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‘Going H'wood 
In the Discard; 
Broad Aing It 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘Going Hollywood’ is strictly in 
discard. Those of the picture 
ob, trying to be different, are now 
ing British.’ It’s a pickup from 
Rhe English colony and it’s a head- 
he for the regulars. Hollywood 
a flock of authentic Britishers, 
ut the would-be mob, proficient in 
aising eyebrows without having 
een farther east than Canarsie, are 
eginning to give out broad a’s. 
Phoney British accents around the 
rown Derby are thicker than the 

(Continued on page 57) 















fa. State Prison’s 
Show with Mostly 
‘Holdover’ Players 


Fort Madison, Ia., Dec. 17. 
Thousands hereabouts have ap- 
lied for reserved and other admis- 
Bion tickets to the ‘Frivols of 1934,’ 
to be staged by termers at the Iowa 

tate pen during the latter part of 
e month, three performances to be 
ut on. 
Prison’s first show was staged 
st January, its success being such 
at it was made an annual event, 
e cast working all year on produc- 
on and staging. 
Cast of last year will practically 
intact, most of them, being under 
Ong contracts.’ The same is true 
f ushers, stage crew and those in 
arge of writing and readying the 
ow. 
There will be a 50-minute of min- 
rel first part and a six-act bill of 
udeville. According to prison of- 
tials the innovation has more than 
istified its introduction, giving the 
nen something to work on and look 
brward to for the entire year. 








Chicago, Dee. 17. 
Both National ana Columbia webs 
fe out in the field angling for the 
Pw Montgomery Ward program 
hich will start shortly after the 
st of the year. NBC has a pro- 
lam already auditioned and plat- 
rized, while CBS is busily audi- 
bning. 

CBS presentation for the Mont- 
mery Ward account is called ‘The 


fing Bible’ and is set up so as 
hit three periods every Sunday 
orning, going on the air for 15 
inutes at 9 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11 
m™m. 

NBC also has a biblical yarn 
Biting for the company, show 
elled ‘Son of Jesse. Lord & 


™s agency is handling the ac- 











No Comparison 


Sally Rand at the Paradise 
restaurant, New York, does her 
balloon dance behind a spe- 
cially constructed screen, 
That’s to prevent playful fire- 
men from Paducah trying to 
get a lighted cigar near the 
balloon, which is her principal 
garment. 

That makes Sally Rand 
the first act to work behind 
a screen since the Cherry 
Sisters. 











ELMER RICE 
ON REBOUND 


Reported around Broadway that 
Elmer Rice is all set to join hands 


with the Group Theatre, doing all 
future production with them and 
taking an active part in the com- 
pany’s entire productional setup as 
a member. Rice recently announced 
that he was through with the 
‘commercial theatre,’ but under- 
standing is that he doesn’t consider 
the Group Theatre as a commercial 
organization. 

Group is moving its production of 
‘Gold Eagle Guy’ into the Belasco 
next week, which theatre is being 
rented them by Mrs. Elmer Rice, 
who owns it. 

Rice himself says nothing to it, 
he’s just going to rent his house. 
But friends close to him say he may 
suddenly change his mind. 








Jean Acker, Pic Extra 
Hollywood, Dec. 1T. 
Jean Acker, first wife of Rudolph 
Valentino, has returned to films. 
She played an extra in Columbia's 
‘Once a Gentleman.’ 


NETWORKS’ $4 


WEBS PROSPER, 
BUT WAX DOWN 


Exclusive Representation 
Has Discouraged Idea 
Creation and Spot Broad- 
casting Count Contrasts 
with Network Boom 








8% OVER 1932 





NBC and Columbia will wind up 
1934 with a combined gross of ap- 


proximately $42,500,000 from the 
sale of network time. In 1933 the 
webs between them did $31,500,000 
and in 1932, $39,500,000. The joint 
1934 figures represent a boost of 
35% over the tally for 1933 and 
8% over the income for 1932, net- 
work broadcasting’s previous rec- 
ord year. 

While 1934 saw the webs stag- 
ing a hefty comeback to pros- 
perity, the trend for national spot 
broadcasting has been slightly the 
other way. Like national newspa- 
per advertising, spot business has 
been about 20% off as compared to 
1933. Spot broadcasting has not 
suffered from a sparsity of ac- 
counts. To the contrary, this sea- 
son has seen more national ad- 
vertisers tied up with spot broad- 
casting than ever before. Where 
the rub lies‘is the fact that the nu- 
merical increase has failed to make 
up for the loss ofthe big spot spen- 
ders of 1933. This season has seen 
no Life Saver, Beech-Nut Packing 
‘Chandu,’ no Toddy ‘Tarzan of the 





(Continued on page 62) 


2,900,000 


4 





Insurance 





London, Dec. 17. 

Hugh Sinclair, who played 
the male lead opposite Elisa- 
beth Bergner in ‘Escape Me 
Never,’ and who is duplicating 
the role in the filmization, is 
awaiting the arrival of the 
stork at his home. His wife 
is Valerie Taylor. 

Couple has taken out insur- 
ance against twins. 














JOE BREEN HAS 
OFFER FROM U 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Joe Breen, filmdom’s censor on 
production, is mulling an offer from 
Carl Laemmle, Sr., to head Univer- 
sal’s story department. 

Breen is said to be interested and 
will make a decision in a few days. 
His move from the Hays organiza- 
tion would be opposed because pro- 
ducers feel his work is not yet fin- 
ished, but Breen’s story judgment 
during the church crisis is pre- 


sumed to have made him a wel- 
come addition to any studio. 
Belief is that Breen will stick 


with the Hays office a bit longer, 
although the U offer is reported 
very flattering. 


Moving Bill 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 





Cost of bringing the Marion 
Davies bungalow from Metro to its 
foundation at Warners totaled 


27,000. 

Another $15,000 will be necessary 
to get the building back together 
again and redecorate it. 








$1 A DRINK, 


3erlin, Dec. 8. 

This once gay town’s niteries 
the gold standard blues be- 
cause foreigners are: (a) not flock- 
ing in droves to Germany, and (b) 
if they do come they bring a shirt 
and a ten-dollar note, and the shirt 
is the only thing they change. 

Reason is the mark is too high 
for the foreigner’s blood unless pro- 
vided with cheaper register marks 
before entering the country. Niter- 
ies were getting along in good 
shape until a wave of frantic buy- 
ing of commodities set in. 


have 


the giggle water spots. 

Never having been a cheap town 
Serlin is more expensive toilay 
any 
class night spots continue to 
some play, but there isn’t any cork- 
popping to speak of. 





NO TOUR 


$3 A PACK 0 


CIGS, AND 


STS, KILLS NAZI NITE LIFE 





The middle-class places continue 
to get the Saturday night family 
trade, which doesn’t do much for the 
gross takings. Foreigners residing 
here rarely go to night clubs for the 
reason that they’re too expensive. 
Cocktails average a dollar a copy. 





Still Alarm Fire 





Burlington, Vt., Dec. 17. 
Firemen were nonplussed 





Then | 
the coin went to the stores and not | 


than | 

time since the inflation.. Better 
| 

get 


While engaged in extinguish- 
ing a fire in the plant of a local 
radio station. They were told 
by chief announcer that vibra- 
tion from fire pumps was dis- 
turbing the program. 

Announcer insisted that re- 
gardless of fire they shouldn't 
ruin his broadcast. 











Any kind of bird to go with any 
kind of a bottle sets the customer 
back from $5 to $7.50, and the bottle 
is extra. 

Tickets for a show average $8 a 
pair. Taxis another $4, dinner (dry 
cover) at least $8, and the wine... 
well, that’s just an idea. 

Hotcha spots like Ciro’s, Quartier 
Latin, the Eden, Adion or Espla- 
nade bars dent the b.r. plenty. The 
Kakadu is another one of the same 
ilk, as is Sans Souci, particularly 
well named when it comes to total- 
ling the check. 





Hundreds of so-called “intime”’ 
| bars dot the West End, many of 
i Which aren’t so “intime”’; neither 


|} are they reasonable. 
Suckers seldom come to the small- 
er joints these days and when they 
| do it’s a case of ‘company girls’ and 
| everyone in on the mooch. Amer- 
(Continued on page 58) 





Mex. Reform Wave 
May Shutter All 
Gambling Spots 


Mexico City, Dec. 17. 


All signs point to the elimination 
of the Foreign Club, gay spot that 
was opened just outside the city 
limits last summer by Mexican and 
American interests, and the Casino 
de la Selva in Cuernavaca, about 90 
miles from here, as gambling 
pitches. Both resorts were closed 
suddenly by orders of President 
Cardenas. Action, it is reported, 
will be extended to all gambling 
Places throughout Mexico in an- 
other reform wave the new admin- 
istration is furthering. 

Government has nixed pleas of 
ex-Foreign Club employees, about 


(Continued on page 56) 


B’way Sees Big New 
Year’s Eve; $25 Per 
Stuff Out This Yr. 


New Year’s eve reservations are 
coming in rather slowly, but every- 
body expects a bull market in New 
York. 

To encourage the goer-outers 
there’ll be none of that $15 and $25 
a head stuff this year. Top is $10 
a person for supper and favors. No 
mineral waters, ginger ale or other 
mixers being  ballyed, although 
bottled table waters will be sup- 
plied, but tie idea is to liscourage 
any hip-toting of hard stuff and to 
encourage the wine card. 

As a gentle hint some of the spots 
in the $15-a-couple-and-up class 
will donate a bottle of wine on the 
house for each two reservations just 
to cue ’em into sticking to the vint- 
ages. 








Hollywood, Dec, 17. 
No frowns or sour pans around 
the hotels or night clubs over the 
coming New Year’s festivities. For 
the first time in four years, all spots 
report reservations that indicate ca- 
pacity business, 


25 Singing Clerks 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 

Departure in local department 
store advertising by Mabley & Ca- 
rew in hitting the air over WSAI 
with morning choral blasts by 25 
of its employees during Christmas 
shopping period. Shots are from 
9:15 to 9:30. 

Massed singing sandwiched with 
solos and mixed trios and quartets, 








Christmas carols exclusively. Com- 
bo directed by Richard Sluke, of 
sponsor's staff. During the day 


small groups of the singers wend 
their way through various depart- 
ments of the store and do -their 
stuff to pep buying. 
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Booking Confusion and Codlaaeneial 


Plugs from Stage Mark Route of 
Esso Show Adopted by Circuits 





Reports from theatres now play- 
ing Standard Oil of New Jersey’s 
former free show indicate that ad- 
vertising plugs for the oil com- 
pany’s products are being liberally 
sprinkled through the performance, 
despite the circuits and Essos 
agreement that trade mention is to 
be confined to the  billing—Guy 
Lombardo-Esso Marketers Revue— 
and in display ads. Reports from 
most of the towns also tell of con- 
siderable booking confusion. 

To date the show has played 
Schenectady, Syracuse, Rochester 
and Buffalo, all one-day stands, It 
was in Erie, Pa., yesterday (Mon- 
day) and due in Pittsburgh (18-12), 
Wheeling (20) and Parkersburg (21) 
later this week. Other towns to get 
the show are Washington, Balti- 
more, Trenton, New Orleans, New- 
ark, Norfolk, White Plains, Little 
Rock, Shreveport, Chattanooga, 
Richmond, Wilmington, Raleigh, 
Charlotte, Columbia, Memphis, Har- 
risburg, Nashville. Show is co- 
jointly being booked and played by 
Loew, RKO, Warner and Paramount 
circuits. 





Buffalo 
Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
Lombardo-Esso show grossed 
$2,200 in two performances at the 


Great Lakes, Saturday (15). Band 
also participated in a half hour 
broadcast from the stage over 


WBEN, with plenty of Esso men- 
tion. 

At 9:45 p.m. Friday, night before 
the local date, the Great Lakes 
management was notified the Esso 
troupe would do only two shows 
here, with a result that a complete 
booking switch was necessitated. 
House closed for a half hour Satur- 
day afternoon, reopening for Lom- 
bardo’s two evening performances. 

Show played Rochester, Friday 
(14). Ordinarily that 70-mile jump 
to Buffalo takes about two hours 
by bus or car, but the Esso company 
didn’t arrive here until late Satur- 
day afternoon. 

Local engagement resulted in a 
booking jam for the Erlanger 
(legit), which was scheduled to 
originally play the Esso show under 
the Standard Oil no-admish ar- 
rangement. A contract had been 
signed and a deposit paid on the 
rent. House, which had been dark, 
was readied for the engagement. 

Up to Saturday morning, day of 
the Great Lakes date the Erlanger 
had not received cancellation notice. 





Syracuse 
Syrachise, Dec. 17. 

Guy Lombardo-Esso Marketers 
revue packed Loew’s State for the 
first performance and S.R.O. was up 
for the second, due to hundreds re- 
maining for the later show in its 
one-day stand here Dec. 13. How- 
ever, it is doubtful if Loew’s would 
care to repeat the ‘medicine show’ 
experiment. 

Confusion prevailed until the cur- 
tain actually rolled up for Lom- 
bardo’s first number. Largely con- 
tributing to this were the follow- 
ing factors: 

Despite the first published an- 
nouncement that the revue would 
be an added attraction to the regu- 
lar bill at no advance in prices, the 
house dropped one of its double 
features (‘Babes in Toyland,’ M-G) 
and tilted the boxoffice scale from 
40c to 50c. 

The original plans contemplated 
at least three, possibly four per- 
formances, plus a broadcast from 
the stage. Not until the day pre- 
ceding the engagement did _ the 
house definitely ascertain that the 
revue would be in for evening per- 
formances only, with the late ar- 
rival of the troupe erasing the 
broadcast, 

Ruffled attitude of local repre- 
sentatives of the Colonial (affili- 
ated) oil company, who had been 
promised blocks of tickets for the 
‘free show’ scheduled for the grand 
ballroom of the Hotel Syracuse and 
had their commitments accordingly. 
There were no passes issued for the 
Lombardo performances at the the- 
atre, save press courtesies restrict- 
ed to reviewers. Even publishers’ 
families were turned down. 

The theatre scheduled the first 
gshow for 7:04 pm. The durtain 


Pg eae an 





actually went up at 7:28. Mean- 
while, to fill the gap, the house not 
only resorted to shorts sponsored 
by the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
company and the Navy Department, 
but finally borrowed a Pathe news- 
reel from RKO Keith's. 

Despite the understanding that 
the advertising plugs in the revue 
were to be deleted, it was retained 
in display copy, in billing, in the 
stage hangings and in Lombardo’s 
frequent reference to the ‘Esso 
party.’ Lombardo closed the show 
with a plea that motorists in the 
audience make a bee line for Esso 
gas stations and thus register their 
appreciation, 

Unit was clocked at 49 minutes 
here, routine showing no major de- 
parture from that introduced at the 
New Haven, Conn., premiere, where 
no admish was charged, under the 
Standard Oil of N. J. auspices. 





Albany 
Albany, Dec. 17. 

Although the Esso-Guy Lombardo 
revue played Schenectady last 
Tuesday (11) at 55c admish, the 
price was 75c here on Wednesday. 
The price at Proctor’s, Schenectady, 
was a tilt of 15c, while at the Pal- 
ace, Albany, it was upped 35c 
above the regular 40c top for films. 
Palace seats close to 3,000 and was 
virtually filled, 

Publicity was changed so rapidly 
for the Albany engagement that it 
was hard to keep up with it. Pal- 
ace’s first announcement on Mon- 
day (10) said the show would be 
given all day. Tuesday the ads said 
continuous with matinee 35c and 
night 55c. Wednesday ads, date of 
the show, announced one show only 
at 7:30 p.m. and admission 75c plus 
tax. 

The 20c boost in Albany’s price 
over Schenectady’s scale brought 
reminders of the day when Proctor 
played vaude in Tryo and Schenec- 
tady for 50c and presented the same 
acts in Albany at T5c. 


AUSTRIAN BALLERINA 
MG PART-TIME CREATOR 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Marguerite Wallman, ballet dancer 
and creator with the State Theatre, 
Vienna, has been tabbed to a con- 
tract by Metro. She is due to ar- 
rive in New York tomorrow (18) 
and proceed to the Coast immedi- 
ately to appear in special dance 
sequences for Metro features. 

Ballerina comes here by special 
permission of the Austrian govern- 
ment, to whom she is under con- 
tract through the state-owned the- 
atre. She can remain here for four 
months, and then must return to re- 
sume duties at the Vienna theatre; 
coming back to Metro the end of 
next year. 


MG’s English Import 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
First at Metro for Catherine Col- 
lier, English stage character actress, 
will be a lead role in ‘Shadow of 
Doubt,’ starting at Metro, Dec. 22. 
Miss Collier was put under con- 
tract on the say-so of David O. 
Selznick, who caught her work in 
London. 

















Zanuck Signs Tibbett 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Darryl Zanuck is bringing Law- 
rence Tibbett back to pictures for 
another crack, signing him on op- 

tional deal for five-year stretch. 
First Tibbett picture for 20th 
Century will be ‘Sing, Governor, 
Sing,’ which Roy Del Ruth directs 

from script by Nunnally Johnson. 





WANT GLADYS GEORGE 

Ben Hecht and Charlie MacAr- 
thur, now in Charleston, S. C., writ- 
ing their third picture for release 
by Paramount, are dickering with 
Gladys George of ‘Personal Appear- 
ances’ (legit) to play the top part. 

Miss George has a Metro film 
pact which was suspended to per- 
mit her Broadway stage venture, 








WILL MAHONEY 


Bert Ross in “The World's Fair,” 
England, said: “What more can be 


said in eulogistic praise of Ma- 
honey? He has reached the highest 
point possible as an _ entertainer, 
and he is a world-wide celebrity. 
If he only danced the way that he 
does he would be a great act, and 
if he was just the entertaining 
comedian that he is he would be a 
headliner. But when he combines 
the two and consolidates them with 
that positively miraculous dance 
upon a regulation xylophone, he be- 
comes a phenomenon.” 
Direction 
WM. MCRRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Bldg. 
New York City 


EQUITY OKAYS 
FILM GUILD 
ACCORD 


At its second quarterly meeting, 
held Monday (17) at the Astor, New 
York, the agreement with the 
Screen Actors Guild of Hollywood 
was okayed by Equity. Reported 
the vote was practically unanimous. 

Leaders were expectant that Sun- 
day legit performances would come 
up, but there was no such resolu- 
tion, matter not even being men- 
tioned. Sunday thing was discussed 
editorially in Equity’s monthly and 
was page one news nationally. 

Suggestions from the floor re- 
quested Council to consider several 
topics which have been under dis- 
cussion by a younger group of mem- 
ber — payment of partial salaries 
during rehearsals, unemployment 
insurance and raising the minimum 
salary of junior players from $25 
to $40 weekly. 


Booker Will Recover 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Port Major, chief booker for Fox- 
West Coast, will recover from what 
police call suicide attempt by poi- 
son, 
He was stricken following quarrel 
with his wife, 

















The Week Before Christmas 





By HAROLD M. BONE 


’Twas the week before Christmas, and all through the house 
The pews were all vacant, not even a souse 

Could be found anywhere who had paid his way in, 

To sleep off effects of some 15c gin. 


The 


film on the screen was a terrible dud, 


The stage show went ‘flop’ with an audible thud, 


But 
The grips in the wings? 


The 
The 


nobody noticed, for no one was there, 
Oh, what did they care? 


‘class’ trade was absent as well as the mutts, 
boys in the front office nearly went nuts. 


The ushers in uniform stood two by two 
And polished their nails—they had nothing to do. 


The 


manager ranted and tore at his hair, 


The girl in the boxoffice played solitaire. 
When in came a stranger—a smile on his face— 
And yelled ‘Merry Christmas’ all over the place. 


The staff got together, believe it or not, 
Gave him the bird and then said, ‘So what? 





Hollywood Guilds After Ether 


Bankrell, Closing 





CHARLIE RAY’S FIX 


Suing Wife Says He Has no Prop- 
erty, But Beaucoup Friends 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Charles Ray, once among the top 
money-makers of silent pix, has no 
property now, but has a lot of girl 
friends, according to a divorce peti- 
tion filed here by his wife, Clara 
Grant Ray. 

Pair were married in 1915 and 
he left her in 1932, she alleges in 
petition charging desertion, non- 
support and cruelty. She says there 
is no community property and asks 
the court to let her know if it dis- 
covers any. 


PINKIE TOMLIN TAGGED 
BY MG AS COMIC FIND 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Pinkie Tomlin, University of 
Oklahoma law student, who came 
here for a ride with a pal and ended 
up warbling with Jimmy Grier’s 
band, has landed a term contract 
at Metro, Studio deems him a com- 
edy bet. 

Tomlin, between numbers, com- 
poses songs which he doesn’t feel 
are potential best sellers. It took 
some one else to convince him that 
‘Object of My Affection’ should be 
published. It’s a current best seller. 











FOX DROPS BRITON 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Fox has dropped Hugh Williams, 
English import brought here a year 
ago. 

Williams, currently in Col’s ‘Once 
a Gentleman,’ made the deal on his 
own. 





June Knight's Two Suits 





Court Grants Permission to Counter-Sue Leo 
Morrison—Also Divorcing 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

June Knight will be permitted to 
present her counter-complaint for 
$3,000 asserted damages against the 
Leo Morrison agency when the lat- 
ter’s case demanding $6,805 from the 
actress for wrongful discharge and 
alleged breach of contract comes to 
trial in Superior Court. 

Miss Knight won her point when 
a demurrer to her answer to com- 
plaint was overruled by Judge Rob- 
ert W. Kenny. She had set up the 
defense that she was a minor at the 
time she signed the original contract 
with Leo Morrison, and that she has 
been damaged $3,000 because the 
agency failed to secure adequate re- 
muneration for her services. 

Morrison’s complaint states that 
the actress’ present earning capac- 
ity is $650 per week, and on that 
basis that the agency is entitled to 
a tenth of this stipend for 104 weeks, 
the period over which the contract 
would have run had not Miss 
Knight allegedly broken it. 

Morrison brings out that, although 





the actress now claims the right of 
cancellation because of her minority 
at the time the compact was made, 
she made no protest on this score 
for seven and one-half months 
after she became of age. Date of 
trial has not yet been set. 

Recent sudden marriage of Miss 
Knight to Paul Ames after an air- 
plane hop to Chicago was topped 
by filing of a divorce suit against 
the broker late last week. Miss 
Knight, now under contract to 
Metro, asks freedom because bride- 
groom would give her no privacy, 
her complaint stated. She asks 
$1,200 monthly alimony. 

Pair were wed Nov. 30, 1934, sep- 
arated Dec. 7. She made bustup 
public Dec. 12 and filed suit Dec. 13. 


An angle is that opposition of 
Ames to her going abroad is said 
to have been the factor that de- 
cided Miss Knight against going 
through with her agent’s agree- 
ment for her to sail for London and 
the lead spot in Stanley Lupino’s 
British picture, 





$50,000 Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Screen Writers and Screen Actors 
Guilds are reported set to close with 
a refrigeration concern for a 13- 
week national radio program, to net 
the organization around $50,000. 
Deal is said to be closed, despite 
previous strong producer and ex- 
hibitor opposition to the scheme 
when it was first broached several 
months ago. 

Since the plan was first launched 
and met with opposition, members 
of the Writers Guild have written a 
number of playlets ‘which will be 
given one a 
names in the cast. 

By going through with the pro- 
posed broadcasts the guilds are par- 
ticularly snubbing the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America, 
which published a statement sev- 
eral months ago to the effect that 
name players going on the air 
would injure theatre business and 
branded it as a move to kill their 
own value in films. 

At that time Eddie Cantor, as 
president of the Actors Guild, an- 
swered this squawk stating that 
broadcasting would enhance the 
players’ film value and pointed to 
his own case as proof. 


Charge Fears, Blumey in 
Arrears on Costume Bill 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


Peggy Fears and A, C. Blumene 
thal are named jointly in a Muni- 
cipal Court suit brought by the 
Brooks Uniform Co. of New York, 
on assignment, demanding $280 
declared due for a supply of the- 
atrical costumes ordered in March 
of last year. 

Costumes, the complaint states, 
were delivered for the legit produce 
tion, ‘Champagne Supper,’ and the 
amount sued for is the balance on 
$775 Miss Fears and Blumenthal 
agreed to pay. 














LAUGHTON-MARCH TEAM 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Charles Laughton has been signed 
by 20th Century for co-starring spot 
with Fredric March in a talker vere 
sion of ‘Les Miserables.’ 

Picture is slated to go before the 
camreas the end of January with 
Richard Boleslawski, on loanout 
from Metro, directipg. 





SAILINGS 


Jan, 9 (London to New York) 
Mark Ostrer, Jeffrey Bernerd 
(Olympic). 

Dec. 29 (New York to London) 
Diana Ward (Paris). 

Dec. 26 (New York to Nassau) 
Alex Gottlieb (Aquitania). 


Dec. 22 (Los Angeles to Honoluly) | 


Jay Whidden band (Lurline). 


Dec. 19 (New Yorl: to London); 
Dr. W. H. Voeller (Albert Ballin). 
Dec. 15 (New York to London) 


Harry Foster, Buddy Rogers, John 
Gunther, Yvonne Gall (Paris). 

Dec. 15 (Los angeles to 
York) Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
(Santa Elena). 

Dec. 15 (New York to Paris) Mme. 
Yvonne Gall (Bremen). 

Dec. 13 (London to New York) 
Reginald Foresythe (Lafayette). 
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Gene Fowler Reforms—He's Now Got 
Love in His Heart for Hollywood 





By CECELIA AGER 


Gene Fowler has come back from 
Hollywood, this time, from ‘The 
Mighty Barnum’ and 
the Wild’ ,with love in his heart for 
a producer. For two producers. 

Darryl Zanuck’s the man who did 
this thing to Fowler. Zanuck’s the 
man who spoiled him, Fowler ad- 


mits. Admits! He’s’ shoutin’ it. 
‘Zanuck’, exclaimed Mr. Fowler, 
groping for the highest praise: 


‘Zanuck’s a great city editor!’ 


Fowler’s become so mellowed as 
a result of his recent exposure to 
Zanuck, he regards even Hollywood 
with a kindly eye. ‘You can get to 
be an old shrew, panning Holly- 
wood,’ he realizes, ‘no better than 
a common scold. If you say a sin- 
cere thing about Hollywood, they 
say you're showing off. Better to 
let it lay.’ Fowler had made up his 
mind to be a good boy. It was his 
daughter's 14th birthday. 


When Fowler used to hate Holly- 
wood and despise producers, it 
went like this: ‘I work like hell on 
a book for a year. I get hell rapped 
out of me by the literati, I make 
nothing. But I go to Hollywood, 
and in six weeks I make more than 
I do out of four books. I hate the 
system—it’s true of the whole world. 
A guy invents a bolt, and he’s skip- 
ping about on a yacht. When guys 
get dough for Mother Goose stories 
that stink, the system’s wrong, I 
can't help it, I hate the system 
‘where a guy writes ‘Maggie’s Draw- 
ers’ and goes to live in perfumed 
pagodas.’ Which is why Fowler is 
noted for burning up at the fellows 
who pay him, that is, until he got 
ta know Zanuck. 


‘When You Get It, I’ll Know!’ 


It used to be Fowler’s experience 
with producers, that they'd sit in 
story conferences with their heads 
in their hands muttering, ‘When 
you get it, I'll know.’ 

‘Oh, yes,’ roared 
know.’ Oh, sure, sure. ‘I'll know.” 
Zanuck’s not like that. He never 
says, ‘When you get it, I'll know.’ 
He tosses you a million ideas. He 
works harder than you do. He's 
constructive, he contributes to a 
story. When you come out of a 
conference with him you've got 
something to do.’ 

Writers with outside reputations, 
who go to Hollywood on picture 
jobs and then belittle the wheel- 
horses assigned to work with them, 
make a great mistake, says Fowler. 
No writer’s so smart he can learn 
how to write a picture script the 
first time. He needs all the help he 
can get. He's no better than those 
wheel-horses for the job. Hell, he’s 
not half as good. Maybe he'll get 
good, but he’s not good in the be- 
ginning. Writing for pictures is a 
definite ability. Experience helps 
you get it, if you get it at all, says 
Fowler. 

And there’s another thing. Writ- 
ers come out to Hollywood, dazzled 
by the $1,500 salaries—think they 
will last forever. The writers them- 
selves are fooled by the glitter. So 
maybe in six weeks they’re finished, 
left flat on their patios. Not Fow- 
ler. He lives like a poverty stricken 
stooge. No perfumed pagodas for 
him; he might get to like it. 

Do you mind if I babble? he 
asked. ‘Writers are terrible. Like a 
lot of old fishwives. Jealous. Al- 
ways knocking the other writers. 
There’s no open forum on Hecht 
and MacArthur in Hollywood. In- 
Stead of praying to God that they 
succeed, those writers in Hollywood 
can’t see how important it is for 
their own sakes that Hecht and 
MacArthur succeed. Why? Why to 
give the writers a break in han- 
dling their stuff. Hecht and Mac- 
Arthur’s success means a break for 
us all.’ 

It’s pretty hard for a writer to 
retain his flavor in pictures, was 
Fowler's next comment. Too many 
peeple to please. ‘You can’t please 
everyone,’ he said. ‘A man’s lucky 
if'he can please his own wife.’ Per- 
sonally, he admits, he should never 
have gotten from behind the plow. 

The second producer Fowler's got 


Fowler, ‘Tl 


‘The Call of 


, 





Procrastination 





Hollywood, Dec. 17, 
Al Klein was asked how long 
he had been in Hollywood. 
‘Two years,’ answered Klein. 
‘I haven’t seen you in any 
pictures,” remarked the pal. 
‘What have you been doing?’ 
‘Dickering,’ said Klein. 











Falaise, Recouping 
From Tropic Fever, 
Assembles Tiger Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

The Marquis Henri de la Falaise, 
husband of Constance Bennett, has 
started cutting a first assembly of 
the 30,000 feet of jungle film made 
in Technicolor in the jungle of 
Indo-China. 

It was this, his second pictorial 
venture in the Asiatic wilds as an 
independent producer, which landed 
him in a Paris hospital with trop- 
ical fever and has had him re- 
cuperating ever since at Palm 
Springs. 

The picture, titled ‘Kliou’ (mean- 
ing tiger), deals with the tribal life 
of a remote people dogged by the 
terror of the striped killer. The 
Marquis had the cooperation of the 
French colonial government and the 
native rajah. Film is the first all 
Technicolor product to be brought 





out of the jungle. Cutting is ex- 
pected to take several weeks, at 
General Service Studios, with no 


release yet set. 


ALICE BRADY VEERING 
TOWARD LEGIT AGAIN 


Hollywood, Dec. 1T. 

Lure of the stage seems to have 
won out in Alice Brady’s dilemma 
whether to remain-in Hollywood 
for proffered picture assignments or 
to return east for legit bids. 

Actress has indicated that she is 
on the verge of leaving for New 
York to consider offers from the 
Theatre Guild there and the Detroit 
Theatre Guild, her apparent pref- 
erence being for Chester Erskine’s 
‘De Luxe,’ the Louis Bromfield-John 
Mearson play. Miss Brady has ap- 
peared in eight pictures here within 
the past 18 months, 








CALLS IT MURDER 


Irene Franklin Wants New Inquiry 
In Jarnagin Death 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Irene Franklin has made a new 
request of the district attorney’s of- 
fice that it investigate the death 
of her husband, Jerry Jarnagin, 
songwriter and her accompanist, as 
a murder. Case was listed as 
suicide in previdus investigation. 
Miss Franklin, now in pictures 
and occasional stage appearances 
here, promises to supply new evi- 
dence pointing to murder, 





Haley Shares ‘Nymph’ 
Tops with Alice Faye 


Hollywood, Dee. 17. 
Jack Haley will be tops in 
‘Nymph Errant,’ Fox musical to be 
produced by Buddy De Sylva. Alice 
Faye will be in the other corner, 
with Mitchell and Durant also in. 
Cole Porter will write the music. 





Fox Signs Guizar 


Tito Guizar, radig singer, has been 
signed by Fox for one picture, with 
options running to seven years. 
He’s due on the Coast Feb. 25. 
Guizar’s broadcasts for Brillo over 
the CBS network, due to end May 
26, will be made from Hollywood. 





CANTOR BACK IN FEB. 


Eddie Cantor returns to the States 
the first week in February, under 
plans, to take up radio broadcasting. 
He will probably go west in May 
to do his next for sam Goldwyn. 





love in his heart for is Walter 
Wanger. 
Jean Dixon to U 
Hollywood, Dee. 17, 
ean Dixon, from legit, has been | 


placed under contract by Universal.|be changed. 


Latest title for the picture is 
‘Waiting At the Church,’ which may 
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Crawford Re-Signs 


Hollywood, Dec. 1%. 

Completing seven years at Metro, 
Joan Crawford was given a new 
term contract by the studio last 
week. New ticket has yearly op- 
tions. 

During her stay at Metro, Miss 
Crawford has not made a picture 
off the lot, 








Reed East Netting 
Local Air Canaries 
For Par ‘Broadcast’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 1T. 
J. T. Reed, assistant to producer 
Benjamin Glazer at Paramount, 
left Friday (14) for the east, where 
he will supervise the production of 
several song and musical numbers 


for Paramount's ‘Big Broadcast of 
1935.’ 

Carlos Gardel and Jessica Dra- 
gonette have already been signed 
by Paramount to be filmed and 
soundtracked in the east, with each 
contributing one or more numbers. 
There is a chance that Reed will 
sign other artists for recordings 
while in New York, and he may hop 
to Europe to pick up filmed numbers 
by Richard Tauber in Paris before 
returning to the studio. 


KAUFMAN WEAKENING 
ON HOLLYWOOD NIXING 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


George S. Kaufman is getting 
ready to fall for Hollywood coin 
and has asked Zeppo Marx, now 
agenting, to whip up a writing deal 
for him at one of the studios. 

Kaufman recently turned down a 
proposition from Irving Thalberg to 
write the Marx Bros. story with 
Morrie Ryskind, Kaufman prefer- 
ring to stay in New York and work 
on a play. 














HEPBURN WANTS REVENGE 


Would Do B’way Play To Prove 
It to Herself 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

With the starting date of ‘Quality 
Street,’ Katharine Hepburn’s next at 
Radio, still in the air and Miss Hep- 
burn now in New York, possibilities 
are that she will get together there 
with Arthur Hopkins for the pro- 
duction of ‘Pride and Prejudices’ 
on Broadway. 

Still smarting from the failure of 
‘The Lake’ and critical lambasting, 
Miss Hepburn is itchng for another 
New York play. 


U Releases Asther 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Universal has’ released Nils 
Asther from,a three picture con- 
tract. It’s by mutual consent. 
Asther, who is in Europe, was 
due to report here Saturday (15). 








To Strut at 


Free Air Shows 








In the radio section of this 
issue, on page 44, appears a list 
of the 80 free radio shows 
which distribute 55,000 free 
ducats to deadhead auditors 
every week. 

This includes only the New 
York commercial broadcasts, 
which cover 55 free broadcasts 
on NBC, 14 on CBS and il 
on WOR. 


Valentino’s Estate 
Set at $251,253 with 
Ending of Litigation 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Long litigation between heirs of 
the Rudolph Valentino estate and 
S. George Ullman, former executor, 
over the latter’s proper compensa- 
tion has been terminated by Su- 
perior Court order instructing Ull- 
man to return $25,849 to the estate. 

Refund represents the difference 
between $15,000 allowed by Judge 
Walton J. Wood for Ullman’s ser- 
vices, and $22,300 in asserted -un- 
authorized fees and $11,313 in in- 
terest debited to the former ex- 
ecutor. 

Nominal value of the Valentino 
properties is set at $251,253 in the 
settlement agreement authorized 
by the court. 


CHAPLIN TO STAR MISS 
GODDARD IN HIS 2D 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Charles Chaplin is planning to 
produce a feature starring Paulette 
Goddard under title of ‘Personal 
Reasons,’ as soon as he completes 
his present picture. 

Comedian is figuring on directing 
the picture himself when it goes be- 
fore the cameras, and now has a 
writer developing a treatment of his 
original story, with the writer 
working under cover on the proposi- 
tion. 























SET MAURICE SCHWARTZ 


Playing Waltz King in Metro Story 
Built on Strauss 








Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
David O. Selznick has assigned 
Joe Mankiewicz to write the screen 
play of Gottfried Reinhardt’s orig- 
inal based on the life of Johann 
Strauss. 

Metro is slated to put Maurice 
Schwartz, ex-Yiddish Art Theatre 
star, in the title part of the picture 
when it is ready for production 








Old College Chum Clip Racket 


Dons West Point Brass on Coast 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Police are looking for a genial 
chap who has nicked several male 
name players with old ‘college chum’ 


racket. Gimmick, while not new to 
other parts of the country, is a new 
one for here. 

Con man, representing himself as 
a former army flier and a West 
Pointer, impressed the suckers by 
his knowledge of their college life 
and by mentioning intimately friends 
of theirs while at school. Vanity of 
the players halted them from turn- 
ing the racketeer down and seem- 
ingly gloried in meeting an old pal 
of Bob’s or Jim’s, as the case may 
be. 

His line of introduction to an ex- 
Princeton man now wearing grease 
paint was that he remembered the 
latter well when ‘I came down with 
the Army polo team.’ The fact that 
he could tell of small incidents at 
college that only an intimate would 








Hollywood Dress Extras Go in Hock % 


Glad Rags Parade 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Blowoff of Central's three ring 
bally for dress extras was held 
Tuesday (11) at the Carthay Circle 
theatre when over 500 men and 
women paraded for the final elimi- 
nation. Those who gained recog- 
nition as eligible for the coveted 
$15 calls will know how they made 
out some time this week with the 
local Chamber of Commerce doing 
the counting. It is expected that 
few will be eliminated. 

Despite the parade, studio casters 
still insist that there are less than 
200 people, men and women, who 
can be relied upon to fill the bill 
when class dress sets need extras 
having complete wardrobes. Result 
of the confusion in the minds of 
assistant directors and casters may 
result in the overthrowing of the 
‘no request’ rule, which has been 
in force since the new Central re- 
gime. Assistants and casting offices 
claim they will have to resort to re- 
questing people in order to keep 
themselves off the spot in selecting 
people, who despite Central’s okay, 
are not qualified or have not suf- 
ficient wardrobe to fill the bill. 

Tipoff to the affair was that one 
house, which rents men’s formal at- 
tire, averaged $400 per night on the 
rentals to men. Checkup of local 
stores shows that the 1,500 extras 
spent close to $80,000, outfitting 
themselves for the first call. A 
great number of those attending ad- 
mitted they had hocked themselves 
to get the scenery. Most of them 
claimed they had charged or bought 
the clothes in the $1 down stores. 

Final performance was m.c’d by 
Ben Bard. An organist furnished 
incidental music, appropriately 
overtured with Elgar’s ‘Land of 
Hope and Glory.’ 


MG Eyes Wynne Gibson, 
Venable as Star Hopes 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Metro is talking term deals with 
both Wynne Gibson and Evelyn 
Venable with a view of building 
both into starring personalities. 
Miss Venable recently walked 
out of her Paramount contract. 
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Creditor Bankers Would Leave 


Par Operations to Showmen, but 
Want Control of Their Investments 
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U.S. Gov't Census on Amusements 
Shows 1932 the Low Year-Grosses § 
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get too pleasant a newspaper > 











Scared? 





Mayfair Productions, a New 
York indie filmer, has a fea- 
ture completed titled ‘Calling 
All Cars.’ 

When Lew Brown's legit mu- 
sical ‘Calling All Stars’ opened 
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Creditor bankers of Paramount 
are interested principally in getting 
back their They 
are willing—and planning—to leave 
the company operation to showmen. 
But it is one thing to want to do 
something and another thing to ac- 
complish it. Whether the bankers 
and creditors achieve this aim is to 


investment coin. 


be seen. 


The banker crowd wants to de- 
vise some feasible method of con- 
trolling the company’s purse strings 
against possible repetition of prior 
years’ extravagances of the com- 
pany. They would like to frame 
this angle of their connection with 
the company in a manner and 
method that will be reasonable but 
yet not stilting upon Par opera- 
tions. 

Some creditor elements seem to 
think that the best method by which 
such an aim could be accomplished 
is to spot one or more additional 
operating hands on the new board, 
besides Adolph Zukor, already 
named, The bankers, however, are 
reported fearing a ruse in this re- 
spect. They perceive an attempt to 
force a management bloc into the 
board big enough to constitute, with 
affiliations, a working control of the 
new board. 

Such a move has been mentioned 
as concerning Chicago interests in 
Paramount. Attorney Leo Spitz, 
formerly on the company payroll, 
has been mentioned as pivotal figure 
and Barney Balaban and John D. 
Hertz, now of Lehman _ Bros., 
have been talked of in this con- 
nection. The Hertz part has been 
denied. An additional name men- 
tioned has been that of Lawrence 
Stern, Chicago investment banker. 
Charles McCulloch, another Chicago 
banker, already is named to the new 
board. 

This group by affiliation and con- 
tact is stated to be friendly to the 
present management. It is figured, 
however, that while Bukor may eye 
such a move benignly. Zukor at the 
proper time would strike away from 
it if needed. 

Thus Paramount’s new board may 
stand as originally figured. The 
three temporary board members 
will be replaced by representatives 
of existing large creditor groups. 
The three temporary board mem- 
bers are Walter Cokell, Austin 
Keough and Max Howell. Howell 
is a v.p. of Chemical Bank. 

But the new board may designate 
a showman to act with Zukor as 
inside company supervisor and 
counsellor to the new directorate. 
Bankers have a description of the 
man in mind but have not revealed 
who he may be. Briefly they speak 
of a man with a background of 


successful experience in the film 
business and who possesses, addi- 
tionally, financial ability. That 


financial ability angle is stressed by 
the bankers when talking about Par. 





WB GRABS DONAT 


To Do ‘Tony Adverse’ and ‘Capt. 
Blood’—Also ‘Ibettson’ for Par 


— 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 


Although Reliance Pisitures (Ed- 
die Small-Harry M. Goetz) first 
sponsored Robert Donat in U. S. 
pictures via ‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ 
Jack Warner, scooped Goetz by a 
few hours in signing the English 
man to a long term WB pact. Deal 
was consummated almost on the 
same day that Goetz arrived in Lon- 
don, having gone abroad for the ex- 
press purpose of effecting a new 
deal with Donat for ‘Beau Brum- 
mel,’ Warner closed by phone 
from Hollywood. 

Donat’s first for WB will be “Cap- 
tain Blood,’ Rafael Sabatini story, 
from the novel of the same name. 
It’s a remake, first produced silent 
by Vitagraph in 1924. 

WB okayed Donat’s next assign- 
ment to be a Paramount flicker, 
‘Return of Peter Ibettson.’ After 
that Donat will probably do the title 
role of ‘Anthony Adverse,’ his second 
WB assignment. 

Goetz returns today (Tuesday) 
from Europe after being away three 
scouting for stories and 








weeks 
talent. 





WIESENTHAL’S BATH 


Jr. Laemmle’s Former Aide Bank- 
rupt—Owes $27,000 

Samuel K. Wiesenthal, former 
aide and companion to Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., at the Universal 
studio in Hollywood, now identify- 
ing himself as a ‘clerk (unem- 
ployed),’ and with an east side resi- 
dence at 440 East Sixth street, New 
York, has filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy. ; 

The former Universal City 
(Calif.) employee lists liabilities of 
$27,150 including a $5,800 item to 
Universal Pictures Corp., $5,500 due 
Carl] Laemmle, Sr., and $3,250 due 
Laemmle, Jr. No assets, 


CHI CENSORS 
NICK ‘BRIDE, 
OK ‘VEIL’ 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Just a little censor difficulty in 
town last week, first censor bicker- 
ing around here in a long time. Two 
pictures which were held up for a 
time were ‘Painted Veil’ and ‘Gay 
Bride,’ both Metro flickers, 

‘Veil’ came through unscathed 
and with a white ticket, but ‘Gay 
Bride’ had to give up one scene be- 
fore getting the final okay. 

Two Warner pictures ars still in 
the doghouse and hope just about 
given up for them: ‘Dr. Monica’ and 
‘Side Street.’ 


WB Patents Revolving 
Stage to Curb Filchers 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

In order to forestall possible theft 
of production numbers in their 
musicals, Warners, through Busby 
Berkeley, has patented the revolv- 
ing, tilting and elevating stage used 
to photograph Berkeley’s geometric 
musical routines. 

Berkeley patented the stage, as- 
signed the rights to the studio. 


Muni Seeking Play 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Paul Muni left Saturday (15) via 
a Panama boat trip to New York, 
accompanied by Mrs. Muni. 

Player is expected to report back 
to Warners early in February, but 
studio execs have assured him ex- 
tension of leave if he finds a suit- 
able play for Broadway. 





























WB Starts 2 Same Day 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

Production graph at Warners 
takes a new up-slant this week 
when ‘King of the Ritz’ and ‘Flor- 
entine Dagger’ get a twin launch- 
ing Thursday (20). 

‘Ritz,’ with William Gargan and 
Ann Dvorak in tops, is directed by 
William McGann, 

Robert Florey megs ‘Florentine 
Dagger,’ which features Margaret 
Lindsay and Donald Woods. 





reception, company began 
thinking up a new title. 


Bernerd-Ostrer 
To US. in Jan.; G-B 
Shakeup in Eng. 


London, Dec. 17. 

Jeffrey Bernerd has adjusted his 
differences with the Gaumont-Brit- 
ish directorate and is sailing for 
the U. S. again on Jan. 9. He will 
again come over with Mark Ostrer. 
Uncertain yet whether he will re- 
main in New York in charge of the 
American offices, as originally 
planned, or not. 

Ostrer plans to be a very active 
head of the company. Understood 
that shakeup is tmpending which 
will change the status in the com- 
pany of Isidor Ostrer, president; 
C. M. Woolf, managing director and 
Michael Balcon, studio manager. 
Understood that Isidor Ostrer will 
take greater interest on the produc- 
tion end. 

















Reserve Decision 
To Dismiss Cleary 
Vs. Fox-GTE Suit 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Rosenman yesterday (Monday) took 
under advisement a motion by de- 
fense counsel to dismiss the suit of 
James Cleary, Fanny Lurie and 
Gustave Oppenheimer against cer- 
tain officers, ex-officers and former 
directors and bankers of Fox Film 
and General Theatres Equipment. 
It is expected that Judge Rosenman 
will make his decision known to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

The suit has been on trial for 
more than a week. It was filed over 
a year ago. Oppenheimer is an in- 
tervening plaintiff and Fox Film 
also is a nominal plaintiff against 
itself and others. Theoretically, the 
suit aims to get an accounting 
from defendants for an estimated 
$140,000,000, which was stated to 
have been involved directly or 
otherwise in the maze of financing 
around Fox Film and GTE after 
Harley L. Clarke entered that pic- 
ture with Chase Bank and Halsey 
Stuart, 

Murray Dodge, former officer of 
Chase Securities, and leading figure 
in the Fox company financing dur- 
ing the Clarke-Wiggin regime, was 
in the stand during the past week. 
Most of the rest of the plaintiffs’ 
case was presented via depositions. 

Attorneys Donnelly and Fierman 
of Olvany, Eisner & Donnelly, are 
counsel for the plaintiffs. There 
are around a dozen or more counsel 
representing the defendants aggre- 
gately or individually. 

William Fox, Matthew C. Brush, 
Harley Clarke, William F. Ingold, 
W. S. Hammons, Charles B. Stuart, 
Samuel Fordyce, Ernest Niver and 
Halsey, Stuart company are among 
defendants. 








JEFF McCARTHY’S BACK 


Jeff McCarthy will be out of the 
New York Hays office a few days. 

He’s baking out a back which 
won't unbend. 





FAR, FAR AWAY 


Elizabeth Allan Divorcing O’Byren, 
London Agent 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Breach between Elizabeth Allan, 
Metro contractee, and William 
O’Bryen, her London agent-hwus- 
band, is as wide as the distance 
between California and England, 
according to divorce suit she filed 
here. 

Actress stated that separation, 
due to his business keeping him on 
one side of the Atlantic and her 
work keeping her on the other, 
makes it impossible for them to ad- 
just their lives. 


PIX WILL C0-0P 
IN ANTI-CRIME 
DRIVE, BUT— 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Film industry will co-operate to 
the limit with Government authori- 
ties in national movement to stamp 
out crime, Carl E. Milliken, secre- 
tary of MPPDA, asserted last week 
at Attorney General Cummings’ 
anti-crime conference. 

Urging formation of a national 
crime research institute to direct 
the offensive, Milliken gave five spe- 
cific pledges of film support and 
emphasized previous efforts to con- 
tribute to the prevention of crime. 
The Hays spokesman, however, de- 
clined to subscribe to any theory 
that Pollyanna pictures should be 
exclusive Hollywood product and 
insisted that producers are entitled, 
within limitations, to portray life 
realistically. 


Team McLaglen, Lowe 
For Whodunit ‘Recipe’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Fox has optioned Edmund Lowe 
and Victor McLaglen for ‘Recipe 
for Murder,’ which Eugene Forde 
will direct. Sol Wurtzel produces. 
Pair currently at the studio on 
the remake of ‘East River.’ 


MG Net Profit, $4,702,257 


Metro’s net profit was $4,702,257 
for the year ended August 31, 1934. 
Amortization of negative and posi- 




















tive costs, $25,786,662. Deprecia- 
tion, $484,109; federal taxes, 
$437,403. 





DEITRICH’S RELAPSE 

Theodore C. Dietrich, of Cosmo- 
politan Pictures’ New York staff, 
has suffered a relapse following his 
recent session with pneumonia and 
is confined to his home, 

Medicos say it will be a week be- 
fore he is able to be about again. 





DELMAR YARN FOR HOPKINS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Vina Delmar is writing an orig- 
inal, ‘Hands Across the Sea,’ which 
Samuel Goldwyn will produce with 
Miriam Hopkins featured. 





Industrial groups 
Amusements: 
Theatres—Legitimate, vaudeville, etc 
Motion picture producerS...........+.++. 
Motion picture theatres...........-2eeee 
Other amusements—Circuseg. >golf links, 
race tracks, pleasure reeorts, etc...... 
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Official Gov't Figures on Amus. 


Internal Revenue Bureau statistics on income of amusement: enterprises for the calendar year 1932: 
[Money figures in thousands of dollars] 
-—— Returns showing net income 


Net 

Total loss for 
number Nume- Gross Net prior 
of returns ber income income year 
5386 78 9,740 1,307 230 

218 4% 14,349 1,145 181 
2,662 587 180,374 13,683 257 
5,214 542 20,180 1,444 247 
8,630 1,251 224,643 17,579 915 





Returns 

—\ showing no net income 
Number 
of returns 
show- 
ing no 
income 
data— 
inactive 
income Nume- Gross corpora- 
tax ber income Deficit tions 
147 341 27,664 22,009 117 
135 151 176,446 31,344 2 
1,814 1,995 325,116 73,019 80 
161 8,893 92,783 24,437 79 
2,257 6,380 622,010 150,809 999 











Washington, Dec. 17. 

Gross receipts of the amusement 
industry mnose-dived more than 
$275,000,000 in 1932, with the total 
income of film producers plunging 
$250,000,000, 

Painting vtark picture of ravages 
of .depression, Internal Revenue 
Bureau today showed that the age 
gregate gross of all forms of amuse- 
ment enterprises in 1932 amounted 
to $846,653,000, the smallest figure 
recorded since the boom days of the 
late 20’s. Total was $278,289,000 un- 
der previous year’s level. 

Analysis of the revenue reports 
disclosed that film éxhibitors wére 
the only type of amusement pro- 
prietors whose gross mounted dure« 
ing 1932, and that net earnings by 
the few corporations which re- 
mained in the biack slumped in 
every category. 

Only one-seventh of all corrora- 
tions in the amusement field en- 
joyed net income during 1932 and 
the amount of profits, $17,579,000, 
was down $18,171,000 below the pre- 
ceding year. The deficit accumulated 
by the remaining six-sevenths of 
the industry reached the staggering 
total of $150,809,000 and was $89,- 
647,000 greater than in 1931. 

Income taxes paid by amusement 
corporations amounted to $2,257,000, 
a slump of $1,239,000 below the pre- 
vious year. Only legit and vaude 


house corporations paid larger 
sums to Federal Government sup- 
port. 


Salient disclosures of the recap- 
itulation were: 

1, Only 78 of 536 legit and vaude 
theatre, 44 of 218 film producer, And 
587 of 2,662 exhibitor corporations 
reported net income in 1932. . 

2. Number of amusement corpora- 
tions reporting net income was 1,<« 
810 less than in 1931. , 

3. Gross receipts of exhibitor cor- 
porations, only group to show an 
increase, rose $20,838,000 to a total 
of $505,490,000. 

4. Net income of producers was 
1-50th of the 1929 figure; of film ex- 
hibitors was less than one-third of 
1930 peak. 

The report disclosed that while 
218 producers had gross receipts of 
$190,795,000, the net income repre- 
sented by the profits of 44 corpora- 
tions reached only $1,145,000, as 
compared with a record net of $50,- 
238,000 in the year the Wall Street 
bubble burst. The remaining pro- 
ducers registered a loss of $31,344,- 
000, which was $19,972,00 more than 
the 1931 red ink figure. 

Legit, Vaude, Pix 

The deficit registered by legit and 
vaude house owners was $22,009,000, 
an increase of $14,477,000, and the 
loss of film house owners was $73,< 
019,000, an increase of $21,582,000, 

The number of producers with net 
income was 10 less than in 1931, 
while the number of exhibitors who 
enjoyed profits was cut in half, only 
587 reporting taxable earnings as 
against 1,167 in 1931. The number 
of legit and vaude house owners 
subject to taxation slumped even 
deeper, total dropping from 182 to 78. 

Despite the increase in gross re- 
ceipts of exhibitor corporations, the 
net earnings of this branch of the 
film industry slid from $26,005,000 
in 1931 to $13,683,000 in 1932, a drop 
of $12,322,000. The earnings of pro- 
ducers with taxable income fell off 
$1,553,000, and of legit and vaude 
operators went down $91,000. 

Differentiating between profitable 
and losing operations in all 
branches of amusement field, 1,251 
corporations had a net of $17,579,- 
000, while 6,380,000 corporations had 
an aggregate deficit of $150,809,000, 

The grosses by branches were: 
legit and vaude operators, $37,404,- 
000; exhibitors, $505,490,000; pro- 
ducers, $190,795,000, and _ others, 
$112,963,000. 





Votion Lands at Par 





Hollywood, Dec. 17, 

Jack Votion, one-time manager of 
Selznick-Joyce’s London office, has 
been appointed assistant to E. Lloyd 
Sheldon, Par producer. 

He succeeds Robert Sparks, ree 
signed to join Goldwyn as a produce 
tion assistant 
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Block Booking Bugaboo Up Again; 
Sen. Nye (N. D.) Reported Readying 
A Bill Calling for New Restrictions 


Senator Gerald P. Nye, of North 
Dakota, is believed preparing to in- 
troduce a bill in the coming Con- 
gress, convening Jan. 3, to not only 
outlaw block booking but to im- 
pose other restrictions which would 
cause confusion in the marketing of 
films. Senator Nye is said to have 
already prepared a rough draft of 
his bill, purportedly at the behest 
of factions warring against group 
sales. 

Proposed measure is similar to 
that of Senator Brookhart (Iowa), 
who fought unsuccessfully to de- 
clare block booking a violation of 
free trade, anti-trust laws, etc. One 
of its provisions is regarded as 
unique by distributors knowing of 
the Nye bill. This is the legislative 
effort to compel all producers to 
supply a synopsis of each picture. 
If the exhibitor buys the picture on 
the strength of the synopsis before 
seeing the picture screened and it 
develops that the finished and de- 
livered product deviates in any way 
from the synopsis, the account has 
recourse. He does not have to play 
the picture but will be entitled to 
punitive measures against the dis- 
trib. 

General sales managers of the 
majors are discussing the situation 
among themselves. One of their 
viewpoints is that the block book- 
ing case should be brought to a 
head one way or another, virtually 
every distributor being certain that 
if this form of marketing pictures 
were outlawed the exhibitors them- 
selves would be hurt more than the 
distribs. Question of action on be- 
half of those exhibs who have never 
entered into the block booking agi- 
tation has also been discussed. 

Problem is of greater import to 
the exhibitors than the distributors, 

(Continued on page 63) 





forsaking’ Passes 
Through Breen Bath, 
Wins Purity Seal 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


After making changes at the sug- 
Sestion of the local Hays office, 
Metro's ‘Forsaking All Others,’ the 
Crawford - Gable - Montgomery pic- 
ture, came up to specifications and 
was given a Joe Breen purity seal. 

Picture had been turned down by 
Breen and for a time Metro con- 
sidered appealing to the Hays direc- 
torate. Approved version contains 
three retaken major scenes, some 
hotcha dialog eliminated and two 
closeups substituted for long shots. 








‘Forsaking’ opens Xmas Day at 
the Capitol, New York, when ‘Paint- 
ed Veil’ goes out. ‘David Copper- 
field,’ slated for that date, isn’t 
— hence ‘Forsaking’ is rushed 
n, 


N. Y. Catholics Meeting 
Thurs. to Map Campaign 








New York Catholic Council of 
the Legion of Decency meets on 
Thursday (20) for its first luncheon 
meeting in the Empire State build- 
ing, New York. Al Smith is chair- 
man of the council. 

The council was named by Car- 
dinal Hayes of the N. Y. diocese as 
an advisory board to the church on 
its campaign for clean films. Vig- 
ured at this meeting the council 
will formulate plans of organization. 

At this Thursday confab it is be- 
lieved a plan of campaign on oked 
and nixed pix will be formulated. 
Exhibs would prefer any such lists 
be issued from New York rather 
than Chicago. The Chi decisions 
are generally regarded as too eeu 








WB Will Roadshow 


‘Summer Night’s Dream’ 


‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ (WB) 
will probably be roadshown upon 
release next spring. Special tour 
is being aimed for at least 10 of 
the major keys and may be extend- 
ed. This is Max Reinhardt’s pro- 
duction. 

Plan is tentative, although War- 
ners is about settled on the special 
showing. Expected that the picture 
will be launched in May. 


CONSOL. LAB.-U 
DEAL INCLUDES 
$2,000,000 B.R. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Exclusive contract whereby Con- 
solidatted Film Laboratories will do 
all of Universal's negative and release 
print processing for the next two 
years, was signed here last week. 
Consolidated has been angling for 
the Universal business for some 
time, as the work was needed to 
keep the labs of Consolidated both 
east and west up to somewhere near 
the capacity mark. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
Universal closes its studio labora- 
tory the first of January, and about 
100 workers will be dropped from 
the payrolls. Consolidated extends 
several concessions to U for closing 
its own plant, one of which is the 
provision that the producing com- 
pany has a cash and credit fund 
available said to be around 
$2,000,000. 

Final details of the negotiations 
were handled by Carl Laemmle, 
R. H. Cochrane and Judge Willard 
McKay for Universal, with Herbert 
Yates, Ben Goetz and Ralph Poucher 
representing Consolidated Lab. 
Cochrane, McKay, Yates and 
Poucher returned to New York im- 
mediately after the final papers were 
signed. 


Sheehan Back to Coast, 
Kent Goes After Xmas 


Winnie Sheehan, in from _ the 
Coast, Saturday (15) accompanied 
by Gabe Yorke, probably will depart 
for the studio at the end of this 
week. 

S. R. Kent is not expected to 
leave for Hollywood until after 
Christmas. Reorg of Fox Met and 
certain final details of the F-WC 
and Skouras deal are detaining him, 
according to accounts. Kent is ex- 
pected to remain on the Coast until 
late in January. 

















Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Forsaking directing to return to 
the typewriter, Edwin Burke has 
been assigned to do the screen play 
for ‘Farmer Takes a Wife’ at Fox. 

Warner Baxter is the only player 
cast, with possibilities that several 
of the people now in the play will be 
engaged for the picture when Win- 
field R. Sheehan looks it over on his 
current New York visit. 





Pat Casey East 


Pat Casey is due in New York 
early this week. 

He’s fully recovered from his re- 
cent illness on the Coast. Indispo- 
sition was precipitated by too stren- 
uous dieting. * 


FOLLOWS INDIES 
CHUB TO MG PIX 


Circuit Seeking Chi Nabe 
Houses as Exhibs Con- 
tinue Boycott of Metro- 
Goldwyn Product—Exhibs 
Burn at Percentage, Pre- 
ferred Playing Dates— 
Breaks Long-Standing 
Loew Policy 








AARON JONES ANGLE 





Chicago, Dec. 1T. 


Addition of another national the- 
atre circuit to the Chicago theatre 
picture is in readiness following the 
start of negotiations by Loew’s last 
week for possible theatre acquisi- 
tions in this town. Loew’s is un- 
derstood planning to sweep into 
town with the take-over of a num- 
ber of theatres throughout the 
neighborhoods. 

This decision on the part of 
Loew’s follows the current boycott 
against Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer pic- 
tures by the majority of ex- 
hibitors in the neighborhood dis- 
tricts. Action on the part of the 
exhibs concerns the sales policy of 
Metro and the exchange’s set policy 
of 13 pictures on percentage plus 
preferred playing time for these 
percentage pictures on Saturday 
and Sunday. Exhibs have been bat- 
tling this percentage policy for the 
past few years, and in this selling 
season got together on a general 
plan of refusing to buy Metro or 
any other product on percentage 
and preferred playing time. 

Both Metro and the exhibs have 
refused to budge from their stand, 
with the result that Metro has sold 
only a small portion of its sales 
potential in Chicago. In the month 
of January the Metro exchange here 
will get a general release ouly for 
‘What Every Woman Knows,’ which 
is on last year’s contract. But such 
pictures as ‘Chained,’ ‘Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ ‘Girl from Mis- 
souri,’ all on this year’s contract, 
are getting only a small number of 
dates. 

B. & K. Life-Saver 

Only play the Metro product is 
getting is from Balaban & Katz, 
which has a franchise of the Metro 
product. But in such groups as 
Essaness theatre, Schoenstadt’s, 
Lasker, Courshon, Van Omikos and 
the great bulk of the other indie 
exhibs Metro is strictly on the other 
side of the fence. It represents one 
of the few instances on record that 
the exhibs have stuck together on 
any one general policy. 

Loew’s is not planning to come 
into the loop since there are no 
houses available in the first place, 
and second, because B. & K. is 
using the pictures on its franchise 
basis. In the franchise there is a 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Gross Trends 1928-32 





Washington, Dec. 17. 
The trends in gross figures 
in the amusement industry as 
revealed by a special analysis 
of Internal Revenue Bureau 
figures compiled by VARIETY 
for the past five years: 
Motion Picture Producers 


1932 ..cceee eocervers $190,795,000 
1831 ..cccccccceccee 441,948,000 
1930 ..cccccccccccces 410,700,000 
1929 c.cccccccccccee 945,445,000 
1928 ..ccccccccccecs 230,266,000 


Motion Picture Exhibitors 
i Sree 
1931 ..ccocccccscees 484,652,000 


1930 ..cccccccesecee 513,104,000 
1929 eeeeeeeeeereree 508,438,000 
1928 ....-. eovsesesec 407,842,000 


Legtimate and Vaude Theatres 
| er 
TORE bcdccccacsassas . See 
BORE on ccctesecesscss® Saeeee 
| 103,809,000 
Se ee er 204,756,000 
Comparison of the trends in 
the amusement field demon- 
strates that while industry 
generally began to feel declin- 
ing incomes in advance of the 
collapse of the stock market in 
1929 the effect of the economic 
nightmare did not reach film 
producers until 1932 and did 
not hit exhibitors until 1931. 
The legitimate and vaudeville 
take began nose-diving in 1929 
and the downward movement 
gained momentum each year, 
in sharp contrast to the rising 
income of exhibitor box offices. 











PIAZZA AIDE T0 
COHEN ON PAR 
PROD 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Ben Piazza checked in at Para- 
mount today (Monday) as execu- 
tive aide and general contact for 
“manuel Cohen. Piazza _ recently 
left Metro, where he filled casting 
and executive posts for five years. 
Mel Shauer, who has been studio 
contact at Paramount for the past 
two Years, has been promoted to 
product pictures intended for the 
foreign market. He will supervise 
the making of all this type of pro- 
duction. 
Shauer, with the Paramount or- 
ganization for more than 10 years, 
is a nephew of Adolph Zukor and 








son of the late Emil E. Shauer, 





Selznick Sticking at Metro, 
Schulberg Seen Bowing into Studio 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Coincident with the depar-ure for 
New York of Nicholas M. Schenck, 
due there tomorrow (Tuesday) a.m., 
it is authentically learned that Da- 
vid O. Selznick and Metro studio 
have entered into a deal for the 
producer to remain at Culver City 
one, maybe two, years more. There 
is a strong poscibility B. P. Schul- 
berg may join the studio production 
cabinet about that time. 

Before boarding the Chief, ac- 
companied by his wife, his brother, 
Joseph M. Schenck, and his nephew, 
Artie Stebbins, Nick Schenck stated 
there would Ve no changes in the 





executive setup at the Metro studia, 





adding that everything was ami- 
cable and satisfactory between pro- 
ducers and execs on the lot. 

It is understood that the new 
Selznick deal was agreed to after 
Schenck got a look at ‘David Cop- 
perfield,’ having ogled it in the 
studio projection room last week. 
Clinching of the agreement whereby 
Selznick continues as he has been 
for the last two years put at rest 
reports that Selznick was leaving 
at the close of his current contract. 
Such reports started before Schenck 
arrived here and were augmented 
by a circumstantial story that Da- 
vid and Myron Selznick would pair 
up on an independent producing 
proposition, 


Boards Start 


Functioning, Renewed Talk on 
Prod. Brings in Schulberg-Wanger 


Paramount is in the middle be- 
tween its trustees and the new 
company board. From a practical 
standpoint the new board controls 
Par. Actually the company’s over- 
all supervision is still under the 
court’s trustees. Between these two 
ends is the executive end. 

Problems linger so long in com- 
pany hands that they become di- 
gested throughout the trade long 
before Par itself makes ~.p its mind. 

One of the more vital questions 
which has been lingering for many 
weeks has been that of the com- 
pany’s studio. Paramount officials 
as well as parties to the company’s 
reorganization, including downtown 
personalities, have discussed the 
situation, With Manny Cohen 
present head of production, talk has 
linked the names of B. P. Schlulberg 
and Walter Wanger as prospective 
candidates to work with or under 
Cohen. 

Schulberg is understood practic- 
ally set to go to Metro but latest 
accounts are that Par is tempting 
him to stay. Wanger was east last 
week for the ‘President Varnishes’ 
debut. While in New York he also 
confabbed with Par parties about an 
executive studio berth. 

There is authority for the belief 
that the trustees may take the in- 
itiative on the studio matter. But 
in the nature of Paramount things 
and considering that the new Par 
crowd involved in reorganization 
may prefer that the matter be left 
for them to handle, can cause a 
postponement of action. 

According to Par home office pub- 
licity channels, no negotiations are 
on for a change in the production 
setup of Paramount. Reports link- 
ing on Schulberg and Wanger for 
studio executive posts have been 
around. The Schulberg rumor is not 
new; the Wanger thing has popped 
up every now and then for six 
months or more. Mannie Cohen re- 
mains as is at the helm of Par pro- 
duction, say official public relations 
sources. 

While the presumption is not 
wholly unreasonable that either 
might eventually return to Par in 
an executive production capacity, 
insiders in Par are loath to specu- 
late favorably on the imminency of 
such chances. 

Officially, so far as Par is con- 
cerned, Schulberg has_ entirely 
‘severed _his connections with the 
company. He completed his second 
contract as an independent pro- 
ducer releasing through Par on de- 
livery of ‘Behold My Wife,’ starring 
Sylvia Sidney. 

Wanger is under contract to pros 
duce six pictures this year for Par 
release, first of which, ‘President 
Vanishes,’ is now on release. His 





second will be ‘Private Worlds.’ 

Wanger went back to Hollywood 
last week, Schulberg is still in New 
York. 





Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

As detailed in another story in 
this issue, B. P. Schulberg will be 
the second Paramount alumnus to 
£0 to M-G-M if he makes the move. 
Previously Sam Katz signed up as a 
studio exec. 

Schulberg in his unit production 
at Par is understood to have had 
Erpi financial stimulus in addition 
to certain private money support. 
If the Metro deal goes likely Erpi 
will be in the picture once more 
with Schulberg should be become an 
individual producer, 

It is not certain whether the 
Schulberg-Metro talk hovers over a 
unit production proposition or a 
studio producer post. 





Jones in New York 


Chicago, Dec. 1T. 
Aaron Jones, loop theatre owner, 
left suddenly last week for a trip 
to Washington and New York. 
Was accompanied by his attore 
jneys. 
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Keynote Talk of 20%, Cancellation 


———= 


Demand, While Casually Presented, 
Causing Conjecture Within Trade 





Trade conjecture is wide on the 
20% cancellation demand by the 
MPTOA as sounded last week 
through Ed Kuykendal, president. 
The big thought on the problem is, 
how come no effort so far has been 
made to seek this concession via 
the code? 

It could be that the matter has 
come up too suddenly in the 
MPTOA mind to present it to the 
Code Authority for consideration, 
as yet. But it’s assured that no 
such wide cancellation privilege can 
come through the standard con- 
tract. 


The code allows a 10% cancella- 
tion privilege but of how much 
value the 10% cancellation privilege 
can be to the average exhibitor 
under the limitations and condi- 
tions impoged by the code, it is 
pointed out, is an open question. 

The angle of Kuykendal’s object- 
ive, however, as was pronounced by 
him before the MPTOA convention 
of North and South Carolina, only 
a week ago, could be that he is 
sounding the battle cry for removal 
of the conditions surrounding the 
10% cancellation privilege, at least. 


Trade thought is that the 20% 
privilege sought is one which the 
companies will fight stubbornly. To 
grant this wide cancellation privi- 
lege en blanc could open the way 
for the shattering of the block 
booking principle in the trade. The 
MPTOA as a body is not against 
block booking. Matter of fact, the 
MPTOA sees block booking as a 
necessity in the trade, but it wants 
a wider margin for the exhibitor 
to make a choice buy of product. 


Then again, the MPTOA bugle 
call may be just one of those 
strategic moves to jump ahead of 
the Allied group. 

Feeling is that Kuykendal’s ad- 
dress in North Carolina was made 
with much consideration afore- 
hand and that high execs of the 
trade expected it. 

The big question is whether the 
demand as made was only an ad- 
dress or really the beginning of a 
campaign. 


STAHL ON BICYCLE 
BETWEEN U AND METRO 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

John M. Stahl, before returning 
to Universal to make one picture on 
his new deal for $75,000 and 20% 
of the net, will return to Metro, 
from which organization he has 
been absent about eight years. First 
of the Metro series will go into 
work shortly after New Year’s when 
he returns from New York. 

Universal is to give him 60 days’ 
notice to return. Expected the call 
will come some time in the summer. 


UA’s Sales Huddles 


United Artists is holding a mid- 
season sales confab between home 
office execs headed by Al Lichtman 
and the field force. Huddle is split 
into four regional meetings, with the 
first taking place Sunday (16) at the 
Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, and 
covering the southern branches. 

Eastern meeting skeded for Dec. 
22 at the home office and the west- 
ern meeting is marked for Dec, 29 
at the Drake Hotel, Chicago. 

















‘LADY BEWARE’ AGAIN 


Col Pulls One Down Off the Shelf 
For Bachman 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Columbia has ‘Lady Beware’ off 
the shelf again after being an on- 
and-offer for several months. J. G. 
Bachman will now produce it. 

Doris Anderson joins Columbia’s 
writing staff to write the new treat- 
ment. 





COL.’S NEW SOUND STAGE 
Hollywood, Dee. 17. 
Columbia has awarded contract 
for the construction of a new scor- 
ing stage and sound building on its 
lot to cost $45,000. 
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1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 21 

Astor—Babes in Toyland’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Capitol—‘Forsaking All Oth- 
ers’ (MG) (25). 

Mayfair—‘Hell in the Heav- 
ens’ (Fox) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Bright 
(Fox) (20). 

Paramount—‘Here is 
Heart’ (Par). ‘ 

Rialto—Gay Bride’ (Metro) 
(18). 

Rivoli—‘Barnum’ (UA) (22). 

Roxy—Anne of Green Ga- 
bles’ (Radio). 

Week of Dec. 28 

Capitol—‘Forsaking All Oth- 
ers’ (MG) (2d wk). 

Mayfair—I_ Sell 
(WB) (26). 

Music Hall—‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio) (27). 


Eyes’ 


My 


Anything’ 


Paramount—‘Here is My 
Heart’ (Par) (24 wk). 

Rialto — ‘Murder in_ the 
Clouds’ (WB) (25). 

Rivoli—‘Barnum’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 


Roxy—‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(Radio) (2d wk). 


VERDICT FOR KEARNS, 
CURTIZ CASE PUT OVER 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Two actions involving paternity 
reached final stages in local courts 
last week. Jack Kearns, former 
manager of Jack Dempsey, sued for 


$23,400 by Elizabeth Williams, was 
adjudged by Superior Judge Myron 
Westover as not the father of the 
plaintiff's 9-year-old daughter. 

Woman, former cigar counter girl 
in Dempsey’s Barbara hotel here, 
charged Kearns forced her to sign, 
at the point of a gun, a paper ab- 
solving him of paternity of the 
child. 

Settlement out of court of the 
case of Mathilde Foerster against 
Michael Curtiz, involving support 
of her son, 14, was indicated in 
Superior Court when the case was 
continued indefinitely. 

















IRISH WAR IN WORK 


O’Flaherty’s ‘Informer’ Handed to 
John Ford Direction 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


John Ford has been engaged by 
Radio to direct the screen version 
of Lian O’Flaherty’s ‘The Informer’, 
story of the Black and Tan op- 
pression in Ireland. Dudley Nichols 
will write ‘the screen play. Same 
directorial and writing combo did 
Radio’s ‘Lost Patrol’. 

Nichols goes over the fence as 
soon as he completes. scripting 
Paramount’s ‘Crusades’, 





Would Wash Up 2 Par 
Claims for $10,000,000 


After argument against Para- 
mount of claims arising out of long 
pending anti-trust actions, briefs 
were filed before Special Master 
John E. Joyce during the past week 
with the Par trustees attempting 
to wash out $10,000,000. 

Claims are those of the E. M. 
Loew circuit in New England and 
the Momand theatre chain in Okla- 
homa, both of which several years 
ago sued Par, et al., under the Sher- 
man anti-trust laws. 





MORGAN FOR ‘ZIEGFELD’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Universal is trying to borrow 
Frank Morgan from Metro to play 
the part of Charles Dillingham in 
‘Great Ziegfeld.’ 

Picture will have testimonial foot- 
age of the various stars who worked 
for Ziegfeld appearing their flash 
number of the picture. Will Rogers 
and Eddie Cantor are already okayed 





} for the appearance, 


MG Ships Own Trailers, 


Divorcing Nat. Screen 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Metro is shipping trailers on 
‘Biography of a Bachelor Girl’ and 
‘The Night Is Young’ to the com- 
pany’s own exchanges in prepara- 
tion for inauguration of release of 
Metro’s trailers to theatres starting 


Jan: 45 

Company is breaking away from 
National Screen Service distribu- 
tion of its advance trailers effec- 
tive Jan. 1 in favor of its own ex- 
changes, although NSS will arrange 
to service customers with Metro 
trailers the same as it has been 
doing on the Warner product for 
the past several years. 


EASTERN PROD. 
DWINDLES AWAY 


Eastern film production, which 
looked so promising at the begin- 
ning of the season, has slowed down 
to a crawl, 


Not a feature now being made, 
and only two plants now operating 
—Paramount studio in Astoria and 
Warner lot in Flatbush, both for 
shorts. Astoria shorts maker is 
Christie (Educational). 

Only other current eastern ac- 
tivity is at the Caraval studio in 
Hempstead, L. I., where the Dave 
Pincus outfit is making an indus- 
trial for Gocdrich Rubber. 

East’s last feature-length was 
Burt Kelly and Bill Saal’s Select 
Pictures’ ‘Bad Penny’, which con- 
cluded Dec. 4 at the Biograph stu- 
dio. Hecht-MacArthur are finished 
in Astoria. Nothing further in the 
feature line is in prospect for New 
York or vicinity. 


JOCK WHITNEY CONFABS 
ON PIONEER PIX SETUP 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Jock Whitney landed here Thurs- 
day (13) for a three-week stay for 
Pioneer and Technicolor confer- 
ences. He is making his headquar- 
ters at Pathe where Pioneer is pro- 
ducing. 

During his stay it is expected 
Pioneer’s future production plans 
will be settled. 

















‘PASSPORT’ DELAYED 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Columbia’s ‘Passport to Fame,’ the 
Edward Ga, Robinson picture, 
washed up Tuesday night, 15 days 
behind schedule. 

Picture is the second straggler on 
the lot, ‘Carnival’ limping in last 
week nine days over the schedule. 





Amusements, Marking Time, F low 


General Reactionary Trend; 4 Show 
Issues Among Market's Hot Dozen 


4 








> 7 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low.Last.chge, 
600 Col. Pict.. 39 39 3 + % 
300 Con. Film. 4% 4% 4%— % 
1,500 Kast. K...100% 108%, 108% + % 
1,400 Fox A..... 13% 138% 184— % 
11,700 Gen, E.... 20% 19% 19% + % 
5,300 Loew ..... 3614 35% 35% + % 
4,700 Par. ctfs.. 3% 3% 3%-—% 
1,000 Pathe A... 144% 14 14% + & 
_ ek » » i 5% 5 6% + 
6,000 RKO ..... 2% 24 2%+% 
3,900 W. B......% 4% 4% 4%—% 
CURB 
100 Tech ..... 13 13 13 
BONDS 
$8,000 Gen. T 8% 8 8% 
8,000 Loew ..... 104% 104% 104% — % 
5,000 Par-F-L 61% 64% G4%— % 
1,000 Do ctfs 64% 64% G44e— % 
25,000 Par-Pub n 64% 64% 
24,000 Do ctfs.. 65 64% 64%+ % 
54,000 W. B...... 60% 59% 59% + %&% 











ALLAN RIVKIN BOUGHT 
FROM MG FOR FOX LOT 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 





Following his work on ‘Okay 
Argentina’ Fox has bought Allan 
Rivkin’s writing contract from 
Metro. ; 


Rivkin left for New York Satur- 
day night to make arrangements for 


‘ 





Market vesterday ‘Monday) was 
color.ess, the slight price changes 
meaning little. Amusements, led 
by Loew’s commen and Pathe A, 
were firm, RKO was active and 
higher while Ra-lio Corp. common 
stiffened to 5%. 

Reactionary tendencies continued 
to grip market in most of sessions 
during past week, Dow Jones indus- 
trial averages slipping 1.99 points 
to 100.84 at close. Amusement group 
followed general trend and fell back 
0.562 points to close slightly above 
25%. Such action had been antiei< 
pated, and it was only reasonable 
to expect amusements to take tim@ 
out to consolidate recent gains. 

Amusement group of 12 repre« 
sentative stocks rose to 26 on avere 
ages and declined to 24% at its low- 
est point. Pronounced weakness if 
Eastman Kodak and declining tend- 
encies of Loew’s common and Pathe 
A augmented the general slump in 
this group. In fact, only four of the 
12 managed to wind up week behind 
plus signs. 

Amusements had closed higher as 
a group the previous six weeks, and 
only the most optimistic bulls had 
expected a continuance of that 
trend. Chartwise, the decline in 
amusement group last week prob- 
ably enhanced its position. Further 
consolidation or period of marking 
time would seem likely. 

Interest in group was centered on 





publication of ‘I Wasn't Born Yes- 
terday,’ which he authored with 
Leonard Spigleglass. McCauley will 
publish. 


Par Wins Priority from 
MG on Nightingale Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Metro has dropped its idea of 
making “The Brave Live On,’ yarn 
based on the life of Florence Night- 
ingale, in favor of Paramount, 
which proved priority to a story on 
the English nurse, announced last 
July. 

Paramount at that time an- 
nounced it would make a picture 
based on the Crimean War experi- 
ences of the nurse, and since then 
has had a script completed. Re- 
cently Metro bought ‘Brave Live 
On’ from Florence Ryerson and 
Colin Clements and Par, put in a 
protest. 

Paramount, holding off produc- 
tion until priority was established, 
will now assign a director to its 
story, hoping to get into produc- 
tion with it early in the new year. 











WEITZENKORN’S CHORE 


Louis Weitzenkorn has closed a 
one picture deal with Reliance. 

Author left for the Coast Satur- 
day (15). 





Elongated Pix Socking Exhibs; 
H'wood Blames It on Studio Ego 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

In the past few months a dozen 
features have been released, the 
running time of which has been well 
over 105 minutes. Against an aver- 
age running time of silent pictures 
which was around 75 minutes, talk- 
ers scale about 90 minutes. Now 
comes the hour and three-quarter 
features and a terrific headache for 
theatre operators, particularly those 
playing double features. And who 
isn’t? 

Recent features which have gone 
over 105 minutes are ‘Monte Cristo,’ 
‘Cleopatra,’ ‘Gay Divorcee,’ ‘Bar- 
retts,’ ‘Rothschild,’ “Treasure Island’ 
and ‘Scarlet Empress.’ 

When played on twin bills, It 
means that the theatre doesn’t 
break until 1 a. m. It also means 
that if the house is in a neighbor- 
hood, it opens at 7 p. m., and the 
first show isn’t over until 10 or 
10:30. That kills any chance of 
turnover on a second show. Even 
without the long picture and with 
two average length pictures it’s 
9:30 before the first performangee is 
over and 12:30 before the show 
breaks. 

Studios are being blamed for not 





getting a picture down to program 





length of around 80-90. Trimming 
could be done on most of the long 
features, but it is charged this 
would mean that some favorite piece 
of writing, directing or acting would 
have to come out. 

It usually means that some single 
person is weighty enough to keep 
in extraneous material, no matter 
how much other people on the pic- 
ture would like to see it eliminated. 
Another cause is that since the 
screen found voice, there has been 
a marked tendency to overwrite and 
likewise a great tendency, mostly 
through personal pride of producer, 
to see everything visioned on the 
screen. 

With a picture playing only about 
10% of its dates as a single feature, 
time element is important to box 
offices, where the patrons, particu- 
larly families, object to being kept 
up so late. Youngsters who get 
family permission to attend nabe 
houses are prevented from going 
because of parental objections .to 
coming home late. Theatre opera- 
tors are all familiar with this situa- 
tion, but unable to do anything as 
long as producers continue to turn 


Loew's since dividend action on 
common was slated. Directors voted 
an extra cash dividend, as had been 
forecast. Some were disappointed 
at the amount, 75c per share extra 
being voted. But this, plus usual 
25e quarterly payment, made a neat 
Christmas gift for stockholders, dive 
idends being payable Dec. 31 te 
stock on record Dec. 21. i 

Stock fell back on good news, but 
rallied near close to 35%, where it 
was off a point on week. Loew's 
common had gone to a new high for 
year at 87 preceding action on divi- 
dend, but its nearest approach dur 
ing past week was 36%. Volume 
was about same as preceding week. 
Some stockholders apparently haa 
been expecting $1 as an extra pay= 
ment or a small extra plus an ine 
crease in regular quarterly payment, 

Loew’s Salaries 

Previous to vote on dividend @ 
report was made to annual meeting 
of expenditures for management 
salaries. The figures issued showed 
that Nicholas Schenck, president, 
received $219,607; David Bernstein, 
vice-president and treasurer, $148,< 
664; J. R. Rubin, as an official of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, $67,000 dure 
ing past year. It also was revealed 
that Irving Thalberg, Rubin and 
Louis Mayer received total salaries 
of $287,000, and that, in addition, the 
Mayer company, composed of these 
individuals, received $741,738 as 
their share of the profits from 
Metro-Goldwyn film productions, 
Cc. C. Moskowitz was elected a di~ 
rector to Loew’s, Inc, at the 
meeting. ‘ 

Metro-Goldwyn preferred stiffened 
to 275% on issuance of annual re=# 

(Continued on page 27) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward Small. 
Louis Weitzenkorn. 
Lillian Hellman, 
Sam Wood. ; 
Harry M. Warner. 
S. Charles EFinfeld. 
Andy Smith, 

Jake Wilk. 
Marguerite Wallman. 
W. R. Sheehan, 
Gabe Yorke. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Richard Boleslawski. 
Bob Gillham. 

John M. Stahi. 

R. H. Cochrane, 
Willard McKay. 
Herbert H. Yates. 
Ralph Poucher. 

J. T. Reed. 

BH. Y. Harbure. 
Frank Lawton. 
Evelyn Laye. 

Tom Mix. 

Dick English, 

Ray Long. 

Allan Rivkin, 

Pat Casey. 

Henry Armetta. 
Arthur Jacobs. 
Carroll Peacock. 
Hardie Albright. 
Martha Sleeper. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Paul Muni. 

Arthur Stebbins, 
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Mascot Tagged as Code Violator, 
Agrees to Behave Under NRA Whip: 


(ther Indies Face Wage Complaints 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

After the Studio Labor Board 
brought in its decision on 12 com- 
plaints filed against Mascot Pictures 
for asserted violations of minimum 
wage scales as set up by the Mo- 
tion Picture Code, the independent 
producing company, through Al Le- 
voie, signed a compliance agreement 
to carry out all provisions of the 
Code, to pay scale wages for specific 
work henceforth and to eliminate 
practice of having workers hired for 
one classification of work double up 
on something else that rates higher 
or lower pay. 

The Studio Labor Board, after 
hearing the complaints § against 
Mascot, ordered the latter to make 
restitution in several cases. 

Claims Ignorance of Rules 

Argument of Levoie, who acted 
for Nat Levine and the company, 
was that he did not understand that 
workers hired for one type of job 
could not do work of another clas- 
sification where the scale was differ- 
ent. 

In commenting on the complaints 
before the Studio Labor Board, Le- 
voie stated that only two of the 12 
had to be adjusted, and total amount 
of $15.67 was paid to the complain- 
ants in those two instances. The 
other 10 complaints, he asserted, 
Were dropped by the board. 

Although Mascot was reported to 
be the first independent to be haled 
before the Studio Labor Board on 
alleged wage scale violations of code 
rates, it is known that numerous of 
independent companies 
will have complaints filed against 
them by unions and other employe 
groups. 

Crafts Rounding Up Evidence 


The craft organizations are start- 
ing an aggressive campaign to ob- 
tain affidavits of members who were 
forced to accept less than code scale 
figures. They are even gathering 
affidavits of members who are ap- 
proached by the quickie producers 
to chisel on existing code rates, and 
who lose their jobs when they re- 
fuse to talk cutting prices. 

With the Studio Labor Board ap- 
parently ready to take action 
against code wage violators, the 
unions and other organizations are 
ready to push their complaints, If 
there should be a slip-up in any pro- 
ceedings where one or more groups 
find a quickie producer is a consist- 
ent chiseler with his crews and no 
results can be obtained, there is a 
chance that certain of the unions 
will put up the ban whereby no 
members of the organizations can 
accept jobs with the guilty quickie 
makers. 


N.Y. INDIES PROTEST 
LOEW’S PROTECTION 


The I.T.0.A. will hold a meeting 
tomorrow (Wednesday) to consider 
a resolution of protest against the 
Loew Circuit's system of protection 
now in effect in Greater New York. 
Indies claim that under this system 
they do not get pictures for their 
houses until the Loew theatres have 
Played them, which in some in- 
Stances is declared to have been 
more than two months after the 
first run. 

Indies demand that the protection 
Clauses be amended so that they 
will have an equal chance with the 











Loew subsequent runs. 
WARNERITES WEST 
Warner exec group left for the 


Coast Friday (14), to be gone until 
after the first of the year. Periodic 
Studio huddle on production. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry M Warner, 
Andy Smith, Jake Wilk and Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Charles Einfeld comprised 
the departing contingent. 


+ 








POSTPONE ON BRANDT 





Hearing on Newark Yelp Against 
WB Put Over by C.A. 





Due to inability to get a full 
board together, the hearing of Har- 
ry Brandt’s claim of excessive pro- 
tection against his Broad Street 


theatre, Newark, by Warner Bros., 
called for yesterday (Monday) was 
postponed by the Local Board of the 
Code Authority until Friday (21). 

Postponement was made over the 
vigorous protest of Brandt, who 
charged that failure of the major 
distributor’s representative, in this 
case Joe Lee of Fox, to attend the 
hearing was damaging his, Brandt’s, 
interests. Local Board’s secretary 
said that an effort was made to get 
an alternate but there wasn’t suf- 
ficient time and the postponement 
was necessary, as under the rules 
the board could not function with- 
out the presence of a major dis- 
tributor’s representative. 

Brandt’s complaint against War- 
ners is that his Broad St. theatre is 
set back by a 30-day protection ar- 
rangement between Warner the- 
atres and distribs. ° 


Breaches of NRA 
Being Handled by 
Calif. Labor Bd. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Prosecution of NRA code viola- 
tions involving labor complaints, 


picture and otherwise, in this dis- 
trict, will be handled through the 
California State Labor Bureau, ac- 
cording to a decision reached last 
week between Charles H. Cunning- 
ham, code compliance executive, 
and Deputy Labor Commissioner 
Barker and the bureau’s attorneys, 
Charles F. Lowy and Leo Schaumer. 

As yet no violations involving pic- 
ture or theatre cases have been 
prepared for legal action, although 
a number loom in the offing, to- 
gether with many asserted viola- 
tions in other industries now in 
preparation for the courts. 

NRA is relying on the State 
agency for its enforcement channel 
because California, through legis- 
lative act, has adopted the Na- 
tional Recovery Act as its State 
code of fair practice. 

Code lapses, complained of to 
NRA, will thus be handled for ad- 
judication or trial through the 
regular routine of labor cases which 
is the State Labor Bureau’s special 
province, instead of being taken di- 
rectly to local or Federal courts by 
the code administration. 

Activity in the Bureau and 
almost daily conferences between 
Cunningham and <.is aides and 
Deputy Barker's staff indicate that 
the Blue Eagle's talons are being 
sharpened for vigorous action. 


Congested Music Hall 
Gives ‘Gables’ to Roxy 


Released by the Music Hall, N. Y., 
which has first call under its con- 
tract, Radio’s ‘Anne of Green 
Gables’ has been sold to the Roxy. 
It goes in Christmas week (21) on 
a two weeks’ commitment. 

Although released out of town, 
picture has been held up in New 
York while the Music Hall was 
making up its mind due to product 
jam. 
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NO NAT’L 2-C SCHEDULE 





GODE AUTHORITY 
EEO IT'S FUTILE 


Instead the Local Zoning 
and Clearance Boards 
Will Give It a Once-Over- 
Lightly as Each Squawk 
Looms—K. C. Test Pre- 
cedent’s Fliv Was the 
Convincer 








NEW ARTICLE VI 





It’s official that there will be no 
such thing as a clearance and Zon- 
ing schedule written into the revised 


film code. The thing is out definite- 
ly and completely. Instead the Code 
Authority will feel welcome to 
consider any zoning and clearance 
squawk individually and locally. 

From now on any mention of 
schedules in zoning and clearance 
gets the absent minded treatment 
from the C.A. 

The simple q.e.d. of the matter is 
that schedules based on price can- 
not be had legally. So, the matter 
is to be let alone. It took a year or 
more to figure the thing out but 
anyway it’s finally figured. 

Exhibs and others may have spent 
time and money to demonstrate 
their knowledge of the scheme 
of things in the film busines, and 
travelled long distances for that 
purpose to hear themselves talk be- 
fore the C.A. in New York, but 
that’s all they accomplished. 

Eventually the schedule portion 
of zoning and clearance will proba- 
bly be thrown out of the code via 
an appeal to delete the code. 

So far as can be gleaned the Code 
Authority privy council figured on 
this outcome anyway. That’s how 
come the amendment to the code 
not so long ago to read as follows: 

‘A new subsection (c) to be added 
to Article VI, Part 1, Section 7: 

‘(c) Local Clearances and Zoning 
Boards, in addition to the powers 
and duties otherwise provided for 


(Continued on page 63) 





|When Film Code Reopens Wed. (19), 
the Pic Biz Will Seek to Ease 
‘« Its Own Restrictions on Realty 





Rosy’s New Billing 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Sol A. Rosenblatt, who is 
doubling as head of the NRA 
compliance staff and chief of 
Division Five, was given a new 
moniker last week by the NRA 
board. Instead of being ‘Di- 
rector of Field Administration,’ 
Rosy now goes under the tag 
‘Compliance and Enforcement 
Director.’ 

Board explained new label 
‘is more descriptive of the 
duties of the position.’ 


M. P. LAB CODE 
COMPROMISED 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


Compromise over changes in labor 
clauses of the motion picture lab- 
oratory code was reached last week 
at a conference of trade leaders and 
Government officials. Revised com- 
pact is expected to be approved some 
time this week. 

Principal concession obtained by 
labor provides for reduction of time 
for night work. Under agreement 
negotiated by Deputy Administrator 
William P. Farnsworth, 40-hour 
limit on day work is continued but 
a 38-hour maximum is applied to 
night work with employees getting 
paid at the rate of 40 hours for the 
shorter period. 

















Freund-MG Dickering 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Metro is negotiating with Karl 
Freund for a directorial contract. 
Cameraman-director recently left 
Universal where he had been for 
five years. 





Stockholders Battle Looms for 
Pathe's Reorg. Meeting on March 4 





A stockholders’ battle that may 
have repercussions in court looms 
up for the extraordinary meeting of 
Pathe, Inc., scheduled for March 4, 


1935, by order of N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Cotillo. A growing 
group of stockholders, backed by 
heavy legal artillery, is planning to 
oppose a phase of the reorganiza- 
tion plan which the present board 
of directors is desirous of putting 
through. This phase is the clause 
which authorizes the new corpora- 
tion to issue collateral secured notes 
limited to the aggregate principal 
amount of $4,000,000, the security for 
which is to be the assets of the cor- 
poration. 

Opponents to the plan claim that 
this loan provision weakens the new 
financial structure as contemplated 
and jeopardizes the interests of gen- 
eral stockholders by virtue of the 
fact that it becomes a prior lien on 
the assets of the company. This 
position, it is claimed, does not work 
to the best advantage of holders of 
8% preferred stock and the Class A 
preference stock because, in the 
event of liquidation, their rights are 
impaired through the obligation of 
covering the collateral note issue 
first. At present the Class A pref- 
erence stock occupies a preferential 
position on liquidation which 
amounts to $50 per share in case of 
involuntary liquidation and $75 per 
share in case of voluntary liquida- 
tion. 

What the opposition wants, and 





will put up a stiff fight for, is to 
maintain its priority rights without 
impairment. It claims that if the 
company needs. refinancing the 
stockholders should be given an op- 
portunity to participate in order to 
protect their holdings, and in this 
respect it points out that there is 
no provision in the reorganization 
plan to give them rights to sub- 
scribe to the loan issue. As the 
plan now stands, they claim, the 
$4,000,000 loan issue can be given 
to any individual or group of in- 
dividuals that the board of directors 
wants to, this serving to deprive the 
stockholders of their priority posi- 
tion in the event of liquidation, 
without an opportunity of protect- 
ing themselves. 

In the matter of assets, opposi- 
tion avers that Pathe’s ownership 
of 49% of Dupont Film, listed in the 
company’s comparative consolidated 
balance sheet at $4,000,000, is actu- 
ally worth around $8,000,000, and 
the question is asked what would 
happen to it in the event that the 
company defaulted at some later 
date on the collateral secured notes. 
The Dupont stock is the company’s 
principal asset. 

The opposing stockholders claim 
that the company has no right to 
deprive them of protective rights 
vested in them by the class of stock 
they hold, and they are preparing to 
carry their fight to the highest 
court in the event that the matter 
cannot be threshed out at the March 
meeting. 


+ 


Filmdom will render a picture of 
legal self-abnegation at the public 
hearing of the NRA on the film code 
which is to be held on Wednesday 
(19) in the small ballroom of the 
Willard Hotel, Washington. The 
move will be unprecedented. Film- 
dom will tell. the Government that 
one of its own conceived code por- 
tions should be deleted from the 
code because the clause is illegal 
per se. 

This is Part 6, Division E, of Ar- 
ticle V. It pertains to interference 
by parties in negotiations for leas- 
ing, owning or operating property in 
the film business. The clause pro- 
hibits such interference. 

Filmdom’s wisemen who at- 
tempted so zealously to make the 
film code provisions as exclusive 2s 
possible, in those early code-pre- 
paring days, have suddenly, and 
after a year, found themselves trip- 
ping over their own shrewdness, 
There are other clauses equally as 
shrewd and as impossible for the 
industry to carry out under the code 
but these will not come before the 
NRA at this coming hearing. 

Among such rules is one permit- 
ting premiums, and to which a 
goodly portion of the industry is 
opposed, especially the major chains, 


Zoning-Clearance Again 


More important than any of these 
foregoing is the proposal of the code 
to set up schedules of zoning and 
clearance. Such schedules have not 
been set up but no request has been 
made to eliminate these provisions 
from the code. 

The code permits 10% cancella- 
tion of programs as purchased on 
certain grounds. A 20% cancella- 
tion is asked for publicly by the 
MPTOA through Ed Kuykendal, 
president. To achieve this extra 
percentage of cancellation, the code 
must be amended. But no amend- 
ment of this 10% rule has been 
sought so far and will not come up 
at the scheduled NRA public hear- 
ing on Wednesday (19). 

The elders of the industry and 
filmdom’s shining legalites which 
includes among its former asso- 
ciates the present code compliance 
director apparently figured too 
smartly when making the code. 
What they attempted to do was to 
apply the industry’s principle of 
non-raiding of talent, to matters of 
real property also. In the matter of 
the property clause, the film law- 
yers and the trade’s savants were 
treading on the possible rights of 
third parties. Thus the clause may 
be unconstitutional. 

It is more than likely that there 
will be no objection to the deletion 
of this clause especially since those 
who framed it are now themselves 
appealing that it should be elimi- 
nated. The clause serves no con- 
structive purpose as part of the 
code. 

There are other amendments 
which are being sought and which 
have to do with granting the Code 
Authority the right to extend for 
itself the time limit for considera- 
tion of appeals at the conclusion of 
such hearings. Under the amend- 
ments sought, the Code Authority is 
seeking to have the privilege of 
granting itself an additional 30-day 
limit, or 45 days in all, if necessary 
to consider decisions it may want 
to make. 

Such extensions as are sought may 
provide an open season for stalling 
on decisions but more than likely 
the extensions are asked for be- 
cause experience during the past 
year indicates the Code Authority 
should be given more time for such 
purposes. 





Wallace at Fox 


Hollywood, Dee. 17. 
Richard Wallace, going to Fox to 
direct one, will do ‘Day Never 
Came,’ Vina Delmar story. 
Yarn is being scripted by Bartlett 
Cormack. 
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Yank Films Having 


Tough Going 


In Paris: ‘Caravan’ from $24,000 


To $7,000 in Week; Two UA Flops 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

American films are having a tough 
time standing up in Paris now. 
Characteristic complaint today is 
that they start off big and taper off 
much too quickly for comfort. 

One example is Fox’ ‘Caravan,’ 
which did a nifty $24,000 the first 
week at the Pathe-Nathan Ma- 
rignan, then dropped to about 
$11,000 on the second week and to 
under $7,000 in the third. Same 
picture, incidentally, grossed ap- 
proximately under $30,000 in two 
weeks at the Metropole, Brussels, 
swell for there. 

United Artists has been taking 
the worst rap locally in the way of 
diminishing returns. British-made 
‘Don Juan’ with Doug Fairbanks 
went boom badly, and ‘Daily Bread’ 
repeated. 

‘Men in White’ had a good open- 
ing at the Madeleine, but had to 
struggle thereafter. 

Estimates 

‘Don Juan’ (UA-London Films) 
(Lord Byron) (5th week). Been 
taking the rap something awful. 
Started on first week with about 
$5,000, fair; went down to $2,700 on 
the second stanza, poor, off to about 
$2,300 the third week and even less 
in the fourth. Being held in until 
Harry d’Arrast’s  tri- 
lingual, made in Spain, is ready to 
follow. 

‘Caravan’ (Fox) (Marignan) (4th 
week). A booking headache. 
French straight shot version made 
in Hollywood by Eric Pommer and 
with Charles Boyer was figured a 
natural. Opened strong at $24,000, 
but immediately fell off, getting less 
than $11,000 on the second stanza 
and about $7,000 on the third. 

‘Our Daily Bread’ (UA) (Miracles) 
(6th week). Hailed at its open- 
ing as a hit because of good pub- 
licity and rave notices. First week, 
$5,300, good, dropped to about 
$4,600 on second week, fair, $3,600 
third week and almost a complete 
frost fourth and fifth weeks. Being 
forced into sixth week by lack of 
UA pix. Fox ‘Marie Galante’ re- 
places. 

‘Tarzan and His Mate’ (Metro) 
(ist week). No gauge yet on pull- 
ing strength. ‘Men in White,’ dub- 
bed in French, just closed after a 
mediocre run of only four weeks. 
Figured too American for here, 
Frenchmen don’t know such modern 
hospitals exist. 

‘Dames’ (WB) and ‘Gambling 
Lady’ (WB) (Apollo) (5th week). 
Doing okay. Warner musicals al- 
ways play this house and have won 
it a steady clientele. 

‘It Ain’t No Sin’ (Par) (Champs- 
Elysees) (1st week). Just opened 
and looks set for a pleasant stay. 
That Mae West number eight con- 
tour has the French boys and girls 
plenty interested. 

‘Little Women’ (Radio) (Eduard 
VII) (37th week). This has been 
the best U. S. money film here in 
some time. Tapering off now. Was 
to be replaced last week by ‘No 
Greater Glory’ (Col) but latter pic 
was banned, so is holding on for 
a bit. 

‘Blood Money’ (UA) (Universal) 
(ist week). George Bancroft is a 
name to conjure with here. Film 
got off to a grand start at this 
small- seater, and looks like about 
$3,000 on the week, exceptional. Got 
about $330 on first day, $450 on 
second and $500 on third and looks 
like could build even more if house 
were bigger. 

Other American films now run- 
ning in Paris are ‘Most Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) and ‘Our Betters’ at 
Club d@’Artois; ‘Little Man, What 
Now,” (U). Courcelles; ‘Hollywood 
Party’ (MG), second run, Marbeuf; 
‘Below the Sea,’ (Col), Napoleon; 
‘Little Miss Marker’ (Par) and 
‘Notorious Sophie Lang’ (Par), 
Pantheon; ‘Finishing School’ 
(Radio), Raspail 216; ‘Whirlpool’ 
(Col), Studio Caumartin; ‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U) dubbed in French, 
Studio Haussmann; ‘Twentieth 
Century’ (Col), Ursulines and ‘Hips, 
Hips, Hooray’ (Radio), Washington. 


OMAHA DOWN 


"Hell In Heavens’ Dual May Get 





Omaha, Dec. 17. 

Weather man gets himself back 
in good graces by returning to nor- 
mal conduct, but it makes little dif- 
ference. Theatre row is just a place 
people used to patronize a couple of 
weeks ago, and it’s the department 
stores that are the focal point now. 
With the jammed elevators, bustling 
sidewalks, over-crowded trams it 
seems the entire populace is down- 
town from early morn to late eve- 
ning and that it should do the thea- 
tres some good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Fox) and 
‘Caravan’ (Fox). Started for about 
$8,000, good. Last week ‘St. Louis 
Kid’ (WB) doubled with ‘Bachelor 
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of Arts’ (Fox) to just top average 
and do about expectations, $8,200. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,200; 20-25- 
35)—‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Radio) 
dualled with ‘Side Streets’ <FN) 
Opening day strong, but some doubt 
about the rest of the week. Started 
for about $4,500, but questionable. 
Last week was a disappointment 
when ‘Captain Hates Sea’ (Col) 
double billed with ‘I Sell Anything’ 
(FN) failed of expectations by 
about one grand. Anyway wound 
up close to $4,000. 

World (Blank) (2,100: 25-35)— 
‘Case of the Howling Dog’ (WB) 
with ‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U). 
Likely around $4,000. Under new 
manager Emerson. Last week 
‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Strange Wives’ (U) the features. 
Stopped at $4,300. 


20,000 GOBS ON 
SHORE LEAVE 
HYPO FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 
Theatre business in the pre-Xmas 
slump was hopped up a little by the 
Pacific fleet which unloaded 20,000 
gobs on Market street this week. 
Show-hungry man o’ warsmen 
flocked to the first runs. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-35- 
40) —‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) and 
Horace Heidt on stage with Bert 
Levey vaudeville. Good for around 
$13,000, blac ink. Last week ‘Cap- 
tain Hates Sea’ (Col) with Heidt 
stage show finished with $15,000 and 
profit. 


Fox (Leo) (5,000; 30-35-40) — ‘JI 
Am Thief’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor of 
Arts’ (Fox). Will hit around $6,500, 
n.s.g. Last week ‘Wicked Woman’ 
(MG) and ‘Green Eyes’ (Par) closed 
at $9,000 and profit. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35- 
40)—‘Marines Are Coming’ (Mas) 
and ‘White Lies’ (Col). Blah $3,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,639; 35-40-65) 
—Painted Woman (MG) and stage 
show. Should hit around $20,000 
with Garbo. Last week ‘College 
Rhythm’ (Par) closed with $18,000 
and will move over to St. Francis. 

Paramount (FWC) — ‘Murder in 
Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Babes in Toy- 
land (MG). Will close week with 
$10,000, no night draw. Last week 
‘Music in Air’ (Fox) and ‘Behold 
My Wife’ (WB) drew mild $10,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,446; 30-35- 
40)—‘College Rhythm’ (Par). Moved 
over from Warfield, doing okay in 
this town and getting good plug 
due to Beverley and Billy Wiltshire, 
locals, in picture. Will finish with 
splendid $7,500. Last week ‘Flirta- 
tion Walk’ (WB) finished second 
week on Market street with $5,500. 

United Artists (UA) (1,200; 30- 
40-55) — ‘Kid Millions’ (UA) (34 
week). Closed final week at $4,000. 
Swell publicity and promotion work 
on this picture here. 








‘MURDER IN CLOUDS’ 
$7,000, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Dee. 17. 

Nothing in town this week to rave 
about, as holiday season is cutting 
into show shops, with banks and 
socks getting dough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
40)—‘Anne of Green Gables’ (Ra- 
dio) third week in town. Looks like 
$2,200, slow. Last week, same film, 
$2,800, good enough considering 
season, 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Have a Heart’ (MG) and ‘The 
Last Gentleman’ (UA) dual. May 
rate $3,200, pretty dull. Last week, 
‘No and Forever’ (Par) and 
‘Death on the Diamond’ (Par) dual, 
$3,600, fair. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40)—‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN). May 
hold until Christmas day, for seven 
days looks pretty good at $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Painted Veil’ (MG) 
around $7,600. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 25-35)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Col) (7th wk.). 
Steady, around $3,500. Last week, 


\same film, $4,100, good. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
40)—Imitation of Life’ (U). Moved 
over from Music Hall. May gather 
$2,500, good. Last week, ‘Firebird’ 
(WB) floppo around $2,000. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Kid Millions’ (UA). Big $8,600 
for Cantor. Last week, ‘Imitation 
of Life’ (U), around $5,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 25- 
35)—‘Murder in the Clouds’ (WB) 
and vaude. Estimated to touch 
$7,000, deemed okay. Last week, 
‘Babbitt’ (WB) and vaude, got 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-35)—Pursuit of Happiness’ 
(Par) and ‘Elinor Norton’ (Fox) 
dual, and vaude. Not likely to ex- 
ceed poor $5,500. Last week, ‘Lemon 
Drop Kid’ (Par) and ‘Gay Bride’ 
(MG) with stage unit (Cushman) 
$6,300, good. 


K. C.FAIR, ‘GIFT 
6, BRIDE 
$8500 


Kansas City, Dec. 17. 

Week before Christmas and man- 
agers are not expecting to break 
any records, unless they are low 
ones. However, they are jockeying 
for business and trying to get their 
share, 

For the first time in years the 
big downtown stores are remaining 
open nights and the crowds are on 
the streets, but not in the theatres. 

Midland has ‘Gay Bride’, having 
opened it Wednesday, shoving ‘A 
Wicked Woman’ out after five days, 
first time a picture has been thrown 
out since the house has been opened. 
‘Private Life of Don Juan’ follows 
for five days, with ‘Mighty Barnum’ 
opening the day before Christmas 
for the holiday week. Mainstreet 
is also fixing for a Christmas Qpan- 
ing. It held ‘Flirtation Walk’ over 
for five days and will open Tues- 
day with a premier showing of 
‘Silver Streak’, 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 15-25- 
40)—‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN) (2d 
wk). Likely to turn in around 
$5,000, fair, after a nice $13,000 on 
the first seven days. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 15-25-40) 








Philadelphia Negative 





‘Don Juan’ $6,000; ‘Babbitt’ $13,000; ‘Even- 
song’ $13,000—Whole Town Blah 





Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

Pictures for this notoriously bad 
pre-Christmas period do not indi- 
cate any reversal of the usual] kind 
of slim attendance, Last week’s 
trade wasn't so forte but that didn’t 
upset any predictions. ‘Evelyn 
Prentice’ drew $11,500 instead of the 
anticipated $10,000 at the Boyd, but 
the rest trailed along. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-45-55)—‘Private 
Life of Don Juan’ (UA). Won't 
come to average of theatre’s recent 
films. Maybe $6,000. It opened Sat- 
urday and will run eight days with 
‘Mighty Barnum’ opening midnight 
Christmas Eve, Last week ‘Kid 
Millions’ (UA) collected a neat 
$6,200 for its third week. 

Arcadaia (600; 25-30-40) — ‘We 
Live Again’ (UA). Second run. 
Fairly good $2,100 indicated. Last 
week ‘Little Friend’ (Fox) also 
second run and floppo; $1,100 in four 
days and out. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-40-55)—‘Evelyn 
Prentice’ (MG). Holds in today giv- 
ing it eight days in all. Got a 
lively $11,500 in the first six of those. 


‘Anne of Green Gables’ (Radio) to- 
morrow. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Babbitt’ 
(WB) and vaude. New Paul Ash 
revue on stage. Around $13,000 or 
$13,500 indicated. Last week ‘It’s 
a Gift’ (Par) and vaude. Hit $13,- 
500 and that’s not much. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Evensong’ 
(GB-Fox) and stage show. Won't 
do much. Maybe $13,000. Last 
week ‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Almost $15,000— 
okay but not notable. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Painted 
Veil’ (MG). Second run. Fair 
$3,200 expected. Last week ‘Great 
Expectations’ (U) pretty dismal 
$2,600. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-40-55)—‘Behold 
My Wife’ (Par). Opens today (Mon- 
day) and doesn’t expect a great deal 
under conditions. ‘Father Brown’ 
(Par) got a pale $8,500 in five days. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-50)—‘Mrs. 
Wiggs’ (Par). Ends week's stay 
today and will have grossed $5,300 
not good but better than start in- 
dicated. ‘Gay Bride’ «(MG) starts 





tomorrow, 





Santa, Strike and Wrong Weather y 
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—Gay Bride’ (MG). Got away to 
a fair start with short billing and 
should gross around $8,500. Last 
week ‘Wicked Woman’ (MG). Fold- 
ed after five days to the worst 
business in the history of the house, 
$2,400. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par). W. C. Fields 
and Baby LeRoy are liked by a lot 
of the customers and the house will 
hold its own. Likely close to $5,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Behold My Wife’ 
(Par) got about $4,500. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)—Jeal- 
ousy’ (Col), and stage show. Busi- 
ness down some, as expected, but 
will hit close to $7,000, good. Last 
week ‘White Lies’ (U) and stage 
show, $6,300, pretty good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Hell in Heavens’ (Fox). A nat- 
ural for the air-minded fans, Ex- 
pected to hit around $4,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB). 
Heavily exploited and turned in 
$3,300, fair. 


PRE-XMAS HITS 
PROVIDENCE 
HARD 


Providence, Dec. 17. 

The pre-Christmas bugaboo is 
here. Biggest shopping crowds 
downtown in years, but the natives 
just seem to be bent on visiting the 
department stores. Business is off 
at all stands, but the theatres are 
resigned to their fate this week and 
are making little or no effort. 

Stage shows are doing okay, but 
the lead over the straight picture 
houses -won’t be as great this week 
as it has been in the last few. Fay’s 
has ‘II Am a Thief,’ picture getting 
plenty of help to give house a fair 
gross. 

RKO Albee’s picture, ‘West of 
the Pecos,’ is getting help, too, from 
the stage show. 

Walter Hampden in town Satur- 
day (15) selling out the balcony at 
both performances. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘I Am a 
Thief’ (WB) and ‘Music Hall Varie- 
ties’ on stage; nice show, but being 
passed up by the mob for the de- 
partment stores. Gross should hit 
close to the $7,000 mark, however. 
Last week ‘Port of Lost Dreams’ 
(Invincible) and ‘Sidewalks and 
Cafe’ on stage; unit was what 
brought in the coin; oke at $8,200. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-25-40)— 
‘Gay Bride’ (MG) and ‘Don Juan’ 
(UA); just moving along, but at a 
snail’s pace. If house garners any- 
where near $6,000 it will be lucky. 
Last week ‘Student Tour’ (MG) and 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) another 
dull week at $7,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘St. Louis Kid’ (WB) and ‘Firebird’ 
(WB). Holiday opposish a little too 
much; this house, also, will be lucky 
to garner around $6,000; so-so. Last 
week ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) on solo 
bill was a trifle better at $7,100, but 
still light. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par) and ‘White Lies’ 
(Col). This house seems only one 
to have the best chance of bettering 
a mediocre gross; pace indicates 
around $7,300, fair. Last week ‘Be- 
hold My Wife’ (Par) and ‘Flirting 
With Danger’ (Mono) through some 
unexplained sprint made coin for 
this stand at $9,300. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘West of the Pecos’ (Radio) and 
‘Tunes and Steps’ on stage; pace 
just right so far, but box office is 
going to get it in the neck like the 
other spgts; most house can figure 
on is $8,000 fair. Last week ‘Cap- 
tain Hates Sea’ (Col) was a trifle 
steadier at $9,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Five Bad Men’ and ‘Wednesday’s 
Child’ (Radio). On a split week 
should come close to $1,300; nice. 





‘Dagger’ Shunts ‘King’ 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Production schedules has Robert 
Florey switched from ‘King of the 
Ritz’ to directing ‘Florentine 
Dagger’ at Warners. Latter is 
ready for production while the other 
is still being written. 

‘Ritz’ probably will go into work 
in three weeks with William Gar- 
gan and Ann Dvorak already cast 
and Warners tryiig to borrow Paul 
Lukag from Metre for she top apot. 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


Loads of rain for the early part 
of the week, balmy Sunday (16), 
and then the usual Christmas 
shopping, besides continuation of 
the street car strike, are rather 
tough obstacles for the first runs 
as well as nabe houses. 

Newspapers have piped down on 
the street car rowdyism so that the 
downtown merchants would not be 
hampered, but there still are the 
timid ones who shy at anything 
that sounds like violence and keep 
miles away. 

Paramount is the leader of the 
premier picture contingent with a 
circus on the stage figured to draw 
the school kids this week. Screen 
offering, ‘One Hour Late,’ will have 
to depend on the stage attraction 
for most of the take on the week, 

‘Last Gentleman,’ George Arliss 
opus, got off to a mild start on day 
and date engagement at Chinese 
and State. Patronage on this most- 
ly the elderly folks, which will bring 
the houses in which a respective 
$6,000 and $5,500 for the stanza, but 
in both cases poor. 

Hollywood and RKO, on the day 
and date proposition, have ‘Ann of 
Yreen Gables’ in for nine-day s0o- 
journ and nothing illuminating in 
the income line. 

Four Star now in double bill roue 
tine, having gotten away from day 
and date with United Artists, but 
does not seem to be able to put its 
head above the drowning mark with 
the new idea, either. ‘Imitation of 
Life, for third week at Pantages, 
holding up big and will draw more 
than house generally averages for 
a one-week run. Criterion, on ine 
ability to get bookings, holding over 
its double bill for five days, which 
had a rather poor initial week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40 
65)—Last Gentleman’ (20th Cent. d. 
With weather elements against it 
start not so forte and with selected 
trade will not hit over the $6,000 
mark, away off for an Arliss pice 
ture. Last week ‘Evelyn Prentice 
(MG) just a little short of calcula« 
tions with $8,600, which is profit for 
house. 

Criterion (Partmr) (1,600; 25-304 
40) ‘Lady by Choice’ (Col) and ‘Ma« 
rines Are Coming’ (Mascot) split 
(2nd week). Pretty tough struggl 
for holdover five days, which wil 
reach about $1,200. First week 
combination an even $1,900, poor. | 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30-40). 
—I Am a Thief’ (WB) and vaude, 
Vaude figured to carry this one, 
which will be lucky to hit $3,500 
Last week ‘By Your Leave’ (Radio) 
just went boom to tune of $3,100. 

Four Star (F-WC) (900; 30-35)— 
‘Death on Diamond’ (MG) and 
‘Gambling’ (Fox) spit. Just a bit 
better than previous week, but will 
have tough job to hit the $2,000 
mark. Last week ‘Have a Heart* 
(MG) just a busto at $1,500, plenty 
red for house. 

Holllywood (WB) (2,756; 35-40< 
55)—‘Green Gables’ (Radio). They 
shied from this one at start of week 
and for the nine-day stay it is go- 
ing to be hard driving to hit over 
the $6,000 figure. Last week ‘Flir- 
tation Walk’ (FN) second and final 
week close to calculations at $4,800, 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
20-35)—‘Santa Fe’ (Mascot) and 
‘Great Expectations’ (U) split. Dick- 
ens opus bringing kids in but with 
house not getting over the $3,300 
count. Last week ‘Night Alarm’ 
(Majestic) and ‘Fugitive Road’ 
(Chesterfield) did not prove very 
exciting combination with a $2,900 
finale. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 
‘Imitation’ (U) (3d week). Doing 
unusually well for final stanza, 
which will exit with around $4,800. 
Last week, second for this one, very 
good at $8,800. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595: 30< 
40-55)—‘One Hour Late’ (Par) and 
stage show. Circus on stage is sae 
vior for this picture, which will 
however, not give profitable week 
to house with a $10,000 take. Last 
week ‘Behold My Wife (Par) just 
a bit above prediction with a $13,500 
windup. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-40)—‘Green 
Gables’ (Radio), Though campaigned 
heavily, failed to scratch the sure 
face with much and for the nine 
days’ take will not exceed over 
$5,500. Last week ‘Flirtation’ (FN) 
for second and final stanza hit an 
even $4,900. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40« 
55)—‘Last Gentleman’ (20th Cent.)« 
With shopping and strike as oppo< 
sition, cannot be figured to reach 
over $5,500, poor. Last week ‘Eve« 
lyn Prentice’ (MG) better than pre« 
dicted, with a $10,300 final count. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,1007 
25-30-40-55)—‘Prentice’ (MG). Was 
shifted over from State. This one 
will possibly hit an even $3,500 
mild. Last week ‘Merry Widow 
(4G) under expectations at $3,400. 
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‘Chow’ $11,000 at McVickers, Loop's 
Best Performer: Night’ Back for 7th 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Shining out brilliantly among the 
maze of lesser box-office lights are 
two attractions this week; ‘Chu 
Chin Chow’ at the McVickers and 


*Folies Bergeres’ (stage) at the 
Palace. 

For the rest of the town the usual 
alibis are in order. Two fav 


flibis currently are, naturally, the 
pre-Xmas week and the blizzard 
which struck the town last week. 
But ‘Chow’ and ‘Bergeres’ do not 
need them, 

‘Chow’ drew excellent notices and 
is proving a life-saver for the house. 
Jones will slough off the Globe 
Theatre Shakespeare players after 
this current week and will run 
either straight pictures or an out- 
standing name stage attraction, if 
such is available. 


Two unusual things happened on 
the Randolph street rialto this week. 
First is the return of ‘One Night of 
Love’ to the Garrick after having 
had a six-week loop stay previously. 
Building comment on this picture is 
truly remarkable. Other item is the 
removal of the Apollo from the first- 
run column to subsequents, this oc- 
curring with the shift of ‘Flirtation 
Walk’ from an initial run at the 
Roosevelt to loop hold-over at the 
Apollo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-65)— 
‘Flirtation Walk’ (WB). First sub- 
sequent for the house since going to 
B. & K. Will pick up box-office 
since flicker has been doing busi- 
ness. Can do $6,000, fine for hold- 
over. Last week ‘Lady By Choice’ 
(Col) fell away to $4,800, weakish. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG) and stage 
show. Picture getting good com- 
ments and will show steadily rising 
strength through week. Will up the 
Bross above previous two sessions to 
$29,000, good enough in comparison. 
Last week less than fair for ‘White 
Parade’ (Fox), $26,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-50)— 
*Night of Love’ (Col). Back for 
geventh loop week and still okay. 
Will head for $5,000, splendid for 
run and pre-Xmas. Last week ‘Be- 
hold My Wife’ (Par) didn’t get any- 
where at $3,500, just macaroni. 

McVickers (Jones) (2,200; 25-35- 
60)——‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB), and 
Globe Theatre Shakespeare tab on 
stage. Globe Players on last week 
of fornight stay. Didn't mean a 
quarter in this’ picture’ house, 
which going to the legit stage where 
results are more likely. Had been 
pencilled in here for five weeks but 
couldn’t stand the gaff. Gross 
upped currently in a wide and hand- 
some manner by ‘Chu Chin Chow’ 
which is getting notices and a 
rounded play. Building steadily and 


will ring up a hotcha $11,000 in a 
rousing session. Last week ‘Jane 
Eyre’ (Mono) didn’t get going and 


let the gross down sadly at $7,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Desirable’ (WB) and vaude. 
Can't contend with pre-Xmas slump 

nd will slide off to $14,000 currently 
or lowest gross in many weeks. 
Last week ‘Lemon Drop Kid’ (Par) 
and ‘Platium Blondes’ unit on 
étage boomed in melodious $20,100, 
mess of profits for everybody con- 
@erned. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55) 
= Man Who Reclaimed Head’ (U) 
and ‘Folies Bergeres’ unit on stage. 
Continues at capacity for second 
week of unit. Will hit over $29,000 
currently due to slightly boosted ad- 


mission. Last week walloping 
$30,100 on tilted gates. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55- 


65)—‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG). Kid 
Program only and not getting any- 
Where. Will scram after six days 
to under $6,000, flabby. ‘Flirtation 
Walk’ (WB) finished second week 
to neat $11,200. ‘Painted Veil’ (MG) 
in tomorrow (Tuesday). 

State-Lake Jones) (2,700: 20-25- 
85)—‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) and 
vaude. In on regular downbeat of 
majority of loop houses and will 
hit about $12,000, still on the right 
Side. Last week ‘Red Head’ (Sec) 
held to $12,300, oke. 

_United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
85-45-65)—'Kiad Millions’ (UA) (24 
week). Weather crimped opening 
session somewhat but pace is hold- 
ing up neatly. Will hit over $14,000 
currently, good. Last week $21,100, 
present, ‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) 


BOLESLAWSKI’S VACASH 


Richard Boleslawski is due in New 
York this week from the Coast. Di- 
rector will sail on first available 
boat for Poland to spend the holi- 
days, and will return early in 
January. ; 


His next pic is ‘Les 
'wentieth Century. 


Miserables,’ 





Wk.: ‘Prentice, Chi, $29,000 





TACOMA MARKS TIME 


‘College Rhythm’ Fair At Around 
$2 


— 


Tacoma, Dec. 17. 


Getting too close to Christmas, 
with most close change going for 
gifts, for show biz to show much. 
Roxy is using duals on split week, 
to try to lure 'em with quantity, and 
also using up product. Music Box 
continues with split week vaude and 
dual sans vaude for last half, while 
Blue Mouse has ‘College Rhythm’ 
(Par). 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 25- 
35)—‘College Rhythm’ (Par) Getting 
along for $2,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Now and Forever’ (Par) liked, but 
only fair $2,600. : 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 
25-35) —‘Babbitt’ (FN) and vaude, 
split with ‘Wagon Wheels’ (Par) 
and ‘By Your Leave’ (Radio) dual. 
May see $3,500 which is slow. 
Last week, ‘Kentucky Kernels’ 
(Radio) vaude, with Wheeler and 
Woolsey in person, big three days, 
$4,400; ‘Cleopatra’ (Par) four days, 
$1,400, making week solid $5,800, big. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘Have a Heart’ (MGM) and ‘Whom 
the Gods Destroy’ (Col) dual, split 
with ‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) and 
‘That’s Gratitude’ (Col) dual. An- 
ticipations do not go beyond $3,000, 
not hot. Last week, Merry Widow’ 
ae held five days, satisfactory at 


Mills Brothers 
Lead Pittsburgh 
With Hot $11,000 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 


There ain’t no Santa Claus. The 
boys figure there’s nothing to do 
but go into hiding, at least for a 
few more days. 

A couple of minor flurries are tn 
prospect, which furnishes a little 
bit of encouragement at least. At 
the Alvin, the Mills Brothers on 
stage are the big noise, bolstering 
everything including the weak 
flicker, ‘One Exciting Adventure,’ 
and should almost single - handed 
attract better than $11,000, no kicks 
coming. Penn should get a boost 
out of the two-day stay of Guy 
Lombardo’s motor caravan show, 
coming in tomorrow (18) and 
Wednesday to pep up ‘Evelyn 
Prentice.’ Latter slated for eight 
days to give house a Monday open- 
ing Xmas week and takings should 
hit around $16,000 for the extended 
run, which includes, of course, a 
stiffer scale for stage show days. 

Otherwise, all is quiet. ‘Anne of 
Green Gables’ at the Stanley may 
get $6,000, but it'll be a stiff push, 
while the Fulton continues to cry 
the blues with ‘Student Tour,’ which 
will be lucky to collect a gosh- 
awful $2,900. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Exciting Adventure’ (U) and Mills 
Brothers on stage. Whatever there’s 
in the till at the end of the week, 
and it looks as if it’ll be around a 
fair enough $11,000, the manage- 
ment can credit to the Mills boys. 
It’s their first time here and they're 
the lure. Last week ‘Bachelor of 
Arts’ (Fox) and stage show so-so 
at $8,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—‘Student Tour’ (MG). It’s 
been the dumps here for the last 
couple of weeks and current flicker 
is no better. One of poorest get- 
aways in months presages a miser- 
able $2,900, if that. Last week ‘Lit- 
tle Friend’ (G-B) one of the sea- 
son’s outstanding disappointments 
at $2,600, red. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG). In for 
eight days and will have with it 
for two days in mid-week Guy 
Lombardo’s motor caravan show at 
increased scale. All together, out- 
look is for around $16,000, with 
most of it hoped for from the stage 
booking. Last week ‘College Rhythm’ 
(Par) best in town at $11,000, but 
disappointing. 

Pitt (Shafer) (1,600; 


1$-25-35)—~ 


‘Lightning Strikes Twice’ (Mono) 
and ‘Schooldays on Parade’ unit. 
This site has been feeling the pinch, 
same as the rest of them, and 
there’s nothing out of the way to 
bring ’em in this week. Probably 
in the neighborhood of $4,500. Last 
week ‘Against the Law’ (Col) and 





‘Show of Shows’ unit about the 
same, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Green Gables’ (Radio). Sentimental 
flicker should get a mat play from 
tired Yule shoppers, which might 
give it a chance to hit the $6,000 
mark. That’s behind the eight ball, 
but even small favors are deeply 
appreciated here these days. Last 
week ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) didn’t 
duplicate its success elsewhere, get- 
ting only $7,500, n.s.h. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Ready for Love’ (Par) and ‘Wake 
Up and Dream’ (U). Nothing in 
this combo to attract ‘em; maybe 
weak $3,500. Last week ‘Du Barry’ 
(WB), going it alone at distribs’ in- 
sistence, a little short of that. 


‘VEIL, $7,000, 
TOPS DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 17. 


Last week was the first week of 
the resumption of the Ford car 
giveaways in the eight Harry Huff- 
man theatres and Huffman reports 
that it boosted business in all his 
first runs on Tuesday night. The 
Aladdin was packed, the Paramount 
was filled and at the Denver and 
Orpheum the business was from 
two to three times that expected 
otherwise. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
35-50) —‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (FN). 
Around $2,000 sighted, not hot. 
Last week ‘We're Rich Again’ 
(Radio) ran the house up to aver- 
age, closing with $2,500, Picture 
started slow but built. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Gay Divorcee’ (Radio) (sec- 
ond week). Held over as an- 
ticipated. This week may tally 
$5,500. Same film last week 
packed the house repeatedly and 
closed with $10,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Painted Veil’ (MG). Figure 
around $7,000, okay. Last week 
‘Imitation of Life’ (U) let the house 
down with less than average, clos- 
ing with $5,500. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,500; 25- 
35-50)—‘Captain Hates the Sea’ 








(Col). Looks like will dock with 
about $6,500 aboard, fair. Last 
week ‘The St. Louis Kid’ (WB) 


left $7,000 in cash drawer. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) and 
‘Adventure Girl’ (Radio). Split 
week duals with ‘Down to Last 
Yacht’ (Radio) and ‘Strange Wives’ 
may divvy $1,500 on week. Last 
week ‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN) did 
$2,000, an average week for the 
Paramount, following a $11,000 at 
the Denver for the same film. 





It’s Practically a Layof for B. 0. 
Treasurers on B'way; Babes’ Alone 
Good, $15,000; Wed. Child’ $25,000 





This is the softest week of the 


|vyear for the theatre treasurers and 


the box office cashiers. With few 
tickets being sold and not much 
money to count up, it’s practically 
a layoff. The whole town is east 
of Sixth avenue in the big stores, 
restaurants as well as theatres tak- 
ing it on the chin as a result. 


Only two pictures doing anything 
at all are ‘Babes in Toyland, at the 
reopened Astor, and ‘Wednesday’s 
Child,’ at the Roxy. Best is ‘Babes,’ 
which started off so strong Thurs- 
day (13) that Walter Reade upped 
the admission over the week end 
from the 55c price he had estab- 
lished to 75c. Indications point to 
$15,000 on the week, more thar 
‘Merry Widow’ was able to get there 
on a $2 two-a-day run. Reade will 
retain the picture over Christmas. 
‘Wednesday’s Child’ is surprising 
the Roxy operators on a chance for 
$25,000, keeping house in a fair hunk 
of black. 

‘Limehouse Blues,’ which finished 
its week at the Rialto last night 
(Monday) was another upset for the 
smart gross guessers and reviewers. 
In spite of poor notices, it whammed 
home with $14,000, but was not held 
because Arthur Mayer is committed 
to play ‘Gay Bride,’ which went on 
first run at the Fox, Brooklyn, Fri- 
day (14), and does not want to have 
it on display for Xmas week. ‘Bride’ 
went into the Rialto last night 
(Monday) on a preview. 

‘Hell in the Heavens,’ brought into 
the Mayfair Wednesday (12), doing 
better than expected, maybe $12,000, 
while its neighbor. the Palace, is 
getting nowhere with ‘Babbitt,’ indi- 
cations for which are around $8,000. 

Strand fire and its closing Friday 
night (14) is believed to have 
shifted some business to the May- 
fair, but did anything but help the 
Capitol and Rivoli, which are also 
close by. On holdover of ‘Painted 
Veil’, the Cap looks to dip to 
around $15,000 after a disappointing 
first week of $24,000. The Rivoli 
slid to $21,500 on first week of ‘Don 
Juan’ and on the second, final, week 
ending Friday (21) will be lucky to 
hit $12,000. ‘Mighty Barnum’ 
comes in Saturday (22). 

Another holdover, ‘President Van- 
ishes’, got only $18,500 the first week 
but over the past week end picked 
up a little and may strike $16,000, 
lessening the tears. Second week 
is expected to be helped a little the 
closing day when the Par tosses in 
a Thursday night preview of ‘Here 





Mpls. Joms in Week-Before-Xmas 
Blues; ‘Gift, 106, Only Good Item 





Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

Customary pre-Christmas slump, 
off to a much earlier start than 
usual and exceptionally severe, has 
its grip clamped down tight on the 
town. Grosses continue to sink 
almost to the vanishing point. In 
view of the brisk November tak- 
ings, this collapse comes as an un- 
pleasant surprise. There’s a panicky 
feeling all around. Unfavorable 
weather hag been getting most of 
the blame for the turn in the tide, 


extreme cold and abundant snow 
being anything but box-office 
tonics. 


Probably realizing the futility of 
trying to buck the present trend, 
the loop entertainment emporiums 
apparently are holding back their 
more choice amusement morsels. 
The State has the nearest approach 
to what ordinarily would be a 
winner. It’s a combination of 
Count Berni Vici and his ‘Spices 
of 1935’ as the stage attraction, and 
‘It’s a Gift’ on the screen. A plenty 
good show, and it’s heading for 
$10,000, good. 

The Orpheum is laying off stage 
shows for two Christmas weeks 
but will resume its vaudfilm policy 
Dec. 28 with Benny Meroff. Cur- 
rent screen offering, ‘Captain Hates 
the Sea,’ is no great guns as a 
draw. 

Neither 
Limehouse 
and Lyric, respectively, 
any stir. 

Presence of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
at the Metropolitan isn’t doing the 
pic houses any good, either. 

Estimates for This Week 


‘Music in the Air nor 
Blues,’ at the Century 
is causing 


Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-55- 
10)—‘Music in, the Air’ (Fox). 
Doing its share of the suffering. 
Maybe $3,000, poor. Last week, 


Painted Veil’ (MG), $4,500, bad. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 25-35- 
10)—‘Captain Hates Sea’ (Col). | 


Nothing but pictures two Christ- 





mas weeks. This one not so forte, 
doesn’t look like more than $2,500, 
poor. Last week, ‘Flirtation Walk’ 
(FN) and stage show, $8,000, fair. 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40) 
—tTt’s a Gift’ (Par) and ‘Spices of 
1935’ stage show. Lots of good en- 
tertainment for little money, and 
only winner in town, maybe $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Transatlantic’ 
(UA) and Irving Aaronson ‘Com- 
manders’ on stage, $7,500, much less 
than show deserved. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-50- 
75)—Night of Love’ (Col). Third 
week here at higher prices than it 
was scaled for an Orpheum during 
its highly successful fortnight run. 
Light $900 indicated. Last week, 
$1,000, light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Merry Widow’ (MG). Enroute to 
moderate $2,000. Last week, 
‘Monte Cristo’ (UA), $2,300, light. 

Time (Johnson) (250; 20-25-35) 
—‘Jane Eyre’ (Monogram). Get- 
ting good matinee play from women 
shoppers and vacationing school 
kids, but way off at night. Fair 
$1,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Hell Cat’ (Radio), $700, poor. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)-—— 
‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par). Good 
picture for this house, but unable 
to overcome prevailing handicaps. 


Maybe $2,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Hell in Heavens’ (Fox), $2,100, 
light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 


‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Cleopatra’ 
(Par), second runs, split. About 
$1,000 in prospect, light. Last week, 
‘Barretts’ (MG), second run, $1,200, 
light. 

Aster (Publix) 
‘Belle of Nineties’ (Par), second 
run, ‘Sell Anything’ (FN), first 
run, and ‘Firebird’ (WB), first run, 
split, $600 likely, poor. Last week, 
‘Wagon Wheels’ (Par), second run, 


(900; 15-25)— 





and ‘Gambling’ (Fox), first run, 
split, $900, fair. 


Is My Heart’, booked in for two 
weeks with Fred Waring’s band unit 
in the pit. 

The Music Hall is also blah, prob- 
ably no more than $65,000 this 
week on ‘Music in the Air’, 

‘Dealers in Death’, war munitions 
compilation at the Criterion, will get 
around $5,500, mild, and may be 
supplanted before Christmas by 
‘West of the Pecos’, Radio booking. 

Latest estimates on Strand place 
its reopening at earliest two and 
a half weeks from now, with dam- 
age from fire and water possibly 
running under $100,000. Warner 
unlikely to be reopened, although 
WB was anxious to get ‘Sweet Ade- 
line’ on the street for Christmas. 
Company may sell it to another 
house, if able to make a suitasle 
deal, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55)—‘Babes in 
Toyland’ (MG). Reopened house 
Thursday (13) and off smartly, indi- 
cating a first week of $14,000 and 
holds. Walter Reade is operating 
house for Loew’s on a percentage 


deal, 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1-$1.10) 
—Painted Veil’ (MG) (2nd week) 
and stage show. Looks no more than 
$12,000 on the holdover after a first 
week of but $24,000, very disap- 
pointing for a Garbo release. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-65)—‘Dealers 
in Death’ (Topical). Opened Thurs- 
day (13) and on first week around 
$5,500, mild. Last week, third of 
‘The Battle’ (Garganoff), $3,800. 
‘West of Pecos’ (Radio) next. It 
may be brought in for Christmas. 

Gaiety (808; 25-55)—‘War Is a 
Racket’ (Samjax) (2nd week). Do- 
ing nothing, probably not more 
than $2,500 this week, but may be 
kept over Christmas anyway. First 
seven days was $3,500. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Hell in 
Heavens’ (Fox). Air picture not do- 
ing badly, helped possibly by Strand 
closing, and around $12,000 on 
week. ‘Gambling’ (Fox), predeces- 
sor, $7,100, bad flop. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65) — ‘Babe 
bitt’ (WB) and vaude. In here on 
first run but going nowhere, prob- 
ably not more than $8,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Divorcee’ (Radio), 
was good, $10,000. 


Paramount (2,564; $35-55-75-85) 
—‘President Vanishes’ (Par) (2nd 
week) and pit band. Second 


week-end better than first and may 
top $16,000 with ‘Here is My Heart’ 
(Par) preview thrown in last day 
(Thursday). First week of ‘Van- 
ishes’ was only $18,500. Fred War- 
ing’s orchestra unit comes in with 
the Crosby picture Friday (21). 

Radio City Music Hall (4,945; 
40-60-84-99-$1.10)—‘Music in the 
Air’ (Fox) and stage show. Failing 
to show any stamina and lucky if 
getting $65,000. Last week, hold- 
over of ‘Broadway Bill’ (Col), the 
business eased off sharply, $65,000, 
also. ‘Bright Eyes’ (Fex) comes in 
Thursday (20) for Xmas week. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-65)—‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (Par). Finished its week 
last night (Monday) at the sur- 
prising take of $14,000 but not held 
due to booking commitments. ‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG) came in liast night 
(Monday) on a preview, while 
‘Murder in the Clouds’ (WB) is set 
for Christmas eve (24). 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-75-85-99)— 
‘Don Juan’ (UA) (2nd—final week). 
Closes Friday night (21) after a 
second week of only $12,000 or 
slightly under, poor. First week 
dropped off to $21,500. ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA) premieres Saturday 





(22). 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55)—‘Wednes- 
day’s Child’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Bucking pre-Christmas dol- 


drums pretty well and may get out 
with $25,000, keeping house in 
black. Last week, third-final lap 
for ‘Imitation of Life’ (U), $22,600, 
the three weeks totaling up for 
nifty profit. ‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(Radio) is booked in for both the 
Christmas and New Year weeks. 
Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-85)— 
Flirtation Walk’ (WB) (3rd week). 
Went two days on the third week 
when fire Friday night (14) closed 
house down. Got $4,000 on the two 
days, after a second week of $21,500. 
Started repairing house yesterday 
(Monday) but estimates on re- 
opening all the way from two-and- 
a-half weeks up. ‘Sweet Adeline’ 


(WB) was on the booking schedule 
for Christmas week. 
State (2,300; 35-55-75)—‘Merry 


Widow’ (MG) and vaude. Was dis- 
appointing at the Cap but here 
doing all right, around $19,000. Last 
week ‘We Live Again’ (UA) sure 
prised by getting $18,000. 


WB's ‘Devotion’ 
Hollywood, Dee. 17. 
Warners will make ‘Devotion,’ 





yarn about the three Bronte sisters, 








1 
} 
+ 
¢ 
FE 
t 
i 
i 
* 
; 
f 
¥ 

















All Vv. une eTY 


HUB SLUFFING, | Comparative Grosses for November 


+ “VEIL ALONE 
FAIR 146 


Boston, Dec. 17. 


just sluffing along after 
series of biz breakers last week. 
With the free show rash _ prac- 
tically eliminated, except for the 
Scott Fur thing at the Opera 
House, Sundays’ a siege of zero 
weather broke at the same time 
bombs were planted in two Boston 


indie film houses, Tremont and Ma- 
jestic. Benefit of thermometer rise 
badly stymied by general set-back 
to all houses as result of dynamit- 
ing. 

On top 
usual seasonal 
spot is Loew's Orpheum with 
‘Painted Veil’ (second run) and 
there it looks as if Garbo would 
give Santa Claus a run for his 
money. ‘Don Juan’ and ‘Men of 
Night’ at Loew’s State looks fair- 
ish as a dual bill. 

Met, out of shopping 4d/’strict, 
playing ‘Music in Air’ and stage 
unit in the lower brackets as is the 
Keith Memorial with ‘Man Who 
Reclaimed His Head.’ RKO Boston 
promises fair b.o. strength with 
‘Cheating Cheaters’ and vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘I am a Thief’ (WB) and ‘One 
Hour Late’ (Par), dual. Looks like 
a soft $3,000. Last week below par, 
$4,200 with ‘Gentlemen Are Born’ 
(FN) and ‘Hell In the Heavens’ 
(Fox), double. 

Keith-Boston (RKO) (3,300; 25- 
30-410-50)—‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) 
and vaude. Promises a fair $12,- 
000. ‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Radio) 
and vaude last week did $13,500 in 
spite of seasonal drawback, Sall- 
inger’s fur show, aired through 
WNAC on Boston stage Sunday 
nights to compete with Scott Fur 
gratis show at big Opera House 
figured a definite b.o. boost. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-40-55) —‘Man Who Reclaimed 
His Head’ (U). Headed for pos- 
sible $8,500, but no more. ‘Imita- 
tion of Life’ (U) drew a tame $10,- 
500 last week. ‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio) booked for Christmas 
opening. 

Met (M&P) 
‘Music in the Air’ 
Gourfain unit on stage. Looks like 
a slim $16,000. ‘Behold My Wife’ 
(Par) and stage show skidded to 
low $18,000 last week. Mal Hallett 
in third personal appearance here 
no help to weak flick. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 
55)— ‘Painted Veil’ (MG) and 
vaude. Bright spot at $14,000 
promises, even with shopping take- 
away. ‘Kid Millions’ (UA) and 
vaude fair last week at $13,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘I Am a Thief’ (WB) and ‘One 
Hour Late’ (Par), dualled. Augers 
oke, $7,000. ‘Hell in Heavens’ (Fox) 
and ‘Gentlemen Born’ (FN) doubled, 
better last week at $7,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘College Rhythm’ (Par) and 
vaude. Will do a fair $6,300. Last 
week a medium $6,500 with ‘Hell in 
Heavens’ (Fox) and vaude. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
Mon Juan’ (UA) and ‘Men of the 
Night’ (Col), dualled. Looks like 
a blah $11,000. ‘Evelyn Prentice’ 
(MG) and ‘Gay’ Bride’ (MG), 
doubled, better combo last week at 
$15,000, ‘Prentice’ the booster. 


N. 0. CROSSING UP KRIS 
KRINGLE, BIZ NOT BAD 


New Orleans, Dec. 17. 


Mon Juan’ very wan at the box- 
office but, outside of the Fairbanks 
film, things are not pre-Christmasy. 
‘Lady By Choice’ is going places at 
the Orpheum. ‘Gambling’ is kinda 
light at St. Charles, and Tudor is 
content with ‘Pursuit of Happiness.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,568; 40)—‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (Par). Raft popular with 
local fans and will do $11,000. Last 
week ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) drew 
fine $10,000. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Don 
Juan’ (UA). Next to lowest grosser 
house ever held and $5,000 will be 
tops. Last week ‘We Live Again’ 
(UA) died last few days, slipping to 


$7,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 35)—‘Lady By 
Choice’ (Col). Lombard and Rob- 
son oke for neat $8,000. Last week 
‘St. Louis Kid’ (WB) romped to 
$8,000 after slow beginning. 

St. Charles (2,200; 25)—‘Gam- 
bling’ (Fox). Not so forte, $1,600 
will be all. ‘Little Friend’ (G-B) 
achieved nice $2,000 last week. 

Tudor (700; 25)—‘Pursuit of Hap- 
piness’ (Par). Okay for’ good 


Hub 


that there’s the 
Brightest 


of all 
slump. 


(4,400; 35-50-65)— 
(Fox) and Harry 


25-40- 





PICTYe@re GROSSES 





Total estimated grosses during November for towns and houses listed 
Dates given are the closing days of the 


_ Tuesday, — December 18, Rh 34 








}as previously reported weekly. 
| week, 


NEW YORK 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 





CAPITOL 
(5,400; 35-75-85- 
1.10) 
item eee 


35-55-75- 
85) 
High. $95,000 
Low. 10,800 


MUSIC 
HALL 
(5,045; 40-60-85- 
99-1.10) 
High.$118,000 
Low. . 44,000 


(3,564; 


Outcast Lady 
$25,000 

(Amos ’n’ 
Andy) 

(Stage Show) 


Evelyn 
Prentice 
$37,000 


Prentice 
$25,000 
(24 wk) 


_ Dec. 6 
Widow 
$32,000 





Wiggs 
$16,000 
(2d wk) 


White 
Parade 
$28,000 


Parade 
$20,000 
(24 wk) 


College 
Rhythm 
$29,500 





Live Again 
$97,000 
(Stage Show) 


Live 
$77,000 
(2d wk) 


Divorcee 
$96,800 


Divorcee 
$80,000 
(2d wk) 





ROXY 
(6,200; 25-35-55- 
65) 
High.$173,600 

,200 


Low.. 


Kansas 
Princess 
$32,300 
(Stage Show) 


Always 
Tomorrow 
$28,400 


Evensong 
$26,100 


Imitation 
Life 
$42,600 





~ RIALTO 
(2,000; 40-65) 

High. $72,000 

Low.. 5,200 


Bike Rider 
$9,000 
(6 days) 


Ist World 
ar 
$18,000 


War 
$10,000 
(24 wk) 


Menace 
$8,500 





STRAND 
(2,900; 35-55-65- 
85) 
High. $81,200 
Low.. 6,500 


St. Louis Kid 
$36,500 





Kid 
$19,300 
(2d wk) 


Firebird 
$10,700 


Gentlemen 
Born 
$11,500 


PHILADELPHIA 








EARLE 
(2,000; 40-55-65) 
High. $33,000 
Low.. 10,500 





FOX 
(3,000; 35-55-65) 
High. $41,000 
Low. 10,500 


STANLEY 
(3,700; 35-40-55) 
High. $48,000 
Low.. 3,750 





Nov. 15 > aa 


Exciting 
Adventure 
$31,000 
(Eddie 
Cantor) 
(Vaude) 


Student jrour 


Nov. 22 _ 


$13.5 
Snelwers 
Follies’) 


~~ Firebird 
$13,500 








~~ Gambling 
$12,000 
(Stage Show) 


Divorcee 
$13,500 





Divorcee 


Galante 
$14,000 


White 
Parade 
$26,000 





$9,500 
(2d wk) 





Pursuit 
Happiness 
$7,500 





Lady 
By Choice 
$17,000 
(Amos ‘'n’ 
Andy) 


Parade 
$14,000 
(2d wk— 


e 


4 days) 


St. Louis Kid 


$11,900 





BOSTON 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 





KEITH- 
MEMORIAL 
(2,900; 25-40-55) 
High. $43,000 
Low.. 4,000 


Richest Girl 
$13,500 


Age 
Innocence 
$14,500 





ORPHEUM 
(3,000; 25-40-55) 
High. $23,000 
Low.. 4,000 





METRO- 
POLITAN 
(4,500; 35-50-65) 
High. $69,000 
Low.. 2,500 





Every 
Woman 
Knows 
$15,000 
(Olsen & 
Johnson) 
___(Vaude) 


Transatlantic 
$14,500 


Expectations 
and 
White 
Parade 
$14,500 
(Split Ww rk) 


Student Tour 
$10,000 


Dec. Se 


~~ Parade 
$17,000 
(2d wk) 


Widow 
$12,000% 





Galante 
$18,500 
(Vaude) 





Limehouse 
Blues 
$30,000 





Pursuit 
Happiness 
$20,500 
(Anatole’s 
Affairs’) 





College 
Rhythm 
$35,000 








BUFFALO 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 











CHICAGO 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 





CHICAGO 
(3,940; 35-55-75) 
High. $75,000 
Low.. 18,500 


Wiggs 
$28,100 
(Stage Show) 


Peck’s 


Boy 
$20,800 
(Jackie 

Cooper) 


Happiness 
Ahead 
$25,800 

(Ted Lewis) 


College 


BUFFALO 
(3,600; 30-40-65) 
High. $42,000 
Low. 9,000 


Happiness 
Ahead 
$21,500 
(Daniels- 
Lyon) 
(Stage Show) 


Richest Girl 
$17,800 


White 
Parade 
$20,000 





Rhythm 
$39,800 
(Joe Penner) 





PALACE 
(2,500; 25-35-55) 
High. $34,700 
Low.. 7,000 


Divorcee 
$25,000 
(3d wk) 
(Vaude) 


Divorcee 
$21,300 
(4th wk) 


Expecta- 
tions 
$14,000 


Kentucky 
Kernels 
$10,600 


CENTURY 
(3,400; 25) 
High. $21,000 

3,200 


Low.. 





(5 days) 





UNITED 
ARTISTS 
(1,700; 5-45-65) 


High. $43,500 





Low.. 3,300 


Barretts 
$10,100 
(4th wk) 





Transatlantic 


$12,500 
(10 days) 





Live Again 
$20,600 





Again 
$14,000 
(2d wk) 








LOS ANGELES 


Low.. 


HIPPO- 
DROME 
(2,400; 25-40) 
H igh . $22,000 
3,600 


Divorcee 





Chan 
In London 
and 
Straight 
Is Way 
$6,700 


Without 
Passion 
and 
Have Heart 
$6,200 





$12,000 





Divorcee 
$6,300 
(2d wk) 





“Live -Agair n 


Pursued 
and 
Greatest 
Gamble 
$5,200 


$8,100 








Dude 


Dec. 6 
College 
Rhythm 
$20,000 
(Jimmy 

Savo) 


Dragon 


Murder 

and 
Ranger 
$3, 500 

(5 days 

~Wistaioe 
Walk 
$10,500 





SAN FRANCISCO _ 





___Nov. 15 








Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 





(1,800; 25-30-40) 


High. $38,500 
Low.. 1,700 


Wednesday’s 
hild 
$4,900 
(Vaude) 


Kentucky 
Kernels 
$7,900 


Firebird 
$4,300 


Jealousy 
$4,000 


PARA- 
MOUNT 
(2,400; 30-35-40) 
High. $37,500 

Low.. 5, 








HOLLY- 


OD 
25-35-40- 
55) 
High. $37,800 
Low.. 3,100 


WwW 
(2,756; 


Divorcee 
$6,400 
(3d wk) 


Bike Rider 
$4,500 


Age 
Innocence 
$5,000 


St. Louis Kid 
$4,500 
(6 days) 


GOLDEN 
GATE 
(2,844; 30-35-40) 
High. $22,500 
Low.. 5,400 


Divorcee 


Du Barry 
and 
Gambling 
$10,000 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 





Hell in 
Heavens 
and 
Gentlemen 
Born 
$10,000 


St. Louis Kid| 


and 
Limehouse 
Blues 
$15,000 





$15,600 
(2d wk) 
(Stage Show) 








PARA- 
MOUNT 
(3,595; 30-40-55) 
High. $57,800 
Low.. 5,600 


Pursuit 
Happiness 
$12,000 
(Stage Show) 


Limehouse 
Blues 
$17,000 


College 
Rhythm 
$25,200 


Rhythm 
$14,600 
(2d wk) 


WARFIELD 
(2,639; 35-40-65) 
High. $57,400 
Low... ___ 8,200 


Widow 
$24,200 
(Stage Show) 





Divorcee 
$14,800 
(3d wk) 


Widow 
$16,200 
(2d wk) 


White 


Lady 
By Choice 
$13,600 


Parade 
$22,000 


Mh wo. 
$10,000 


“Chin Chow 


$13,800 


ae D 


Evelyn 


Prentice 
$22,500 











$2,000. Last week ‘Lost Lady’ (WB) 
hit high $2,700. 


STATE 
(2,024; 30-40-55) 


High. $48,000 





Low.. 4,900 


Hideout 
$6,900 





Galante 
$5,100 





White 
Parade 
$7,300 











BROOKLYN 


Live Again 
$8,800 


PITTSBURGH 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 








PENN 
(3,800; 25-35-50) 
High. $41,000 
Low.. 3,750 








Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 





Ox 
(4,000; 25-35-50) 
High. $48,600 
Low.. 8, 


(Stage Show) 


Power 
$17,000 


Always 
Tomorrow 
$12,000 


Little 
Friend 
$17,000 





AL 
(3,500; 25-35-50) 
High. $45,000 
Low.. 9,000 


Love Time 
$13,000 
(Vaude) 


Kansas 
Princess 
$14,000 


$13,000 


White 
Parade 
$19,000 





PARA- 
MOUNT 
(4,000; 25-35-50- 
65) 
High. $57,800 
Low.. 5,600 


Wiggs 
$16,500 


Pursuit 
Happiness 
$13,000 


St. Louis Kid 
$15,000 


WARNER 
(2,000; 25-40) 
High. $29,000 
Low.. 2,000 


~ STANLEY 


(3,600; 25-35-50) 


High. $48,000 
Low.. 3,200 


Widow 
$11,000 


Live Again 
$10,000 


Transatlantic 


$20,000 
(Thurston) 


Painted 
Veil 
$12,500 





Firebird 
and 
Lemon Drop 
$4,000 


Should Listen 


Kentucky 
Kernels 
and 


$4,000 


Dr. Mogica 
and 
Million 
Ransom 
$6,400 


Pursuit 
Happiness 
and 
Wednesday’s 
Child 
$4,400 








| (Stage Show) 


Richest Girl 
$17,500 
(Don Bestor- 
Guy Kibbee) 





Empress 
$26,000 
(Fred 

Waring) 


Divorcee 
$10,000 





St. Louis Kid 


$16,000 
(Paul 
Whiteman) 








Gentlemen 
Born 
$10,400 


WASHINGTON 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 








METRO- 
POLITAN 
(3,000; 25-35-50) 
High. $39,000 
Low.. 13,000 


Monte Cristo 
$18,000 
(Vaude) 


Last 
Gentleman 
$14,000 


Transatlantic 
$36,000 
(Eddie 

Cantor) 


Evelyn 
Prentice 
$16,000 





STRAND 
(2,000; 25-35-50) 
High. $28,500 
Low.. 3,000 





Du Barry 
$6,000 





Lemon Drop 


an 
Wake Up, 
Dream 


_ $7,000 





Bike Rider 
and 
Vil Fix It 

0 





Jealousy 
and 
Big- Hearted 
$6,700 








ST. LOUIS 





Nov. 15 


Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 





AMBASSA- 
DOR 
(3,000; 25-35-55) 


High. $48,800 
Low.. 4,000 


Captain 
Hates Sea 
and 
Among 
Missing 
$7,000 


Expectations 
and 
Lost in 
Stratosphere 
8,000 


Bachelor 
Arts 
and 

White 
Parade 
$13,000 


Arts 
and 
Parade 
$7,000 
(2d wk) 





FOX 
(5,000; 25-3 
High. 
Low.. 


-55) 


Judge Priest 


(2d wk) 


Priest 
$7,000 
(3d wk) 


Peck’s Boy 
and 
That’s 
Good Girl 

0 


That’s 
Gratitude 
and 
Gambling 
$7,000 





STATE 
(3,000; 25-35-55) 
High. $31,500 
Low.. 8,000 

MISSOURI 
(3,500; 25-40) 
High. $29,500 
Low.. 5,000 


Widow 
$15,000 


Transatlantic 
$11,000 





Redhead 
and 
Galante 
$5,500 


Beautiful 
and 
Return of 
Chandu 
$6,000 


Hell in 
a a 


Night = 
$5,200 





SHUBERT 
(2,000; 25-35-55) 
High. 

Low.. 





Happiness 
Ahead 
and 
Wagon 
Wheels 
$11,000 





Gentlemen 
Born 
and 
Wiggs 
$9,000 





College 
Rhythm 
$9,000 





Evelyn 
Prentice 
$10,000 


Jealousy 
and 
Cheating 
Cheaters 
$5,000 


‘Flirtation — 
Walk 
$12,000 














— 
nee 


RLE 
25-35-40- 
60) 
High. $27,000 
Low.. 6,000 


E 
(2,424; 


Empress 
$18,000 
(Vaude) 


Gentlemen 
Born 
$17,000 
(Buddy 
Rogers) 


Lost Lady 
$18,000 
(Fred 

Waring) 





FOX 
(2,434; 25-35-60) 
High. $41,500 
Low.. 11,000 


Transatlantic 
$24,000 
(Jack 
Denny) 
(Vaude) 


Every 
Woman 
Knows 
$25,000 
(Duke 
Ellington) 


Evelyn 
Prentice 
$27,000 








KEITH’S 
(1,830; 25-35-60) 
High. $21,000 
Low.. 3,500 


Gift of Gab 
$4,000 
(5 days) 


Lady By 
Choice 
$9,000 


Caravan 
$2,800 
(5 days) 





PALACE 
(2,363; 25-35-60) 
High. $32,000 
Low.. 6,000 
COLUMBIA 

(1,263; 25-40) 
High. $19,000 
Low.. 1,100 








Widow 
$20,000 


Widow 
$11,500 
(2d wk) 


Flirtation 
Walk 
$22,000 


~ Galante 


$20,000 


Wednesday's 


Child 
$2,500 
(4 days) 





Wiggs 
$14,000 





Love 
Time 
$3,500 





Judge Priest 


$6,500 
(Repeat) 





Painted 
Veil 
$20,000 





365 Nites in 
Hollywood 
$3,000 





Widow 
$3,000 
(Repeat) 








MINNEAPOLIS 





Nov. 15 


__Nov. 22 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 6 





STATE 
(2,400; 25-35-40) 
High. $28,000 
Low.. 2,500 


ORPHEUM. 
(2,890; 25-35-40) 
High. $25,000 
Low.. 2,000 


LYRIC 
(1,300; 20-25) 
High. $17,000 
Low.. _1,200 





Pursuit 
Happiness 
$12,500 
(Benny 
Davis) 


Widow 
$11,000 





Bike 
Rider 
$13,500 
__(Vaude) 


Age 
Innocence 
$12,000 





Lemon 
Drop 
$2,200 








Howling 
Dog 
$3,500 





(Continued on page 20) 


Night of — 


White 
Parade 
$10,000 


Love 
$19,000 


365 Nites _ 
in H’wood 
$3,000 





College 
Rhythm 
$15,000 

(Buddy) 


Love 
$11,500 
(2d wk) 


Rogers) 


‘Student 


Tour 
$1,800 
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Local-Talent Show 


Tops Everything 


In Balto with ‘Gay Bride, $22,500 








Baltimore, Dec. 17. 
Though the pre-Xmas slump has 
get in with a vengeance, there is one 
phenomenal exception that is defy- 


ing the customarily seasonal b.o. 
crimp and rolling up a rare and 
fancy figure. That's the vaudfilm 


Century, where a local talent revue 
has house wishing the walls were 
made of rubber. On the screen is 
‘Gay Bride,’ pic that came in quietly 
and snagged the best notices in 
town, helping nicely. Relatives of 
cast all saw it opening day and are 
now out drumming up biz with 
word-o’-mouth, Looks like a ter- 
rific $22,500. 

Rest of the town 1s hardly more 
than trudging along; houses hayc 
pretty pallid line-ups for most part, 
with the vaudfilm Hipp looking best 
for money chances. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
$5-40-55-66)—‘Gay Bride’ (MG) and 
‘Okay Baltimore,’ local talent—not 
amateur—revue on _ Sstage. Ted 
Claire m.c.’s. Pic very pleasantly 
received, but it’s the stage show 


that’s making the mobs forego 
their Xmas shopping. Leaped off 
like a greyhound and thrashing 


on to a smashing $22,500, which nets 
house an extra lining of coin, due to 
low nut. Last week ‘Prentice’. (MG) 
and vaude, better than stalwart 
$18,000. ‘ 

Hippodrone (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘White Lies’ 
(Col) and Wirth Circus on stage. 
Crix cracked down on the film, 
which packs no provocative names 
that might have helned. Sawdust 
has quite a few partisans here and 
is supporting bill well enough to get 
house home to a fair $13,000 or 
better. Last week ‘K. C. Princess’ 
(WB) and acts headed by Blanche 
Calloway’s ork, just under $12,500, 
sound. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Wake Up and Dream’ 
(U). Not much marquee value, and 
doesn't look to better a grin-and- 
bear-it $3,000. Last week only half 
a@ grand more for ‘It’s a Gift’ (Par), 
under expectations. . 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
85-40-50)—‘Bachelor of Arts’ (Fox). 
Good press pried it a bit upwards, 
but absence of names in cast and 
the shopping hustle keeping the 
burghers otherwise occupied, leav- 
ing lean pickings. Maybe a mild 
$3,000. Last week ‘Music in Air’ 
(Fox), good $4,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) closes to- 
night with ‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) 
opening tomorrow (Tuesday). 
"Father Brown, Detective’ (WB) was 
to start tomorrow, but a late cancel- 
lation shoots in ‘Wife’; for the week, 
closing tonight (Monday), ‘Lime- 
house’ nothing much at near $5,000, 
though it wasn’t thrown off stride 
as much as expected. 


PORT.’S HOLDOVERS 


Plenty But All 0. K.—'Age of Inno- 
cence’ Also Nice 





Portland, Ore., Dec. 17. 

‘Painted Veil,’ at the United Art- 
ists, hit the week’s high spot for 
straight pix. ‘Imitation df Life,’ at 
the Orpheum, got good attention and 
warranted holding over by moving 
it to Hamrick’s other house, the 
Music Box, for a good second week. 
‘Veil’ also held at Parker's UA. 

Disappointing was ‘Mrs. Wiggs,’ 
which got a build-up by Paramount, 
but failed to get much enthusiastic 
response from the younger element 
of pic goers. Pic gave that house a 
slump in gross between ‘College 
Rhythm’ and ‘Hell in the Heavens.’ 

‘One Night of Love’ ended a suc- 
cessful four weeks at the Mayfair, 
Brossing around $17,000 for the 
month, which is big stuff in these 
parts. ‘Anne of Green Gables’ was 
just fairish at the Music Box for 
two weeks, but kept that house 
above average. 

Two vaude house, Paramount and 
Orpheum, estimated at just about 
8rossing enough extra to clear their 
vaude budgets, and probably edging 
a bit extra on weeks with weak ‘pix. 
Principal value of vaude in this burg 
is in taking the sting out of a weak 
pic, otherwise the b. o. barometer 
reflects the screen product. Fritz 
Leiber did three good days with a 
legit road unit at the Masonic audi- 
torium. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
"Gay Bride’ (MG). Going fairly 
for about $4,800. Last week ‘Bab- 
bitt’ (FN) $4,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1000; 25- 
40)—‘Painted Veil’ (MG) (2d week). 
Pulled after 10 days, totaling an 
Okay $6,600 for the run. 

‘ aramount (IiXvergreen) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Par) 
and vaude and stage band. Keeping 
this house average for $6,000. Last 
week ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) disappoint- 
ing at $5,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) 
40)—‘Age of Innocence’ (Radio) 
With vaude and stage band. Going 
ever nicely and should get okay 


(2,000; 25- 


$4,500. 





Last week ‘Imitation of 
Life’ (U) with vaude held up strong 
to close at $6,200. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
100; 25-40)—Wagon Wheels’ (Par). 
Just a fair average for this house at 
$3,000. Last week ended run of 
‘One Night of Love’ (Col), fourth 
week $2,700, total gross of first 
three weeks $15,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35)—‘Imitation of Life’ (U). Moved 
here for second week after first at 
Orpheum and getting okay $3,000. 
Last week ‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(RKO), second week, $2,600; first, 
$4,000. 


Best Thing in Dizzy 
Buffalo Is 2d Week 
Of ‘Imitation,’ $13,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 

Boxoffices slowed down currently 
in the expected pre-holiday slump. 
Not much can ‘e expected between 
now and Christmas, most of the 
houses merely marking time. The 
present week will probably. see 
average grosses at the Buffalo and 
somewhat better than average at 
the Lafayette where ‘Imitation’ is in 
its second week. The Lakes will 
straighten itself out this week with 
a new Tuesday opening day in or- 
der to get in on new Christmas Day 
business. 

Last week was principally note- 
worthy by ‘Imitation’ running the 
Lafayette gross up to nearly $13,000 
for one of the finest showings in 
months, At 25c straight this rep- 
resents top business. Looks as 
though the feature will be held un- 
til Christmas, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-65)— 
‘Transatlantic Merry - Go - Round’ 
(UA) and stage show. Good show, 
the Benny Davis act always run- 
ning well here. Conditions will 
probably hold gross down to under 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (Par) and Nick Lucas in 
person, this one had a sudden sink- 
ing spell after fair opening and 
failed to attract even average tak- 
ings; subnormal at $13,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Don 
Juan’ (UA) and ‘It’s a Gift’ (Par). 
Continuing double feature policy 
and should get around $6,000, aver- 
age. Last week, ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness’ (Par) and ‘Lemon Drop Kid’ 
(Par), return to double features, 
didn’t mean much although nice 
bill was offered; slid off somewhat 
to $5,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—‘Lovetime’ (Fox) and ‘Housewife’ 
(WB). Just another week before 
Christmas for this one which means 
probably around $6,000. Last week, 
‘Kid Millions’ (UA), ete. A badly 
jumbled week here. ‘Kid Millions’ 
was held over Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday to the tune of about 
$3,000. Double feature, ‘Gentlemen 
Are Born’ (WB) and ‘Marie Ga- 
lente’ (Fox) which opened Tuesday 
was forced to suspend Saturday in 
order to make room for the Lom- 
bardo show and ‘Elinor Norton’ 
(Fox) for half a day only, the 
double feature resuming on Sunday 








and Monday. Doubtful if aside 
from Lombardo, the bill will get 
$3,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 


‘Ready for Love’ (Par) and ‘Wagon 
Wheels’ (Par). Another double- 
barrelled program ought to come 
close to $5,000. Last week, ‘Gam- 
bling’ (Fox) and ‘Nights in Holly- 
wood’ (Fox); George M. Cohan fea- 
ture did better than anticipated on 
opening and got up to nearly $4,800 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Imitation’ (U) (2d week). Attrac- 
tion still going strong and probably 
good until Christmas. Should get 
$8,500. Last week ran up to a spec- 
tacular gross demonstrating that it 
can be done if you have the pic- 
ture. Despite seasonal drawback 
nothing could hold this down and 
gross came to $13,000. 


LIMEHOUSE,’ $14,000, 
MONT’L OTHERWISE Q. T. 


Montreal, Dec. 17. 

Pre-Xmas week and not a lot to 
be looked for, fans being more shop 
than theatre-conscious. However, 
everybody congratulatory on better 
times and more spending, so main 
stems may come through in better 
shape. 








Loew’s is the big show. ‘Lime- 
house Nights’ will get a possible 
$14,000, very good, bolstered by 
Cab Calloway ork. Palace show- 
ing ‘Behold My Wife’ and ‘It’s a 
Gift?’ may pick up $7,000. Capitol 


should assess around the same fig- 
ures on ‘Great Expectations’ which 
will bring in all the Dickens fans, 
and ‘Wake Up and Dream.’ Prin- 
cess has ‘Our Daily Bread’ and ‘T! 
Fix It’ which may gross $6,000. Im- 


perial reviving ‘All Quiet Western 
Front,’ maybe $1,500. 

Nabes feeling the shopping trend 
also. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50). French Operetta Society. 
Working out on subscription basis 
and just getting by on around 
$2,000. . 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Behold 
My Wife’ (Par) and ‘It’s a Gift’ 
(Par). Attractive bill which is up 
against it seasonally and is not 
likely to get much over $6,500. Last 
week ‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG) and 
‘Love Time’ (Fox) grossed nice 
$8,000. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Great 
Expectations’ (U) and ‘Wake Up 
and Dream’ (U). This is a big 
Dickens town and so may boost to 
$7,000. Last week ‘White Parade’ 
(Fox) and ‘Bachelor of Arts’ (Fox), 
$7,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Lime- 
house Nights’ (Par) and Cab Callo- 
way band. Will top the town at may- 
be $14,000. Last week ‘Pursuit of 
Happiness’ (WB) and Daniels-Lyon 
personals with vaude got $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—Our 
Daily Bread’ (UA) and ‘T’ll Fix It’ 
(Col). Should gross $6,000, oke. 
Last week’s repeat of ‘We Live 
Again’ (UA) and ‘That’s Gratitude’ 
(Col), $5,500. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,800; 
30)—All Quiet (U) and vaude. Mild 
$1,500 in sight. Last week ‘Cheat- 
ing Cheaters’ (U) and vaude, $1,750, 
a little better. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(€00; 50)—‘M’sieu de la Sante.’ 
Third week, $1,700, after $2,000 last 
week. 


0. & J. GIVE IND. 
SOCK BIZ AT 
$12,000 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 

It’s a landslide at the Lyric this 
week, with Olsen and Johnson’s unit 
on the stage responsible for a posi- 
tively smashing gross of $12,500. 
Film half of the bill is ‘Murder In 
the Clouds’ but the stage show is 
the draw. E 

Nothing else in town seems able 
to stand up against this powerful 
magnet, and the other houses are 
jerking pictures right and left and 
playing off their sluffs. 

Everyone downtown, except the 
Lyric, is also manipulating play 
dates in order to be ready to open 
Christmas Day with ace film attrac- 
tions. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Music in Afr’ (Fox). Ex- 
tremely thin at $2,900. Last week 
‘Madame DuBarry’ (WB). Finished 
very poorly at $2,400. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25- 
40)—‘West of Pecos’ (Radio) and 
‘Firebird’ (WB) split week. Busi- 
ness is at a standstill here, with the 
latter pic yanked after only two 
days. Gross for week won’t reach 
more than a terrible $2,000. Last 
week ‘Lady By Cholce’ (Col) and 
Ted Lewis on the stage built up to 
a very strong $12,000, with the price 
scale upped slightly. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25- 
40)—‘Behold My Wife’ (Par). Cus- 
tomers are very scarce and this one 
won’t last a full week, with the pace 
indicating a miserable $3,400. Last 
week ‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(Radio) was also near a new low 
for the year with a barren $4,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Murder in Clouds’ (WB) and Olsen 
and Johnson unit on stage. Nothing 
in the last three years has ap- 
proached this terrific pace and the 
gross is sure to hit a socko $12,500 
as a result of doing five shows daily 
over the week-end. Not far from 
house record, which was set at a 
higher scale. Last week ‘Babbitt’ 
(FN) and vaude slim at $4,200. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew’s) (2,800: 
25-40)—‘Gay Bride’ (MG). Opened 
two days earlier than usual, but is 
trailing weakly towards a figure of 
$2,900. Last week ‘Wicked Woman’ 
(MG) lasted only five days with a 
ae of $1,500 for a new all time 
ow. 











"BAM BLAH 


‘Painted Veil’ Way Off at $5,000; 
‘War’ Fair $1,500 





Birmingham, Dec. 17. 

Managements foresaw trouble this 
week and shot in a few pictures no- 
body will ever miss. 

The Pantages, dark many years, 
is to reopen Xmas day. Pictures 
and tab shows is the menu. Will 
be the first stage shows in the Ham 
since way back when. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
10)—‘Painted Veil’ (MG). Take it 
or leave it, and most folks will leave 





it. Garbo doesn’t mean anything 
here and this film means less; 

1$5,000 and lucky. Last week, ‘Merry 
Sidow’ (MG), $5,700, not so good. 


| Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)—‘Ken- 





Here's News! Newark Okay at BO: 


Ted Lewis and 





= 


tucky Kernels’ (Radio). Maybe $3,- 
900, moderate. Last week, ‘Monte 
Cristo’ (UA) (2d week), $4,500, okay. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Gen- 
tlemen are Born’ (FN), $1,700, mod- 
erate. Last week, ‘Desirable’ (WB), 
about $1,800. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) — ‘First 
World War’ (Fox). Looks like $1,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘Student Tour’ 
(MG), same. 


Ennuied Exploiters 
Aren’t Even Bothering 


In Wash. This Week 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Boys aren’t even bothering to fight 
pre-Christmas slump this year. 
Running in so-so celluloid with lit- 
tle or nothing behind it, saving good 
stuff and exploitation budgets for 
splurges when holiday season opens. 

Best bet so far as net return goes 
seems to be return of ‘Painted Veil’ 
to main stem. Pix did: two nice 
weeks at Palace and is being shot 
into Columbia to carry pre-holiday 
slump and is only real moneymaker 
in town. Keith’s still yanking ’em 
in dizzy fashion and if public doesn’t 
get mad at never knowing what 
house is showing, local RKO spot 
will come out on top. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60)— 
‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) and vaude. 
Molasses ’n’ January pullng some 
air fans but week won’t better light 
$14,000. Last week ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
piness’ (Par) took oke $17,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Hell in Heavens’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Estelle Taylor well liked on stage. 
Pic light; $18,000 maybe. Last week 
‘White Parade’ (Fox) held up to 
good $22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB). Opened 
yesterday (16) oke but not big. 
Last week ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) 
closed. with nice $10,500 for seven 
days and ‘Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ (U) took fair $3,500 for four 
days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘College Rhythm’ (Par) (2a week). 
Diving to cellar, maybe light $7,000. 
Last week oke $16,500. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40)—‘Men- 
ace’ (Par). Mystery yarn always 
out-of-way spot’s best bet. Probable 
$3,000, although light, is not as bad 
as it might be in pre-holiday sea- 
son. Last week ‘Flirtation Walk’ 
(FN) was milked of oke $3,500 in 
third week downtown. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Painted Veil’ (MG). Repeat after 
two big weeks at Palace looks like 
nice $4,000. Last week ‘Gambling’ 
(Fox) took $2,500, light. 


BROOKLYN INDIFF 


Woman,’ $12,000 — Fox 
5,000—Albee $18,000 














‘Wicked 
$1 





Brooklyn, Dec. 1T. 

Prince of Wales and Garbo in 
person aren’t exactly needed at the 
downtown box offices this weex. 
Judging by crowds infesting the 
department stores the theatres are 
getting some overflow, notably the 
Albee and Fox. Rest of first runs 
are off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘College Rhythm’ (Par). Received 
about $9,000 from Monday to Friday. 
Holdover until tomorrow will bring 
biz to total of $16,000. ‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (Par) comes in tomorrow 
(Tuesday). 


‘Live Hotcha 166 


Newark, Dec. 17. 

For the first time in recent his- 
tory all stores were open Saturday 
night and they will open every night 
this week, except two of the big 
ones, This will presumably hurt 
but it seemed to do no harm Sat- 
urday night. 

Ted Lewis at Loew’s is pulling 
them in in great style and if it were 
not for the anticipated slump this 
week he would go far ahead of the 
expected $16,000. Branford looks for 
$11,000 on eight days, with ‘Imita- 
tion of Life’ and ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert’, 

Newly opened Broad, with its 
fare of old pictures, is not doing 
so well as yet. 

Frank L. Smith announces that 
the Shubert will open Christmas 
with musical stock. ‘My Maryland’ 
leads off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Imitation of Life’ (U) and ‘Big 
Hearted Herbert’ (WB). On eight 
days will be nice $11,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Flirtation’ (WB), 
$6,700, making a dismal $15,800 for 
two weeks on what was expected to 
cop big coin. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-40) 
—‘Firebird’ (WB) and ‘Ready for 
Love’ (Par). Nothing much here, 
doubtful of $3,000. Last week ‘Last 
Gentleman’ (UA) and ‘One Exciting 





Adventure’ (U} got nowhere with 
$3,500. 

Little (Franklin) (229; 35-50)— 
‘Power’ (GB) (3d week). Will be 
good at $1,000. Last week, second, 
good $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)—‘We 


Live Again’ (UA) and vaude. Film 
means little here, but Ted Lewis on 
stage is sweeping along in great 
style, $16,000, which is great for 
this week, Last week ‘Transatlan- 
tic’ (UA) mild $11,000. 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 20-29)—‘President Vanishes’ 
(Par) and vaude. Opening dull but 
news of new unit on stage brought 
them in by Saturday night and may- 
be $10,500. Last week ‘Limehouse 
Blues’ (Par) nice at $14,400. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55)—~— 
‘Captain Hates Sea’ (Col) and ‘Fu- 
gitive Lady’ (Col). Will be okay 
at $7,500. Last week, second of 
‘Gay ‘Divorcee’ (Radio) nice at 
$8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Fighting Trooper’ (Syn) and 
‘White Parade’ (Radio) with ‘Grid- 
iron Flash’ (Radio) and ‘Successful 
Failure’ (FD) split. Not so bad on 
opening and may take a nice $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Lost in Stratosphere’ 
(Mono) and ‘Dangerous’ Corner’ 
(Radio) with ‘Lady by Choice’ (Col) 
and ‘Gambling’ (Fox) good enough 
at $3,800. 


Pre-Xmas in Churchy 
Lincoln Is B.0. Murder 


Lincoln, Dec. 17. 
The gross curve is skidding on 
the downbeat still further this week 
in most spots with a frantic effort 








‘| being made by the Stuart and Lin- 


coln, with ‘Painted Veil’ and ‘Peck’s 
Bad Boy,’ respectively, trying to 
keep Christmas-consciousness dis- 
ease under quarantine. 

Both houses will do well for the 
season, Wut that’s little reason for 
joy, because yuletide is the year’s 
biggest celebration in this con- 
servative and be-churched town, 
Over at the Westland’s Varsity, 
another British pic, ‘Power’ is in, 
But unnoticed. Talk of this house 
going to vaude is silenced now. It 
was figured the spot would flesh by 
the first of the year, but by hold- 
ing back during the pre-Xmas 
crimp there’s a nice bunch of pic- 





Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Gay Bride’ 
(MG) and stage show. Looks to 
$15,000, pretty good. Last week 
‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) and ‘First 
World War’ (Fox) did $16,000, good. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) and vaude 
headed by Ferde Grofe. Mebbe 
$12,000, weak. Last week ‘We Live 
Again’ (UA) did $13,000, mild. 

Albee ($3,500; 25-35-50)—‘Imita- 
tion of Life’ (U) and vaude will do 
about $18,000, fairly good. Last 
week Captain Hates the Sea’ (Col) 
did $14,000, mild. 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—Gam- 
bling’ (Fox) and ‘Evensong’ (GB- 
Fox). Around $5,500, mild. Last 


‘Menace’ (Par) and ‘Fugitive 
(Col), $5,000. 


week 


Lady 


Vaudfilmer Only House to 
Hold Over in N. Haven 


New Haven, Dec, 17. 

Pre-Christmas slump here and 
everybody knows it. Paramount 
managing to fight the drop with an 
oke stage show and they ran it Sun- 
day for first Sabbath show of this 
type in town’s history. 

Poli’s and Par angling for Christ- 
mas day openings and will cut pre- 
ceding week to four days. Currently | 
‘Music in the Air’ on Poli’s screen | 


(Continued on page 61) 





tures due in with the new year. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)- 
mance Revier’ (Indie) and ‘Secret 
of the Chateau’ (U), split. About 
right and seasonal with $800. Last 
week ‘Lost in the Stratosphere’ 
(Mono), ‘In Old Sante Fe’ (Mascot) 
and ‘I Sell Anything’ (WB), for 
three changes and good for a boost 
to $1,000. A good week. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
—‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (Fox). Should 
get near $2,000, fair. Last week 
‘Anne of Green Gables’ (Radio) 
built to a strong $1,900. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—Love Time’ (Fox) with an Andy 
Kirk-Mamie Smith headlined stage 
show. The money staggerer with a 
probable smash $3,500 in the offing, 
a house record. Last week ‘One Ex- 
citing Adventure’ (U) and stage 
show followed by ‘Great Expecta- 
tions’ (U) the last half going to the 
Dickens as it came. Gross on full 
stretch was about $1,900, off a little. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Painted Veil’ (MG). Garbo likely 
to get $2,700, fair. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Rhythm’ (Par) in this college 
town only did fairly well with 
$2,600. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25) 
—‘Power’ (GB). Only $1,100, n.s.h. 
Last week ‘Captain Hates the Sea’ 
(Col) gathered a little over $900, 
not good 


‘Ro- 





\= 








OF ROBART Se WELT TGs OE ge 





ollie 


Saas 


ee eee ee 


12 VARIETY 


a 


REVIEW S$. 


Tuesday, December 16, 3934 






¢ 





—=B 








=— == 


BABES IN TOYLAND 


(WITH SONGS) 


Hal Roach production and Metro release 






Stars Laurel and Hardy Directed by Gus 
Meins and Charies Rogers Adapted from 
operetta of same name by Frank Butler 
and Nick Grinde. At Astor, N. Y., Dec. 
12, on grind run. Running time, 77 mins. 
Btanley DuM,...ccccccceceeeses Stan Laurel 
Oliver Dee. ..ccoccccesecseces:s Oliver Hardy 
Bo-Peep .nccccccesccccseess Charlotte Henry 
Tom-Tom .ccccccccecssesesses Felix Knight 
Py 0... 22. Ss doe bee oe Henry Kleinbach 
Widow Peep....ccccesss: Florence RoSerts 
Santa Claus......+- .-Ferdinand Munier 
Toymaker .....-.cccce eevces William Burress 
Mother Goose. ..ccccccedsces Virginia Karns 


If Hal Roach aimed at the pro- 
duction of a purely juvenile pic- 
ture to which children might con- 
eceivably drag their elders, he has 
succeeded in a measure beyond 
others who have sought to enter 
this realm. He has made a film par 
excellence for children. It’s packed 
with laughs and thrills and is en- 
dowed with that glamour of mysti- 
cism which marks juvenile litera- 
ture. 

‘Babes in Toyland’ is as far away 
from the Victor Herbert original 
operetta as Admiral Byrd from his 
home port. The arithmetic song and 
‘March of the Toys’ are the 
only outstanding survivors of 
Herbert's score, and these are 
merely background. Two other 
lesser numbers’ used. Of the 
original book there is no trace 
at all. This is not a musical brought 
to the screen. It is a fairy story 
in technique and treatment, but a 
gorgeous fairy tale which gives 
everything to Laurel and Hardy 
and to which, in return, they give 
their happiest best. It will be a 
superior Saturday attraction and a 
scooper holiday week. Midweek 
night business is apt to be some- 
thing else again. But ‘Babes’ prob- 
ably will get special holiday beok- 
ing for four or five years to come. 


Picture has a book and sticks 
closely to it. There is a tenuous 
but definite plot, simple enough to 
be understandable to very small 
children and appealing to older 
youngsters. Everything done has 
a direct bearing on the story, and 
all of the comedy gags are written 
about this thread of narrative. In 
this regard the film shows remark- 
able work. It has all the needed 
comedy without having to build up 
with interpolated slapstick. And 
it is amusing enough to entertain 
older persons who remember when 
they were young. It will not bore 
those who have to accompany their 
children. It possesses a_ pictorial 
quality that will appeal. At the 
Astor there was a large sprinkling 
of men trickling into the house. 
That may have been due to their 
belief they were going in to see 
something like the original, but 
once they got in they appeared to 
enjoy it. Children laughed freely 
when they were not thrilled by 
Bogeyland. Latter sequence is not 
so rough as to induce nightmares. 


The story is simple. Tom-Tom 
loves Bo-Peep, who is one of the 
numerous progeny of the Old 
Woman who lived in a shoe. Barn- 
aby, a miser, holds the mortgage. 
Bo-Peep must marry him or else. 
Hardy promises to redeem the mort- 
gage, but he and Laurel get fired 
from the toy shop when they make 
100 soldiers six feet tall instead of 
600 each a foot high. For this they 
are punished, but Bo-Peep begs 
them off, promising Barnaby she 
will marry him. Barnaby really is 
married to Laurel in bride’s dress. 
He frames Tom, who is exiled to 
Bogeyland, whithere Bo-Peep fol- 
lows him. The comedians follow 
and help them to effect their escape. 
Zarnaby leads the inhabitants of 
Bogeyland against the town, but 
they are saved by the oversized sol- 
diers. 

This brings a smashing climax 
with the soldiers marching to the 
strains of ‘March of the Toys.’ It 
gives a full five minutes of smash- 
ing action that will lift children 
under 12 completely out of their 
seats, and yet it is not so terrify- 
ing as to alarm. 

Most of the action occurs in Toy- 
land, chiefly in one big set which 
supplies the details for the close- 
ups of more intimate developments. 
There is also one large and several 
smaller sets in Bogeyland, which 
is inhabited by ape-like nonde- 
scripts. It provides the necessary 
contras* to the Toyland scenes, 

All Mother Goose characters are 
woven into the plot, not to men- 
tion the Three Little Pigs, but it’s 
Laurel and Hardy’s picture. While 
they are on the story zips along, 
but the mistake has not been made 
of asking them to fill the stage con- 
tinuously. It is their absences 
which make their reappearances so 
effective. The same Laurel and 
Hardy of shorts, but in fancy dress 
and apt to endear themselves to 
parents because of this effort. 


Charlotte Henry, as Bo-Peep, is 
not always in the picture. Some- 
times she looks and plays the adult. 
Felix Knight is the Tom, but not 
much in evidence until the close as 
the actual love making is descreetly 
soft pedaled, Others do not matter 
importantly enough to call for men- 
tion, 

This pictvre may not be consist- 
ently big boxoffice, but it is the best 
juvenile product to date and de- 
serves the long life it will have. 

Chic, 


DON JUAN 


(BRITISH MADE) 


United Artists release of London Films 


(Alexander Korda) production Stars 
Douglas Fairbanks; features Merle Oberon. 
Directed by Korda, Story by Frederick 
Lonsdale and Lajos Biro; camera, Georges 
Perinal; music, Michael Spolianski, Arthur 
Wimperis and Arthur Benjamin. At Rivoll, 
N. Y., on grind run, starting Dec. 7. Run- 
ning time, 92 mins. 

Don JUAN. ...ceeeeeeeess @Mougias Fairbanks 
POR eo cccecuccocsaansececseed derle Oberon 
FROBIER. cccccccccccseecesesece Binnie Barnes 
COPTROR. cccccccccccccsccceseed Joan Gardner 
DORSTOBs cccccocvccceeeseescecs Benita Hume 
POGTO. cecccscvccecccacses Clifford Heatherley 
RROGPIBO.« cccccvecccescccsescs Barry Mackay 
Leporello......cccccssesece Melville Cooper 
Cafe Mamag@er..ccccccccceces Bruce Winston 
TOE s 6:< 6 60 0000004600860 4% Athlene Seyler 
BBN. 0 00's Reoseeeesvecus Hindle Edgar 
Dolores’ servant..cecceesss: Gibson Gowland 
A Guardian... .cccsceses Lawrence Grossmith 
POs cceveveceeseseseves Margaretta Scott 
AM AUtHOP. .ccccccccccceeses Edmund Breon 
Pa Annie Esmond 


One of Don Juan's Loves..Patricia Hilliard 

Also Diana Napier, Natalie Lelong (Prin- 
cess Paley), Betty Hamilton, Toto Koop- 
man, Spencer Trevor, Nancy Jones and 
Florence Wood. 


Douglas Fairbanks in ‘The Pri- 
vate Life of Don Juan’ seems a mis- 
taken idea. Technically it has so 
much in its favor that it’s too bad 
it doesn’t promise solid box office 
attention. That advance misimpres- 
sion that Fairbanks has possibly 
undertaken a role beyond his years 
is the film’s primary economic 
shortcoming. But all who see it 
can’t help but recognize the many 
niceties that have gone into its pro- 
duction, 


In actuality, Fairbank’s prime 
portrayal is as the antiquated 
knight (a.k. to you) who is finally 
disillusioned as the arch-heart- 
breaker when he must bow to his 
years and recognize that his amor- 
ous porch-climbing career is finis. 


But the film holds more than that. 
There are many fine lights and 
shadings under the combined aegis 
of scriptists Frederick Lonsdale and 
Lajos Biro and director Korda to 
get over the fact that the popular 
feminine conception of a_ great 
lover lives most vividly in the 
mind’s eye rather than in actuality. 
The susceptible Seville femmes, who 
were not loath to two-timing their 
senors, throwing rope ladders down 
from their balconies to facilitate 
the ingress and exit of the trepida- 
tious Don Juan, had glorified Juan 
into an almost mythical figure. To 
most he was a figment of the imagi- 
nation, for more spoke of him be- 
cause of their dreams than from 
experience. 


But the introductory unreeling 
proves too much of a handicap to 
Fairbanks. He is first introduced 
as a bit weary and slightly ill ca- 
valier. All the faithful illusion is 
maintained to impress upon the 
auditor that he is still the potent 
Don Juan of history (for Migual 
de Manara, yclept Don Juan, was 
a real person to whom all of 
Seville pays periodic homage to this 
day), excepting that he happens to 
have become a bit fatigued. His 
faithful retainer, his cook, his mas- 
seur, all his aides, are shown jeal- 
ously watching over him. The chief 
chamberlain of the Juan household 
is actually in the midst of sacking 
the cook for having succumbed to 
Juan’s wiles and given him the 
starchy foods he is being denied in 
order to retain his form and his 
figure. The masseur is shown jeal- 
ously ministering to the Juan mus- 
cles and embonpoint. In all of this 
introductory footage the general ef- 
fect is to build up an iiiusion which, 
even if Fairbanks does not create 
it superficially, at least has been 
theatrically bolstered. There’s even 
planted the premise of Fairbanks 
being irked with the wife (Benita 
Hume) whom, he complains, has 
been too possessive of late; so much 
so that it’s been cramping his style. 

Herein Korda has erected so 
sturdy a celluloid keystone that, 
paradoxically, it’s the undoing of 
the entire structure. It’s too strong 
to shatter, and yet never strong 
enough to cement the conception 
that Fairbanks is so deadly a Lo- 
thario. For while Fairbanks has a 
waist line that would make many 
a callow juvenile green with envy, 
and while he’s as agile and athletic 
as he was 15 years ago, the ma- 
tured and stocky Fairbanks person- 
ality at no time jibes with the 
grandiose manner, the boudoir at- 
tack and visible technique that is 
popularly associated with Don Juan. 

Thus, after having been too well 
built up to assume all these ama- 
tory qualifications, the story sets 
about shattering an illusion, to the 
ultimate confusion and confounding 
of all the issues. It is only towards 
the tag end of the footage that 
Korda’s objective penetrates, so far 
as popular cognizance is concerned. 
Juan is shown stripped of all the 
illusions which a highly impression- 
able feminine portion of the Sevil- 
lian populace has magnified into al- 
most supernatural proportions. 

Like all historical or pseudo-doc- 
umentary film productions, the na- 
ture of the subject seemingly makes 
it permissible to extend the roman- 
tic equation where it might nor- 
mally be curbed. For this reason, 
as in ‘Affairs of Cellini’ and kindred 
semi - historical celluloidiana, ‘Don 
Juan’ is not particularly under 
wraps. The central character alone 
compels free rein to his boudoir 
penchants. 

That being what it is, it’s but 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Babes in Toyland’ (M-G). 
Best juvenile picture to date, 
and figures to repeat at Xmas 
holidays for next four or five 
years. Will square Laurel and 
Hardy with a lot of parents. 

‘Private Life of Don Juan’ 
(UA). British-made produc- 
tion with Fairbanks, Sr., and 
which is doubtful of appealing 
to the fans at large. 

‘Dealers in Death’ (Topical). 
Strong editorializing film on 
munitions makers. Well made 
and entertaining. 


‘A Wicked Woman’ (Metro). 





Mady Christians’ American film 


debut and ani unfortunate 
event. 
‘Music in the Air (Fox). 


Mild operetta of class appeal 
which limits its b.o. sturdi- 
ness. Swanson and Boles in 
the marquee will have to carry 
it. 

‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par). 
Weak and slow moving film, 
with George Raft. 

“Wednesday’s Child’ (Radio). 
Fine performance but no cast 
names. Stacks up as an in- 
betweencr. 

‘Babbitt’ (FN). Still sales 
value in the title, but not big 
time. 

‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Fox). 
Warner Baxter in an unimpor- 
tant air story of the war. 

‘King Kelly of U.S.A.’ 
(Mono). A musical and fair 
support picture. 

‘Gay Bride’ (Metro). Gang- 
ster story, burlesqued slightly, 
but weak entertainment. Lom- 
bard and Morris top names. 





-Directed by Charles Brabin. 








this UA (made in England by Lon- 
don Films) production should be 
ballyhooed the way it is. Result is 
that Fairbanks, stacked beside those 
nifty lookers—the Misses Oberon, 
Binnie Barnes, Gardner, Hume, Pa- 
tricia Hilliard, Diana Napier, Na- 
talie Lelong (Princess Paley), Betty 
Hamilton, Toto Koopman, Spencer 
Trevor, Nancy Jones and Florence 
Wood—makes for an incongruous 
impression. This assortment of 
English ingenues is about the nifti- 
est set of talented lookers in any 
one film and probably has (and has 
had) the Hollywood talent scouts 
doing some hefty scouting. A few 
are not new to Hollywood, of course, 
and a few more are due over or 
have just come over. 


General production technique is 
ultra, as is Georges Perinal’s cine- 
matography. Latter is Rene Clair’s 
ace camera-grinder and in this, his 
first away from French productions, 
has fashioned some fine _ stuff. 
There is some very worthy inci- 
dental music also by the expa- 
triate German, Michael Spolianski, 
whose ‘Don Juana Serenade’ is 
sturdy, and other airs by Arthur 
Wimperis and Arthur Benjamin. 
But the film, in toto, is doubtful 
for the masses. Abel. 


DEALERS IN DEATH 


Topical Films production and _ release. 
Directed by Monroe Shaff. Dialog, Burnet 
Hershey; narration, Basil Ruysdael; edi- 
torial advisor, Prof. Walter B. Pitkin. At 
Criterion, N. Y., week Dec. 13. Running 
time, 63 mins. 





An able compilation of official war 
and news footage blended together 
for a forceful editorial on arma- 
ment makers. Title won't hurt, 
either, 


Picture effectively employs maps 
and animated backgrounds to pre- 
sent a picture of the munitions 
octopus, how it branches through- 
out the world, etc. One of the 
startling facts is an idea of what 
the cost of the world war would 
have provided in the way of new 
homes, universities, hospitals and 
the like. These and other facts, 
not forgetting the bills paid for 
shells, guns, ships, etec., together 
with the profits to the makers, are 
included. It is, perhaps, the strong- 
est and most daring film propa- 
ganda against war to date. 


There have recently been many 
compiled pictures, with running 
narratives, which inveigh against 
conflict between nations. But this 
is one of the rare intelligent preach- 
ments. It calls to task the arms 
making moguls. 


Among other things, the picture 
deals with such touchy revelations 
as the Briey and Dombasle scandals, 
relating to the wartime understand- 
ing between French and German 
munitions men with the government 
war machines on each side avoiding 
interference. This sequence relates 
to the hands-off attitude of both 
nations so far as bombing these 
towns were concerned because one 
was important for supply of muni- 
tions material to Germany, the 
other to France. Wiping out both 
would have endangered continuance 
of the war. Film also deals with 





the shipment from France to Ger- 
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many of mining material needed in 
latter for gun manufacture and 
Germany's retaliation in wartime by 
smuggling material into France 
which that country needed. 

The Kaiser and the famed Krupp 
works, the DeWendel arms dynasty, 
the Vickers world arms empire, war 
scares by munitions makers and the 
supposed financing to power of Hit- 
ler by French ammunition kings, in 
the supposed hope that he would 
repay that favor by starting a war, 
are other episodes. 

Well written narration offers 
many facts the average person does 
not have at his finger tips, if at all, 
including progress made in design- 
ing of vicious gases together with 
their effects. 

Many of the official war stuff 
seen in other pictures is used over 
again. Included are shots of the 
Japanese-Chinese conflict, some 
pretty gruesome, 

While foreign ammunition kings 
are both pictured and mentioned, 
none of the bigwigs among the 
American munitions group. are 
named, although the picture goes 
into the Colt, DuPont, Remington 
plants, etc. Camera also invades 
all the large foreign arms plants, 
negative looking as if the photo- 
graphing were done during the war. 

Dramatic film material of its kind, 
free of sloppiness in construction 
and moves at a fast rate, avoiding 
the repetition that has been the 
fault of most of the screen com- 
pilations, Char. 


A WICKED WOMAN 


Metro production and_ release; Harry 
Rapf producer. Stars Mady Christians. 
Screen play, 
Florence Ryerson and Zelda Sears, from 
novel of same name, by Anne Austin; 
camera, Lester White. At Loew’s Metro- 


politan, Brooklyn, week Dec. 14, 193- 
Running time 71 mins. 

ye 5 | es »»-Mady Christians 
Rosanne ...... eocrccccccecs «..Jean Parker 
Naylor ..ccoecesececeses+Charies Bickford 
Yancey wucececceceseseseess- Betty Furness 
CurtiS ccccccccesccssscesses William Henry 
CURES cocccccdescsceccesvves Jackie Searle 
FAWOOF cecccccecccces Betty Jane Graham 
Rosanne ....6+. esceceeeseeesMarilyn Harris 
eee Ccvcccececs Paul Harvey 
Gram Teague.....c.ceoesesss.--Z2elda Sears 
Bill Renton...... eocccecceces Robert Taylor 
Peter ...ceccccesceses.- Sterling Holloway 
OGRA ccccees ecccccccess-- George Billings 
ROUGE weatcedececosnsees DeWitt Jennings 


This picture stars Mady Chris- 
tians, perhaps the finest dramatic 
actress to come out of Ufa’s Berlin 
studios. Yet, for her American film 
debut, Metro couldn't find a film for 
her to start in except one in which 
she is asked to play the part of a 
‘white trash’ Southerner. Hard 
enough for Miss Christians to speak 
English without a Teutonic accent 
(which, incidentally, she does re- 
markably well), but to expect her 
to adopt a Dixie drawl is just too 
much, 

It’s that kind of casting that 
makes ‘A Wicked Woman’ so weak. 
It would have had to struggle, any- 
way, because of story weakness, but 
with that added glaring fault, it’s 
behind the eight ball all the way. 

It’s a shame several ways. In the 
first place it’s unfair to Miss Chris- 
tians who,if she gets any kind of a 
break, ought to go places in the 
U. S. And the film, cast and writ- 
ten differently, could have gone 
places on its own. There is the 
essence of a strong femme appeal 
yarn in the _ original, but the 
adaptors and the director let them- 
selves get swamped by details. 

Starts in a backwoods country 
somewhere and Miss Christians is 
Naomi Price, mother of three chil- 
dren and wife of a rum-runner. He 
beats her, mistreats the kids, gets 
into a shooting scrape and finally 
she has to kill him to protect her 
children. Next morning her fourth 
baby is born. She runs away, 
changes her name, works hard, 
saves pennies and brings up the 
kiddies properly. One daughter 
(Jean Parker) gets in trouble with 
the wrong man, mamma gets that 
straightened out. Then she goes 
back to the small town and sur- 
renders to the sheriff. She won't 
tell the jury anything about her 
kids, who they are or where they 
are. They’re about to sentence her 
to death for murder when the kids 
come in, having trailed her and 
everything is straightened out. 

That takes two generations of 
kids and many weary details in 
hop-skip-and-jump fashion to tell. 
Fortunately it gets good acting in a 
few spots and that helps a bit, but 
it’s so sketchy, long-winded and 
dull as to annoy. 

Miss Christians tries hard and, 
after she’s allowed to dress up and 
drop her drawl, she looks good. 
She got to Berlin via Brooklyn, 
which explains her good Eng- 
lish, although there is still a tiny 
Teutonic accent left. Jean Parker 
is cast in an unsympathetic role 
and isn’t allowed to get her point 
over. Charles Bickford stands out 
as a sympathetic newspaperman in 
love with Miss Christians, marry- 
ing her towards the end, although 
he looks much younger than she is 
supposed to be, what with grown- 
up and mature children. William 
Henry is Curtis, the son, pivotal 
part of the yarn from several stand- 
points, and lost in the role. He’s 
only been in two or three pictures 
and doesn't take to this assignment. 
Other cast members are just fill- 
ins. Zelda Sears, who was one of 
the adaptors, gets herself in for a 
moment or two of character work. 
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MUSIC IN THE AIR 


Fox production (Erich Pommer) and ree 
lease, Features Gloria Swanson and John 
Boles. Directed by Joe May. From stage 
operetta of same name by Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. Continuity, Robert 
Liebmann; screen play, Howard I. Young 
and Billie Wilder; musical adaptation, 
Franz Waxman; camera, Ernest Palmer; 
dances, Jack Donohue; musical direction, 
Louis De Francesco. At Radio City Music 


Hall, N. Y., week Dec. 13, 1934. Running 
time, 85 mins. 

Frieda ..cesees eecccccecesee Gloria Swanson 
Bruno cecescess oe beccecevectoves John Boles 
Marl .ccacecse eeeee+-Douglass Montgomery 
Sieglinde ....ee+. eedecseccedsevere June Lang 
Dr. Lessing..... Coevecesecerceseos Al Shean 
Weber ccccccece eeccececeecs Reginald Owen 
Uppmann ..... eesseessss-J08eph Cawthorn 
CorneliuS ...seceeee +e+++-Hobart Bosworth 
MarthKm ..ccccccsccccevccsccveses Sara Haden 
Burgomaster ....+eeeseeeee+--Roger Imhof 
Kirschner ...cccccscccccccecsss+-Jed Prouty 
NICK ccccccces eeccccccocceces Fuzzy Knight 


Joe May’s first Hollywood direc- 
torial chore for Fox and Erich Pom- 
mer’s second Fox production misses 
out twice. ‘Music in the Air,’ from 
the stage operetta success of that 
name of several seasons ago is a 
poor flicker. Whatever b.o. strength 
it shows will have to be on the 
marquee appeal of Gloria Swanson 
and John Boles as the top featured 
names, with Douglass Montgomery 
and June Lang (latter totally new 
but prominent and promising, albeit 
devoid of any tungsten draught) as 
the sub-billed cast members. 

‘Music in the Air’ again proves 
the’ fallaciousness of faithfully 
transmuting stage romantic oper- 
etta to the screen, patterned along 
the same lines asthe original. If 
it isn’t one thing that creates dif- 
ficult film fan hurdles it’s another. 
In this case, the fanciful and basi- 
cally familiar Kern-Hammerstein 
operetta had the great advantage, 
in the stage original, of an expert 
Broadway cast, which successfully 
carried the production. The audi- 
ence becomes charmed by the his- 
trionics, and blase Broadway, even 
at $4 and $5, will accept saccharine 
romance where the mugg 35-cent 
audiences demand their plots raw 
and realistic. 

Paradoxical as this may seem, the 
history of screen versions of Broad- 
way operettas proves the premise, 
Warners’ ‘Desert Song” was one 
such instance ‘in the early talker 
era. Where it was decidedly okay 
for Alexander Gray and Vivian 
Segal to warble ‘One Alone’ in a 
stage scene where both are sup- 
posedly anxious to camouflage their 
identity from the marauding Riffs,. 
Broadway loved it as fanciful play- 
acting, but the film fans couldn't 
reconcile themselves to the situa- 
tion. And so here in ‘Music in the 
Air,’ where the hinterland burgher 
composes a terrific tune (thanks 
to Jerome Kern) the mugg audi- 
ences won't go for that situation, 
whereas it is historv that for many 
months the allegedly more sophisti- 
cated Broadway legit patrons paid 
handsomely and long for the same 
situation. 

Apart from the basic shortcoming 
of a story that is never real there 
are also the cast deficiencies of the 
featured pair. Superficially, Gloria 
Swanson as the petulant prima 
sounds like a natural, and John 
Boles might even be acceptable as 
an equally temperamental librettist. 
But it doesn’t work out that way. 
Most impressive is Douglass Mont- 
gomery as the Bavarian bumpkin 
with the big biceps for whom the 
prima develops a yen. Al Shean 
in his original stage role is likewise 
distinguished. But for the rest, the 
fanciful libretto and the Joe May 
direction are too much against 
them. 

It’s never believable. At no time 
does one accept with any degree of 
realism the idea of this Tyrolean 
hillbilly ever composing such a 
smash tune that the Munich im- 
presario falls for it to the degree 
that even his daughter is almost 
glorified as the prima whcn Swan- 
son has one of her temperamental 
tantrums. 

The too faithful adherence to the 
original includes the retention of 
most of the old familiars, and while 
Kern music is such that its long- 
evity ofttimes tends to enhance its 
charm, rather than tire. its appeal- 
ing beauty is almost totally lost. 
Boles, who can sing, doesn’t. Miss 
Swanson, who can*sing but mildly, 
is wisely not permitted to strain her 
larynx. Result is that its class ap- 
peal and charm as an operetta is 
further minimized in direct ratio 
to the extent that the book has been 
permitted to run overboard for re- 
alism. 

; The flighty flair of a stage musical 
is treated in celluloid as stark re- 
alism. As such, it doesn’t hold up. 

Here and there are some bright 
moments, of course. That first act 
rehearsal is a bright idea. Miss 
Swanson’s theatrical moments of 
temperament are just that, but 
those trick chapeaux aren’t flatter- 
ing. 

The other details make for 
verbosity, ranging from the cattle 
show to the schoolroom classes, 
where Montgomery tutors in be- 
tween fashioning song lyrics. 

June Lang, blonde newcomer, 
shows promise but that’s all. Hobart 
Bosworth, Reginald Owen, Joe Caw- 
thorn (milking his chore), Roger 
Imhof and Fuzzy Knight also as- 
sert themselves, some in even 
greater ratio for their meagre lines 
than do the more prominent cast 
members. 





Photography is truly beautiful, 
but that’s not enough. Abel. 
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LIMEHOUSE BLUES 


and release. Di- 
Original story, 
play, Arthur 


Paramount production 
rected by Alexander Hall. 
Arthur Phillips; screen 
Philips and Cyril Hume; music and 
lyrics, Sam Coslow. Harry Fischbeck 
photographer. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
Dec. 11. Running time, 63 mins. 
Harry Young..... eevoneecesers George Raft 
Toni poceeecesooecocoecss COR Parana 
Tu TUan....cccsccccssessé Anna May Wong 
Eric Benton... Kent Taylor 
Talbot. <cccvewosoccscec:s Montagu Love 

oe o» eaeLy Bevan 
-Louis Vincenot 
! Alyn Warren 
tobert Lorain 
“- Torrester Harvey 
ere eee John Roger 
Kenyon 
Wyndham 







Sheridan.... 


Ching L 
Inspecio 
Mcbonald 
Smokey.. 
Ass't Commissioner 
Standing 


Weak picture except for its sup- 
port cast. Though exciting in 
spots, this offshoot of the Hast is 
East and West is West theme never 
comes within the ken of gripping 
drama. Won't satisfy the average 
fan but the George Raft name may 
help, although, in any case, picture 
will need help. 


‘Limehouse Blues’ achieves its 
best dramatic moments in the 
early reels when the director 


sketches in the story’s background. 
Once the tale departs from its un- 
derworld entanglements, to dwell 
on the ways of love and sacrifice, 
things go soggy. 

Raft isn’t given a chance to step 
out and do something at any point 
in the recital As a _ half-caste 
migrate from New York's China- 
town, his is a part that calls for 
little other than giving lipservice 
to his lines and maintaining a dead 
pan. Of the two women linked with 
this leader of the Limehouse un- 
derworld Anna May Wong offers 
an authentic piece of work, Captur- 
ing what minor sympathy the pic- 
ture affords. In the role of the 
white guttersnipe, who accepts 
Raft's protection but refuses his 
love, Jean Parker gives anything 
but a persuasive characterization. 
Payoff to this miscasting is Miss 
Parker's Maylfair manner. 

Real substance and punch de- 

rives from the players in the lesser 
roles. As Limehouse’s top fence 
Montagu Love makes everything 
count. Billy Bevan imparts many 
light touches, Pobert Loraine looks 
and sounds like a police inspector, 
John Rogers adds color with his 
slimy behavior and BE Alyn War- 
ren spouts axioms and comports 
himself in the accepted ways of a 
Chinese sage. 
_ A fourth corner to the triangle 
develops when Miss Parker meets 
Kent Taylor, owner of a pet shop. 
It’s a case at first sight, but she 
resists his marriage pleas because 
she feels that she’s not his kind. 
The half-caste (Raft) and the 
white youth eventually meet and 
the former arranges to pull a knife 
on him. Raft leaves the task to 
a henchman and leaves, taking 
Miss Parker with him. Meantime, 
the scorned Chinese girl settles by 
tipping the police and then com- 
mitting suicide. 

An ineptly contrived scene de- 
Bcribes how the half-caste realizes 
that it’s the other fellow that the 
white girl really loves and, brav- 
ing a hail of police bullets, he 
Baves the white youth. The sus- 
Pense cooked ui by this anti- 
climax is negligible, while Raft’s 
Sacrifice ending in death, fails to 
Produce the intended emotional ef- 
fect. Odec. 


WEDNESDAY’S CHILD 


Radio production and release. Directed 
y John S. Robertson. Adapted from 
Leopold Atlas’ play by Willis Goldbeck, 


Camera, Harold Wenstrom. At Roxy, 
N. Y., week Dec. 14, 1934. Running time, 
70 mins. 

Bobby seceeesceees+: Frankie Thomas 


His Father.. ecccesceces BGWard Arnold 
Ds <6 ke pawk ona ori Karen Morley 


BEND: onc ceekeanetuceses« sear Grey 
Howard .....seeeeeeeee.-Robert Shayne 
TPMPO ee ccccececetccessss Dawe Derand 





‘Wednesday’s Child’ is nicely done 
and tells a story off the beaten track 
but both in its running time, a short 
70 minutes, and in its general rating 
as a production it will probably 
have to be well fortified. With that 
Stipulation in mind it’s of sufficient 
humanity and poignancy to com- 
mand respect. Parents and adults 
will probably find the tragedy of a 
ll-year old boy when his parents 
@ivorce very touching. 

Frankie Thomas from the legiti- 
Mate stage makes his film debut. 
He did this piece on Broadway and 
this fall has appeared with the Bert 
Lytell show, ‘First Legion.’ He’s 
a lad with a capacity for the heavier 

ind of juvenile emoting and this 
film should attract attention. Not 
§00d looking but rugged and manly, 
&part from the bleached hair Holly- 
Wood gave him, the kid has what it 
takes. Whole structure of the story 
rests upon him. 

Cast is not box office. Karen 
Morley is best known, Edward Ar- 
nold only slightly and young 
Thomas not at all. Which means 
the picture has only its own merits 
of story-telling to attract ’em. Miss 
Morley and Arnold, especially the 
latter, are real and human in their 
marital floundering which so ad- 
versely affects the health and hap- 
ee of the boy whom both love 

ut cannot fit into the new lives re- 
formed after the divorce and the 
&cguisition of other spouses. 

Hollywood has written in a happy 

®Mding. The father overhears his 


son in military school discussing di- 
vorced kids with another victim of 
a split-up. This leads to the father’s 
announcement that he'll call off his 
engagement in order to devote him- 
self to the boy. It makes a saint 
of the father and something of a 
heel of the mother. In the stage 
version both parents drifted away 
from the kid who was left to grow 
up on his own in the boarding acad- 
emy. 


There are exploitation values to 
the story and as a simple, non- 
~reachy presentation of the conse- 
quences of divorce upon the off- 
spring there will be many serious 


citizens minded to endorse the pro- 
duction. Land. 


—— 


ROAD HOUSE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Dec. 1. 


production and release. 
Directed by Maurice Elvey. Starring Violet 
Loraine and Gordon Harker. Running time, 
70 mins. Previewed Prince Edward theatre, 
London, Nov. 20. 


jaumont-British 


Very little more than the name of 
Walter Hackett’s play has been left 
in the screen version. It was a wise 
thing to make such a drastic adap- 
tation, because the original play was 
a trifle above the heads of most pic- 
ture goers. Then, again, it was nec- 
essary to find legitimate excuses 
for Violet Loraine to sing songs, for 
which she was famous in pre-war 
and wartime musical shows at the 
Hippodrome and Alhambra. 

Gordon Harker is co-starred and 
has the rule he originated in the 
stage play. Hackett wrote it as a 
satirical comedy. Filmization is 
straight melodrama, containing 
equally direct and appealing heart 


interest, plus -Harker’s compelling 
cockney humor. As a plot in its 


present form it can’t very well fail. 
It hasn’t done so in the past and, 
when attractively surrounded as in 
this instance, there is no reason for 
expecting it to. 

Miss Loraine is ideal for the role 
of barmaid who marries a ‘swell’ 
who is killed in the war. She sup- 
ports herself and the child by be- 
coming a music hall singer, puts the 
baby out to an expensive school, and 
says the child is an orphan. Girl 
grows up and when she gets into a 
jam and is about to elope with a 
married man, a very high note is 
struck with a ‘me child’ scene. May 
sound cheap and conventional, but it 
couldn’t possibly be with so care- 
fully directed and produced a pic- 
turization, augmented by a cast of 
praiseworthy players, including 
Emlyn Williams, Eileen Marson, 
Hartley Power, Anne Grey, Stanley 
Holloway, Marie Lohr and Edwin 
Styles. 

No reason for this film failing to 
entertain audiences on both sides of 





the pond, Jolo. 
First National production and_ release 
Features Guy Kibbee, Aline MacMahon. 


Directed by Wm. Keighley. From the Sin- 
clair Lewis novel. Tom Reed, Niven Busch, 
adaptation; Mary McCaH, Jr., screen play; 
Ben Markson, additional dialog; John 
Hughes, art; F. Forbstein, music; 
Arthur Todd, camera; Sam Bischoff, pro- 
duction. At the Palace, N. Y¥., week Dec. 
14. Running time, 75 mins. 

Myra Babbitt....... «+++..Aline MacMahon 
George F. Babbitt..............Guy Kibbee 
Tanis Judique.......eseee-++-+-Claire Dodd 
Verona Babbitt......e.......Maxine Doyle 





Pe. Mn 6.4 666000660060603.06% Glen Boles 
Paul Reisling...... eeeeeees-Minna Gombell 
Charile McKelvey............0s2ed Alan Hale 
Judge Thompson.......... Berton Churchill 
Commissioner Gurnee........ Russell Hicks 
Eunice Littlefield...... Pre mg 
DE Wiinkekt hwo en ss és on Arthur Aylesworth 
I I en cab obs hnee cee Harry Tyler 
i Pn Cis ba 6 Wes 6008 644 Mary Treen 





Just about 10 years ago Warner 
Bros. made Sinclair Lewis’ story 
into a silent film while the book was 
still rocking the Rotary clubs and 
shaking most Main streets. Two 
things militate against this revival 
by First National; cast and general 
style of picture too closely paral- 
lels ‘Big Hearted Herbert’ and the 
finish has lately been copped out for 
Tll Fix It,” a Columbia picture. 
Former is the greater handicap. 

It’s a smooth, pleasant, but trite 
story of small town life, not helped 
along by a sluggish direction, a cer- 
tain choppiness of action and pau- 
city of material. It is not big time 
stuff, though it should get business 
at the nabes, and it will probably 
do best once it has passed the key 
spots. 

Kibbee can look the part without 
acting very hard, but he puts noth- 
ing on the ball and blusters through 
like Babbitt himself. No shading 
nor subtleties of character. Aline 
MacMahon is again the long suf- 
fering but ever-loving wife, with 
Maxine Doyle and Glen Boles the 
family this time. Bright spots are 
contributed by Claire Dodd, as the 
vamp, and Minna Gombell as the 
hagging wife. Both get little foot- 
age but make the most of limited 
opportunities. 

Picture gets off on the wrong foot 
by too slow a pace at the start, fol- 
lowing Babbitt around the house to 
establish the atmosphere. After 
that sets the tempo the rest of the 
picture follows the beat, with inci- 
dent either clipped too close or un- 
duly prolonged. 

Kibbee and Miss MacMahon make 
a good team for a picture, but Kib- 


peated productions from becoming 





rubber stamp, Chia, 


THE IRON DUKE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Dec. 3. 





Gaumont-British production and release 
starring George Arliss. Directed by Victor 
| Saville. Previewed at the Tivoli, London, 
Nov. 30. Running time, 80 mins, 

This picture is of sufficient im- 
portance to warrant columns of 
f!comment in any newspaper, but 
what is most important is the fact 








bee lacks the variety to keep re- | on a trans-Atlan 


that it is a satisfactory commercial 
proposition throughout the world. 

Basic idea of the picture is to 
show Wellington to have been as 
great a statesman as he was a 
soldier. 

Although there is a most effec- 
tive and carefully selected cast, Ar- 
dominates throughout. One 
forgets, as time goes on, that he 
isn't the massive Wellington of his- 
tory. What he lacks in physique 
he compensates for in mentality. 

It is in histrionic and produc- 
tion detail that the film makes its 
finest impression. Just a flash or 
two of the epoch-making battle of 
Waterloo suffices to give the requi- 
site atmosphere, and a mere hand- 
ful of the Scots Greys with the 
famous line: ‘Up Guards and at 
‘em,’ conjures up sufficient action 
taking place in this historic battle. 
Returning to England, the Duke 
attacked in the House of Lords 
by peers for failure to secure 
greater reparations for England. 
His reply is similar to those often 
heard today in discussing awards 
after the last war: ‘You could have 
had your pound of flesh, but you 
would have plunged your knife into 
the heart of Europe.’ Jolo. 


liss 


is 





Hell in the Heavens 


Fox production and release. Stars War- 
ner Baxter. Features Conchita Montenegro, 
Russell Hardie, Herbert Mundin and Ralph 
Morgan, Directed by John Blystone, Based 
on play, “The Ace,’ by Herman Rossmann, 
Adaptation, Byron Morgan and Ted Par- 
sons; additional dialog, Jack Yellen. Pho- 





tography, Bert Glennon. At Mayfair, N. 
Y., week Dec. 11. Running time, 79 mins, 
Lieut. Steve Warner........ Warner Baxter 
AMMOS sc ccvrcseeeceaes Conchita Montenegro 
Second Lieut. Hartley....... Russell Hardie 
‘Granny’ Biggs......+. ..-Herbert Mundlin 
Sgt. ‘Ham’ Davis...ceccceeses Andy Devine 
Corp. Teddy May...... --..-William Stelling 
Lieut. ‘Pop’ Roget...........Ralph Morgan 
Ace McGurk.......eeree e++..Vince Barnett 
Capt. Andre DeLaage.......William Stack 
Sgt. Chevalier........ eeeeed. Carroll Naish 


Clarence Perkins...........-Johnny Arthur 
Baron Kurt von Hagen..........Arno Frey 





Just another air picture that sug- 
gests but mild reaction at the box- 
office. 

Story is particularly weak, deal- 
ing more in situations and action 
background than in plot. Much of 
the footage is take up by fighting 
planes with long sequences of gun- 
ning among the clouds and stunting 
pilots, manoeuvering for position. 

Interesting but probably too fa- 
miliar at this date. 

Locale is the position of a French 
air squadron with an ace Hun, 
known as the Baron, proving a 
tough ogre of the air. As the pic- 
ture opens a replacement group 
comes in to relieve a_ battered 
group, Warner Baxter, an Amer- 
ican, being one of these. It’s his 
ambition to add laurels to his rec- 
ord by getting the elusive Baron. 
This he does after much celluloid 
has flowed without stirring suffi- 
cient excitement to make _ the 
Baron’s capture much of a climac- 
tic thrill. 

The girl is woven into the yarn 
in about the same manner as usual 
in sky items of this type. She lives 
with her mother, who is never seen, 
where the fliers are housed and gets 
in their way as often as possible. 
Baxter becomes her chief goal, 
which she achieves in the final reel. 
Conchita Montenegro plays the her- 
oine, giving it more than enough 
French chatter for flavor. 

Dialog is no more enlivening than 
the story. Plot also includes the 
young lad who has lost his nerve. 

Baxter gives a smooth perform- 
ance but the assignment offers 
scant opportunities. For a little 
comedy the cast offers Herbert 
Mundin, Vince Barnett and a couple 
of others, but including a bit by 
Johnny Arthur that is a gem. 

Char. 


KELLY OF U.S.A. 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram production and release. Di- 
rected by Leonard Fields. Features Guy 
Robertson, Edgar Kennedy, Irene Ware. 
Sereen play by David Silverstein and 
Leonard Fields from original of George 
Bertholon and Howard Higgins. Music, 
Bernie Grossman; lyrics, Joe Sanders. 
Photography, Robert Planck. At Stanley, 
N . one day, Dec. 13, as half double 
Running time, 64 mins. 





bill. 
















| ecoccceseces eseeeseGuy Roberteon 
ZORIB. cece YTTTTTITITTiE TTT Tee Irene Ware 
Happy . Edgar Kennedy 
DIVOCRUOR. <cccceccececes Franklin Pangborn 
BEAXING. cccccccccecesscveres Joyce Compton 
King..... ..Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Stranger... .William von Brincken 
Minister... ccccoccccscccccceceess Otis Harlan | 
Indifferent script, with no danc- 


ing, makes this neither operetta or 
musical comedy. Picture promises 
something as a support feature and 
is funny in spots. Too little ac- 
tion hurts. Except for ‘Right Next 
Door to Love,’ the three songs aré 
inconsequential. Guy Robertson 
He’s from legit. 


sings. 
Story is of an American show 
producer meetii princess aboard 


liner. He falls 
for the gal, and the five or six 
girls who comprise his troupe fall 





phoney efficiency engineer. 
trades his contract as en- 
to a mythical kingdom for 
Kelly’s show. Kelly finds the prin- 
cess is the king’s daughter, so they 
clinch for the finish. 

Vet performers like 
Pangborn, Ferdinand 
Edgar Kennedy and 
hold the piece from 
even in their brief roles. 
aboard ship are mostly 
Irene Ware former 
girl who first went to the Co 
fox. Shan, 


for a 
Latter 
gineer 


Franklin 
Gottschalk, 
Otis Harlan 
falling apart, 
The girls 


is a ‘Vanities’ 


THE GAY BRIDE 


production and release. Features 
Carole Lombard and Chester Morris. Di- 
rected by Jack Conway. Based on story, 
‘Repeal,’ by Charles Francis Coe; adapta- 
tion by Bella and Samuel Spewack; pho- 
tog, Ray June. At Fox, Brooklyn, week 
Dec. 14, 1954. Running time, 82 mins, 
vashe 16 eeare eeeee «-+-.Carole Lombard 
We noeeececoeseueeess Chester Morris 
DE IPR EERO s sat vcbeccgeeastee esos 2asu Pitts 
EI cin 6 cangewandekwouestens Leo Carrillo 
Shoots Magiz....-cces eeeee-Nat Pendleton 
2 A a res ° aneesevess Sam Hardy 
PERGE MCTOGR . oc cccncvsvecetes Walter Walker 


Metro 


Gangster pictures are gone, and 


this one won't do anything to bring 
them back. It’ll do more to consign 
them permanently to Davey Jones’ 
locker down where grosses don’t 
count. It deals with hoodlums in a 
post-prohibition era, but fails to 
treshen up the story and the con- 
ventional means taken to carry it 
out. 

The slight flavor of satire given 
‘The Gay Bride’ on occasion is not 
much more in its favor. That has 
been the treatment in many cases 
and with better results than here. 
Picture is long, 82 minutes, goes 
overboard on plot and climax, and 
misses being convincing in most 
respects. Its top names are Carole 
Lombard and Chester Morris. 

‘Repeal,’ Charles Francis Coe’s 
Satevepost story, concerns itself 
with a racketeer leader, owner of 
many speakeasies, who goes sappy 
over a gal in a show he is backing. 
She develops into a slick gold- 
digger who marries the over- 
dressed hoodlum and suffers his 
lith avenue accent that she may 
share in the will he is likely to 
leave behind him any minute. She 
becomes the sole beneficiary and 
takes her groom on a European 
jaunt on which she gets him to 
buy an $80,000 painting, among 
other things. She sells the painting 
for $100,000 and buys a cheap copy. 
She orders a $7,500 car, and through 
a deal with the salesmen for a split, 
gets a bill for $14,500 sent with the 
bus. When papa rodman dies, his 
speak business has vanished to the 
point where he’s deeply in the red 
and the widow is left penniless, 
creditors even having attached her 
profits on the painting. Some of 
the sequences dealing with this por- 
tion of the plot are passably amus- 
ing. The gangster touches other- 
wise aren’t. 

Scenario attempts to whitewash 
Morris, keeping him free from the 
stigma of mobsterism because he’s 
satisfied with just a salary. It 
starts whitewashing the girl toward 
the end, also, but fails to explain 
why she runs out of her fancy 
apartment with the stolen trust 
money. 

Morris and Miss Lombard are 
handicapped by both parts and 
dialog, while ZaSu Pitts and Leo 
Carrillo, among supporters, go no- 
where. Nat Pendleton as a gun- 
man seems to have gotten the best 
break. Sam Hardy plays another 
gangster okay. Char. 


UN DE LA MONTAGNE 


(Mountain Man) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, Dec. 7. 

Seyta-Kern production distributed by 
Osso. Directed by Serge de Poligny, as- 
sisted by Rene Le Henaff. Script by Anton 
Kutter; dialogue, Andre Legrand; music, 
Jacques Dallin. Featuring Gustave Diess!, 
with Leon Beliere, Simone Bourday, Jean 
Toulout, Maximilienne, Stephan  Blotzer, 
Beni Fuhrer, Jacques de Feraudy, Marcel 
Vibert, Paul Clerget and Tucien Dayle. 
Tradeshown Dec. 3 at Edouard VII, Paris. 
Running time, 90 min. 








Here is a picture of a very special 
type which ought to appeal in Amer- 
ica because it shows things unob- 
tainable there and at the same time 
is good entertainment. 

It’s a film of Alpinism, in which 
dizzy high climbs over ice and rock 
were shot on the spot, in Switzer- 
and. You see the use of skis for 
breakneck descents, the hewing of 
steps in almost vertical glaciers 
with ice axes, and the use of cord 
and spikes in scaling rock preci- 
pices. All is put into a good story, 
laid in the Swiss Alps, in which the 
climbing is a real element, not just 
a stunt lugged in. 

Well known guides, skiers and 
climbers are used for the technical 
parts, but the leading parts, requir- 
ing acting, are taken by genuine 
players, 

Story centers on fact that Jacques 
(Gustave Diessl) gets a big heritage 
if he makes a particularly danger- 
ous climb, never done before. Ad- 
ditional thrill, with fine photography 
and sound, is derived from an inci- 
dent in which winter sports hotel is 
saved from an avalanche. 

Photography alone, with 


scenery, is worth selling. 


mount 


Slern. 





negligible. 


ist for | 


CZAR WANTS SLEEP 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Produced by Belgaskin« distributed in 
U. S. by Amkino. Directed by Alexander 
Feinzimmer; score, Sergei Prooficf Cast 
includes RB. Goringorianino, M Yanshin, 
M. Shaternikova, S. Magarili E. Garin, 
V. Lepke, M. Rostovtsev. At Cameo, N. Y., 
Dec. 8, on grind. Running tin 69 mins 


Soviet picture makers have raked 
up some more dirt about one of Rus 
sia’s former rulers and put it to sly 


; Use in ‘The Czar Wants to Sleep.’ 
| Film takes 69 minutes to relate an 
|} anecdote from the life of the Mad 
Czar Paul I that could have been 


fully and patly encased ina 2-reeler. 
Even with frequent resort to land- 
scape and sky shots to pad out the 
narrative, the thing emerges as a 
humor tickling document of appre- 
ciable proportions. 

Acting for the most 
Way out above the direction. 
edge applies in the comparison of 
the background effects with the 
megging. Commendable all around 
is the almost complete absence of 
overemphasis. Picture has a satiric 
tale to tell and the fun - poking 
touches are deftly conveyed without 
distortion of the characterizations, 
overstressing of the humor of the 
situation and other katzenjammer. 
All dialog scenes have their super- 
imposed English titles, but even 
with these won't likely draw any 
element outside of those who make 
regular habit of following the Am- 
kino imports. 

Recounted is the gag about the 
non-existent soldier that the twist- 
ed emperor first banished to Siberia 
and then ordered brought back to 
become head man of the Russian 
army. Hoax develops when the 
Czar, disturbed in his sleep by the 
cry of a palace emissary who had 
been pinched on the backside by a 
playful lady’s maid, demands that a 
list of all those who had been in 
the palace at the time be brought 
to him. 

A clerical error results in the in- 
clusion of a Lieut. Kidje, and it is 
on this figment of the pen that the 
Czar vents his brainstorm  Odec. 


LADY IN DANGER 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Dec. 2. 
Gaumont-British production and release. 
Directed by Tom Wallis. In cast: Yvonne 
Arnaud, Tom Walls. Running time, 68 
mins. Previewed Prince Edward theatre, 
London, ‘ 


part stands 
Same 


Nov. 27. 





Tom Walls exercised much re- 
straint in not permitting himself his 
usual surfeit of leering. There are 
less than half-a-dozen occasions 
when he indulges himself this time, 
and they are handled subtly. 

At the conclusion of this delight- 
ful comedy one can form one’s own 
opinion as to whether Wallis actu- 
ally had an affair with his co-star 
or merely uttered a few suggestive 
wisecracks. 

A continental country, where 
French is spoken, is in the throes of 
a revolution, seeking the downfall of 
the monarchy. An English business 
man alights from his airplane into 
the middle of this fighting and is 
requisitioned by the leader of the 
insurgents, who is really on the side 
of the royalists, to escort the queen 
over the border into England. The 
king is safe, for he spends most of 
his time in Paris with other women. 

Walls is the Englishman and 
Yvonne Arnaud plays the queen as 
probably no other woman in Eng- 
land could have. The English gen- 
tleman takes her to his flat in Lon- 
don and, of course, this leads to 
complications with his fiancee and 
business associates. 

Whole thing is handled with a 
deft, light touch, neatly but unos- 
tentatiously produced with a cast of 
more than ordinary local reputation, 
including Anne Grey, Hugh Wake- 
field, Marie Lohr, Alfred Drayton 
and Leonora Corbett. None of them 
has a role sufficiently lengthy for 
them to score any individual honors. 

This is undoubtedly the best bit of 
picture producing and starring ever 





done by Walls, and no small part of 





it is due to the manner in which 
Miss Arnaud supports him, if, in- 
deed, she is not the star. It can be 
easily recommended for American 
distribution. Jolo. 


AGAINST THE LAW 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
John Mack Brown. Features Sally Blane, 
Arthur Hohl. Directed by Lambert Hillyer. 
Story and screen play, Harold Shumate; 
photography, Al Seigler. At Ziegfeld, N. Y. 





as half double bill, three days. Running 
time, 61 mins, 

ug, a eee Jack Mack Brown 
Beeta GRUNT soc oa ndccé coweceesss Sally Blane 
|S GRE ER eccocssccecArenur Hohi 
BOrt ABGTOWS. .cecccccesccesce George Meeker 





Dedicated to the ambulance driver, 
that character gets all the breaks in 
a fairly obvious plot. Won't smack 
so well with wise audiences. But 
for the kind of screens this picture 
may have been intended, okay. It’s 
fairly well made and acted. 

Plot is about an ambulance driver 
who sacrifices his own interests, in- 
cluding a nurse, for the sake of an 
interne pal who has become involved 
in unethical affiliations with an un- 
derworld mob. Eventually the gang- 





sters kill the interne, in ‘dition to 
some others, and the »ulance 
driver reaches a hap climax 
Plenty of ambulance cha n the 
filma. Shan 
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>| OUR THEATRE MAN A NICE 
| ADELINE FOR CHRISTMAS 





Irene Dunne in “Sweet Adeline”, from the 
Broadway Musical Hit by Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein Il. Directed by Mervyn 
LeRoy, with 10 songs and 12 stars, including 
Donald Woods, Hugh Herbert, Ned Sparks, 
Joseph Cawthorn. Ensembles directed by 
Bobby Connolly. A’ Warner Bros. Picture. 


PICKED BY “ROXY” 


To Open Philadelphia’s Glorified 


ROXY-MASTBAUM 


Christmas Eve, Under Personal 
Direction of S. L. Rothafel 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 
A formula stage show captioned 
*‘Whimwham’ and credited to Leon 
Leonidoff supports the Gloria Swan- 
son-John Boles feature, ‘Music in 
the Air’ (Fox). 
Its chief asset is variety con- 


trasting hotcha and ballet terps and 


dovetailing into a colorful flash 
finale, ‘My Guiding Star,’ with a 
penthouse and ethereal production 
suggestion. Evelyn Duerler and 
Don Cortez are prominent vocally 


in this, with Rosette and Luttman 
expert ballroomologists for the terp 
interludes, finaleing into a pip Rock- 


ettes routine credited to Gene 
Snyder. 

Opener has Mlle. Nirska and 
Nicholas Daks as Butterfly and 


Pierrot in one of those ballet rou- 
tines backed by the entire corps. 
The mid-section is more hi-de-ho 
with the personable dusky team of 
Chilton and Thomas (doubling from 
another Music Hall, the Manhattan 
cabaret-theatre) giving out their 
wow buck and wings. Rex Stewart 
euts up with hotcha clarinet and 
Vin Lindhe’s Music Hall glee club 
under cork is very Harlemania in 
this interlude, The backing is lumi- 
nous painted, making for some nice 
phosphorescent sight effects. 


Symph overture is Tschaikow- 
sky’s ‘Capriccio Italienne.’ Dick 
Leibert at the Wurlitzer and the 
usual shorts. Biz blah opening 


night but seasonally to be expected. 
Abel. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Every now and then the Palace 
manages to assemble five acts, all 
different, which work themselves 
into a homogeneous affair, remind- 
ful of the time when the Palace was 
$2 and two-a-day. Each act helps 
the other and is helped in turn, and 
the customers go out feeling they 
eannot miss the following show. 
That happens every now and then, 
Wut this isn’t one of those weeks. 
Bill suggests that the bookers put 
all available names into a hat and 
drew out five. Result is that five 
acts come and go, each making a 
score and yet the total is some- 
thing that leaves the patrons cold. 
Maybe that hat-grab is the way 
they're booking the dear, dead Pal- 
ace these days. 

Three acts are mostly men, none 
conflicting, yet not building up, and 
it’s the third turn before the first 
woman appears. Three out of five 
acts use a stage piano and these 
run seriatum. In the case of the 
first and second use they do not 
even attempt to take the thing off, 
merely moving it more toward the 
center when Vic Oliver follows 
Keller Sisters and Lynch. Worst 
booking break is made in using 
Trene Vermillion to close; a single 
dancer backed by five women trum- 
peteers and a piano, seven people, 
but none the less a single. Miss 
Vermillion is a remarkable dancer 
with her drop splits, and she stands 
out above the average, but she is 
impeded rather than helped by her 
backgrounding, with the quintet 
tootling all the way through the 
turn, playing for her dances and 
doing numbers for her costume 
changes. Some sort of a break is 
needed to spell the artist, but this 
trumpet five is not the answer, and 
she gums the finale, particularly as 
her second routine is better than 
the third. 

Vie Oliver has the talking com- 
edv ‘:onors all to himself. He prob- 
ab could hold his spot against 
competition, but the other chatter 
from the other acts never even, 
starts for first base. Oliver has a 
flair for quick comedy and most of 
his stuff is cleverly put over. A 
little is smutted up, but not too 
much. He had the house in a preity 
steady roar and it came from all 
over. But he should do something 
about the girl stooge. Either he 
should use her in the act or leave 
her out. 

George and Jack Dormonde open 
with some good unicycling, but 
spoil it by an overdose of nance 
comedy. Apparently they have not 
been told that panze jokes and 
business are on the wane along the 
Square. The stuff blanketed the 
effect of some good riding. 

The Dormondes open the show 
with Don Cummings following. 
Nice clean-looking kid with an in- 
genuous manner which he spoils 
with some poor talk material, par- 
ticularly in the shirt tail routine. 
Pretty strong and unfunny. His 
lariat work is good and got plenty 
of hands, but he should realize he 
is no Will Rogers even if he does 
work with a rope. Should cut the 


gags. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch work 
the middle spot. Use an offstage 
announcement with ‘the manager 
of this theatre’ instead of NBC. 
Doesn’t fool anyone, and probably 
no one cares about their radio his- 
tory. More important point is that 
they come on briskly, sing their 
rdumbers snappily and work two 
good encores for a total of five 
numbers. They were a comfort- 
able hit. 

Show runs about an hour, with 
the entire show going 16 minutes 
over three hours. ‘Babbitt’ (FN) 
the feature, with a color short with 
some good caricature work, a 
tedious scenic on Siam and a double 
dose of the Pathe News with noth- 


STATE, N. Y. 


It was a real thrill Friday even- 
ing, the way the Duncan Sisters 
(New Acts), in a Broadway return 
as a team, made it a real come- 


back. They were a next-to-closing 
panic. 

Supporting the Duncans current- 
ly, and with Metro’s ‘Merry Widow’ 
on the screen, is a picture house 
presentation type show that isn't 
vaudeville. Only thing missing is 
a stage band. 

Opening with the four-minute 
Willie Mauss cycle turn, bill goes 


into the specialty field for fair, 
spotting turns in the deuce and 
trey that hardly pass as complete 
vaudeville offerings on their own. 

No. 2 is Gracie Barrie, singing. 
Miss Barrie walks out cold, makes 


a bee line for platform extension 
over the pit and the mike. Straight 
vocalizing into the p.a. system, 


with only an announcement before 
the final song to change the pace 
or the mood. It is too big an as- 
signment for a little girl like Miss 
Barrie, who has the voice and 
ability to do an act, but who could 
use at least a piano accompanist. 


Another cold potato is the trey 


spot, which is occupied by Moore 
and Revel. Also under New Acts 
as a vaudeville combo, although 


they’re well known in the picture 
houses and cafes. Moore and Revel 
have perfected satirical ballroom 
dancing to the point where they 
are cinch entertainers in any field, 
yet what they’re doing here doesn’t 
constitute a full vaudeville act. 
Turn runs only six minutes, and 
though the six minutes are all 
thoroughly enjoyable, it’s easy to 
see how much more effective this 
team would be if presented other 
than before a set of frozen drapes 
with no backing or trimmings 
whatsoever. 

Duncan girls, fourth, do 24 min- 
utes, and Jack Sidney's Samples, 
closing, accounts for 20. Between 
these two turns are consumed 44 
of the bill’s 64 minutes, a fact that 
discloses the reason for the current 
show’s lack of balance, “ 


Sidney’s Samples: contains some 
new faces since last at the State a 
couple of months ago. The present 
turn isn’t as strong as the previous 
one, simply because the people 
aren’t as strong. Participants, with 
names spelled phonetically as 
Sidney announced them, are Elsie 
Greenway, just another acrobatic 
dancer; Tom, Dick and Harry, de- 
scribed by the m.c. as a ‘sample of 
1934 vaudeville,’ and if they’re a 
sample it’s a good thing 1935 is 
only two weeks off; Walker Sisters, 
billed as from.radio, whose frailties 
as stage entertainers are only ac- 
centuated by presence of the Dun- 
can Sisters on the same bill; Betty 
Keen, flashy and clever’ buck 
dancer who is good enough to go 
through a lengthy routine without 
the aid of music, and whose nice 
legs might look even nicer if en- 
cased in opera lengths; Dave Kraft, 
who starts out on a flight of steps 
like a Bill Robinson convert, but 
soon switches to acrobatics on the 
same stairs and turns in an excel- 
lent specialty. 

Sidney’s long experience in hand- 
ling specialty acts serves,\him well 
and he gives it the proper pace, be- 
sides filling out the running time 
with songs in the two best spots 
which he grabs for himself. The 
weaker moments of his current 
Samples tend to nullify the better 
things, but the latter are worth 
salvaging. 

Figuring that maybe his danger- 
ous feat on the huge spinning wheel 
isn’t enough any more, Capt. Willie 
Mauss has added a hot looking 
blonde to the act. She makes the 
opening announcement and _ then 
helps the Capt. on with his helmet. 
From then on she just stands there. 
But the Capt.’s difficult stunt is 
enough to keep the audience’s eyes 
and minds off any hot looking 
blonde, so she’s no distraction. The 
Capt.’s fast act is one of the few 
novelty openers from the old days 
and remains a first rate thriller. 
Bige. 


ORPHEUM, ST. PAUL 


St. Paul, Dec. 15. 
Distinguishing its fare from the 
unit reviews presented by the 
across-the-street Paramount, this 
house is advertising “There is no 
substitute for RKO vaudeville’-—and 
says it this week with four acts in- 
stead of the usual five. 


Three Rixfords open to a nice 
hand in some nifty acrobatics, pav- 
ing a smooth way for the deucers, 
Rochelle Bros. and Bebe, trick danc- 
ers, who looked good enough here to 
get by in a heftier spot. Nicely 
garbed and personable, trio has what 
it takes, and audience went for ’em. 
Rudelle and Dunigan came on 
next in an act that just missed fire. 
Girl (Rudelle) went over big in a 
femme drunk impersonation that 
was funny without offending good 
taste. Dunigan, in self-defense, 
should get himself a few snappy 
lines and some business to prop up 
his share of the routine. 

Closers were Silici’s Varieties, 
puppet show that won salvos and 
repeated curtain calls. Doll lighting 
a cigaret and exhaling the smoke 
is the outstanding bit. Flashy and 
expert also is the puppet orchestra 








ing to justify the extra length. 
Chic, 


| ecene, with dolls riding bicycles 
lickety-split, 

As a special treat, Manager Lou 
Golden trotted out the national foot- 
ball champions, Minnesota’s own 
Gophers. Squad was introduced by 
Dunnigan. Ork struck up the tunes 
and the audience arose and tonsiled 
|the Maroon and Gold songs just like 
at any pigskin contest. Team’s only 
none of 


| appearance in town, with 

the boys saying a word but merely 
taking his bow. Since recent bar- 
ring of Kostka, Bevan, Oech, Clark- 
son and Svendsen from next year’s 


team because of competition in 
freshman football at other schools, 
all the lads are keeping their lips 
pursed for fear a syllable off guard 
may cost ’em their amateur stand- 
ing. 

‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Radio), news 
and a short wind up the bill. 

Raschick. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Standard and good show current- 
ly, and one which is bound to build. 
Last-minute replacement brought in 
the adagio act of Adler and Brad- 
ford to replace Kay, Katya and Kay, 
due to an injury to Katya at the 
morning rehearsals. Katya broke a 
bone in her toe. 


Adler and Bradford act took the 
closing spot on the presentation 
show and turned in an excellent job 
of femme tossing. Three men pitch- 
ing a 90-pound gal around in some 
gasp-producing routines. 

Behind the fine array of acts is 
one of the most colorful productions 
that has been turned out in this 
house... Particularly standing out is 
the opening doll dance routine de- 
signed by Fred Evans ballet. There 
have been doll dances and doll 
dances, but this one tops. Drew an 
opening round of applause and off 
to a bigger round of palm-smacking. 
The gals make an illusion entrance 
through a shadow-box, which makes 
them look like giants, and then 
emerge at the other end like tiny 
dolls. Line tops off the week with 
a Cuban rhumba, which gives Evans 
a batting average of 1,000 for the 
week. Evans has established him- 
self as a consistent producer in this 
theatre, 

Production bow also goes for Leo 
Stahr, particularly for the ship set, 
which gives a real illusion as it 
rises and falls on the billows of the 
‘sea.’ Set was built as a background 
for the basso singing by Mark Love, 
who naturally tonsils ‘Asleep in the 
Deep’ and manages it with simple 
dignity. 

Excellent vaudeville is turned out 
by Freddy Craig, Jr., and his mental 
routine. On for only four minutes 
but all loaded with entertainment 
and whirlwind dancing is the work 
of the Trainor’ Brothers. Boys 
couldn’t handle more than four min- 
utes of such tornado-hoofing. Audi- 
ence perspired just watching them 
toss those legs around. 

Finally there is Hill and Hoffman, 
and the audience practically did the 
act for them, so well are they known 
in the loop. Played this house only 
some six months ago and the rival 
Palace not more than two months 
ago. Somewhat too quick a repeat 
for the act, but still delivering en- 
tertainment, particularly on the easy 
vocalizing by Miss Hoffman and the 
piano capers by Charley Hill. 

For the overture there is Josef 
Cherniavsky, doing business again at 
the old stand. 

Picture, ‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG). 

Gold. 





DOWNTOWN, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 

Booking of Billy and Elsa New- 
ell at the last minute, in place of 
Three Walker Sisters, was a fortu- 
nate move for the house, which 
otherwise would have had a pretty 
meagre stage offering for the cur- 
rent week. The Newell hoke made 
up for many shortcomings, and 
with Stanley and Kaplan, another 
comedy turn, gave the scattered 
customers something for their 
money. 

Seven Debutantes, who open, are 
a washout for vaude, their step- 
ping being of the perfunctory 
type, as turned out by the dozens 
of local hoofing schools, and their 
opening song number didn’t draw 
as much as a ripple. Routine is 
mostly toe and tap stepping, with 
a bit of acrobatics thrown in. 

Thorson, juggler, follows, but of- 
fering little to get excited about. 
Stanley and Kaplan are a Mutt and 
Jeff pair of gents who get away 
nicely with a lot of hokum and ec- 
centric stepping, giving the show 
its first impetus. 

Booking of Olive Jones, Warner 
studio contractee, in a musical of- 
fering, looks like a serious error. Al- 
though she stacks up on looks and 
personality, and can take a few high 
notes, her singing-piano routine is 
mostly dull stuff and won’t help her 
on the screen. 

Newells are on next to closing and 
fill the spot handily. They suc- 
ceeded in fully waking up the cus- 
tomers and click solidly. Delevan 
and Brody, pair of hand balancers, 
close with a neat routine. 

On screen, ‘I Am a Thief’ (WB). 
Also ‘If This Isn’t Love’ (RKO-Ra- 
dio short) and Universal News. 


MET, BOSTON 


Beston, Dec. 14. 

Stage show at the Metropolitan 
takes on the appearance of the fa- 
miliar Publix unit of yesteryear, ex- 


plained by the background of the 
producer, Harry Gourfain. It is col- 
orful, compact and interesting from 
a production point of view, but 
lacking in sock. 

Titled ‘Color Rhapsodies,’ show 


opens up on a Spanish scene sur- 
rounding the band in costume. 
Henry Kalis, house conductor, bran- 
dishes the baton in appropriate rig. 
Much of the beauty in the set comes 
from varying lighting effects. Above 


band, on secondary stage, is a 
choral group, billed as ‘Rhapso- 
dians’ seated at tables in street 


cafe layout, effective. As unfolded, 
it affords a praiseworthy frame for 
the best in talent, but what follows 
is not quite that. 

Elida ballet starts with a toreador 
routine, with bull fight pantomime. 
Finale of the ballet opener is a pre- 
cision tap, effective. ‘Rhapsodians’ 
in background supposed to be sup- 
porting band, but on show caught 
could hardly be heard. 

Whitey Roberts, single, handed 
the stage for his stanza of novel 
hoofing, of which the skip rope 
dance is outstanding. This is a 
waltz clog and rhythm arrangement 
that looks difficult with the rope. 
Roberts comes on cold and earns 
himself a nice response, Closing bit 
is an oOverdone encore and serves 
principally to wear down his own 
build-up. Femme partner comes on 
for a dish juggling stanza that 
might be effective if condensed. 
Patter no asset. 

Then it’s the ballet again in their 
best routine, a group tango in col- 
orful voluminous costumes and 
picture hats. Lighting and staging 
very effective. Elida gals step back 
for Dorothy Crooker’s' slow-kick 
acrobatic novelty that is novel be- 
cause Miss Crooker performs the 
entire routine on one leg only, and 
that means about eight minutes of 
endurance balancing. Well done, 
but lightly appreciated out front. 

Fritz and Jean Hubert pick up 
the lag with their rough house 
slug-fest. Next to closer, Arrens 
and Broderick, standard vaude act, 
is no builder-upper. Doesn’t quite 
fit the house. Miss Broderick opens 
with what is supposed to be a 
straight vocal of ‘Mighty Lak a 
Rose’, with partner at piano. As 
such it is pretty sad, but gets polite 
reception. Pay-off at last note 
when she pulls up long skirt and 
roller skates off stage. 

Then she goes haywire with an 
Egyptian hoke can-can that proves 
too rowdy for the Met clientele. 
During her costume change Arrens 
dusts off an antique, ‘World Waiting 
for Sunrise’, with some zither ef- 
fects, on piano. Miss Broderick’s 
closer is an operatic gusher with 
the lid off. It’s a beaut of its kind, 
but a bit harsh. 

Elida Ballet’s finale not enuogh to 
save the show. 

Fabien Sevitzky, conductor, pre- 
sents the Met band in an overture 
marked ‘American Melody Impres- 
sions’ on the stage. Here, again, 
the lighting is outstanding, even 
though set is simple arrangement 
of drapes that take colors readily. 

Screen, ‘Music in the Air’ (Fox). 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Only four acts on the stage this 
time but the quartet more than suf- 
fices for the usual fivesome dished 
out to the nabe patrons. This cut- 
ting probably due to the long-run- 
ning ‘Merry Wdow’ feature which 
is the real b.o. magnet. Two of the 
acts, Lillian Shade and Three Slate 
Brothers, are responsible for break- 
ing up the usual tame fare in the 
vaude array. 

Mann, Robinson and Martin in- 
cluding a slinky gal at the piano 
first on the bill. Act smacks of 
something oriental on initial stanzas 
judging from ‘Limehouse Blues’ and 
‘Ming Toy,’ which serve for the 
dances. Latter is a sort of hair- 
pulling adagio routine. High spot 
is return of male stepper who spe- 
cializes in snakes-hips, rubber-legs 
and rhythmania. Done to ‘Some of 
These Days,’ number acquires con- 
siderable zip by the finish which 
brought the early evening audience 
into action. Act costumed taste- 
fully and good as a starter. 

Lillian Shade with pipes in extra 
fine shape, filled the house with her 
pop warbling. ‘June in January’ 
sung well, but the last one, ‘Evo- 
lution to the Tom Tom,’ which gives 
thanks to the Congo in the best Al 
Siegel arrangement, had ’em yelling 
for more. Gal has a knack of mak- 
ing that microphone fade in the dis- 
tance when she gets going. Called 
back but refused a la Garbo. Car- 
roil and Howe (New Acts) slow up 
the show somewhat but received 
fair applause. 

Three Slate boys revive the pro- 
ceedings. Their adagio burlesque is 
funny, using a dummy in place of a 
regular partner. Curtains close on 
finish, reopening for bows with a 
stately femme rising from the floor 
giving the impression of having 
been in the flash all the time. Audi- 
ence on edge with this one. Knock- 
about antics such as face-slapping, 
tripping and eye-gouging other 
samples of the nonsense. Show 
used up an hour easily. Ted King’s 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Al Norman is the headliner at the 
Roxy. He has some gags, some of 
which aren't new. There seemed to 
be a slight disposition Friday night 
for some of the audience to antici- 
pate his stuff. Officially there were 
two stooges. Red Donahue and his 
mule and Duffin and Draper were 
the other turns seen and reviewed 
before, Each turn has merit. Show 
while inexpensive and unpreten- 
tious was diverting. 


One of the production numbers 
used delivery boys with packages 
and a fence in front of a cottage. 


The fence folded into parts and 
served as pivot points for the rou- 
tine. Later there was a silhouet 
arrangement. 

No particular need for extended 
comment. It’s a regulation Roxy 
show. On the screen is Radio’s 
‘Wednesday’s Child,’ which cone- 
sumes only 70 minutes and there- 
fore opened the schedule to four 
shorts and one of the longest news- 
reels ever seen outside of the Em- 
bassy. Business light opening 
night. Land, 





ALVIN, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 14. 

With Mills Bros. topping the 
show, and in for heavy dough, man- 
agement has done plenty of chis- 
eling this week to keep within the 
budget. For one thing house’s reg- 
ular chorus has been laid off for a 
week, first time this has happened 
around here, and another act has 
been grabbed off cheaply since it’s 
doubling from a local nitery. That 
laves only the Mills quartet, Johnny 
Perkins, long-run m.c., and turn of 
Gregory and Ramon, 

Whole thing reflects the econom- 
ical trend, although show, thanks 
to a couple of socks, doesn’t fare 
as badly as layout would suggest 
at first. That missing line leaves 
a void, there’s no denying that, and 
it seems like an unwise move since 
gals have been building in favor 
of late through Ruthie Miller’s 
neatly-turned production numbers. 
Practically no production at all 
this week, and bill's runoff is more 
like vaude than presentation. 

Opening has Perkins waving the 
baton for a hot band number that 
runs too long. Jules and Josie 
Walton next and got away to a bad 
start. Fither that initial routine 
was pretty sloppy, or the ork was 
murdering them, but it fell flat, and 
their second number, in a comedy 
vein, was ill-advised in the swanky 
ballroom getup they wear. Their 
appearance midway is the difference 
between day and night; it’s a hoke 
turn done in hoke getaway and got 
them off to a solid hand despite 
opening impression. 

Gregory and Ramon, two boys, 
stopped the first show with their 
novel wind instruments, such as a 
tire pump, balloon and vacuum 
cleaner. Mob, by the time they 
came on, was in the mood for en- 
tertainment and act was a socko 
right through. Perkins followed 
them on, with one of those familiar 
fairy tales to trick musical accom- 
paniment, and would be consider- 
ably more effective if shortened. 
Mills Bros. closed, working ia 
front of black drapes and with a 
mike. Boys do five numbers and 
are a solid click, finishing up in 
wow fashion with their old stand- 
bys, ‘Lazy Bones’ and ‘Hold That 
Tiger’, It’s the first time for the 
quartet around here, 

Bernie Armstrong makes his or- 
ganlog a family affair, introducing 
Dorothy Bushey (Mrs. Armstrong) 
and a regular member of house 
chorus. She comes on in mid-sec- 
tion, dressed in cute outfit, and pro- 
ceeded to put over a couple of songs 
effectively. Armstrong, however, 
went overboard on time, a failing 
that seems to be pretty common at 
the Alvin this week. 

‘One Exciting Adventure’ on 
screen. Downstairs, opening show, 
just about filled. Cohen, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

There is nothing on the screen 
here on the arrest of the Budd kid- 
napper-murderer, nor on revelations 
or developments of the munitions 
inquiry in Washington, but outside 
of these, current news is fairly well 
covered, 

The 2% city sales tax, which was 
taken cognizance of by Paramount, 
leads off as the show’s streamer 
headline and brings a laugh when 
Mayor LaGuardia’s personality 
comes into focus, the mayor trying 
to explain why the public should be 
eager to pay the tax. Saturday 
afteynoon, a mugg in the audience 
asked: ‘How about the grafters?’ 
bringing another laugh. 

Winter gripped the nation for a 
week, so Pathe rates No. 2 on the 
program on that. Much of this 
could be library stuff, since bliz- 
zards one winter are much the same 
as the next. Danger of flying in 
fog, reissue of past disaster shots, 
and how modern methods, including 
radio application, protect against 
fog hazards, is also offered by 
Pathe. The same reel newses up 
the Yugoslavia-Hungary dynamite 
stick, using maps of Europe before 
the war as well as at present, and 
speculating on the threat of another 
world holocaust. It is an able com- 














and the brilliantly lighted carnival 


Trade bad at initial show second 
day. B 


pit overtured brightly. 
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Deval Pans American Files, 
And Press Kids Him for It 





Paris, Dec. 8. 
Jacques Deval, French author, has 
opened one of those roaring cam- 


paigns against American films 
which crop up here every once in a 
while. 


Deval has been in Hollywood four 
times and has made a lot of money 
out of American films. Fox’s ver- 
sion of his novel ‘Marie Galante’ is 
a current release. 

He’s the film critic of the illus- 
trated weekly ‘Marianna,’ and he 
uses his column for the opening gun, 
which consisted of one of the most 


violent attacks on ‘Cleopatra’ (Par) 
ever launched on a picture, 

After a lot more on the same line, 
he closed by asserting that the U.S. 
is ‘hermetically and _ disdainfully’ 
closed to French films and that it 
is inadmissible, in view of this 
‘fact,’ that the French submit to 
such ‘provocative and pitiful’ Amer- 
ican pictures. 

In a later issue of the same paper 
Deval came out with the old cry 
that American films are choking out 
the French, Titling his piece ‘An 
Open Letter’ to a minister (he didn't 
say which minister), he asserted 
that of 71 feature films showing in 
Paris 28 were American, plus an 
indefinite number of shorts, and 
wanted to know what happened to 
the quota. Each American film kills 
a French film, said Deval, and thus 
takes all the profit out of the French 
business. 

At the same time he told his read- 
ers he would never insult them by 
reviewing a dubbed picture. 

The answer came a few days later 
in ‘Pour Vous,’ the Intransigeant’s 
fan magazine, in which Deval, in an 
interview, admitted that he was go- 
ing to produce films in the future 
based on his own stories. 

He used the interview to take a 
mew crack at American films. 

‘My last trip to California,’ he 
said, convinced me that a terrible 
crisis is afflicting the cinema in the 
New World.’ 

Then he saw some French films, 
he added, which led him to believe 
that the French industry is getting 
started on the right track. 

‘If we took certain defensive 
measures’ he said, ‘our national in- 
dustry would be preserved.’ 

‘What, for example?’ asked the in- 
terviewer. 

‘Above all, forbid dubbing,’ said 
Deval. ‘I have seen all the Ameri- 
can films of recent months, and, be- 
lieve me, the product is bad. Let’s 
try to compete, not in quantity, but 
in quality. The Americans have a 
cannon and we have only a rifle, but 
we are better shots.’ 

Cinematographie Francaise, local 
trade weekly, in answering Deval 
said he ought to be ashamed of him- 
self for taking American coin and 
then going off on a tirade like that. 
Wants to know why newspapers let 
authors be critics anyway. 

Ganard Enchaine, weekly, which 
has toughest and _ fairest film 
criticism in Paris, kids Deval with- 
out mercy for wanting to keep out 
such films as ‘Henry VIII’ and ‘Viva 
Villa’ in favor of French slapstick 
comedies. 


FRENCH USE FILMS TO 
STUDY TRAFFIC JAMS 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

Aerial films are being taken of 
Paris by police to help work out 
new plans for traffic regulation. 

Prefecture has fitted a motor on 
an old army observation sausage, 
which flies slowly over town during 
rush hours at low altitude, with 
camera grinding. Films show cars, 
taxis and buses tangling themselves 
up, and officials project them dur- 
ing conferences to study traffic 
problem. 


Shelve Rhodes Pic 


Capetown, Nov. 19. 

Proposed Yocal-made film on the 
life of Cecil Rhodes is to be shelved, 
due to General Smuts considering 
the showing may rouse racial feel- 
ing here, 

Shooting rights were held by 
Gaumont-British, whieh sold them 
to National Filma, >= 




















= 


Finances of Sennett’s 
New British Co. Set Up 


London, Dec. 8, 

Mack Sennett Productions, Ltd., 
has prepared a prospectus calling 
for a share capital of $1,400,000 to 
make pictures in this country. 

Out of this Sennett is to receive 
$250,000 of ordinary shares for the 
right to his name and his interest 
in scenarios, copyrights, contracts 
and so on. In addition he is to 
receive $25,000 a year for five years’ 
services. 


G-BS RECORD 
WEDDING REEL 








London, Dec. 8. 

Gaumont-British put over with 
its newsreel the marriage of the 
Duke of Kent and Princess Marina 
for the theatres. Jeffrey Bernerd, 
who has charge of this department, 
was the only one of the staff to put 
in an appearance the following 


morning. All the others were in 
bed recovering from a 48-hour 
stretch. 


Eighteen cameras were employed 
and the operators took up their 
positions at 4 a. m. Special run- 
ners with police permits rushed the 
film to the laboratory at Shepherds 
Bush. Wedding was over at 12:30 
and the first prints were on exhibi- 
tion in London an hour later. 

A fleet of aeroplanes was requisi- 
tioned to carry the film to all parts 
of the country but, owing to the 
fog, the aviators refused to fly, with 
only one exception, Lord Amhurst, 
who set out for Newcastle, arriving 
there at 5 o’clock. A waiting auto- 
mobile took the celluloid to the local 
picture house, where it was pro- 
jected at 5:15. Another copy of the 
wedding scenes was shown in Glas- 
gow (400 miles from London) by 
9 p. m. 

All told, 1,400 prints of the wed- 
ding scenes were shown in Great 
Britain within 24 hours of the event, 





The Hague, Dec. 8. 

As the Princess Juliana, heir-ap- 
parent to the Dutch throne, was she 
principal bridesmaid at the wedding 
of Prince George and Princess Ma- 
rina in London, newsreels of this 
wedding had special local interest. 
Dutch firm Polygoon sent a special 
staff of cameramen over to London 
and, after the ceremony, the films 
were rushed by air across the North 
Sea, so that on the night of the 
wedding day they were seen at The 
Hague at the Odeon and City the- 
atres. 

Cinemas shared in the expenses of 
the venture. 





‘GLORY’ OKAY IN PARIS 


French Censor Changes Mind About 
Kid War Film 








Paris, Dec. 8. 

‘No Greater Glory’ (Col) is okay 
at the Edouard VII. Censor at- 
tended a charity gala seeing the 
film once more and, after the show, 
told M. Franck, theatre manager, 
that film could go on. 

Picture is known in French as 
‘Comme les Grands’ (‘Like Big 
People’), with subtitle ‘Paul Street 
Boys’, latter played as if it were 
the original American title. This is 
to give the French an American 
title they can understand and make 
them think they know English. 

Was banned at first because cen- 
sor thought it would create pro and 
anti war manifestations, since sub- 
ject is kids fighting in mimic war. 





Sprecher to U. S. 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

Marcel Sprecher, French distrib- 
utor, plans a trip to America to try 
to sell ‘Itto,” film on French Morocco 
just completed by Benoit Levy, who 
made ‘Maternelle’ for Universal. 

Sprecher thinks film ean be 
dubbed for American release. Hasn't 
been shown here yet, but, according 
to bally, it’s a grandiose spectacle 
with a French patriotie angle, 


Anzacs Finally 0K Mae 


Sydney, Dec. 17. 

‘Belle of the Nineties’ has finally 
been passed by the censor board 
after one of the toughest fights a 
picture has had in years. 

Film was completely banned by 
both the Censor Bvard and the Ap- 
peals Board. Par kept on fighting 
and finally got the reversal. 


BOOKING COMBO 
FIGHT DRAGS 
IN PARIS 








Paris, Dec. 8. 

Organization of French distribs to 
fight booking combines, with Ameri- 
cans participating, has been holding 
more meetings, but so far has pro- 
duced but conversation. 

Meanwhile French cinema bigwigs 
and existing organizations are get- 
ting impatient. Senator Louis Au- 
bert, film pioneer, told a meeting of 
the Club du Faubourg, a debating 
society, that he would do nothing 
for the French film trade unless the 
boys got together on some action 


and organized themselves, and 
Henri Clerc, deputy and leader of 
the independent‘s organization, said 
same thing in a speech elsewhere. 

Clere‘s distributors’ organization 
wants to see something come of the 
anti-booking-combine move, and is 
willing to dissolve and allow its 
members to join the new movement, 
which would then become a distrib- 
utors’ syndicate, if the movement 
looks hopeful. Otherwise, if action 
is delayed, Clerc says he will fight 
the new crowd. 

Exhibitors’ union, which is the 
only solid outfit in the French trade, 
held members’ meeting Wednesday 
(5) under leadership of Henri Lus- 
siez and got impatient about the 
fight to reduce taxes on film thea- 
tres. Government has been promis- 
ing since October to do something, 
and nothing has happened. Mean- 
while grosses drop, partly due to 
high admission prices, which must 
be kept up to cover taxes. 

Bill is being proposed authorizing 

cities to cut poor tax from 10 to 5% 
and to make up the difference on a 
radio tax. Some cities have already 
cut the tax without legal authoriza- 
tion. : 
Exhibs’ meeting approved organi- 
zation of a defense committee, on 
which local Hays group is repre- 
sented, to be financed by stamps on 
contracts. Stamps run in graded 
scale up to 70c on contracts involv- 
ing $660 or more. 


Pathe-Natan Ready to Open N. Y. 
Offices; Robert Hurel in Charge 





r 


Par Importing Two 
Argentine Comics 





Paramount has sent to Argentina 
for Tito Luciardi and Pedrito Quar- 
tucci, comics, for support in the 
next Carlos Gardel Spanish lan- 
guage talker to be made in Astoria. 
Picture will be titled ‘The Day You 
Love Me’ and is scheduled to start 
Jan, 7. 

John Reinhardt will direct and 
Rosita Moreno is being brought 
from Hollywood to play the femme 
lead, 


FRENCH STUDY 
FOREIGN LABOR 


Paris, Dec. 8. 
French Ministry of Labor has 
awked trade organizations in all 
branches of show business for ad- 
vice on new decrees to be issued 
controlling use of foreign labor in 


France. Wants to know what pro- 
portion of foreigners the groups 
think should be allowed, and also 
if there should be changes in the 
proportion according to regions of 
France and seasons of the year. 

Another question asked is 
whether the number of foreign em- 
places now used should be brought 
down to the new number all at once 
or by easy stages. 


BRIT. THEATRE CHAIN 
FOR EDUCATIONAL PIX 


London, Dec. 8. 


New company calling itself Select 
Pictures, Ltd., is a subsidiary com- 
pany of British International. Ob- 
ject of company is to line up a 
chain of small theatres in London 
and the provinces for the purpose 
of showing films with an educa- 
tional angle, whether from the Con- 
tinent or America. 

Thus far company has the Rialto, 
London; Royal, Manchester; Prince 
of Wales, Liverpool; Savoy, Leeds. 
Before next year company expects 
to have about ten such spots. 

Arthur Dent is chairman of the 
company, with Eric Hakim in 
charge of the theatres. 




















More US. Than French Films in 
Paris Although Imports Down 





Paris, Dec. 8. 

More American than French films 
were placed before the French cen- 
sorship board for approval during 
the four months from July 1 to Oc- 
tober 31, 1934, according to official 
statistics. 

Total French talking films sub- 
mitted was 53, to which should be 
added three films with French com- 
ment and one sung in Breton, lan- 
guage of a French province. This 
makes a grand total of 57 made in 
France. 

At the same time 86 foreign films 
were presented, to be placed on the 
French market. Of these 63 were 
American-made, including 59 Eng- 
lish language talkers, one Spanish 
talker, and three American-mades 
with French chatter. 

Other countries were so far be- 
hind as to be out of the picture. 
Germany, once responsible for a lot 
of pictures on this market, submit- 
ted only nine, indicating how the 
Nazis have ruined their export mar- 
ket. 

Great Britain submitted only five, 
including one British-made German 
talker. This, in spite of increase 
in British film activity. 

Among films of other origin are 
two Russians, two Austrians (one 
in German and one in French) two 
Spanishers, one In Spanish and one 





in French; one Egyptian talker, one 





Danish in the. Eskimo language and 
one film in Arab. 

These figures cover the summer 
months, and also the first four 
months of the June quota decree, 
which has just been renewed for 
another six months. 

All these foreign films, in original 
versions, are allowed to be shown 
in a total of only 15 theatres each 
in France, unless a special excep- 
tion is made, as was done for ‘Little 
Women’ (Radio) and ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U). 

Films from Italy, Czechoslovakia, 

(Continued on page 63) 


Lange, Piper Due In 


Fred W. Lange, general foreign 
representative of Paramount in 
charge of that company’s activities 
in Europe, is due in New York Fri- 
day (21) for his first home office 
visit since having been appointed to 
the job a year ago. He’s coming 
in via Canada, 

J. W. Piper, manager of the com- 
pany’s Tokyo office, is in New York 
for his first h.o. visit in several 
years, 

Both Lange and Piper will go into 
conference with John W. Hicks, IJr., 
head of the company’s foreign de- 
partment, while here, 








Paris. Dec. 8. 

Robert Hurel, for years a leader 
in distribution of French films in 
Canada, sailed for New York 
Wednesday (5) to open that long- 
awaited branch of Pathe-Natan in 
the Maison de France, Radio City. 

Bernard Natan had expected to 
go over to open it himself, but his 
trip held up, and rather than delay 
the inauguration he sent Hurel. 
Natan himself, however, accom- 
panied by Henri Diamant-Berger, 
as on his last trip, still expects to 
go to America early in 1935. 


New York office is avowedly just 
a prestige affair, and Pathe does 
not expect to make any money out 
of it. Distribution of French prod- 
uct will be aimed chiefly at the 
1,500,000 French speaking persons 
of Canadian origin who, Pathe is 
informed, live in the United States, 
chiefly in Massachusetts and neigh- 
boring states. 

Entire Pathe line will be offered 
to them. Paris office of the firm 
says that so many letters of inquiry 
are constantly received from 
sources like these that opening of 
an office appeared essential. 

Another important function of 
Hurel will be the marketing of ama- 
teur and educational cameras and 
projection machines, which is one 
of Pathe’s specialties. Concern puts 
out Pathe Rvral, a machine for 
schools; the 175 Natan, an amateur 
machine using 17.5 millimeter film, 
and is developing an amateur sound 
camera and projection machine, the 
175 parlant, which will be on the 
market soon. Also has the Baby 
Sonora, which uses 9.5-m.m. film, 
already out. 

With this line Pathe hopes to 
make a dent in the American ama- 
teur field. 

Plans for the use of technicolor 
in France, another important aspect 
of the Pathe firm’s relations with 
the United States, are also matur- 
ing. First machines are to be de- 
livered in Hollywood, for the Pathe 
account, toward the first of the 
year. 

It is possible that the ostensible 
reason for the coming Natan visit 
will be to try out these machines 
on the spot and then bring them to 
Paris. This depends on how events 
work out, however. If trip cannot 
be arranged early enough someone 
else will bring them over. 

Meanwhile Diamant-Berger is 
working out a program of the first 
technicolor production in France. 
Will confine himself to shorts at 
beginning, until he sees how it 
works. 


POOR DUBBING ANNOYS 
ITALY; MANY SQUAWKS 


Rome, Dec. 6. 


Question of dubbing is still on 
the carpet here. In addition to com- 
plaints about the restricted nature 
of the dubbing corps and conse- 
quent lack of variety in the dialogue 
of foreign films, it is asserted that 
handling in Italy is going from bad 
to worse. 

Some think this a good thing, 
since the more rotten a foreign 
film appears the better chance there 
is for local mades, but the more 











serious critics do not share this 
view and maintain that it would 
be better to chuck foreign films al- 
together rather than present them- 
badly and ill translated. What they 
complain of is that U. S. and other 
foreign firms frequently don’t send 
@ proper text of the dialog with 
their films, so that the dubbing 
house has to resort to unsatisfac- 
tory local shorthanding of the dia- 
log. 





Covered Wagon Fire 
Paris, Dec. 8. 


Covered wagon traveling film the- 
atre, playing towns in the Pyrenees 
region, caught fire Wednesday (5). 
Fourteen spectators, including a 
three-year-old child, were fatally 
burned, and fear is expressed for 
lives of six more of a total of 36 in- 
jured. 

Show had been set up in a barn 
in village of Saint Gauderique, near 
Perpignan. Charles Delac, presi- 
dent of Chambre Syndicale, wrote 
demanding stricter enforcement of 
safety rules for all film theatres, in- 
cluding gypsy type playing in back- 





woods. 





t 
4 
{ 


oe ab etd! 


Ae te nO NE AT late er 
Anke eae 





en 














18 


VARIETY 


Tuesday, December 18, 1934 














‘of seeing your pictures. 


——_ —— — 


IS THE NAME OF YOUR 


Sirs: 

Your announcement in TIME was 
most interesting. I would like to see your 
productions shown at Loew’s Rochester. 

Cordially yours, 


J. A. H. 


A Toast 


Sirs: 
I have just finished listening to your 
MARCH OF TIME program, which 
holds me enthralled for thirty minut 
each Friday night—I o 
sixty minutes in lengt 
Needless to say, I s 
with anticipation for yc 
‘TIME Newsreel. I only 
manager will buy this fe 
gure the people of our to 
ciate this news feature. 
that he book the MAR 
myself and I know my f 

the same, 
A toast to TIME’s new 
much success to its christe 
Yours truly, 


“Our Whole Family” 


Sirs: 

With reference to your anno 
this evening on the MARCH 
program, please be advised tha 
as our whole family will be ver 
support your new venture and 
hope that we may soon have the 


Very truly yours, 


a R. 
616 Lyons 
Irvington, 


Sirs: 

We in this family are delighted to read 
that your new venture in pictorial jour- 
nalism is soon to begin. The theatres at 
which we'd like to see the MARCH OF 
TIME are: the Kentucky, the Strand, 
and/or the Ben Ali theatres. 

We greatly enjoy the March of Time 
on Friday evenings. But your program 
on Nov. 30 was one of the best we’ve 
heard. 

Very truly yours, 


A. S. 
1600 Richmond Road 
Lexington, Ken. 


Sirs: 

We in our family are indeed pleased 
to learn of your new efforts and we are 
sure anything that you will do in the 
pictures will supplement your wonderful 
radio efforts. That can only mean to us 
the one way you can outdo your radio 
efforts. We shall look forward to review- 
ing your pictures and will be pleased to 
offer our support in your new venture. 

Thanks to you for past performances. 


H. J. L. 
1248 Park Ave. 
_ Hudson Heights, N. J. 


Sophisticated Harvard 


Sirs: 

We (editorial) should be most inter- 
ested to see TIME march in its own 
inimitable, timely way before the uni- 
versitarian eyes of sophisticated Har- 
vard students, in the University Theatre, 
Harvard Square in Cambridge 

Yours, with integrity of interest, 


R. H. W. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Sirs: 

We want the MARCH OF TIME to 
be shown at the University Theatre, 
Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass. 


A. D. 


Boston, Mass. 


Sirs: 

Congratulations, TIME, on your new 
venture! Cambridge Will be honored if 
the “‘MARCH OF TIME?” is shown 
regularly at the University Theatre, 
Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass. 


A. J. L. 


Cambridge, Mass. 


EVEN BEFORE RELEASE 
THOUSANDS ARE DEMANDING IT 








“One Night of Love” 


Sirs: 

Having just seen your Announcement 
in the current No. of TIME (Dec. 10) 
regarding your new “Venture” I am 
much interested, and believe that this as 
all else you have put before the public, 
will be a pleasing success. 

Although Fitchburg is a city of only 
about 40,000 I feel sure that this picture 
would be of interest to our 
would like to 











reel in 
w fermed a frenzy of impa- 
tience and will petition the manager of 
our local theatre accordingly. 

As one of TIME and FORTUNE’s 
most devoted addicts, allow me to wish 
all the success in the world to the 
MARCH OF TIME, Inc., knowing that 
I shall follow its progress with the same 
enjoyment I have derived. from the su- 
perb MARCH OF TIME “‘Letters”— 
in short—all ventures of TIME. 

Very sincerely, 


E. H. 
608 E. Main St. 
Washington, Ind. 


THE MARCH OF TIME will not 
be confined to metropolitan cen- 
ters.— Eb. 


Sirs: 

Please do not confine your MARCH 
OF TIME in the news to New York 
City. We want it in Baltimore. Any of 
the first class houses will be glad to have 
it, I am sure. 

Very truly, 


E. M. B. 

The Washington 
Mount Vernon Place 
Baltimore, Md. 


THE MARCH OF TIME will not 
be confined to any locality—it will 
be confined to certain theatres, 
exclusively—Eb. 


Sirs: 

We would like to se THE MARCH 
OF TIME exhibited in the Gem Theatre, 
New Richmond, Wisconsin. 

New Richmond, Wisconsin 


Sirs: 

With reference to the recent adver- 
tising in TIME, I suggest that you get 
in touch with the Court Theatre, Somer- 


‘ville, New Jersey; the Liberty Theatre, 


Bernardsville, New Jersey, and the 
Roth Park Theatre, Morristown, New 
Jersey, with a view to their showing the 
production. 

Very truly yours, 


W. V. G. 
140 Cedar Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Sirs: 

May I suggest the name of the Metro- 
politan Theatre in Morgantown, West 
Virginia for your New Venture. 

Yours very truly, 


H. H. M. 





Morgantown, W. Va. 








Sirs: 

We have a very wonderful theatre in 
this town of ten thousand people, The 
United Artists, and I am urging that 
your product will be shown in that 
theatre as soon as possible—we natur- 
ally want it to be among the first as we 
are sure the new film will be most inter; 
esting. This theatre d 
whole of - 











J. W. 
Salt Lake City, Uta 


Sirs: 

I would like to take this opport 
to thank you for your very sup4 
broadcasts during the past several y 
So far as I am concerned there is not 
to equal the MARCH OF TIME o 
Air today. 

It would give me a great deal of p 
ure to have the opportunity to se 
pictorial THE MARCH OF T 
soon to be released, and I hope t 
will be no difficulty in having this 
booked in Cleveland. If it is near] 
good as TIME Magazine, and 
broadcasts it should be part of e 
citizen’s education—young or old. 

Very truly yours, 


R. A. M. 

2865 Southington Rod 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Sirs: 

We shall certainly urge the man 
of our Birmingham (Michigan) Th 
to show your new MARCH OF TI 
series as we consider the MARCH 
TIME by far the most all-around, i 


esting programme on the radio, 


many of our friends agree with us in 


MR. AND Mrs. F. B. 
528 Ridgedale Avenue 
Birmingham, Michigan 


Sirs: 

It is with pleasure that I note the 
announcement contained in your issue 
of December 10th that THE MARCH 
OF TIME feature will be available to 
moving picture houses beginning with 
the month of January. 

I presume that this feature will be 
shown at one of the leading theatres of 
Dallas, which include first-run houses of 
Palace, Majestic and Melba. 

Acting upon your suggestion: If you 
can persuade any one of these houses to 
exhibit your film, I believe it will be seen 
by a large number of Dallas’ cinema 
addicts. 

Yours very truly, 


Cc. L. E. 
1311 Athletic Club Building 
Dallas, Texas 


Sirs: 


What a break for Thirtieth Century 
history students! Best wishes, 


], S. 
1501 “R” Street 
Lincoln, Nebr. 








*} Sirs: 


Please persuade Manager James Zan- 
ias of the Myers Theatre at Janesville, 
Wisconsin, that your MARCH OF 
TIME films will deliver him lots of 
customers—especially if he will adver- 
tise it. The idea_sounds great. 


IBSCRIBER J. B. G. 
ollege 
Wisconsin 
























ure that I look 
venture—THE 
n the screen. I 
be even more 
*h have been on 
ht programs, 

HE MARCH 
in Indianapolis 












at success, 


Sirs: 

As a regular reader of TIME, I am 
much interested inShaving THE 
MARCH OF TIME shown at our 
Emboyd Theatre this city. 

Here’s hoping we may have the pleas- 
ure of seeing the first picture issue and 
that it proves as interesting and suc- 
cessful as TIME Magazine. 

Yours truly, 


S. P. H., M.D. 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Sirs: 

It is with pleasure that I note the 
announcement contained in your issue 
of December 10th that THE MARCH 
OF TIME feattre will be available to 
moving picture houses beginning with 
the month of January. 

’ TI presume that this feature will be 





shown at one of the leading theatres of 





T'S NEVER 


T’S never happened 
before—a _ series of 


pictures getting fan mail 


—BEFORE THEY 
HAVE EVER APPEARED ON A 


SCREEN. 


The first announcement of THE 
MARCH OF TIME, coming on the screen, 
was made over the Columbia network 


Friday, December 


7th. TIME .magazine 


carried the news December 10th. Variety 
on December 11th told about THE MARCH 


OF TIME and its 


“loyal following” 


that 


should make box office history. 


THE MARCH OF TIME 
Produced by The March of Time, Inc. 


Distributed by First Division 


HARRY H. THOMAS, PRESIDENT 


ww. « aVAesy 


E. s. . Pridage. aol. 


Sirs: 

I want to congratulate you on the fine 
plan to produce THE MARCH OF 
TIME on the screen. I believe that the 
idea is destined for a brilliant future. 

I suggest that you exhibit THE 
MARCH OF TIME at the following 
theatres locally; 

Coolidge Corner Theatre, Brookline, 

Mass. 

Needham Theatre, Needham, Mass. 

Loew’s State Theatre, Boston, Mass. 

Metropolitan Theatre, Boston, Mass. 

Yours truly, 


F. S. W. 


750 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton Center, Mass. 


Sirs: 

I and others here would like to see 
THE MARCH OF TIME exhibited at 
our local theatre, Brewster Memorial 
Hall, Wolfeboro, A. N.Sanbesm, operator. 

Very truly yours, 


R. M. 


Y Mass., 





Wolfeboro, N 


are looking forward to early January. 
Cordially yours, 


F. R. F. 
38 Newbury Street 
Boston, Mass. 


Sirs: 

--- And, whatever you do, may you 
give me a chance to see your THE 
MARCH OF TIME by having it exw 
hibited at the cinema theatres I at- 
tend—the Walden in Williamstown, 
and the various theatres ia 
Providence, R. I. 


B. H. 


Williamstown, Masa. 


Sirs: 

Referring to your advertisement is 
the December 10 issue of TIME, please 
have your MARCH OF TIME shown 
in our local moving picture house which 
is under the direction of a Mr. Alpert. 
It will have high value as an educational 
picture. But keep it on the air also. 

Cordially yours, 


J.A.R. 
Colchester, Conn, 
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I would like to take th’; opportunity 
to thank you for your very superior 
broadcasts during the past several years. 
So far as I am concerned there is nothing’ 
to equal the MARCH OF TIME on the 
Air today. 

It would give me a great deal of pleas- 
ure to have the opportunity to see the 
pictorial THE MARCH OF TIME 
goon to be released, and I hope there 
will be no difficulty in having this film 
booked in Cleveland. If it is nearly as 
good as TIME Magazine, and your 
broadcasts it should be part of every 
citizen’s education—young or old. 

" Very truly yours, 


R. A. M. 

2865 Southington Road 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 


irs: 

I think that the MARCH OF TIME 
is the best program on the air. 

Will ask the manager of the Liberty 
Theatre here to book THE MARCH 
OF TIME. 

- Yours truly, 


W. H. yw 
122 Franklin Street 
Olympia, Washington 


Sirs: 

Would much appreciate your exhibit- 
ing MARCH OF TIME in Lensie 
Theatre (Gibraltar chain) in Santa Fe, 
iNew Mexico. 


Mrs. G. M. 


Santa Fe, New Mexico 


Sirs: 
OF TIM 





Let’s have THE MARCH 





HAPPENED BEFORE 


But, THE MARCH OF TIME has 
made history already. In the five days 
since the announcement appeared we have 
been deluged with thousands of letters and 


telegrams from people 


in all parts of the 


country asking that their theater show this 
new kind of a motion picture. 


Look for the name 


of your theater in 


these letters, Mr. Exhibitor, (the copies of 


those printed here are 


on file at our office 


—you can see them any time) read them 
carefully. You don’t have to be told what a 


reception like this means at the box 


office. 


P. D. 
1417 Buckingham Streg 
Sandusky, Ohio 


Sirs: 
Enjoy your broadcast immense 

wish you every success with yo 

plan for use in the moving 


theatres. 
W.M. T 
R. F. D. 
Grennsboro, 
Sirs: 


Theatre preferred for MARC 
TIME.—State Theatre, Harriso 


Va. 
J. N. D. 


Bridgewater, 


Sirs: 

I enjoy your MARCH OF-TI) 

programs and I hope you will continué 

them in the future. I am looking forward 

with pleasure to your new movie series. 
Yours truly, 


B. F. 
New York City 


RELEASED 
THRU 


FIRST DIVISION 





3 Cheers 
3 Cheers for THE MARCH OF TIME 
Movies. How can we wait!! 


M. E. M. 


1612—10 Avenue 


Movie vs. Study 


| Sirs: 
! Te should (by we I mean most of my 
friends who live in the dormitory) prefer 
the Tivoli Theater, one of the Balaban 
and Katz chain. It is convenient to the 
juniversity community. Besides, we go 
there fairly frequently, for they have 
most of the pictures one wants to see. 
Last but not least, your picture would 
furnish the last link in the process of 
rationalization necessary to justify a 
movie instead of study. 





Sincerely, 


N. L. B. 

College Residence Halls for Men 
1085 East 60th St. 

Chicago, IIl. 


d Fashioned DieHards” 


oT ME BE ONE OF THE FIRST 
CONGRATULATE YOU ON 
R ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
WILL ENTER THE MOTION 
TURE FIELD STOP I KNOW 
WILL DO A GOOD JOB AND 
\T YOU WILL PROVE TO A LOT 
‘OLD FASHIONED DIEHARD 
F MUMMIFIED PROFESSORS 
D OTHER SUPPOSED TO BE 
CATORS IN THIS COUNTRY 
AT BY THE USE OF PICTURES 
RADIO YOU CAN REEDU- 
E MANY MILLIONS STOP DO 
r WORRY ABOUT THE THEA- 
S ALL ENTERPRISING THEA- 
SS WILL WORRY FOR YOU. 


C. C. F. 
63 TOLEDO WAY 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


ould like to see MARCH OF TIME 
e Rialto Theatre, Joliet, Illinois. 











































~ 
— , 
~ 
isn 





Sirs: 

There are only two theatres in this 
town—one for each college. Both thea- 
tres are owned by the same concern, so 
it’s immaterial which one gets the new 
service, just so one of them does get it. 
One theatre is the ‘‘Metro” and the 
other is the “‘Ritz.”’ 

I hope you sell your service for show- 
ing at one of them. I'll work on the 
Manager from this end. 

Yours sincerely, 


M. H. 


Durant, Oklahoma 


Sirs: 
Wishing you success, 
n. Ga 
1427 West Bell 
Houston, Texas 
Sirs: 


Once we subscribed to several maga- 
zines covering current events. Now be- 
cause of the vitality of TIME, we (a 
family of four) read it from cover to 
cover and feel completely satisfied that 
we are obtaining all worth while news 
in TIME only. 

THE MARCH OF TIME has become 
an appointment with us each Friday 
evening and a very thrilling one. We 
never permit interruption of your stir- 
ring portrayal by Radio of the week's 
news, 

This new venture of THE MARCH 
OF TIME through the movie camera 
will meet a long felt need. 

It does not matter to me which local 
movie house is fortunate enough to win 
the MARCH OF TIME franchise. 
Whichever one gets it will be lucky in- 
deed, for everyone -I have talked to 
about it enthusiastically await your 
January Premiere. 

Good Luck, 


L. K. VAN F. 
2 Nicoll Street 
Newburgh, New York 


Sirs: 


Your. MARCH OF TIME radio pro- 


‘granax (8, to my mind, one of the best on 


our more or less cluttered air waves, and 
I am glad to note that you are to give 
us a screen presentation.. Locally, I 
would prefer to have it shown at the 
Rialto Theatre in this city. 


S. M. W. 





Williamsport, Pa. 


> MARCH OF TIME IN 

TURES is even one half 
. oadcast, we are for it. 
r a series of years. 
pur manager of 
news service, 


“9.4 


Sirs: 

Would like to have THE MARCH 
OF TIME shown in every theatre in 
Washington. 


J. R. W. 

International Bank 
726 Jackson Place 
Washington, D. CG 


Sirs: 
Rye, New York, Playhouse 
Proctor’s or Loew’s in New Rochelle 


H. H. S. 
19 Oneida Street 
Rye, N. Y. 


Sirs: 
I suggest the Rialto Theatre, Wik 
liamsport, Pa. 
E. L., JR. 


Williamsport, Pa. 


Sirs: 

Have always enjoyed your program 
on air Certainly will enjoy your movies. 
Have asked our theatre to display same 
(Carlton, Red Bank.) 

Mrs. C. B.} 


Sirs: 

If the MARCH OF TIME moving 
pictures will be like the broadcasts and 
the magazine (TIME), I shall endorse 
them with enthusiasm. 

Yours very truly, 


P. K, 
620 Second Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Sirs: 

The Warner Theatre in Ridgewood, 
the Hawthorne Theatre in Hawthorne 
and the Pascash Theatre in Westwood 
are the ones I patronize most often. I'd 
be glad to see THE MARCH OF TIME 
at any or all of them. 

Yours very truly, 


E. H. 
224 Richards Road 
Ridgewood, N. J. 


Sirs: 

I would like to see the MARCH OF 
TIME shown at Madison Theatre, 
Oneida, New York. 

Yours truly, 


E. A. 
Wampsville, N. ¥. 


Sirs: 
Interested in your new venture. Best 
local theatre for showing is The Century, 


N. L. T. 
2312 E. Federal Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Sirs? 

Have been enjoying THE MARCH 
OF TIME over the radio and will be 
very pleased to hear same in the movies, 
Yours truly, 





JANUARY 


W. H. 
33 Mildred Terrace 
Vaux Hall, N. J. 


ould like to have THE MARCH 
IME exhibited at the Bronxville 


3 

G. C. V DEG. 
650 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


ainly would like to see the 
{ OF TIME in Motion pictures. 
stant listener, 


R. D. 
112 West 63rd Street 
New York, N. Y. 


ope THE MARCH OF TIME 
be shown in the “‘Playhouse Thea- 
" Great Neck, the “‘Beacon Theatre,”’- 
rt Washington, and the “Capitol 
eatre,” Bayside. All three theatres 


Are on the North Shore of Long Island. 


Yours truly, 


E. S. G. 
15 Buckingham Road 
Great Neck, L. L. 
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' ' ures BRASNO MIDGETS DRAW 
nside Stu cl TOPS IN ZANUCK YARN 

Saner members of the National Board of Review are commenting pri- Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
vately on the change coming over that organization, originally formes | George and Ollie Brasno, midgets 
to stave off official censorship. lwith Buster Shaver’s vaude act, 
Serving without pay, most members joined in order to stable their|pave been contracted by 20th Cen- 
particular hobby. All went in a large way for the early German pictures,|tyry to be featured in a picture 
and became even more rabid over the first Russian product. Strangely |which will be made in June. De- 
enough they failed to communicate their enthusiasms to the exhibitors,/cjision came after Darryl Zanuck 


the men who showed pictures not with the sole idea of improving art 
by alternate showings of ‘Caligari’ or ‘Potemkin’, 

When a foreign picture really had entertainment value, exhibitors were 
quick to snap it up, but remained brutally indifferent to the run-of-mill 
German and Russian output to the great sorrow of the Board of Review. 

It was only the other day that one of the few remaining fanatics burst 
out into rhapsody over a Russ product. ‘Tell me,’ he demanded of his 
fellows, ‘has such a stupendous epic ever been turned out by Hollywood?’ 
‘Yeh,’ came the retort of a former Soviet patriot now reformed. ‘And 


saw their preview in ‘Barnum,’ Yarn 
will be based on an original story 
by Zanuck, 

Midgets came here for ‘Barnum’ 
and have since worked in Col’s ‘Car- 
nival’ and a Roach two reeler. They 
leave for the east and vaude next 
week, 








better’. Just straws but they point the new direction. 





! 
Bill Shakespeare’s ghost, speaking through his classic comedy, ‘Mid- | 
summer Night’s Dream’, has given a galaxy of Hollywood's heavy picture 
names a terrific case of stage fright. Jitter coterie are the cast in Max 
Reinhardt’s production of ‘Dream’ for Warners who have had the chills 
during rehearsals by Reinhardt and his co-director, William Dieterle. 
To snap the Warners stars and featured players out of their awestruck 
attitude toward Shakespeare, the German director-producer has had 
them read the Bard-of-Avon's classic lines as if they were offering a 
friend a cigar or a lipstick. Proper relaxation seems to have been achieved 
only after a week’s coaching. 





Proposed suits of the Paramount trustees against a large group of 
individuals with Par as officials or directors from 1927 to 1930, inclusive, 
will not name the amount of money the trustees seek to recover. Ac- 
cording to attorneys for Charles D. Hilles, Eugene W. Leake and Charles 
E. Richardson, any reports as to amounts to be sought are strictly guess- 
work. 

Suits will simply seek an accounting, a favorable decision to the trus- 
tees making it imperative upon all defendants to report salaries, cash 
bonuses and extent of stock participation, amount of profits thereunder, 
etc. 





The motion picture industry, through the Hays Organization, went on 
record at Attorney-General Homer S. Cummings’ National Conference 
en Crime, held in Washington, as willing to co-operate in any program 
designed to arouse public opinion to the needs of law enforcement and 
crime prevention. 

Carl E. Milliken, secretary of the Hays Organization, and spokesman 
for the industry, suggested the formation of a National Crime Research 
Institute, and made formal tender of a five-point program through which 
the industry could co-operate efficaciously with the government, 





Folding of the Little Picture House, in East 50th street, N. Y., is un- 
derstood a result of the NRA code. House was built by the Cinema 
Guild. Anticipation was that rental of upper floors would take up the 
carrying charges. But the building was never fully rented. 

Under the management of Sophie Smith the theatre did enough busi- 
ness to go along under the heavy overhead. When the NRA code was 
promulgated Miss Smith was careful to observe the labor provisions, 
with the result the salary list overweighed the load and the house closed 
Dec. 6. Building will reopen, under lease, to a catering company. 





The brothers Franklin, Sidney and Chester, are likely to be friendly 
rivals to share credits in Academy award honors this year for the best 
pictures of 1934, if Metro decides to release its ace animal feature, 
‘Sequoia’, before New Year, as seems probable. Chester Franklin di- 
rected ‘Sequoia’, as his return to the ranks of top meggers. Picture 
has rated critical preview raves. His younger brother, Sidney Franklin, 
directed ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’, a Metro smash hailed as an out- 
standing achievement. ‘Barretts’ is unquestionably a candidate for 
Academy palm, and ‘Sequoia’ seems headed for the lists if made eligible. 





Deciding that Dr. Eugene Frenke’s picture, ‘Life Returns’, is not suit- 
able for its regular program release because of subject matter. Universal 
is negotiating with the producer to return the feature exclusively to him, 
following a preview in Oakland on Dec. 7, Studio had invested between 
$35,000 and $40,000 in production of the unusual topical film, a drama 
built around clinical resurrection of a dog accomplished by Dr. Cornish 
of the University of California scientific staff and widely publicized as 
a laboratory marvel. If bow-out by U is effected, release of ‘Life Returns’ 
may be set through state rights market, 





Last week, the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals, N. Y., denied the 
appeal of the Manufacturers Trust Co. and affirmed the lower court rul- 
ing that the bank, as trustee under a mortgage of Allied Owners, did 
not have the right to vote for the bondholders on the mortgage. 

Belief in the trade is that had the court decision been otherwise, the 
future makeup of the Paramount-Publix board might have been affected 
materially. That’s through the fact that Allied Owners assumedly will 
be privileged to name a member of the new Paramount company board. 





A unique means of encouraging greater kid business during the holi- 
days when it is usually heaviest has been worked out in Detroit on the 
engagement of ‘Kid Millions’ at the local United Artists. Earl Hudson, 
of the theatre, got some local dance teachers to give lessons to all kids 
who attended the picture, teacher angle being that out of the mobs of 
kids they might land some post-New Year’s students. 





Handful of studio talent and a few other passengers aboard the Santa 
Fe Chief when it arrived in Los Angeles last Friday, nearly two hours 
late, were reimbursed to the amount of $3 each. It was the first time 
in several years at least that the Sante Fe’s extra fare train has been 
as much as an hour late, necessitating a kickback to passengers. Heavy 
rainstorms caused the belated arrival, 





Associated Press’ Hub Keavy tried to get on Columbia’s ‘Once a Gen- 
tleman’ set, was told that only written permission from Harry Cohn would 
admit him, and Cohn refused the okay. 

Several days later the studio publicity department called Keavy ask- 
ing him to do a story on the film and the players. Keavy requested a 
written invitation from Cohn. 





The Marquis Henri de la Falaise, husband of Constance Bennett, who 
is assembling the 30,000 feet of jungle film, set himself solid with the 
native safari by being last man in the treks through the green wilder- 
ness where travel must be single file. It is generally the last man in 
the file who gets it if anything’s coming. The party bagged five tigers. 





Advertising campaign budget for the two days preceding opening of 
*The President Vanishes’ at the N. Y. Paramount was fixed at $25,000. 
Because of the delays attendant to the premiere, extra large copy was 
placed. 





All key city bookings for Xmas and New Year weeks are being jazzed 
up, schedules shifting to start on Tuesdays of both holidays, while 


MAYER OR LOEW 
INTERESTED IN 


~ Comparative Grosses for November 


(Continued from page 10) 





DENVER 

















MAYFAIR 





With Walter Reade stepping in 
to operate the Astor, N. Y., on 
a percentage arrangement with 


Loew’s, to which he has the house 
leased for 10 years, the Mayfair may 
be relinquished. Arthur Mayer, 
who has the Rialto under a partner- 
ship arrangement with Paramount, 
is interested and has started nego- 
tiations. Another possibility is the 
Loew circuit, which has signified a 
desire to discuss a deal. 

Mayer’s negotiations for the house 
on an operting basis with Reade 
had reached the point during the 
past week where it appeared sign- 
ing of papers was imminent, but 
yesterday (Monday) nothing posi- 
tive had yet been set. Understood 
Reade is waiting for the return to 
New York of Nick Schenck for the 
purpose of listening to a proposi- 
tion from Loew, which is interested 
with a view to making Mayfair a 
substitute for Loew’s New York, 
which goes on the auction block 
with the Criterion in January or 
February. A few months ago Loew 
was interested in the Mayfair, but 
negotiations were dropped when 
Reade booked Metro pictures second 
choice after the Cap. 

Both Mayer and Loew have a 
double feature policy in mind for 
the Mayfair, if taking it, while 
Reade plans continuing a single 
feature first run policy at the Astor, 
which reopened Thursday (13) with 
‘Babes in Toyland,’ a Metro picture. 


Loew and UA’s Penn, 
Pitt, Show Net Profits 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Report of Penn-Federal corpora- 
tion, owners and operators of Loew’s 
and United Artists Penn theatre 
here, showed net earnings of $7,700 
for fiscal year ending Aug. 31, 1934, 
after interest and charges, equal to 
87c. a share on 8,900 shares of pre- 
ferred stock, were deducted. First 
time since April 1, 1932, that pre- 
ferred stockholders received a 
melon. 

A year ago, corporation showed a 
net loss of $11,977. In past annum, 
funded debt has been cut $24,000 to 
$837,000 and 200 shares of preferred 
stock have been retired. 

Corporation expressed itself as 
well satisfied with management of 
Loew’s, although latter is under- 
stood to be seeking a new contract 
with Penn-Federal. Present one 
doesn’t expire until 1936. Under 
current agreement, Loew’s receives 
$5,200 for management against usual 
2% of gross charged in such cases. 

Another life-saver for Penn is 
contract whereby Metro and United 
Artists films gets rental only on a 
profit-sharing basis. In several in- 
stances, pictures haven’t returned a 
cent to distributors and it’s this 
phase to which Loew’s, of which 
MGM is a subsidiary, is said to ob- 
ject. Corporation, however, argues 
that in boom times, distributors re- 
ceived in many cases two and three 
times as much as pictures would 
have brought on a flat rental. 


START ‘CALL OF WILD’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
William A. Wellman is back from 
plane trip through the northwest, 
where he picked snow locations for 
20th Century’s ‘Call of the Wild’ 
near Mt. Baker, Washinzton. 








(Tuesday) at United Artists studio 





others are adhering to the usual Thursday and Friday jJump-off days. 


A 


2S TE kate AK 














































































































































































































eth ee Nov. 15 ___Nov. 22 _ ___Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
DENHAM Menace Pursuit Ready for Richest 
(1,500; 25-35-50) $3,750 Happiness Love Girl 
High. $16,000 $7,000 $10,000 $3,000 
Low.. 2,000 (Boosted 
Prices) 
(Texas 
Guinan 
é Revue) 
, DENVER Galante | Widow White Live 
(2,500; 25-35-50) $6,000 $8,000 Parade Again 
High. $27,700 $7,000 $4,500 
ORPHEUM Lady By Gamblin Hell In Kansas 
(2,600; 25-35-50) Choice $5,000 ad Heavens Princess 
High. $20,000 $7,500 $6,500 $5,000 
eae’ __, 
PARA- Blind Date Love Widow and | Howling Dog 
MOUNT _and $3,000 Outcast Lady and 
(2,000; 25-40) Night of (24 wk) $1,500 Student Tour 
High. $22,000 Love $1,500 
Low.. 1,200 $3,000 
(Split- 
Repeat) 
CINCINNATI t 
Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
; ALBEE Every Pursuit Live Green 
(3,200; 35-44) Woman Happiness Again Gables 
High. $33,500 Knows $9,500 $9,500 $10,000 
Low.. 5,800 $9,500 
PALACE Captain Widow Evelyn College 
High. $08,100 ey Sea $16,000 Prentice Rhythm 
ign. ’ ,000 10,00 18,00 
Low.. 4,500 . . . : 
LYRIC Wagon Kentucky Widow White _ 
(1,400; 35-44) Wheels Kernels $4,500 Parade 
High. $28,900 $5,500 $6,000 (Rejeat) $9,000 
Low.. 2,900 
KEITH’S Big Howling St. Louis Gentlemen 
(1,500; 30-40) Hearted Dog Kid Born 
High. $22,100 $5,000 $4,500 $5,500 $2,800 
Low.. 3,200 “ (5 days) _ 
Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
MIDLAND Widow Evelyn Live Kid 
a $35,000 $19,000 Prentice Again Millions 
igh. i $11,000 $7,400 3,50 
Low.. 5.100 — 
MAIN- Bike Rider Captain Lady By Kentuck 
- Rha Sa $12,000 “— Sea Choice Rarnates 
5,200; 25-35- (Polly 9,000 $20,000 $7,000 
High. $35,000 Moran) (‘Bowery 
Low.. 3,300 (Vaude) Follies’) 
NEWMAN Howling Limehouse Pursuit St. Louis 
(1,800; 25-40) Dog Blues Happiness Kid 
High. $33,000 $5,500 $8,000 $5,800 $6,000 
Low.. 4,000) 
UPTOWN Judge Priest| Peck’s Boy White Galante 
(2,040; 25-40) $4,400 $3,000 Parade $3,600 
High. $9,000 (3d wk) (6 days) $5,200 
Low.. 1,500 4 = eae. 
__Nov. 15) Nov. 22 | __Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
PALACE British Thine Every Widow 
(2,700; 50) Agent My Heart Woman $13,000 
High. $18,000 $8,500 $7,000 Knows 
Low.. 4,500 Petes ___ $7,000 
CAPITOL Wiggs Galante Divorcee Divorcee 
: 2,700; 50) ; and and and and 
High. $30,000} Gift of Gab 365 Nites Limberlost Limberlost 
Low.. 5,000 $7,000 in H’wood $12,000 $8,000 
$7,000 Ore .. Ma ar 2d wk) 
peo yg eee ete Ready for Student 
3,200; urder ady Love Tour 
High. $18,000 $13,000 $11,000 $10,000 $11,000 
Low.. 3,000 __(Vaude) 
PRINCESS Cuckoo Cuckoo Last Gentleman 
1,900; 50) and and Gentleman and 
High. $25,000} Chin Chow Chow and Date 
Low 3, $8,500 $6,500 Blind Date $6,000 
i‘. 5 ee eS i 0 $9,500 (24 wk) 
es <= — =— = 
TACOMA 
a a ___Nov. 22 _ __Nov. 29 _ Dec. 6 
MUSIC BOX}! Big-Hearted,}; Happiness Limehouse St. Louis Kid 
(1,400; 15-25-35) Kansas head, Blues, and 
High. $10,500 Princess Belong to Me Scarlet Wiggs 
Low.. 1,100 and and Empress $4,000 
Wednesday’s Exciting and (Split- 
Child Adventure Se!l Anything Vaude) 
$4,900 $5,000 $4,900 
(Split-Vaude 
pt fos Policy) es bs . 
~ ROXY_ Hideout | Judge Priest | Barretts | Night of Love 
(1,800; 25-35) and $5,300 $5,300 $4,000 
High. $7,000 Servants’ (Stage Show) 
Low.. 2,000 Entrance 
$3,900 
PROVIDENC 
Nov. 15 ___Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
STATE’ Widow Evelyn Live Kid 
(3,200; 15-25-40) 7,500 Prentice Again Millions 
High. $29,000 $8,300 $7,300 $14,500 
Low.. 2,500 
MAJESTIC Galante Happiness Elinor Flirtati 
(2,200; 15-25-40) and Ahead Norton Walk 
High. $17,500} Peck’s Boy and and $9,800 
Low.. 2,500 $6,300 Scarlet Hell in ; 
Letter Heavens 
$8,800 $6,100 
STRAND Menace Limehouse Jealous P i 
(2,200; 15-25-40) and Blues and p lisieptnes 
High. $18,000 Ready for and Girl of and 
Low.. 2,000 Love Tomorrow’s Dreams Successful 
$7,300 Youth $7,400 Failure 
$10,000 $6,100 
ALBEE Chin Chow |Wednesday’s | Expectations Kentuck 
(2,500; 15-25-40) and Child $8,900 > pee * 
High. $20,000 Gridiron $9,800 $7,500 
Low.. 1,900 Flash (Stage Show) (6 days) 
$9,500 
(Split) 























Picture gets under way tomorrow | 
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te By Epes W. Sargent 








Marked Calendars 


For some reason a calendar has 
always been a big seller for any 
picture advertising, from a calendar 
with a special week marked off to a 
ringed date. It’s not only in pic- 
tures. Lodge secretaries have also 
found the use of the calendar helps. 

Newest angle was worked out by 
a manager who had a big one com- 
ing for the last three days of the 
month. He had his job printer run 
off a calendar of the month with the 
dates of the showing with only 
question marks. The printer also 
loaned him a set of calendar logo- 
types small enough to go nicely 
into a two-column space. 

The cards were placed in prac- 
tically every store window in town 
with a top line reading ‘days to ???’ 
There was a black square printed 
in front of this which was treated 
with blackboard surfacer, borrowed 
from the school janitor. 

The cards were put out three days 
before the first of the month. On 
the first of the month an _ usher 
went around and in chalk wrote 25 
in the prepared space, at the same 
time marking the figure 1 in the 
calendar with a cross mark. Si- 
multaneously, the newspaper blos- 
somed out with the calendar, but 
the crossing could not be done with- 
out mutilating the borrowed logos, 
so this was omitted. The cards 
were marked every morning. When 
the house went into the regular ad- 
vertising, the dates were announced 
together with the title of the fea- 


ture, this being stripped into the 
space occupied by the question 
marks. It made a cheap and highly 


effective campaign, but only good 
on a picture that warrants three 
weeks of teasing. 


Anniversary Stunts 


Manager who's had the same 
house 15 years is asking for some 
anniversary gags. The most ob- 
vious would appear to be tickets for 
the best personal recollections of 
opening night. Another offer might 
be for the best contrast of that pro- 
gram with the one intended for the 
anniversary, with the presumption 
that a hit picture has been booked 
for that occasion. 

Even at the cost of a second night 
show it will pay to stage some jubi- 
lation, with the mayor, if possible, 
offering congratulations, the local 
editor stressing the advance in 
quality of entertainment, luxury of 
environment and perhaps a passing 
reference to the possibility that a 
similar period, hence television may 
replace the present screen. A mu- 
sical program should be offered, 
with a current singer and a revival 
of the old illustrated song, if slides 
can be obtained. 


If it is worked discreetly, it 
should be possible to get someone 
to circulate an album in which all 
of the townfolk subscribe to a reso- 
lution of good will to be presented 
the manager, and, of course, take 
him by surprise. This book can be 
offered in the lobby. for belated sig- 
natures, but as many leading names 
as possible should be obtained be- 
forehand. 

A souvenir program should be pre- 
pared, to be paid for by the inser- 
tion of advertisements, and car- 
rying cuts of the original theatre 
and the house as it looks today. Ad- 
ditional copies should be distributed 
to those unable to obtain admission, 
and if possible the exercises should 
be piped by loudspeaker to the side- 
waik, 

The general idea should be to 
make more whoopee than money, 
with the coin coming later from the 
favorable reaction created. 





More Q. 0. 

Quaker Oats, which is going in for 
Picture hooks in a big way, through 
the Lord & Thomas agency, has tied 
‘Imitation of Life’ to Aunt Jemima 
pancake flour, or perhaps it's vice 
versa. Anyhow it’s $1,500 for the 
best window displays on the pair 
and the theatre welcome to a set of 
the window material the dealers are 
receiving. Also hanging up cash 
Prizes totaling around $8,000 in a 
Coloring contest, 

Ad displays are in the local 
Broove, with the advertising done 
while the picture is playing, which 
gives the belated runs a look in. 





Asks Permission 


Mansfield, O. 

Warner's Majestic is rendering a 
new service to patrons. Cards 
headed “To Our Patrons,” with 
Space for name, address and tele- 
Phone number are distributed in the 
lobby. They read: 

“In keeping with our policy of 
rendering every possible service, we 
urge you to fill out this card. Our 
Plan is to ’phone you each week 
and acquaint you with the current 
and coming attractions. The man- 
agement trust that this service will 
aid you in aranging your entertain- 
ment program,” 





Getting Them Back 


Manager who has had trouble 
with his January business in past 
years has figured it out that be- 
tween Christmas and New Year’s 
parties and general merrymaking, 
the public has lost, temporarily, its 
desire for entertainment. Business 
has been slow through most of Jan- 
uary. 


This year he is going to go after 
the crowd in an intensive fashion. 
Giving them a day in which to rest 
up, he plans to start on Jan. 3 
with a bridge tournament for a 10- 
day run, matinees only, and held 
in the mezzanine. In the evening 
he will offer a number of local acts, 
two or three a night, with a cash 
prize for the act voted best in the 
runoffs. Each night a winner will 
lL. declared, and these will be 
matched against each other for a 
final Jan. 11, so as not to hurt the 
Saturday trade. 

Balloting will be by ticket instead 
of acclamation on this run off, since 
he figures that each contestant will 
try to bring in as many votes as 
possible. The winner will be an- 
nounced the following Monday, first 
from the stage and then by a lobby 
announcement. It’s his plan to jazz 
them into coming again instead of 
waiting until along in February. 


Where there is not room for a 
bridge fight, it may be possible to 
substitute cooking demonstrations, 
cooking contests, hat trimming or 
any other subject of feminine ap- 
peal, but some means of overcom- 
ing patron inertia seems to be indi- 
cated. 


Worked with Legion 


Larry Cowan and Zac Freedman, 
of the Fox Brooklyn, worked with 
the American Legion Christmas 
Basket fund for a nice cleanup. 
Legion wanted some money and the 
Fox wanted something to plug the 
holiday slump. Supplied the legion- 
aires with 20,000 throwaway tickets 
with a cut on all turned in. No 
price concession. Ticket merely 
stated that if presented at the box 
office with the admission price the 
Legion fund would benefit. Until a 
cash transaction it was just a 
throwout. 

Mayor LaGuardia posed for news- 
paper art, buying the first ticket, 
which broke all the Brooklyn papers 
and the local section of some of the 
N. Y. sheets. Legion also got mili- 
tary and naval highlights to attend 


the opening and the Navy Yard 
contributed flags, guns and war 
relics, Women's glee club, con- 


nected with the Legion sang as an 
added attraction at each final night 
show, and seven different posts con- 
tributed a band; one for each night 
of the run. Legion also loaned its 
40-8 fake locomotive and freight 
car for a traveling ballyhoo. House 
cleaned up some nice coin without 
expense and the Legion appreciated 
the aid, 


Everybody Plugging 

With Warners having a majority 
of the downtown theatres in Phila- 
delphia, the press staff has been 
working on the department stores 
and restaurants in a drive for busi- 
ness. Department stores carry a 
line urging the pictures after a 
shopping tour, a typical example 
reading ‘Shop and dine, then shop 
till nine and take in a movie.’ 

Restaurants also are using slips 
on their menus and window cards 
urging the shop-and-show angle 
and the theatre ads reciprocate. 
Horn & Hardart have large cards 
‘Stay in town for the movies,’ over 
the urge to investigate the dinner 
values offered. 

General idea seems to be to get 
them downtown and then sell them 
the works. And it isn’t a bad idea. 





Getting Ambitious 


Dave Davidson shoots in a press 
book on Majestic’s ‘The Perfect 
Clue,’ with the intimation that he 
figures that for an indie output it’s 
pretty much big time. 

Not much room for argument there. 
It looks like the big timers. He reads 
well, too. Lists 12 stunts which are 
applicable to this particular picture 
and then tosses in a schedule for 
their use over a seven-day period. 
That’s a new one. Carries about all 
the super de luxes have, but with 
the bunkum boiled out. 





Nine Truckloads 


St. Paul. 

St. Paul's seven Publix theatres 
put on their annual toy matinee 
Dec. 8 and broke all records for 
contributions, getting nine truck- 
loads of teys from more than 7,000 
kids. 

Publix worked with local P-T-A 
council and the Santa Claus club, 
which dovetailed nicely for beau- 
coup publicity. Half-column yarn 
on page one of Stunday’s papers, 
with pix four columns wide and a 
foot deep, with captions mentioning 
the participating theatres by name, 
brought Publix plenty of good will. 





Brown Contest Winners 


The winners of the cash prizes 
and certificates of award offered by 
the Quaker Oats Co. for the best 
exploitation campaign on the War- 
ner Bros.’ picture, Joe E, Brown in 
‘The Six-Day Bike Rider,’ are as fol- 
lows: First prize ($500), Al Sindlin- 
ger, Appleton theatre, Appleton, 
Wis.; second prize ($250), Bill Hen- 
dricks, Warner theatre, Memphis, 
Tenn.; third prize ($150), E. M. Hart, 
Oxford theatre, Plainfield, N. J.; 
fourth prize ($100), Wally Akin, 
Melba theatres, Dallas, Tex. The 
campaigns were so exceptional that 
the company made an additional 
cash award of $225, to be allotted 
as follows: $50 prizes to the follow- 
ing: Dewey Mousson, Knickerbock- 
er theatre, Nashville, Tenn.; K. A. 
Grimes, Warner theatre, Morgan- 
town, W. V.; Will J. Conner, Music 
Box theatre, Tacoma, Wash.; Glen 
Riggins, Ellany theatre, El Paso, 
Tex.; $25 prize to Walter F. Davis, 
Orpheum theatre, Fort William, On- 
tario. 





How Vaude Helps 


Portland, Ore. 

Andy Saso, Orpheum, used one of 
his acts of vaudeville, Westerlund 
and Nickerson, to get plenty extra 
attention for his house last week. 
Babe Westerlund waiked on his 
hands around the edge of the the- 
atre building, eight stories, doing 
a series of one-arm hand stands 
and climaxed the stunt by raising 
his partner, Ernest Nickerson, in 
mid-air with one arm. 

Publicity feat was put on during 
the noon hour and the streets were 
jammed with natives taking in the 
act. 





New Red Ink 
Burlington, Ia. 

A theatrical advertising stunt 
that will go over big where the pic- 
ture is out of the ordinary or will 
lend self to unusual exploitation, 
was brought to light here recently 
when the margin of a news page 
bore play advertising matter in red 
ink. Only drawback is that plug 
must be confined to about 11 words. 
Stands out from the black and 
white like a lighthouse in a fog. 
Costs are higher, but as an innova- 
tion worth the extra shekels. 


Called Out the Troops 


Fred Peary, of Comerford’s Capi- 
tol, Binghamton, N. Y., turned out 
the Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars when he came to ‘The First 
World War. Both war organiza- 
tions met the film cans at the sta- 
tation, with the field music, and es- 
corted them on a gun caisson to the 
theatre. That happened on a Sun- 
day, which brought a line that was 
big enough to last two hours. 

During show times a guard of 
honor of two men was continuously 
posted in the lobby. 


Merry Waltzers 


Granada theatre, Emporia, Kans., 
staged a dance contest at the 
Teachers’ College for ‘The Merry 
Widow,’ with the winners given a 
stage date for the run of the pic. 

Made a lot of local talk, which 
helped bring 'em in. Being used in 








It Happened One Night 


In Milan, something like Cain 
has been raised, and only a miracle 
has prevented murder. The cause 
was a delicately scented note in a 
feminine handwriting sent to all 
the men of the town, and worded: 
“Ti attendo questa sera alle 21 sot- 
to l’atrio del Cinema Corso. Baci. 
Claudette. (I shall expect you this 
evening at 9 o’clock at the entrance 
of the Corso Cinema. Kisses. 
Claudette.) 

Of course, not every wife knew 
that ‘The Walls of Jerico,’ featuring 
Claudette Colbert and Clark Gable, 
is at the Corso. The consequence 
was that, Italians being what they 
are: wildly excitable and ungovern- 
ably jealous, some really awful 
rows took place. In one case 
neighbors were only just in the 
nick of time to prevent a poor hus- 
band from being knifed. Shots 
were fired, luckily without result, 
by another infuriated wife. The 
papers have protested against what 
is called a stupid advertising stunt. 

Nevertheless, the box office re- 
ceipts have been large. 





Previewing a Train 
Lincoln. 

Since the Burlington railroad has 
about one-third of allits tracks with- 
in the state boundaries of Nebraska, 
local theatre men arranged to have 
a preview of the ‘Silver Streak,’ 
which stars the C. B. & Q.’s Zephyr 
train, for newspaper people and 
local Burlington officials at the 
Lincoln. 

Original plan was to have the 
world premiere on the Zephyr on 
its regular run between Lincoln and 
Omaha, but the current on the train 
wasn’t high enough to run the pro- 
jection machine. 





Models for Serial 

Boise, Idaho. 
J. D. Braunagel, operator of the 
|Granada theatre has a model air- 
plane contest for local kids in con- 
nection with the serial ‘Tailspin 
Tommy.’ Passes are given for 
awards weekly and the grand prize 
is an air trip to the Coast. Second 
prize is $10 cash. 

Braunagel has built a miniature 
landing field in the foyer on a table 
on which entries are displayed, with 
a spotlight placed. to give night 
landing effect. Newspaper tie-in 
giving plenty publicity. Entries to 
be given to an Orphan’s home for 
Christmas gifts. Promoted air trip 
is in return for advertising of air- 
line in all publicity copy. 





More Pepper 


Harry Browning, working for the 
New England section of Paramount, 
sends in some nice examples of a 
mimeo jazzer-upper. Not more than 
three pages, but smartly written 
and tells things. Gets around to 
each man in the course of time, but 
his boys know that the more they 
do the quicker it is to get around to 
them again, so they buckle down. 

Lots can be done in a couple of 
pages; more than is sometimes done 
in several times the space. It’s all 





many western spots. 


in the state of mind of the writer. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Youngstown, O. 
The Rialto theatre, one of the 
pioneer downtown movie houses, 
has been converted into a night 
club, known as The Lido and will 
be opened shortly, 





Duluth. 
Woodrow Praught, assistant man- 
ager of the Lyric, now manager of 
the Homer, Hibbing, Minn. Everett 
Olson succeeds Praught. 





New York. 

Dave Lipton’s affiliation with the 
press department of Columbia Pic- 
tures, New York, is not settled. 
Possibility that the former Balaban 
& Katz publicist will stay with 
Sally Rand rest of the winter. Bal- 
loon dancer is tentatively booked 
for Florida following current en- 
gagement at Paradise restaurant, 
Pie. Es 





Los Angeles. 
Jim Riley resigned as mer. of I- 
WC Granada at Inglewood (suburb), 
replaced by Ernie Silcocks. 
o--— 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
State, largest and newest Wilmer 
& Vincent house here, goes dark 
Saturday (15) after a season of less 
than a month, due to poor patron- 
age. 
Lynchburg. 
Lowell Lewis, assistant manager 


tre in Altavista, Va. No successor 
appointed. 

Alec Thompson, former. chief 
usher at the Paramount, has been 
promoted to assistant manager of 


the Isis. 





Omaha. 
Paramount theatre went dark for 
second time this year Dec. 9. After 
closing last summer it reopened in 
October ,running till present closing. 
Poor biz given as reason, and it is 


the main one, but other rumored 
factors include rental and _ bond 
difficulties. 

Memphis. 
The Orpheum, now under the 


management of M. A. Lightman, of 
Memphis, Tri-State chain theatre 
owner, as result of deal completed 
in New York with Aaron Courshon 
of the G.C-S. Circuit of Chicago, 
operating the theatre since Septem- 
ber. 





Sharon. Pa. 

Managers of Sharon’s three pic- 
ture theatres were fined $25 and 
costs each when arraigned before 
Alderman Hayes T. Brooks on 
charges of violating the city ordi- 
nance banning Sunday shows. The 
charges, to which he pleaded no de- 
fense, were preferred by the Civic 
League of Sharon, organized to pro- 
mote law observance, after Sunday 
shows were started here six weeks 
ago. Those fined were Thomas 


(Continued on page 29) 





of Warner’s Trenton here, has re- 
signed to manage the Liberty thea | 














New Peep Show 


Capitalizing curiosity by means of 
the peep show is standard, but a re- 
cent improvement adds both nov- 
elty and double appeal. Manager 
originating th. stunt had an extra 
box -ffice with a window flush with 
the lobby wall. It had been intended 
for regular ticket sales, but he pre- 
ferred the island office nearer the 
curb line, and since the house was 
opened the ticket office has been 
more or less dead space, though he 
used the opening now and then for 
scenic miniatures and other novel- 
ties. 

His latest gag was to install two 
balopticons, one either side of the 
window, each provided with picto- 
rial copy which was thrown on a 
screen back of the window when 
the lights were on. 

A temporary installation was 
made of two push buttons, each 
controlling the lights in one of the 
projectors and the investigator was 
urged to press the buttons alter- 
nately to get the double show. 

Pressing either button brought on 
the lights in one of the machines 
and the message was projected on 
the screen. Because of the double 
show the projections attracted more 
than ordinary attention. 

Now he is trying to figure out a 
double projection by means of which 
a teaser message will be projected 
and then filled in from the second 
lantern, Doesn't know quite how to 
accomplish this with the single 
button, but he has developed the 
idea of a constant light on the side 
with ‘Who do you suppose will be 
the star at this theatre next week. 
Press the button to find out’. Press- 
ing the but .on lights the other lan- 
tern with the name and picture, 





Radio Scripts 


Most managers figure that if they 
can get the tuner-inners to dial his 
broadcasts on pictures from the lo- 
cal station, he has done about all 
that can be done with the air ma- 
terial, but one manager gets a back- 
kick that seems to help business. 

The station, a one-lunger, is glad 
to get the scripts on coming plays, 
and uses three a week, but now the 
manager has promoted a script 
writer’s club to promote further in- 
terest. Ostensible idea is to develop 
material for the station, and gag 
worked from that angle. 

Student members are supposed to 
listen in on the broadcast, see the 
picture, and then make an effort to 
write a better script than the one 
aired, with the promise of tickets 
to the winners. Three contests a 
week, with the ‘students’ given 
three days after the showing in 
which to get up their homework. 
Kicker is that the names of the 
winners are first announced a week 
after the initial cast, and the whole 
town seems to be listening in. 

Sample scripts are displayed in 
the foyer of the theatre for the 
guidance of the aspirants and once 
a week there is a brief talk from 
the stage by someone from the sta- 
tion, dealing with some phase of the 
writing. 

Idea has stirred up a remarkable 
interest, and while it was started as 
a gag, the station is finding some 
material in other scripts sent in by 
members of the club and is hopeful 
rn digging out some real material in 
time, 





Xmas Cards 


Lincoln. 

Lincoln theatre here is sponsor- 
ing a Christmas card sale of tickets 
Which is catching on in _ neat 
fashion. Admissions to the Lincoln 
theatre, printed on a very present- 
able folder card and sold compiete 
with envelope for 5c below the 
normal ticket price, is the gag. 

It’s especially timely right now 
when everyone is so pocket con- 
scious and it gives the house, be- 
sides a novelty ad, a little pin 





money coming in on the side. E. A, 
Patchen mothered the idea, 
New Toy Train 
Lincoln. 
A constant plug for ‘Silver 


Streak’ came to town in the form 
of Xmas toys. Toy electric trains 
modelled after’ the 3urlington 
Zephyr are in almost every down- 
town store window. It took only a 
little persuasion by E. A. Patchen 
to get one of them displayed in 
motion in the Orpheum lobby, and 
in most of shop windows a small 
card labelled ‘Silver Streak’ was 
plainly noticeable without destroy- 
ing the store's commercial display. 


UA’s ‘Cardiff Giant’ 

The Cardiff Giant, stone figure 
carved out of gypsmm, once bally- 
hooed by P. T. Barnum as a prehis- 
toric find, is being used by United 





Artists in exploitation of its, film, 
‘Mighty Barnum.’ The stone figure 
will be exhibited simultaneously 


with showing of the picture, begin- 
ning on Dec. 20, at Bridgeport. On 
the following day it will be seen in 
New York and from there to other 
points. 
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Saenger Reorganization Plan Only 
Awaits Official U. §. Court Approval 





Adoption of the Saenger reorgan- 
ization plan has been recommended 
by Special Master John E. Joyce 
and now merely awaits approval of 
the U. S. District court (N. Y.) pro- 
no snags occur meantime. 
is hardly expected following 
the original plan of 


viding 
This 
changes from 
more than a year ago. 

One of the knottiest problems 
confronting the Par trustees, the 
Saenger plan has reached its pres- 
ent point only after much travail, 
on the parts of the Saenger people, 
their committees, the banks and the 
Par trustees. A complicated condi- 


tion on claims and indebtedness, 
many mortgages and the state of 
receivership which has existed 


over Saenger Theatres and Saenger 


Realty, its affiliate, since January, 
1933, has made the reorganization 
of this branch of Paramount its 


most difficult. 

Under the reorganization of 
Saenger, which is to be followed 
by the setup of a new holding com- 
pany in Delaware, E. V. Richards 
is to buv 50% of tne capital stock 
of this new corporation for the sum 
of $25,000. He also agrees to finance 


the reorganization of Saenger by 
buying one half of three-year 6% 


notes of reorganized Saenger to be 
issued under the proposal on ad- 
vances to be made by the Par 
trustees up to $200,000. 

Richards is to drop a claim he 
filed against Paramount for $20,271 


for alleged breach of a _ personal 
service contract, becoming general 
manager of the new Saenger. A 


board of directors ~ pe set up, will 
elect a president, which is virtually 
certain to be Richards, since the 
plan sets as salaries $600 a week 
for the general manager and presi- 
dent, plus one assistant. The v. p. 
and treasurer, to be elected by the 
board, will be limited to $100 a week 
while a New York representative 
will be limited to the same amount. 


Under the plan, the stock Rich- 
ards is to buy for $25,000 will con- 
stitute 50% of the capital stock of 
the proposed holding company. This 
will represent all of the Class A 
shares. The other 50%, to be held 
by the Par trustees, will be the B 
stock. Trustees are to hold $1,500,- 
000 in five-year 5% income debent- 
ures, 

Provisions 


A unique provision with respect 
to the stock is incorporated in the 
plan. After Jan. 1, 1936 the Par 
trustees may force Richards to fix 
a price at which he will sell his 
‘A’ stock or a price at which he 
will buy the ‘B’ stock from them. 
In other words he must set a fig- 
ure to sell at which he is ready to 
buy himself. 

Within five years from that date 
the trustees reserve the right to 
buy Richards’ stock at 50% of the 
price he sets or he must buy their 
B shares at 150% of the price set. 
After five years, the sale or pur- 
chase price set by the trustees is 
to be 100% of the figure to be set 
by Richards. Should Richards re- 
fuse to set a price, the trustees in- 
side of five years from the Jan. 1, 
1936 date may buy his stock at 
$125,000. If it is after a five years 
lapse, they are to pay $250,000. 

A part of the plan proposes the 
setup of Arklamiss Theatres, Inc., 
for the purpose of buying up 
Saenger claims, with the trustees 
to advance up to $50,000 in cash for 
this purpose for which trustees are 
to get three-year 6% notes. Arkla- 
miss proposes to compromise $260,- 
807 in Saenger claims for $35,029. 

In return for advancing money 
to Arklamiss, for elimination of a 
claim by Paramount against Saen- 
ger of $546,454 and for the capital 
Stock of Saenger, the trustees are 
to receive the following: 

All stock of the new Saenger 
company, (half of which they will 
turn around to sell to Richards), 
all of the outstanding stock of Pub- 


(Continued on page 58) 





Sign Helen Van Camp 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


} Helen Van Campen, otherwise 
Helen Green,’ New York news- 
baperwoman, has been given a 


writing contract at Fox. 
First assignment is te develop an 
original idea. 


4 





U May Put Rains Under 
Pact Before London Trip 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

New contract between Universal 
and Claude Rains is expected to be 
concluded before the actor leaves 
this weekend for New York on a 
vacation which will also take him 
for a quick trip to his home in 
London. 

Rains, whose work in ‘Man Who 
Reclaimed His Head’ was well liked 
by studio and critics, is driving 
east. 


Strand, N.Y., Blaze 
Will Send WB Pix 
Into Other Spets 


Warner Bros. yesterday (Mon- 
day) was awaiting a report on the 
extent of the fire damage to the 
Strand, N. Y., meanwhile preparing 
to start negotiations with other 
theatres for the sale of its ‘Sweet 
Adeline’ which was to have come 
inte the Strand Xmas week. De- 
cision to sell ‘Adeline,’ if a buyer 
can be found for a holiday play- 
date, was reached when preliminary 
survey of the damage to the Strand 
indicated that house, at the earliest, 
could not open for about three 
weeks. 

Major Albert Warner yesterday 
(Monday) declared that an estimate 
of damage, which may reach the 
$100,000 mark, depending on what 
repairs are necessary to the ceiling, 
could not be accurately made just 
yet. He added that it was doubted 
the Warner would be reopened as 
a substitute for the Strand. Be- 
sides the fire damage to the ceil- 
ing, the seats were water-gutted 
to a marked degree. 

Work of putting up scaffolding in 
the theatre started yesterday (Mon- 
day) for the purpose of testing the 
ceiling. If it requires only super- 
ficial repair, house will be reopened 
in three weeks, Herman R. Maier, 
WB construction head, stated. If 
repairs are rather extensive it will 
be later than that. Around 1,000 
seats were ruined and will have to 
be replaced as a result of fire and 
water damage, Maier said. 

Joe Bernhard, WB’s theatre op- 
erating chief, returns from out of 
town today (Tuesday) when reports 
on the Strand are expected as to 
how much repair work will be 
necessary. 

The fire broke out around 6:30 
p.m. Friday night (14), starting in 
the engineering room. House was 
emptied and an operator who was 
trapped slid to safety on a cable 
outside the theatre but was sent to 
the hospital suffering from shock 
and exhaustion. It was believed the 
ventilating system sucked in sparks 
from a bonfire which boys had built 
in one of the alleys. Damage is 
covered by insurance. 

‘Flirtation Walk’ was on the secc- 
ond day of its third week when the 
fire occurred, 

The same night, Friday (14), fire 
broke out in the booth of the War- 
ner, Hoboken, N. J., and the house 
was emptied. After two hours the 
show was resumed, with damage 
reported to have been slight. 


MONO CLOSES FOR YEAR 
WITH 14 OUT OF 20 IN 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘Mystery Man’ Satur- 
day (22), Monogram will take a 
production siesta until after the 
holidays, ‘Hoosier Schoolmaster’ ex- 
pected to start around first of year. 

With completion of ‘Man,’ com- 
pany will have finished 14 of its 
slate of 20 for the year. 

Trem Carr, production head of 
Mono, is planning to hop east the 
early part of January. Conferences 
with W. Ray Johnston on Mono 
production layout for the 1935-36 

















Finishing 





season prior to the company’s sales 
convention here next March. 


Warfield, S. F., Yanks Its 
Ad, Reinstates in 24 Hrs. 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 

Warfield theatre here pulled its 
advertising from the San Francisco 
News after Claude Labelle, picture 
critic, in notice on Garbo’s ‘Painted 
Veil,’ panned it. 

After thinking it over for 24 
hours, the house reinstated its reg- 
ular copy in the News. 


[TOA Expansion 
Plans; Merger of 
3 Bodies Chills 


Talks about amalgamating the 
I.T.O.A., Allied and the M.P.T.O.A. 
into a national organization has 
chilled, and the I.T.O.A. is making 
plans to go ahead on its own. Idea 
is to expand the I.T.O.A. into a na- 
tional body, based on Congressional 


district lines, so that each Congres- 
sional district will have an exhib 
representative of the I.T.O.A. 

Suggestion of set-up is said to 
have been made first by Compli- 
ance Director Sol <A. Rosenblatt 
some time ago. Charles C. O’Reilly 
is reported to be mulling an invita- 
tion to join the I.T.O.A. in its ex- 
pansion program, and Harry Brandt, 
president of the organization, is 
planning a tour of the country, to 
be made shortly, for the purpose of 
lining up exhibs and local bodies 
for the I.T.O.A, 


TWO L. A. PIC HOUSES 
SWING OVER TO UNION 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Leimert, de luxe nabe 
by Dave Bershon in association with 
Fox West Coast, has gone union 
after being operated by unaffiliated 
booth help since it opened some 
years ago. 

Million Dollar (downtown) alse 
shifted back to the union fold dur- 
ing the week. Harry H. Popkin, 
who took over the house several 
months ago, eliminated the union 
projectionists and stage hands, but 
with a change in policy last week, 
in which stage shows were dropped, 
comes back into the union fold. 
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Baby Rose-Marie Set 


In Par ‘Broadcast’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Paramount has engaged Baby 
Rose Marie for ‘Big Broadcast’ 
which goes into production Jan. 16. 

Youngster meanwhile will do two 
weeks of personals opening at the 
Palace, Chicago, Dec. 21 with Proc- 
tor’s Newark following. Thence 
back to Hollywood. 


Court Reviews 
Monkey Wrench 
Suit Over F-WC 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Hearing of writ of review by 
which Marshall Theatres seeks to 
postpone the sale of Fox-West Coast 
Theatres bankrupt estate to Na- 
tional Theatres for approximately 
$17,000,000 until a Federal court suit 
involving the F-WC trustees shall 
have been decided, was slated for 
hearing before U. S. Dist. Judge 
William P. James today (Monday). 

Plea for review, filed by Attorney 
Jules Goldstone, was certified up to 
Federal Court together with a state- 
ment by Referee in Bankruptcy Earl] 
E. Moss justifying his challenged 
affirmation of the sale over two 
weeks ago. 

Action by Marshall Theatres was 
the only hitch in acceptance of pur- 
chase bid, which assures creditors 
100c. on the dollar, and is being at- 
tempted by Marshall Theatres as- 
sertedly to give latter time to pros- 
ecute an anti-trust conspiracy com- 
plaint against United Artists and 
F-WC trustees in connection with 
first run product difficulties for the 
San Francisco Orpheum. 

Hearing before Federal Judge 
James is expected to consume sev- 
eral days, because legal contentions 
are of an involved nature and lack 
legal precedent. O’Melveny, Tuller 
& Meyers represent the F-WC trus- 
tees. 











Modest Fees Allowed Par Trustees 
‘Attys. May Be Upped by Future Suits 





Although the fees as allowed by 
Federal Judge Goddard to the Par 
trustees and latter’s counsel, the 
Root firm, may be below expecta- 


tions, it is possible for the trustees 
and counsel to enhance these 
amounts they will receive ultimately 
as final from Paramount, through 
being continued in charge of pend- 
ing suits, even after reorganizations. 
The reorganization plan allows 
for this eventuality. Under the plan, 
presently pending suits arising out 
of the Par bankruptcy stay under 
control of the Par trustees, and not 
the new company, subject to the 
court’s approval, of course. Included 
in such suits among others is the 
bonus suit against officers and di- 
rectors and bankers of the old com- 
pany, besides the suit against offi- 
cers and directors of the old com- 
nany on the much mentioned stock 
repurchase guarantees. These suits 
involve alleged claims for millions. 
Final determination of these ac- 
tions could consume many months 
and take many months additionally 
for preparation. Consequently fees 
should be proportionately larger. 
Thus both trustees and counsel 
have the opportunity of enlarging 
possible final fees out of the Par 
ease. This leeway was provided by 
the reorganization people in order 
not to jeopardize the speedy reor- 
ganization of the company. Other- 
wise reorganization could have been 
stalled indefinitely unless it could 
be had without prejudice to any ac- 





tions which may be pending. 


Had the trustees and their coun- 
sel persisted successfully in their 
plans for the trial of the issues in 
these cases, Par reorganization 
could have been indefinitely put off. 
The reorganization people wanted 
to overcome this possible stumbling 
block and so allowed the suits even 
after reorganization to lie within the 
supervision of the trustees. 

Lawyers generally blinked when it 
was revealed that Federal Judge 
Goddard had allowed the Root firm 
only $175,000, although the firm had 
applied for interim allowances of 
$350,000. Further consternation 
broke loose among lawyers and oth- 
ers when it was shown that the 
trustees’ interim fees as allowed 
amount to $32,500 each, rather than 
the $100,000 each applied for. Trus- 
tees so concerned are Charles E. 
Richardson, Eugene Leake and 
Charles D. Hilles. 

Judge Goddard pointed out that 
trustees and their counsel in such 
situations are in a position of public 
trust, being in effect semi-public 
officers. 

His action may guide the applica- 
tion of fees which must be made 
some time in the future by the trus- 
tees in bankruptcy and counsel for 
the latter in the RKO company situ- 
ation. Irving Trust is trustee in 
that situation. 

Undoubtedly in view of Judge 
Goddard’s ruling lawyers will move 
with great deliberation when apply- 
ing for fees in such instances, in the 
future, as well as receivers and 





trustees. 
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Downtown Notcholders’ Committee 
And Attorneys Are Delaying Fox 
Met Reorg; Battle for Control 


Between attorneys and the downe _ 





town noteholders’ committee, the 


Fox Metropolitan theatre reorgani- 
zation has become a very much 


muddled business. 

In the meantime the noteholders’ 
committee are supposed to meet to- 
day (Tuesday) to consider a final 
setup on the plan. 

There is active outside competi- 

tion for control of the operating 
management of the circuit, This is 
linked seemingly to a_ possible 
change of ownership of the company 
assets. Warners is said to be in- 
volved. Si Fabian has been men- 
tioned as a_ possible choice of 
operator. 
Added to these conjectures, rife 
inside the trade as well as out, is 
the probable split-up of the note- 
holders’ committee. The latest 
proposed Fox Met reorganization 
plan does not show the name of 
Joseph Dixon, of the firm of 
Graham & Parsons. This leaves a 
committee of four only standing. 
These are Ernest Niver and Alvin 
Schlosser, of Halsey, Stuart; Max 
Horwitz, of Hallgarten; and Wil- 
liam Greve, of Allied Owners. The 
Halsey, Stuart representation is the 
largest. 

However, it has been inferred by 
some that even the Halsey, Stuart 


(Continued on page 61) 


GIVEAWAYS ON 
BOOM AGAIN 
IN DENVER 








Denver, Dec. 17. 
Giveaways are fast coming back 
in Denver. Apparently given 


knockout blows by both the code 
and the city ordinances, giveaways 
have bounded to the fore, 14 the- 
atres giving either premiums with 
admissions or are conducting draw- 
ings to determine the winners. 
Several theatres were ordered to 
stop grocery nights, bank nights, 
cash nights, ete., and those against 


whom the orders were issued are 
obeying them. Some who made 
the complaints are conducting 


giveaways, with some of the own- 
ers who did not sign the code try- 
ing to get those who did to file 
against them, 

Harry Huffman has resumed his 
weekly Ford giveaway in his eight 
theatres. His case was decided 
against him by the local code board, 
and is up on appeal. Huffman says 
that if the Code Authority orders 
him to stop he intends going inio 
Federal court and asking for ?n 
injunction. Huffman says it in- 
creased business in his eight hous*s 
from two to three times that other- 
wise expected, considering the pic- 
tures they were showing. Both his 
neighborhood houses and his thi:.!- 
run downtown house had standou(s, 








The Rivoli, a 15e houce with a 
stage show, is giving a turkey -:t 
every show. and is offering an 
Auburn sedan to be drawn for 
Christmas Eve. The Alpine gives 
$20 Saturday nights; the Bidecwee 


has a grocery night; the Jewel hos 
gift night; the Santa Ie has gro- 


eery and cookie night; the Wash- 
ington Park has eurrency nisht, 
and the Webber gives cutlery to 


the women three nights a weck. 
Several months ago the city ai- 

torney discovered givenways of any 

sort were in violation of city ordi- 





nances and amusement licenses, and 
ordered them stopped. Later ithe 
ordinance was repealed, and give- 
ways started again. 
Carolinas Favor ’Em 

The Carolinas have voted in favor 
of premium shows. This vote in 
North and Souih Carolina is the 
first plebiscite on premiums so far 
taken in any territory under the 
code. In thus refusing to eliminate 
premiums, North 11 South Caro- 
lina may prove ti ‘on lights of 
the film business ¢4 thot cuestion, 
Number of exhibitors in orth 


Carolina is given as around 300. 
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“intelligent, serious 
drama... gripping 
entertainment ...to 
be one of the sea- 
son’s most talked- 
about productions!” 


— Motion Picture Herald 
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“A dramatic offer- 
ing of highest merit 
... absorbing inten- 
sity...suspense which 
_will grip any audi- 
ence... this offering 
hits the bullseye!" 


—Daily Variety 















“Highly dramatic... 
splendidly acted... 
superbly directed... 
in this finely written 
story the acting 
stands with Obrill- 


lance! 
Showmen’s Round Table 


CARL LAEMMLE PRESENTS 


CLAUDE RAINS 


(**The Invisibte Man’’; 


JOAN BENNETT 


THE MAN WHO 

























“Fine and important 
picture ... Universal 
deserves great cre- 
dit...a picture that 6 
months from now 
will be far ahead of 
the pack... give it 
everything!” 

— Hollywood Reporter 


RECLAIMED 
HIS HEAD 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE with 


LIONEL ATWILL 


BABY JANE - HENRY O’NEILL 


Henry Armetta. .-... Lloyd Hughes. 
Bessie Barriscale = Carol Coombe 


 . Dicectod. KOWARD LUDWIG a ae Pca BART 
eer “breduced By RTR ehamice E. dr. 
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“POWERFUL DRAMA ...VIVIDLY HUMAN... SPLENDID CHARACTERIZATION 
-»-PROMISES TO TAKE RANK OF SEASON’S MOST DISCUSSED PICTURES”! 


| —Motion Picture Daily | 
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ollywood Productions 


Week of Dec. 17 


about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


(Pictures now filming, or 
D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Symbols are: 


by studios. 


CHAPLIN 
(United Artists) 


PRODUCTION No. & 


(12th week) 
D—Charles Chaplin 
A—Charies Chaplin 
C—Rollie Totheroh 

Ira Morgan 
Cast: 
Charlie Chaplin 

Paulette Goddard 

Carter DeHaven 

Henry Bergman 

Alan Garcia 

Norman Ainsley 

Tiny Sanford 

Dr. Cecil Reynolds 

COLUMBIA 

(3rd week) 
Dp—Victor Schertzinger 
A—Bradley King 

Gene Markey 
c—Joseph Walker 
Cast: 





D—Richard 
A—John Monk Saunders 


James Dunn 
Lyda Roberti 
Stuart Erwin 
Clift Bdwards 
Ned Sparks 
Arlene Judge 
George White 
Eleanor Powell 
Ruth Hart 
METRO 


ME 
‘West Point of the Air 


(6th week) 


Rosson 


J. K. MeGuiness 
Phillip Dunne 


C—Clyde DeVinna 
Cast: 


Wallace Beery 
Robert Young 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
James Gleason 
Russell Hardie 
Robert Taylor 
Robert Livingston 





D—Harry 
A—Philip Klein 








Harvey 
Carminati 
Janet Beecher 
Tala Birrel 
Hugh Williams 


Lilian 
Tullio 


Ferdinand Gottschalk 


Luis Alberni 
Claudia Coleman 
Virginia Hammond 
Gilbert Emery 


FOX 


‘Charlie Chan in Paris’ 


(5th week) 


D—Lew Seiler 
A—Phillip 


MacDonald 
Stuart Anthony 
Edward T. Lowe 
Ernest Palmer 


Cast: 


Warner Oland 
Mary Brian 
Thomas Beck 
Erik Rhodes 
Keye Luke 
Ruth Peterson 
Henry Kolker ~- 
John Miljan 
Murray Kinnell 
Minor Watson 
John Qualen 
Perry Ivins 
Dorothy Appleby 
‘One More Spring’ 
(Sth week) 


D—Henry King 
A—Robert Nathan 


Edwin Burke 


c—John Seitz 
Cast: 


Janet Gaynor 
Warner Baxter 
Walter King 
Jane Darwell 
Rosmary Ames 
Astrid Allwyn 
John Qualen 
Roger Imhof 
Nick Foran 
Stepin Fetchit 
‘EAST RIVER’ 


(3rd week) 
D—Irving Cummings 
A—Borden Chase 


Edward J. Doherty 


C—Hal Mohr 
Cast: 


Edmund Lowe 
Victor McLaglea 
Florence Rice 
Charles Bickford 
Marjorie Rambeauw 
George Regas 
Roger Imhof 
Siegfried Rumanna 
George Walsh 
Warner Richmond 
Olin Howland 
Jack Wallace 
James Donlan 
‘Dante's Inferno’ 
(3rd week) 
Lachman 


Robert Yost 


C—Rudolph Mate 
Cast: 


Spencer Tracy 

Claire Trevor 

Henry B. Walthall 

Alan Dinehart 

George Humbert 

Nick Foran 

Robert Gleckler 

Maidel Turner 

Joe Brown 

‘Juliet Buys a Son’ 

(Spanish) 

(3rd week) 


D—Louis King 
A—Martinez Sierra 


Honoria Maura 


C—Dan Clark 
Cast: 


Catalina Barcena 

Gilbert Roland 

‘The Little Colonel? 
(3rd week) 


D—David Butler 
A—Annie 


William Conselman 


C—Arthur Miller 
Cast: 


Shirley Temple 
Lionel Barrymore 
Evelyn Venable 
Bill Robinson 
Jane Darwell 
Hattie McDaniels 
John Lodge 
William Burress 
Nyanz Potts Jr. 
Avonne Jackson 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ 
(3rd week) 


D—George Marshall 
A—Walter B. Pitkin 


Lamar Trotti 


C—Harry Jackson 
Cast: 


Will Rogers 
Rochelle Hudson 
William Stelling 
George Barbier 
John Bradford 
Roger Imhof 
Slim Summerville 
Thomas Beck 
Jane Darwell 
Sterling Halloway 
Chartes Sellon 
Henry O'Neill 
Edgar Kennedy 
Richard CromwelN 
Jed Prouty 
Ruth Gillette 
‘George White's 1935 
Scandals’ 
(2d week) 


D—James Tinling 
A—Jack Yellen 


George White 
Sam Hellman 
Gladys Lehman 


C—George Schneider: 
Cast: 


Alice Faye 


Fellows Johnston 


Rosalind Russell 
Henry Wadsworth 
Mickey Rooney 
‘Vanessa, Her Love Story’ 
(6th 
D—William K. 
A—Hugh Walpole 
Lenore Coffee 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Helen Hayes 
Robert Montgomery 
Lewis Stone 
Otto Kruger 
May Robson 
Donald Crisp 
Agnes Anderson 
Henry Stephenson 
Dorothy Granger 
Jessie Ralph 
Violet Kemble-Cooper 
Lionel Belmore 
‘Town Talk’ 
(6th week) 
D—Robert Z. Leonard 
A—Lawrence Stallings 
Dale Van Every 
Herman J. Mankiewicz 
C—Charles Rosher 
Cast: 
Clark Gable 
Constance Bennett 
Stuart Erwin 
Billie Burke 
Henry Travers 
Katherine Alexander 
Henry Armetta 
Frank Mayo 
Harvey Stephens 
Herbert Bunston 
‘Reckless’ 
(4th week) 
D—Victor Fleming 
A—Oliver Jeffries 
P. J. Wolfson 
Joe Mankiewicz 
C—George Folsey 
Cast: 
Jean Harlow 
William Powell 
Franchot Tone 
May Robson 
Henry Wadsworth 
Henry Stephenson 
Nat Pendleton 
Ted Healy 
Rosalind Russell 
‘Only Eight Hours’ 
(4th week) 
D—George Seitz 
A—Theodore Reeves 
Michael Fessier 
Samuel Marx 
C—Lester White 
Cast: 
Chester Morris 
Virginia Bruce 
Billie Burke 
Donald Meek 
Robert Taylor 
Dorothy Peterson 
Mary Jo Mathews 
Johnny Hines 
Raymond Walburn 
Bobby Watson 


William Henry 
Henry Kolker 
Louise Henry 


‘Naughty Marietta’ 
(4th week) 
D—W. S. Van Dyke 
A—Victor Herbert 
Rida Johnson Young 
John Lee Mahin 
C—William Daniels 
Cast: 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Nelson Eddy 
Mary Doran 
Cecilia Parker 
Frank Morgan 
Kit Guard 
Eddie Brophy 
Akim Tamirofft 
Margaret Bloodgood 
Joseph Cawthorne 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Wings in the Dark’ 
(10th week) 
D—James Flood 
A—Nell Shipman 
Philip D. Hurn 
Dale Van Every 
Jack Kirkland 
Frank Partos 
Cast: 
- Myrna Loy 
Cary Grant 
Roscoe Karns 
Hobart Cavanaugh 
Dean Jagger 
Russell Hoptoa 
Lee Phelps 
Bert Hanlon 
James Burtis 
Arnold Korff 
Virgil Simmons 
Esther Michaelson 
Matt McHugh 
Julian Madison 
Rita Owen 
George MacQuarrie 
Mabel Forrest 
Graham McNamee 
Alfred Delcambre 
Samuel Hinds 
‘Caprice Espagnole’ 
(10th week) 
D—Josef Von Sternberg 
A—John Dos Passos 


David Hertz 
C—Josef Von Sternberg 
Cast: 

Marlene Dietrich 

Cesare Romero 


Lionel Atwill 

Ed Everett Horton 
Alison Skipworth 
Don Alvarado 
Tempe Pigott 
Lawrence Grant 
Luisa Espinal 
Edwin Maxwell 
Hank Mann 
Morgan Wallace 
‘Ruggles of Ked Gap’ 


PICTURES — 
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(ith week) 
D—Leo McCarey 
A—Harry Leon Wilson 

Harian Thompsoag 
Walter DeLeon 
C—Alfred Gilks 
Cast: 
Charles Laughtoa 
Mary Boland 
Charles Ruggles 
ZaSu Pitts 
Roland Young 
Leila Hyams 
Maude Eburne 
James Burke 
Lucien Littlefield 
Leota Lorraine 
Alice Ardell 
Del Henderson 
Baby LeRoy 
‘Rumba’ 

(6th week) 
D—Marion Gehring 
A—Guy Endore 

Howard Green 
C—Ted Tetzloff 
Cast: 

George Raft 

Carole Lombard 

Lynne Overman 

Margo 

Iris Adrian 

Monroe Owsley 

Gail Patrick 

Akim Tamiroft 

Rafael Corio 

Eldred Tidbury 

Samuel 8S. Hinds 

Virginia Hammond 

Solidad Giminez 


‘All The King’s Horses’ 
(5th week) 
D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Lawrence Clark 
Max Giersberg 
Frederick Stephani 
Herbert Fields 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cast: 
Carl Brisson 
Mary Ellis 
Ed Everett Horton 
Katherine DeMille 
Arnold Korff 
Marina Shubert 
Eugene Pallette 
‘Mississippi’ 
(5th week) 
D—Edward A. Sutherland 
A—Booth Tarkington 
Henry Myers 
Herbert Fielda 
Hugh Wiley 
C—Karl Struss 
Cast: 
Bing Crosby 
W. C. Fields 
Joan Bennett 
Gail Patrick 
Claude Gillingwater 
Queenie Smith 
John Miljan 
Stanley Fields 
Arthur Hoyt 
Harry Meyers 
The Cabin Kids 
Mollasses and January 
‘Stolen Harmony’ 


(ist week) 
D—Alfred Werker 
A—Vera Caspary 


Leon Gordon 
Harry Ruskin 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
George Raft 
Ben Bernie 
‘Win or Lose’ 
(ist week) 
D—Elliott Nugent 
A—Frank R. Adams 
Charles Brackett 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Joe Morrison 
George Burns 
Gracie Allen 
J. C. Nugent 
‘Car 99’ 
(ist week) 
D—Charles Barton 
A—Karl! Detzer 
Cc. Gardner 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Fred MacMurray 
Sir Guy Standing 
Ann Sheridan 
‘Milky Way’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Edward Sedgwick 
A—Lynn Root 
Harry Clork 
Doris Malloy 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Jack Oakie 
Lee Tracy 


Sullivan 


Gertrude Michael 
Roscoe Karns 
RADIO 
‘Roberta’ 
(4th week) 
D—William Seite: 


A—Jerome Kern 
Otto Harbach 
Jane Murfin 

C—Eddie Cronjager 

Cast: 

Irene Dunne 

Fred Astaire 

Ginger Rogers 

Helen Westley 

Victor Varconi 

Ferdinand Munier 

Randolph Scott 

‘Puzzle of the Pepper Tree’ 

(2nd week) 

D—Lloyd Corrigan 

A—Stuart Palmer 
Seton I. Miller 
John Twist 

C—Nick Musuraca 

Cast: 

Edna May Oliver 
James Gleason 
Spencer Charters 
Gregory Ratoft 
Gene Lockhart 
Sleep 'n’ Eat 
Dorothy Libaire 
Matt McHugh 
IHiarry Ellerbe 
‘Captain Hurricane’ 
(2nd week) 

D—John Robertson 

A—Sara Ware Bassett 
Josephine Lovett 

C—Luceien Andriot 

Cast: 

James Barton 
Helen Mack 
Henry Travers 
Helen Westley 
Gene Lockhart 
Donald Meek 
(PIONEER) 
‘Becky Sharp’ 
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Gerald Rackett Heads 
Coast S.MLP.E. Section 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Results of elections of Pacific 
Coast section of the Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Engineers puts Gerald 
Rackett of Technicolor in the post 
of chairman for 1935. Hollis Moyce 
will act as secretary-treasurer, Ken- 
neth Morgan and Will Harcus go on 
the board of managers. 

Meeting last week was mainly de- 
voted to discussion of plans for the 
forthcoming annual spring conven- 
tion of the SMPE, which will be 
held on the Coast in June. 








Harry Silverburg 
of NSS Burned in 


Lansing Holocaust 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 


Harry Silverburg of National 
Screen Service was the only man 
connected with the film business to 
be injured in the Lansing, Mich.. 
blaze last Tuesday, which complete- 
ly destroyed the Kerns hotel in the 
state capital. Silverburg was seri- 
ously burned and injured in trying 
to escape from the inferno, which 
took a toll of 57 lives and over 100 
injured. He is at present in the 
hospital at Lansing and reports are 
that he stands an even chance for 
recovery. 

Due to miraculous delay, Chester 
Bell of the Paramount Exchange in 
this district, escaped being trapped 
in the hostelry holocaust. Bell was 
to meet Silverberg at the Kerns, in 
fact Silverburg had registered for 
him in the register which was de- 
stroyed in the fire. A prolonged 
business appointment, fortunately, 
kept Bell too late to make Lansing 
that night. 

According to Frank Butterfeld, 
manager of the Strand, Lansing, 
this was the only theatrical casualty 
in the catastrophe, since most of 
the acts and professional people 
stop at either the Downey or Olds 
hotels. 

Erva Baye, 20-year-old New York 
nite club entertainer, who was ap- 
pearing at the Palais Royale, Lan- 
sing, was another guest of the hotel 
who was rescued by being carried 
down a ladder by a fireman. Her 
aunt, Mrs. J. Chaput, also escaped. 








Influx of British Pix a Comeback 
ance for Arty Sure-Seaters 








Home Offices’ Holiday 
Plans for Xmas, New Yr. 





New York home offices plan to 


keep open all day Saturday, Dec. 
22 and 29, and shut down on the 


Mondays before Xmas and New 
Year. Idea is to give employees 
a three day holiday for Christmas 
and New Year and make up for 
the Monday shutdown by working 
on Saturday which under the NRA 
is a closed day. Paramount has 
definitely decided on this plan and 
other companies are expected to 
follow suit, 





Anti-Throwaway 


Law Passed Over 
L. A. Mayor Veto 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
City council, in adoption of two 
ordinances last week, both aided 


and walloped exhibitors. By over- 
riding veto of Mayor Frank Shaw, 
and adopted by a vote of 10-5 an 
ordinance to regulate prosmiscuous 
distribution of handbills and other 
advertising literature, council has 
hit at picture houses which adver- 
tise their screen shows by means of 
throwaways, deposited on premises 
of homes, in autos, etc. 

By a 15-0 vote, city dads adopted 
an ordinance that permits theatres 
to increase size of marquees from 
a present limit of six feet to nine. 
This will enable houses to install 
triple billing lines, and will over- 
come much of the abbreviation that 
has been necessary on marquees of 
the style presently in use. 

Immediately upon passage of the 
ordinance, which was brought about 
after three weeks of work on part 
of W. H. (Bud) Lollier of Fox 
West Coast, circuit arranged to in- 
stall new marquees on its Ritz, Bel- 
mont, Westlake, Boulevard and 
North Hollywood houses. 








A—William Trackeray George Hayes ‘Mystery of Edwin Drood’ 
Dwight Taylor Kane Richmond (7th week) 
Francis Faragoh Eddie Featherstone D—Stuart Walker 

C—Ray Rennahan Josef Swickard A—Charles Dickens 

Cast: talph Lewis Leopold Atlas 
Miriam Hopkins Billy Belcher Bradley King 
Nigel Bruce Bill Millman C—George Robinson 
Mrs. Leslie Carter Jino Corrido Cast: 

Colin Tapley Jerry Frank Claude Rains 
Charles Richman Milburn Moranti Douglas Montgomery 
Alan Mowbray UNITED ARTISTS Heather Angel 
Elsie Ferguson (SAM GOLDWYN) David Manners 
George Hassell ‘Wedding Night’ Walter Kingsford 
Billie Burke (2nd week) George Ernest 
William Stack D—King Vidor Francis L. Sullivan 
May Beatty A—Edwin Knopf Valerie Hobson 
Charles Coleman Paul Green Zeflfie Tilbury 
G. P. Huntley Jr. Edith Fitzgerald J. M: Kerrigan 
Cedric Hardwicke C—Gregg Toland Veta Buckland 
RKO-PATHE Cast: Eisa Buchanan 
(ATHERTON) ‘ Anna Sten Ethel Griffies 
‘When a Man’s a Maa Gary Cooper Harry Cording 
2nd week) Helen Vinson ‘'T : i Lady’ 

D—Eddie Cline Ralph Bellamy —— ont ~ tl 

A—Harold Bell Wright Siegfried Rumann __. (3rd week) 
Agnes (. Johnston Leonid Snegoff D—Kdadie Bussell 
Frank Mitchell Dazey evn <i A—Octavus Roy Cohen 

C~-Frank B. Good (20in <ENTURY Wallace Smith 

« An . 7 ‘Sh ’ 

Cast: Follies Bergere Arthur Caesar 
George O’Brien (2nd week) C—Charles Stumar 
Dorothy Wilson D—Roy Del Ruth Cast: 

Paul Kelly Marcel Achard Henry Hull 
Jimmy Butler A—Rudolph Lothar Gene Raymond 
Hans Adler Frances Drake 


Harry Woods 
Richard Carlyle 
(MASCOT) 
‘The Phantom Empire’ 
(4th week) 


Cast: 


Bess Meredyth 
C—Barney McGill 


Maurice Chevalier 
Merle Oberon 


June Clayworthy 
Clark Williams 
Spencer Charters 


WARNERS 


pD—Ott 3 y ‘G 4 a? 

oer Gen eee See EE ea 
A—Wallace MacDonald ol tg ae D—Archie Mayo 

John Rathmell aS ae A—Bradford Ropes 
C—Ernie Miller Walter Byron Earl Baldw 

Bill Nobles Eric Blore Seay Baedie’ 

Nob 4 ‘ . —Tony Gaudio 

Cast: Ferdinand Munier ‘cuss 

: . “ ~ Cast 

Gene Autry Frank McGlynn Al Jolsen 

Frankie Darro Natalie Paley wohy ‘aeler 

Betsy King Ross Ferdinand Gottschalk Glenda Farrell 

Lester Burnett Gilbert Emery Helen Morgan 


William Moore 





(2nd week) 
Db—Lowell Sherman 


Philip Dare 


Benny Rubin 


Frank Glendon ‘Call of the Wild’ 3obby Connolly 
. — (ist week) eid ' 
Ed Peil D—Willia We Akim Tamiroft 
Jack Carlyle Ee ae ellman Patsy Kelly 
Jack Byron A—Jack London eee: ae Slept’ 
Ed Cobb Gene Fowler While the Patient Slep 
Dorothy Christy Leonard Praskins ; ’ (4th week) 
(MONOGRAM’ C—Unassigned D—Ray Enright : 
‘Great God Go'd* Cast: A—Mignon G. Eberhardt 
(2nd week) Clark Gable ; Robert Lee 
D—Arthur Lubin UNIVERSAL San ee 
A—Albert J. Meserow ‘The Good Fairy’ wet ge 
Eleanor Dalkart (lith week) Guy Kibbes : 
Norman Houston D—William Wyler 13 ie . Ibot 
C—Milton Krasner A—Ferenc Molnar Pat P a Ell 
Cast: Preston Sturges i] Je cine 
Sidney Blackmer Hans Kraly Helen 1 a 
Martha Sleeper C—Norbert Brodine Tee 
Gloria Shea Cast Dorothy sree 
Regis Toomey Margaret Sullavan oo = eee 
Edwin Maxwell Herbert Marshall H aicpaly "y Neill. = 
Ralph Harolde Frank Morgan ve sell Hie k 
Maria Alba Reginald Owen Walter Waike 
John T. Murray Hugh O'Connell > ; r'¢ = esesuind 
(SENNETT) Phyllis Ludwig page A sen 
‘The Lost City’ Anne Darling maete: Samer 
(Serial) Alene Carroll ‘OU for Lamps of China’ 
(2nd week) Alan Hale (Ist week) 
D—Harry Revier Matt McHugh D—Mervyn LeRoy: 
A—PBen Cohen Luis Alberni \—Alan Tisdale Hobart 
Robert Dillon Jane Withers Laird Doyle 
C—Eddie Linden Beulah Londi C—Sol Polito 
Roland Price Dick Winslow Cast: 
Cast Frank Mora George Fr 
Bill Boyd Josep Pei Josephine Hu : 
Claudia Dell Eric Biore J 1 Eldredge 


Arty theatres are on the way 


back—and strong. For the first time 
since talking pictures and foreign 


language films sounded the death 
knell of strictly artistic pix, the U. 
S. has suddenly become conscious of 
sure-seater bookings for out of the 
ordinary pictures and more such 
spots are opening up throughout the 
country. 

British pictures are largely the 
answer to the new situation, since it 
gives the minnie theatres product 
to fall back on. There have been 
only about a dozen or so films made 
in Hollywood during the past year 
or so which are considered good for 
arties, with the cinemas compelled 
to rely on foreign language films for 
the rest of the program. When Ger- 
man films went out of fashion a bit 
over two years ago, it practically 
killed the foreign language market 
potentialities, because not enough 
other language production which 
meant anything was available for 
the U. S. Recently, however, with 
the improvement of quality of Brif- 

(Continued on page 61) 


COMERF'D-PAR 
IN SETTLEMENT 


The Comerford circuit cannot en- 
gage in new theatrical activities in 
any of the towns in which it 
operates for a period of 25 years. 








This is agreed to by the Comer- 
fords on insistence of the Par 
trustees in settling a controversy 


between these Pennsylvania opera. 
tors and Paramount under a cone 
tract of Dec. 31, 1932, when Par 
made a new deal against the ree 
maining purchase price of the cire 
cuit it was unable to satisfy. 

Under the settlement reached, the 
Comerfords continue in manage- 
ment control of the 61 theatres of 
the chain, all but two of which are 
located in Pennsylvania. This cir- 
cuit under the original purchase 
agreement of 1930 was sold to Par. 
It was to be paid for as follows: 

Cash of $6,018,940; assumption of 
mortgages and other obligations, 
$3,869,489; unsecured notes of Par 
$422,000 and secured notes of Tar, 
payable over a period of 11 years, 
$5,970,800. 

Under an option, Par elected to 
secure the notes by pledging stocks 
of subsidiaries formed at that time 
to take title to 59 properties in 
Pennsylvania, with subs setup at a 
stock capitalization of $1,100,000 
and Par required to assume mort- 
gages and other encumbrances on 
the theatres conveyed to it. 

On Dec. 31, 1932, Par owed Com- 
erford $5,682,621, represented largely 
by serial notes then due. Under 
the contract written on this date 
when Par could not go through o1 
purchase, Par formed a new com- 
pany known as Penncom and 
transferred to it all the stocks of 
the 1930 subsids and of a New York 


subsid controlling two houses in 
that State, plus all claims against 
these companies. 


In satisfaction of Par indebted- 
ness to Comerford, Par gave Comer- 
ford all of the ‘A’ preferred stock of 
Penncom, having a par value of 
$5,533,000 and one-half of the com- 
mon stock, worth $1,000, plus $148,- 
540 in notes. Par kept the ‘B’ pre- 
ferred of Penncom, which had a 
par value of $6,274,900 and 50% of 
the common. 

Controversy on this deal, settled 
under the agreement reached, arose 
over whether transfer of stock and 
notes of Penncom to Comerford con- 
stituted a voidable preference. The 
transfer was within four months of 
Par’s bankruptcy, or after the trans- 
fer period had elapsed in bank- 
ruptey. Comerford 
transfer did not create 


contended = th: 


a preference 





and Special Master John FE. Joyes 
in his recommendations, pointed out 
that fairly reasonable tention 
existed both ways 

Under the comp merou 
other changes are made as agail 
the De 31, 1932 conti in ad 
tion to rictin Comerford ex- 
pansior 

tnd con ( Par has a 
film fy With the Comerford 
leircuit for 10 vear from Dec, 31, 
\ 932. 


ee eteeeibaiedined 


~© 


2 = ~ 
SET EP SPOTS 


ete 





ae 


mer or oo 


P 


SIE 


pe 


—— 





@ 


DE ELAR EE PRIS REE 


NATIONWIDE HOLIDAY: WEEK 
PRESENTATION. IN KEY CITIES 
BACKED BY NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
OF FULL AND HALF-PAGE ADVER- 
TISEMENTS IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
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- THE MOST EAGERLY AWAITED - 
“a.PRODUCTION IN YEARS -GOMES— 
‘THIS HOLIDAY SEASON TO GLORIFY — 
“THE SCREEN AND. GLADDEN. 

~ THE. HEARTS OF MILLIONS. 


SIR JAMES M. BARRIE’S 


THE LITTLE 
MINISTER 


JOHN BEAL x” ALAN HALE 


DIRECTED BY RICHARD WALLACE % A PANDRO S. BERMAN PRODUCTION 
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(Continued from page 6) 
port of net profit equivalent to 
$31.26 a share on preferred com- 
pared with $8.60 per share in 1933, 
Corporation report was for year 
ended August 31. 

Trading figures for week showed 
that four of the 12 most active 
issues on stock exchange were 
amusement stocks. Loew’s com- 
mon, Paramount certificates, Radio 
Corporation and Radio preferred B 
fell into this category. 

But the wide swings, both up- 
wards and down, in Radio B 
attracted largest amount of atten- 
tion. After jumping to a new 1934 
peak at 46 previous ‘week, this pre- 
ferred stock started to decline on 
Monday of last week, The slump 
was resumed on vast volume Tues- 
day, price of Radio B falling to 
38% before meeting support, It 
rallied to above 41 on following day, 
and uptrend was continued Thurs- 
day when stock went'to 44%. But 
it fell back again on Friday. To 
make cycle complete, Radio B again 
forged ahead on big volume Satur- 
day to finish week at 44%, off less 
than a point on week. More than 
101,000 shares of this preferred 
stock exchanged hands, 

Radio Preferred A slipped back 
early in week, but on Saturday it 
jumped ahead to a new high at 
65%, closing week with a gain of 
1% points. Volume was about four 
times as great Saturday as an pre- 
vious trading days. 

While preferred issues were active 
in this manner, Radio common was 
doing a virtual nose dive. Weak 
most of past week, it drooped 
heavily in final session on large 
volume and wound up at 5, where it 
was off 1% points. 

Erratic action of Radio B was 
blamed on various rumors and in- 
terpretations of recapitalization 
plans. Early week reports were 
rated as being not so favorable for 
Preferred B stock but later develop- 
ments indicated that such reports 
were brought forth to shunt stock 
down. At least the manner in 
which this issue acted later in week 


showed that Radio B holders would 
not be overlooked in a new realign- 
ment, Traders apparently con- 
sidered present plans as being 
highly beneficial to preferred issue 
holders and affecting common stock- 
holders a bit adversely. 

RKO also was active Friday on 
prospects of a new line-up. It 
climbed to 2%, first time it has gone 
this high in many months. Stock 
dropped back to 2% at close, for a 
fractional gain on week.- 


Eastman Sloppy 


Eastman Kodak common was sold 
heavily on Saturday after being 
sloppy all week. It closed on bot- 
tom at 108% for a loss of 3%. Uni- 
versal preferred also dropped off 
badly near close to wind up at 38%, 
where it was down 4% points, West- 
inghouse preferred, on the other 
hand, was strong. It closed on top 
at 90% for a two-point gain. 

Pathe A, which earlier in week 
had fallen to 13, closed at 13% for 
a loss of one point. Warner Brothers 
preferred held fairly steady with 
some increase in activity. It was 
off a quarter at close at 22%. 

Amusement liens were generally 
strong, Paramount bonds going to 
new highs for the year with excep- 
tion of Paramount-Broadway 5%s. 
Paramount-Famous-Lasky 6s made 
a new top at 65% and closed at 65 
for a gain of three points. Cer- 
tificates of same made a new peak 
at same figure and wound up at 
64%, where they were up 3% points. 
Paramount-Publix 5%s also ran up 
to a new 1934 top at 65%, finishing 
week at 64% for an advance of 
three points. Certificates of same 
made a high at same figure and 
were up 2% points at close of 64%. 
Paramount-Broadway bonds closed 
on top at 44%, for a fractional gain. 

Keith 6s rose to 67 on Saturday 
where they closed for an advance 
of two points. Loew 6s finished 
week at year’s high of 105 for a net 
gain of half a point. Warner 
Brothers 6s were off fractionally at 
59%. Same was true of Pathe 7s 
which closed at 99. 





Summary for Week Ending Saturday, December 15: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





Net 
High. Low Sales. Issue and rate, High Low. Last. chg. 
Tt 2% 1,900 American Seat....cccsceces eeece 5% 5 5% + *% 
41% 21% 1,600 Col. P. vtec. (1)%....... - 89% 87% 38% — % 
a 1% 1,600 Consol. Film.......... 44 4 4% —-h 
1954 10% 7,100 Consol, Film pfd (2)¢t. - 18% 17% 18% + % 
116% vil) 5,000 Eastman Kodak (4)§.. 112% 108% 108% —3% 
147 120 Tae 2G, Ws A op.0 0.0 pe geese 142 142 142% — % 
17% R14 5,800 Fox Class A...ccccoes ~~ ae 13 13% —% 
25% 16% 47,500 Gen. Blec. (G0c)...--ccccccccess 2 19% 19% —- % 
37 20% 64,200 Loew (EBs... cccccecccucesccess 86% 84% 35% -—1 
105 72 800 Do. PEGS (B46)... ce ccccccccvecece 104% 103% 104 -% 
7 2% 4,000 Madison Sq. Garden......e.e0e 61% 5% 5% +% 
27% 21 200 Met-GM pf. (1.80)... cccccccce 27% 27% 27% +% 
5% 1% 63,500 Paramount ctfS.......cccceces ° b% 2 3% + % 
4% ly 6,300 Pathe Exchange......cccccceces 1% 1% + % 
24%, 10% 3,600 Pathe Class A...see.ee eccececcs 14% 13 13% -1 ; 
9% 4° 191,000 Radio COrp.....ceccccssecsseees 6% 4% 5 -1% 
5516 23% 5,800 Radio pfd A. .ccccccccccccevese 155% 52 55% +1% 
46 15 101,900 Radio Pf4° B...cccccveses ecacee 5% 38% 4% =$j—% 
4\4 1% 85,800 RKO  ...ccccccccccccccccescecce 2% 1% 2% + % 
46', 16% 30 Universal pfd....ccceee eccccscee 42% 38% 38% —4% 
8% 2% 15,100 Warner Bros....e.eesees eve AM 4% 4% -—% 
81% 15 favo Te. BOG. caivarces bom s6oseneeeeve 23% 21 22 —-% 
47% 7% 20,300 Westinghouse ...ceccessecneces 35% 32 33™ —1 
95 82 1140 Do. pid (BY). ccccccccccesccesses Vy 88% 90% 42 


-— 


* Plus stock extras. + New 1934 high. 


t Paid this year on account of accumula- 





tions, § Plus extra dividend. { Unit of trading, 10 shares, 
CURB 
14% 7% See FOCRRICON «ose say vercccdecsace 13% 13 13 — % 
B's 1% 900 Transium (9D6)*.....ccccccncces a 2 2% +h 
- BONDS 
13 3% $1,000 Gen. Thea. Ha. °40.....cccoce ee 9% She R34 — %& 
2 51 to eB ee Se SP RPrTTTe rere 67 651% 67 +3 
105 85 46.000 Ticee: Ge, . “Sis c.s 6ctoss cacecece 105 104% 105 + % 
47 80 21,000 Par-Broadway 5%s, "5Sl....cecee 44% 43% 44% + & 
6514 2914 218,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, '47......+. - t65% 61% 65 +3 
651, 28ly ZO8.OOO DO. CRIB: 6s 606 csc kseeacesccaen 465% 61 64% +3% 
65% 29% 445,000 Par-Pub, 5%s, '50.....cceee see T65% 60% 64% +3 
651g 20 312,000 Do, ctfs....... deaucedas ° ° 4 61 64% -+2% 
100 &5 23,000 Pathe 78, °B7..c..ccccceee 99 99 —% 
41 18% 18,000 RKO debs Ge... cccccccccecs 34 36 -—- % 
67 40% 69,000 Warner Bros. 6s, 59 59% —- % 
PRODUCE EXCHANGE, N. Y. 
eee eee GG PI 665-45. 0h0s0 eve dasess cen 3% 2% 3% + % 
OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 
Bid Asked 
20% ) Col, Bdcast A (3)fex.......... © ese eee eco eee 
4 i Col, Pict. Pieces ccccvessecsce eee ose eee 
101 - a eee oe Pe TS Bs Fen oie ce ceccccces e e @ee0 
* Paid this year, t+ New 1934 high. tIncludes extra dividend. Mx 50% stock 


and cash dividends, 
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CULVER CITY. CALIF. 
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RATES *+*&kk* FOR THEIR 
FOOD (NOT WINCHELL). 

—POLLY MORAN 
P. S—THAT BREAKFAST IDEA 
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BOOTHMEN’S. PRIMARY 
ELIMINATES ELECTION 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Landslide vote for re-election of 
the present group of officers of Pro- 
jectionists’ local 150, International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em 
ployees, in primary balloting elimi- 
nates necessity of holding final elec- 
tion Xmas day. 

Officers of the union for 1935 are: 
President, Earl C. Hamilton; secre- 
tary-treasurer, M. J. Sands; busi- 
ness representative, R. L. Haywood; 
assistant business representative, T. 
W. Armentrout. J. B. Kenton was 
overwhelmingly elected v.p. 

Elected to the executive board 
were W. G. Crowley, W. H. Fife, 
J. A. Ester, L. B. Mitchell, and E. L. 
Robbins. Board of trustees includes 
Cc. W. Offer, E. B. Oleon, B. J. 
Pointer and H, C. Smith, 
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Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Theatre of Broadcasts, Inc.; picture 
theatres, radio broadcasting, etc.; capital 
stock, 1,200 shares, no par value. Florence 
M. Lifschitz, Max J. Herman and Harry 
S. Gould, all of 621 Fifth avenue, New 


York. 

Jewish Radio Program Service, Inc.; 
generai radio broadcasting business; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Betty Bernstein, Samuel Salzman and 
a Savage, all of 1441 Broadway, New 
ork, 

Cousins Theatre Corp.; amusement 
places of all kinds; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Jos. Wolowich, 
1675 Sterling place; Rose Kaplan, 1111 
President street, and Mollie Singerman, 
163 Ocean avenue, all of Brooklyn. 

Drama Holding Corp.; operate the- 
atres of all kinds; capital stock, $500. 
Betty Finkelstein, Kate Heichman and 


Edna Schiein, all of 270 Madison avenue, | 


New York. 
Piper Paid, Ine.; realty, 

business; capital stock, 100 shares, no 

par value. Frank Rice, 1501 Broadway; 

Frank Hicks, Hotel President, and Caro- 

Ene. menete, 545 Fifth avenue, all of New 
ork, 


The Year ’Round Productions, Inc.; 
stage plays, vaudeville, etc.; capital 
stock, $300. Syd Comparte, Nathan 


Witkin and Jacob IL Weinfeld, all of 
1501 Broadway, New York. 

Not for Love Corp.; theatrical busi- 
ness; capital stock, 200 shares—100 pre- 
ferred and 200 common, no par value. 
Shepard Traube, 229 West 42d street; 
Alma Gluck, 70 West 40th street, and 
Sidney B. Cohn, 7@ West 40th street, 
all of New York. 

Portrait of Gilbert, Inc.; picture the- 
atres; capital stock, $20,000. Nathan 
Stieglitz, Irving Friedman and Anne G. 
Leiter, all of 1619 Broadway, New York. 

Comar Plays Corp.; films, etc.; capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Samuel 


D. Cohen, Irwin Margulies and Harold 
‘ Creare. all of 1540 Broadway, New 
ork. 


M. P. Stein, Inc.; musical instruments; 
capital stock, $20,000. Earle R. Light- 
bourne, 164-36 108th drive, Jamaica; 
Myrtle B. Spoerl, 1716 Menahan street, 
Brooklyn, and Ruth Meyer, 2202 East 
Seventh street, Brooklyn. 

Weeks & Dickinson, Inc;. musical in- 
struments; capital stock, 2,000 shares, no 
par value. Edwin R. Weeks, 48 River- 
side drive; Giles H. Dickinson, 42 River- 
side drive, and Grace J. Weeks, 48 
Riverside drive, all of Binghamton. 

Imperial Broadcasting Corporation of 
London; radio broadcasting business; 
capital stock, 500 shares, no par value. 
Leonard Plugge, Waldorf-Astoria; 
Clarence M. Davis and Josephine H. 
ee 342 Madison avenue, all of New 

ork. 

Suburban Broadcasting Corp.; broad- 
casting business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Henry G. Hauck, 
38-20 Crescent st Long Island City; 
Francois B. Daly, 22 Dorothy court, Mer- 
rick, I. I., and Albert W. Sibek, 4114 
68th street, Woodside, L. I. 

Barfor Productions, Inc.; theatricals; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Irene Levine, Sylvia Wolf and Fred Rus- 
sell, all of 44 Court street, Brooklyn. 

Hempstead Association of Commerce 
-; pictures, amusement 
devices; capital stock, $500. John Hil- 
Nard, 59 Parsons drive; Eugene W. Gar- 
rison, 19 Maryland avenue, and Maxmil- 
lian R. Johnke, 40 Ormond street, all 
of Hempstead. 

Hollywood Sportland, Ine.; operate gal- 
leries and _ sportlands; capital stock, 
$20,000. Carl Schaeffer, Jean c. 
Zernoske and Hyman Schwartzberg, all 
of 1457 Broadway, New York. 

Murray rp.; promote boxing 
exhibitions, football games, etc.; capital 
stock, 200 shares, no par value. Charles 
J. Murray and Jennie F. Murray, 62 
Starin avenue, and Alice H. Murray, 20 
Hedley place, all of Buffalo. 

Pisch Equipment Corp.; motion pic- 
ture apparatus; capital stock, $56,000. 
Charles Ross, 1420 Hollywood avenue, 
Bronx; Charles Pfeiff, 131-25 229th 
street, Laurelton, I. L, and Mervyn W. 
Palmer, 468 Riverside drive, New York. 

Majestic Theatre of Ridgewood, Inc.; 
theatricals; capital stock, $2,500. Fannie 
Livoti, Anthony M. Livoti and Caspar 
le all 6f 151 Halleck avenue, Ridge- 
wood, 

Belvedere Theatre eof Ridgewood, Inc.; 
theatricals; capital stock, $2,500; same 
as above. 

Grandview Theatre of Ridgewood, Inc.; 
theatricals; capital stock, $2,500; same 
as above. 

Dissolutions 

Film Securities Corp.; filed by Mudge, 
Stern, Williams & Tucker, 20 Pine street, 
New York. 

Alecha Amusement Corp.; ftled by 
Nathan Feldman, 11 West 42nd street, 
New York. 

Change of Capital 

First Division Exchanges, Inc.; 1,200 
shares, no par value, reduced to 1,000 
shares, no par value; filed by Phillips 
& Nizer, 1501 Broadway, New York. 

Floralbell Amusement Corp.; 6,850 
shares—3,850 preferred $100 and 3,000 
common, no par value, reduced to 3,950 
shares—3,850 preferred $100 and 100 
common, no par value; filed by 
Schechter, Lotsch & Sulzberger, 500 Mfth 
avenue, New York. 

Change of Name 
From Showmen’s Round Table, Inc., to 





theatrical | 





Bombing Sabotage iar Prov, and Ha 


Prompts Op. Union to Offer Rewards 





Providence, Dec, 17. 

Hired thugs were being sought 
by authorities here in connection 
with the bombings at the Capitol 
theatre, Pawtucket, operated by 
E. M. Loew, New England chain 
theatre man. The Pawtucket the- 
atre was bombed early Wednesday 
about the same time two other New 
England theatres, the Majestic and 
the Tremont in Boston, were dam- 
aged by time bombs. 

The time bomb was placed in the 
projection booth of the Pawtucket 
house. It exploded at 3 a.m., the 
house watchman the only person in 
the theatre at the time. He was not 
injured. 

The management rushed repairs 
so that house could reopen that 
same night, but Pawtucket officials 
refused to give theatre a permit 
until building was made absolutely 
safe. The house lost one day, finally 
reopening Thursday night. 

Official investigation revealed that 
a nearby hydrant had been tam- 
pered wich. iureads of the hydrant 
had been so damaged that it would 
have been impossible to connect 
hose lines there had the bomb start- 
ed a serious fire in the theatre. 

Loew has suffered a great deal 
through bombing outrages. He op- 
erates three other theatres in this 
district, and with one exception 
they all have figured in some sort 
of trouble indirectly laid to labor 
difficulties. 

State police and other local agen- 
cies are working on the outrage. 
Boston detectives have made sev- 
eral trips here in an effort to link 
the Hub affairs with the Pawtucket 
bombing. 

Because of certain charges Loew 
is alleged to have made in the Bos- 
ton press, Pawtucket officials have 
given the Boston chain theatre man 
permit for one week only, and in- 
vestigation is now under way to 
shift Loew’s allegations. Story in 
Boston paper contained a statement 
ascribed to Loew to the effect that 
Pawtucket afforded little protection 
to theatre men, and that ‘Pawtucket 
city officials were crooked.’ 

So incensed were Pawtucket of- 





Showmen’s Tradé Review, Inc.; filed by 
Gettinger & Gettinger, 1501 Broadway, 
New York, 
Change of Directors, Character 
and Purposes 
Associated Music Publishers, Inc. 
Change of Directors, Powers 
and Route 
First Division Exchanges, 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Westlake Park Theatre Corp.; to hold 
property; capital, 1,000 shares, par $1, 
permitted to issue all. Directors: 
Charies P. Skouros, Charles A. Buckley, 
P. R. Kent, Albert W. Leeds, John B. 


Ine. 


Bertero, F. L. Metzler. 
Certificate of dissolution: Southern 
California Newspapers Associated, Los 


Angeles. 

Freeman-Morris-Frankel Agency, Inc.; 
capital, 2,500 shares, no stock subscribed. 
Directors: Phil Morris, Irving a 
Frankel, Freeman, all of Beverly 


Hills, 
OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma City. 
RKO Pathe Distributing 


All 


Withdrawal: 
Corp., Delaware. 


JUDGMENTS 








(First name is that of the debtor; 
judgment taker and amount follows.) 

Fanchon Royer Pictures, Ine.; Mon- 
tauk Holding Co., Inc.; $137. ; 

Willard Mack; Century Play Co., Inc.; 


Protex Pictures $ J. G. Paine, 
for E. B. Marks Music Co.; $1,818. 
Hal Olver; B. Martinez; $435. 
PP ad Arno; Hotel Waldorf-Astoria; 





Chi Anti-Premiums Still Seek 
Necessary 40 Votes to Kill Gifts 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Campaigning going on over the 
giveaway question. Premium com- 
panies are canvassing theatres try- 
ing to keep the indie exhibs from 
signaturing the no-premium ballot 
while Allied association key men are 
working hard to secure the sufficient 
75% indie exhib vote to do away 
with gift dishes once and for all. It 
appears that the Allied campaign is 
going to come out victorious with 
vote after vote showing a reversal 
on the part of the indie houses from 
gift nights to non-gifting. From 
present trend the town should be 
clear of premiums by the end of 
January, 


Great bulk of votes are in for the 








- 


killing off of gratis kitchenware but 
there are still 40 votes necessary be- 
fore the code board can declare the 
premium thing completely dead. 
These 40 votes constitute the die- 
hards among the necessary 287 ex- 
hibs voting on the premium question 
but the no-gift vote is adding up 
daily, slowly, but with certainty. 








ficials by story that they threatened 
to revoke Loew's permit to operate 
the Capitol. Loew, appearing be- 
fore City Council committee, denied 
making statement. The committee 
voted to give Loew benefit of the 
doubt and issued temporary license 
until case could be aired. Officials 
have summoned Ralph Boyer of the 
Boston paper to attend hearing 
later this week, and they intimate 
that if the newspaperman can back 
up his story, Loew will not be able 
to renew his license under any 
conditions. 


Boston Sabotage 
Boston, Dec. 17. 


In Boston the Tremont and Ma- 
jestic theatres, within two blocks of 
each other on Tremont street, were 
blasted between 4 and 5 a.m. last 
Wednesday. Both are operated by 
Fred E. Lieberman, of Lowell, Mass., 
under Greater Boston Theatres, Inc. 
Majestic, formerly a Shubert legit 
house, had been open only a few 
days, since Dec. 7. Tremont had 
been under Lieberman operation 
since last August. 

At the same time bombs exploded 
in the Capitol theatre on Union 
street, Lynn, Mass., and the Capitol 
theatre on Main street, Pawtucket, 
R. I. These are operated by E. M. 
Loew of Boston; no connection with 
Loew’s, Inc. Only a few hours later 
another E. M. Loew house, the Day 
Square, Somerville, Mass., caught 
fire in the balcony, near the projec- 
tion booth, causing serious damage. 
Officials at the Loew office blamed 
‘sewer gas’ for the Lynn explosion 
and ‘defective wiring’ for the Som- 
erville fire. No explanation for the 
Pawtucket explosion, but Loew told 
Boston police that he had theatres 
bombed before in Rhode Island, as 
result of alleged labor difficulties. 

Tremont theatre front lobby en- 
tirely wiped out and plate glass in 
adjacent buildings shattered by the 
explosion there. Bomb was placed 
in box office and fortunately no one 
was passing by at the time. Three 
men, working in auditorium, were 
not injured. Through the coopera- 
tion of city and state officials, this 
house was opened at 11:15, less than 
three hours behind schedule on same 
day (12). Damage here estimated 
at $2,000. 

The mass bombing drew a state- 
ment from Governor Ely, condemn- 
ing racketeering methods, and at 
the same time local, state and fed- 
eral authorities launched an investi- 
gation, 

Boston film business everywhere 
estimated at least 25% off last week- 
end as result of bombings. 


Worcester, Dec. 17. 


Bombing of four New England 
theatres last week caused extra 
precautions to be taken by houses 
here. There was no trouble, but po- 
lice kept rigid watch on all theatres 
and questioned suspicious persons. 
Managers combed their houses after 
each performance, especialy in 
small rooms, basements and boiler 
rooms. 

Worcester’s last trouble was three 
years ago with the operators’ 
unions. 





The public is being recruited to 
aid in curbing the stench bomb evil, 
long a problem. A reward of $2,500 
has been voted by Allied Motion Pic- 
ture Operators for information or 
other assistance leading to the ar- 
rest of anyone responsible for leav- 
ing stench fluid in theatres. 

Allied operators’ union has pre- 
pared a trailer to be exhibited in all 
such houses, carefully worded so 
that the problem of stenching will 
not have the effect of scaring pa- 
trons away from the theatres. In 
this connection it points out that the 
stench fluid is not harmful to people. 

On top of much trouble over 
stenching in New York, during the 
past week some New England 
houses were bombed, including two 
in Boston, independently operated, 
and one each in Lynn and Spring- 
field, operated by E. M. Loew. 
3ombing was attributed to union 
booth troubles, 
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BRIGHT EYES 


with 
JAMES DUNN 


Produced by Sol M. Wurtzel 


Directed by David Butler. Screen play by William 
Conselman. Story by David Butler and Edwin Burke 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Office: 
Harold Auten 1540 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Charming film from Anthony play, with femme 
appeal. Dir. Basil Dean. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 6. 
Biaue von Himmel, Dos (Ger). Musical romance. Martha Eggert. Dir. 
Victor Jarson. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1, 
End of the World (‘Fin du Monde’ (Fr). Scientific dream based on Flammarion 
novel. Dir. Abel Gance. 65 mins. Rel. April 15. 
Es war Einmal Ein Walzer (German). Musical romance with Lehar music. 
Martha Eggerth. Dir. Victor Jansen. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 
Loyalties (British). Drama from the Galsworthy play. Dir. Basil Dean, 70 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 30. 
Melo (German). Sensitive study of psychological difficulties. Elisabeth Berg- 
ner. Dir. Paul Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 6. 
Poll de Carotte (Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. .1 Rev. Dec. 20. 
Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New York, N. Y. 


Curtain Falis, The. Old actress impersonates aunt of a wealthy family io 
make old age secure. Proves a good genius. Henrietta Crosman. Dir. 
Chas. Lamont. 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1, 


Fugitive Road. An Austrian-Italian border story. 


Autumn Crocus (British). 


Erie von Stroheim, Wera 


ors, Leslie Fenton. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 
Ov. 20. 
One in a Million. Department store background for a love story. Chas. Star- 


rett, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Frank Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Port of Lost Dreams. Tragedy along the waterfront and on the tuna fisheries. 
Wm. Boyd, Lola Lane, Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Oct. 15. 


Offices, 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


John Mack 
61 mins. Rel. 


Scudio: Gower at Sunset, : 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia 


Against the Law. Gangster mixup with an ambulance crew. 
Brown, Sally Blane, Arthur Hohl. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 
Oct. 25. 

Among the Missing. Wealthy old lady does a Haroun al Raschid and enjoys 
herself hugely in the underworld before she returns to her family. Rich- 
ard Cromwell, Henrietta Crosman, Billi Seward. Dir. Al. Rogell. 71 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Behind the Evidence. Newspaper man smokes out a master mind, 
Foster, Donald Cook, Sheila Mannors. Dir. Lambert Hilyer. 


Broadway Bill. Race track story based on one of Mark Hellinger’s yarns. 


Norman 


Myrna Loy, Warner Baxter. Dir. Frank Capra. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 
8. Rev. Dec. 4. 
Best Man Wins, The. Edmund Lowe, Jack Holt in a familiar outline. Flor- 


ence Rice as the girl. Dir. Earle Kenton, Rel. Jan. 5. 

Captain Hates the Sea, The. Riotous nautical comedy of a mixed passenger 
list. Victor McLaglen, Wynne Gibson, Alison Skipworth, John Gilbert. 
Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel, Oct. 22. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Call to Arms. Willard Mack, Sheila Mannors, Esther Ralston. 
Mack. Rel. Jan. 12. 

Carnival. Lee Tracy, Sally Eilers, Jimmy Durante. 

Defense Rests. Story of a lawyer who defended gangsters. Jack Holt, Jean 
Arthur Dir. Lambert Hillier. 70 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 21. 

Fugitive Lady. Innocent girl, sentenced to prison, finds a haven and love. 
Neil Hamilton, Florence Rice. Dir. Al. Rogell. 48 mins. Rel, Oct. 25. 
Rev. Dec. 10. 

Girl In Danger. ‘Inspector Trent’ story of a lost emerald. 
Shirley Grey. Dir. D. Ross Lederman, 61 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. 
Nov. 6 

fli Fix It. Political fixer discovers he can’t fix love. 
Winnie Lightner. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 69 mins, 
Nov. 20. 


Dir. Willard 


Dir. Walter Lang. 


Ralph Bellamy, 
Rev. 


Jack Holt, Mona Barrie, 
Rel, Oct. 13. Rev. 


Jealousy. Jealous prize fighter has a vivid dream while taking the count. 
Nancy Carroll, George Murphy. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 66 mins, Rel. 
Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 27. 


Fan dancer adopts a mother, who brings her happiness. 


Lady by Cholce. 
” oe Dir. David Burton, 77 mins. 


Carole Lombard, May Robson, Roger Pryor. 
Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Lady Is Willing. Investment victim kidnap banker’s wife. She falls in love 

d with her captor. Leslie Howard, Binnie Barnes, Dir, Gilbert Miller. 

66 mins. Rel. July 30. Rev. Aug. 14. A 

Men of the Night. Romance of a detective. Bruce Cabot, Judith Allen. Dir. 
Henry Freulich. 58 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Millis of the Gods. Industrial story of the depression. May Robson, Fay Wray, 
Victor Jory. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


Name the Woman. Politics and a girl reporter. Arline Judge, Richard Crom- 
Rev. Dec. 4. 


well. Dir. Al Rogell. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. é 
Once a Gentleman, Tullio Carminati, Lilian Harvey, Tala Birel. Dir. Victor 
Schirtzinger. 


Grace Moore, Tulin Car- 


Romance of an opera star. 
"See , 84 mins. Rel. Sept. 


One Night of Love. i 
Dir. Victor Schnitzinger. 


maniti, Lyle Talbot. 
Rev. Sept. 11. 


Passport to Fame, Dir. John Ford. Rel. 


Edw. G. Robinson, Jean Arthur, 


Jan. 12. 

Prescott Kid, The. McCoy western. Sheila Mannors. Dir. David Selman. 
56 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 

Square Shooter. Tim McCoy, Jacqueline Wells in a Western. Dir. David 
Selman. 57 mins. Rel. Jan, 31. 


Theatrical man gets no thanks in farcical romp. Frank 


That’s Gratitude. 
r Dir. Frank Craven. 67 mins. Rel, Oct. 13. 


Craven, Mary Carlisle. 
Rev. Nov. 6. 
Westerner, The. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 
White Lies. Rich society girl falls for the big, brave cop. 
Fay Wray, Victor Jory. Dir. Leo Bulgakov. 63 mins. 


DuWorld 


Beast of Borneo. Melodrama and animals, 
mins. Rel, July 15. 

Biue Light. (Austrian and Italian.) Mountain romance among Italian Dolo- 
mites. Directed and starring Leni Riefenstah!. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Bride of Samoa. South Sea featurette. Dir. Phil. Brown. 30 mins. Rel. 
March 1, 

Dawn to Dawn. Artistic rural story. Julie Hayden. Dir. Cameron McPher- 
son. 35 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 9. 

Girl in the Case. Comedy in the Continental manner. Jimmy Savo, Eddie 
Lambert, Dorothy Darling. Dir, Eugene Frenke. 60 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. 

Hollywood, City of Dreams (Sp). Jose Bohr. Spaniard’s impression of 
cinematown. 68 mins. Rel. March 30. 

Kocha, Lubi, SzanuJe (Polish). Young love in Poland, with music. Dir. 
Michal Wyzynski. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Man Who Changed His Name (British). An old Edgar Wallace yarn re- 
i Rev. Oct. 23. 


Tim McCoy, Marion Shilling. Dir. David Selman, 57 miuas. 


Walter Conolly, 
Rel. Noy. 27. 

Office: 729 Seventh Ave., 

New York, N. Y. 


John Preston, Mary Stuart. 70 


vived. Dir. Henry Edwards. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Norah O’Neale (British). Irish yarn. Dir. Desmond Hurst. 70 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 30 

Romance 'n Budapest (Hung). Franciska Gaal. Musical. 70 mins. Rel. 
April 15. Rev. May 165. 

Sword of the Arab. Adventures of American cowboys in Arabia. George 


30 mins. Rel. Sept. 1, 
Dir. Desmond Hurst. 


Durrell, Duncan Renaldo. Dir. Alfred Smalley. 


Teli Tale Heart (British). Edgar Allan Poe thriller. 
50 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. June 19. 


First Division °° "eo ie, y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Curtain Falls. One-time famous actress uses her talents in an entirely novel 
role; and stages one final glorious comeback. Henrietta Crosman, 
Dorothy Lee, Wm. Bakewell. Dir. Charles Lamont, 68 mins. 

Fugitive Road. Eric von Stroheim, Wera Engels, Leslie Fenton. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Girl of the Limberlost. The famous Gene Stratton Porter classic. 
Marsh, Ralph Morgan, Louise Dresser, Eddie Nugent. Dir. 
Cabanne. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 8 

Green Eyes. Murder at a masquerade party. Wm. Bakewell, Shirley Grey, 

: Charles Starrett, Claude Gillingwater. Dir .Richard Thorpe. Rel. July 30. 

Gir! of My Dreams. College life and college romance. Mary Carlisle, Eddie | 
Nugent, Creighton Chaney, Arthur Lake, Stering Holloway, Gigi Parrish 
Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Happy Landing. Story of the U. S. air border patrol Ray Walker, Jacque- 
line Wells. 63 mins. ReL Sept. 1. 


69 mins. 


Marian 
Christy 
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These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 


release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference, 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
‘oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


DIG UP ‘OLD KENTUCKY’ 
AS WILL ROGERS’ NEXT 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Will Rogers will be starred by 
Fox in ‘In Old Kentucky,’ famed 
Frank Dazey play of 30 years ago. 
Piece has been picturized twice, 
both silents, once in 1919 by First 
National and in 1927 by Metro. 

Sam Hellman has been assigned 
to do the adaptation. 


MG Kindergartners 
In ‘Ladies’ Money’ Play 


- Hollywood, Dec. 1T. 

Second play to be presented by 
the younger stock group of players 
at Metro will be ‘Ladies’ Money,’ 
by George Abbott. 

Oliver Hinsdale, dramatic coach 
at Metro, is rehearsing the cast at 
the present time, and play is slated 
to be presented for two nights at 
the Hollywood Musie Box around 
Jan. 10, 


G-B SALES HUDDLES 


All the salesmen of Gaumont- 
British east of Chicago were in New 
York Sunday (16) for a one-day 
get-together which included pre- 
views of three G-B pix. 

Similar meet will be held in Chi- 
cago next week, for the western 
peddlers. George Weeks and Ar- 
thur Lee will go to Chi from New 
York to attend the party and lecture 
the boys, 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 21) 


Whyte, manager of the Columbia; 
Harry Stahl, part owner of the 
Nuluna, and John Miller, owner of 
the Gable, 


























Lincoln. 

Bob Dunnuck, former city man- 
ager at Hastings, Neb., for the Tri- 
State circuit, was moved to Ot- 
tumwa, Ia., for the same organiza- 
tion. Don Fuller, formerly at the 
World, Omaha, takes over the 
Hastings houses. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Theatre managers organized as- 
sociation for purpose of promoting 
common interests and establish 
policies in meeting certain Business 
problems. A, J. Diebold has been 
named president and John Dostal, 
secretary. Membership limited to 

managers and assistant managers, 








Baltimore. 
back at Loew's 
Century after a fortnight at the 
Fox, Washington, handling house 
while Gene Ford, who was staging} 
an amateur local talent revue for} 
Loew's at the Century, Balto. How- 
ard Burkhardt, Loew relief man- 
ager in this area, held down Green- 
way’s home berth during his ab- 
sence, 

Joe Fields has shrouded his loop 
subsequent-run grind, Embassy, for 


Fred Greenway 





| 
i 
} 
j 








' Capitol 


redecorating Reopens New Year's 
Day. 
Elyria, O. 
John Pekras, has taken over the 





theatre here from Warner | 
Bros. 


Jane Eyre. Screen adaptation of the Charlotte Bronte classic. Colin Clive, 
Virginia Bruce, Aileen Pringle. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Oct. 1. 
King Kelly. Dance director and his girl dancing troupe swap contracts on 
way to Paris, and bring prosperity to a mythical Belgravian kingdom 
via crooning, dance routines, etc. Romantic comedy with music, Guy 

Robertson, Irene Ware. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Man from Utah. John Wayne western. 52 mins. Rel. July 1. 

Manhattan Love Song. Two orphaned Park Avenue society deb sisters, forced 
to go to work, change places with their servants who go ‘society.’ 
Dixie Lee, Robert Armstrong. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. May 30. Rev. 
Sept. 3. 

Moonstone. The Wilkie Collins novel of the disappearance of a famous gem. 
David Manners, Phyllis Barry. Dir. Reginald Barker. 60 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 18. 

One in a Million. 
son. Dorothy Wilson, 
Nov. 15. 

Port of Lost Dreams. ‘ ! 
reformed and is happily married to a sea-faring man. 
(screen) Boyd, George Marion, Edward Gargan. 

Redhead. Romance of a disowned playboy son and an artist’s model with a 
past. Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradley, Burton Churchill, Regis Toomney. 
Dir. Melville Brown. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Shock. Shell shock world war victim unknowingly falls in l 
again with the wife he married before going to the front. Ralph Forbes, 
Gwellian Gill, Munroe Owsley. Dir. Roy Poweroy. 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Marguerite de Ia 
Motte, Wallace Ford. Dir. Edward Luddy. 68 mins. 

Young Eagles. Boy Scout adventures in wilds of Central America. 
episode serial, Dir. Harry Hoyt. Rel. July 1. 

Studios: Burbank, 


Calf. First Nationa 


Adapted from the novel about international spies. Leslie 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Romance of a department store employee and the boss’ 
Charles Starrett. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. 


A gun moll’s past catches up with her after she has 
Lola Lane, Bill 


love all over 


Twelve 


] Offices: 321 W. 4#th 8t., 
New York, N. Y. 


British Agent. 
Howard, Kay Francis. 
Rev. Sept. 25. 

Dragon Murder Case. 
garet Lindsay. 
Aug. 28. 

Flirtation Walk. West Point story. Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Frank Borzage. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Gentlemen Are Born. Four college boys battle the world. Franchot Tone, 


Warren William, Mar- 


Philo Vance detective yarn. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. 


Dir. Bruce Humberstone. 65 mins. 


Jean Muir, Ann Dvorak, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 
75 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Happiness Ahead. Window washer wins success. Dick Powell, Josephine 
Hutchinson. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rey. Oct. 16. 


Comeécy in a fake auction room. Pat O’Brien, Ann Dvorak, 
: Dir, Robt. Florey. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. 


Barbara Stanwyck, Frank Morgan, 


I Sell Anything. 
Claire Dodd, Roscoe Karns. 


Lost Lady, A. Willa Cather’s story. 


Ricardo Cortez. Dir. Al. E. Green. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 9. 
Man with Two Faces, The. From the stage play, ‘Dark Tower.’ Edw. G. Rob- 
~~ Mary Astor. Dir. Archie Mayo. 73 mins. Rel. Aug. 8 Rev. 
uly 17. 
Midnight Alibl. Heart interest melodrama from Damon Runyon’s ‘Old Doll’s 
House.’ Richard Barthelmess, Ann Dvorak, Helen Lowell, Helen 
Chandler. Dir. Alan Crosland. 59 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. July 10. 


Mystery drama with plenty of heart interest. 


Return of the Terror, The. 
Dir. Howard 


Mary Astor, Lyle Talbot, John Halliday, Frank McHugh. 

Bretherton. 65 mins. Rel. July 7. Rev. July 17. 
Six Day Bike Rider. ‘Thrills and spills in a bike race. 

Lioyd Bacon. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 6 


Studio: Fox Hills, Fo Offices: 444 West 566th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. x New York, N Y, 


Baby Take a Bow. The Fox child star comes through again. Shirley Temple, 

Bachelor of Arts. From John Erskine’s recent novel. Tom Brown, Henry 
Walthall, Anita Louise. Dir. Louis King. Rel. Nov. 23. 

Caravan. Romantic story based on ‘Gypsy Melody.’ Chas. 
Young, Jean Parker, Louise Fazenda Dir. Erik Charell. 
Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 2. 

Cat’s Paw, The. Comedy done from a story by Clarence Budington Kel- 
land. Harold Lloyd, Una Merkel. Dir. Sam Taylor. 101 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 21. 

Charlie Chan In London. Another detective yarn. 


Joe E. Brown. Dir. 


Boyer, Loretta 
102 mins. Rel. 


Warner Oland, Drue Ley- 


on. sone Barrie. Dir. Eugene Forde. 79 mins. Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. 
ept. 18. 
Dude Ranger, The. Geo. O’Brien, Irene Hervey. Dir. Eddie Cline. 64 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 21. 

East River. Story revolving around an underwater tunnel. Edmund Lowe, 
Victor McLaglen, Marjorie Rambeau. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Dec. 7. 

Eilnor Norton Claire Trevor, Hugh Williams. Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. 
Rel. Nov. 2. 

First World War, The. 
governments. Lawrence Stallings, editor. 
Nov. 13 

Gambling. From the George M. Cohan play. 
Dir. Rowland V. Lee. Rel. Nov. 2. 

Grand Canary. Warner Baxter, Madge Evans. 
mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. July 24. 

Handy Andy. Will Rogers, Peggy Wood. Dir. David Butler. 
July 27. Rev. Aug. 7. 

Hell in the Heavens, Air story. Warner Baxter, Conchita Montenegro. 
John Blystone. Rel. Nov. 9. 

Judge Priest. Based on the Irvin Cobb stories of down south. H. B. Walthall, 
Tom Brown, Anita Louise. Dir. John Ford. Rel. Oct. 5. Rev. Oct. 16. 

Lottery Lover. Pat Paterson, Lew Ayres. Dir. Wm. Thiele. Rel. Nov. 30. 


Hitherto unreleased film from the archives of several 
77 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. 


Geo. M. Cohan, Wynne Gibson. 
Dir. Irving Cummings. 73 
81 mins. Rel. 


Dir. 


Lovetime. _ Musical romantic story. Pat Paterson, Nils Asher, Herbert 
hart Harry Green. Dir, Jas. Tinling. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21, Rev. 
ov. 6. 


Spencer Tracy, 
Rel, Oct. 26. 


Marie Gallante. Done from the novel of the same name. 
Ketti Gallian, Helen Morgan. Dir. Henry King. 90 mins. 


Rev. Nov. 27. 
Music in the Air. Gloria Swanson, John Boles. Dir. Joe May. Rel. Nov. 30. 


Peck’s Bad Boy. Story of an adopted son and an understanding man. Jackie 
Cooper, Thomas Meighan, Jackie Searle. Dir. Eddie Cline. 69 mis. 
Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 9. 


Pursued. tomantic drama. Original. Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory. Pert 
Kelton. Dir. Louis King. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Servants’ Entrance. Janet Gaynor and Lew Ayres decide to spend their 


Both engage in domestic service. 


honeymoon earning their own living. 
90 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. 


All works to a happy ending. Dir. Frank Lloyd. 
Rev. Oct. 2. 

She Learned About Sailors. Navy romance in Shanghai and Los Angeles. 
Alice Faye, Lew Ayres, Mitchell and Durant. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 82 
mins, Rel. July 6 Rev. July 31. 

She Was a Lady. Helen Twelvetrees, Robert Young. Dir. John Blystone. 
68 mins. tel. July 20. Rev. Aug. 28. 

365 Nights in Hollywood. James FE. Dunn, Alice Faye, Mitchell & Durant. Dir. 
Geo. Marshall. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Nov. 13. 

Twenty-four Hours a day. Claire Yrevor, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Hamilton Mac- 
Fadden. Rel. Nov. 23. 

Loretta Young, John Boles. 

Rev. Nov. 13. 


White Parade, The. Dir. Irving Cummings. 80 


mins. Rel. Nov. 16. 
Wild Gold. John Boles, Claire Trevor. Harry Green. Dir. Geo. Marshall, 
77 mins. Rel. June 8& Rev. July 31. 


Madeleine Car- 


World Moves On, The. A love story which covers a century. 
4 7 Rev. 


roll, Franchot Tone. Dir. John Ford. 104 mins. tel, Aug. 31. 


July 2. 


ca? Office: 1600 Broadway, 
Gaumont-British flow * Veete 


Chu Chin Chow. Arabian tales in musical form. Anna May Wong, Fritz 
Kortner. Dir. Walter Forde. 95 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 25. 

Evensong. Musical dramatization from the Beverley Nichols novel Evelyn 
Laye, Fritz Kortner, Carl Esmond, Alice Delysia, Conchita Supervia. 
Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Jack Ahoy. Comedy with song and dance. Jack Hulbert, Nancy O'Neil, Al- 
fred Drayton. Dir. Walter Forde. Rel. Dec. 3. 

Evergreen. Musical adaptation from Cochran’s stage production. Jessie 
Matthews, Sonnie Hale, Betty Balfour, Barry Mackay. Dir. Victor Sa- 
ville. Rel. Jan. 3, 1935. 

fron Duke, The. Drama hased on Duke of Wellington at Battle of Waterloo 
George Arliss, Ellali Terris, Gladys Cooper, A, E. Matthews, Allan 

> }?¢ , 1 i. 


Aynesworth, Dir, Victor Sa\ tel, J 
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JUST IN TIME | 
FOR HIS FIRST 
BIG HIT! 
He'll find the world a 
jolly place thanks to 
JOAN CRAWFORD, CLARK GABLE 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY in M-G-M’s 
“FORSAKING ALL OTHERS” 
nes suc 
Ws. VAN DYKE 
Scosed Hyman 
SGaeGions, Joon, Sour 
fnew long-term M-G-M contract!” 1 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 29) 


Little Friend. Drama of a child’s devotion and 
Dir. Berthold Viertel. Rel, Oct. 15. Rev. 











influence, 
Oct. 23. 


Nora Ptibeam. 


Man of Aran. Irish story with preponderantly beautiful photography. Dir. | 
Robert Flaherty. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Power (Jew _Suss). Dramatization of Stern Feuchtwanger novel. Conrad 
Veidt, Benita Hume. Dir. Lothar Mendes. 105 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rey. 


Oct. 9 

Princess Charming. 
Yvonne Arnaud, 
Rel. Jan., 1935. 


Musical comedy in a* mythical kingdom. 


i Evelyn Laye, 
George Grossmith, Max Miller. Dir. 


Maurice Elvey. 


° Office: 1776 Broadway, 
Liberty New York, N. YT, 


No Ransom. From Damon Runyon’'s “The Big Mitteb.’ Le‘la Hyams, Phillips 
Holmes. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. 70 mins. Rel, Oct. 26. 

Once to Every Bachelor. Honeymoon with a hired bride. Marian Nixon, Neil 
familton, Aileen Pringle. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 14. 

Take the Stand. Murder of a columnist. Jack La Rue, Thelma Todd, Gai! 
Patrick. Dir, Phil Rosen. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Two Heads on a Pillow. Matrimonial warfare. Neil Hamiiton, Miriam Jor- 
dan. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 78 mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 9. 

When Strangers Meet. Mixup in a bungalow colony. Rich. Cromwell, Arline 
Judge. Dir. Wm. C, Cabanne. 73 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Nov. 20. 


° sc Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
Majestic New York City 
Newspaper story with a reporter winning the city boss’ 
daughter, Bruce Cabot, Judith Allen, H. B. Warner. Dir. Spencer 
Bennett. 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Oct. 2. 


Scarlet Letter, The. lIlawthorne’s dramatic classic. 


Night Alarm, The 


First sound filming. Col- 


leen Moore and Hardie Albright. Dir. Robert Vignola. 70 mins. Rel. 
Sept. Rev. Sept. 25. 
She Had to Chose. ‘Texas girl goes to Hollywood and back again. Not a 
studio story. Sally Blane, Larry Crabbe. Dir. Ralph Cedar. 62 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Sept. 25. 
Offices, 1776 Broadway, 
Mascot New York, N. Y. 
Crimson Romance. Two lads, one American and one German, find that 
friendship can lick even war. Ben Lyon, Sari Maritza, James Bush, 
Hardie Albright, William Bakewell, Erich von Stroheim. Dir. David 


Howard. 67 mins. Released Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 16. 

In Old Santa Fe. Story of a Gude ranch knick-knack salesman who falls in 
love with the ranch owner's daughter. He is accused of murder but all 
difficulties are clarified with startling suddenness. Ken Maynard, Eva- 
lyn Knapp, H. B. Warner, Kenneth Thomson, George Hayes. Dir. David 
Howard. Rel. Nov. 20. 

Marines Are Coming, The. As Lieut. ‘Wild Bill’ Traylor, U.S.M.C., the 
screen's irresistible bad boy, finds himself torn between love for two 
women until, facing disgrace, he plunges into a war ‘somewhere south 
of Mexico’ and from then on things rush pell-mell toward a gigantic 
climax. William Haines, Esther Ralston, Conrad Nagel, Armida. Dir. 
David Howard. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Little Men. Jo of Little Women as a school mistress. 
cott’s story. Ralph Morgan, Erin O'’Brien-Moore, Trent Durkin. 
Phil Rosen. Rel. Dec. 25. 

Young and Beautiful. Story of a press agent who builds his sweetheart to 
stardom nad nearly loses her. William Haines, Judith Allen, Joseph 
Cawthorn, Wampas Baby Stars. Dir. Joseph Santley. 63 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 1. 


From Louisa May Al- 
Dir. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway 
Metro New York, N. ¥ 


Barretts of Wimpole Street. Based on the play by Rudolf Besier. Norma 
Shearer, Fredric March, Charles Laughton. Dir. Sidney Franklin. Rel. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Oct. 2. 

Biography of a Bachelor Girl. 
“Biography ” 
Rel, Oct. 26. 

Chained. Joan Crawford in love with two men. Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. 
Dir. Clarence H. Brown. 73 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. Rev. Sept. 3. 


Death on the Diamond. Murder in the big :eagues. Based on the novel by 
Cortland Fitzsimmons. Robert Young, Ted Healy, Madge Evans. Dir. 
Edward Sedgwick. 69 mins-—Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. Sept. 2.. 

Evelyn Prentice. District attorney’s wife saves a girl wrongly accused of 
her own crime. Wm. Powell, Myrna Loy. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 78 
mins. Rel. Nov. 8 Rev. Nov. 13. 


Girl from Missouri. The small town girl lands her millionaire. 
Franchot Tone, Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Jack Conway. 
Aug. 3. Rev. Aug. 7. 

Have a Heart. Jean Parker as a crippled little doll-maker. 
Dir. David Butler. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 23 

Hide Out. The gangster goes rural and reforms. Robt. Montgomery, Maureen 
O'Sullivan. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Aug. 28. 

Merry Widow. Based on the world-famous operetta by Franz Lehar. Maurice 
Chevalier, Jeanette MacDonald. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Rel. not set. 
Rev. Oct. 16. 

Outcast Lady. Based on a novel by Michael Arlen. Constance Bennett, 
Herbert Marshall. Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Rel. Sept. 28. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Painted Veil. Based on the novel by Somerset Maugham. Greta Garbo. 
Herbert Marshall. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. Rel. Nov. 23 

Paris Interlude. Based on the play, ‘All Good Americans,’ by S. J. and Laura 
Perelman. Otto Kruger, Madge Evans, Robert Young. Dir. Edwin L. 


Studios: Culver City, 
Calif. 


Based on S. N. Berhrman’s successful play, 
Ann Harding, Robert Montgomery, Dir. E. H. Griffith. 


Jean Harlow, 
69 mins. Rel. 


Spencer Tracy 


Marin. 73 mins. Rel. July 27. 
Stamboul Quest. Spy story. Myrna Loy, Geo. Brent. Dir. Sam Wood. 85 
mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. July 17. 


Straight Is the Way Released convict story. Franchot Tone, May Robson, 
Karen Morley. Dir. Paul Sloan. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Student Tour. Musical comedy about collegians on a European tour. Charles 
Butterworth, Jimmy Durante, Maxine Doyle. Dir. Charles Riesner. Rel. 
Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 16. 


Treasure Island. The Stevenson story. Wallace Beery, Jackie Cooper, Lionel 
Barrymore. Dir. Victor Fleming. 109 mins. Rel. Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 21. 

What Every Woman Knows. Based on the play by Sir James M. Barrie. 
—, Hayes, Brian Aherne. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. 
Oct. 0. 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: R. K. O. Building, 


Hollywood, Cal. Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 
Girt of the Limberiost, A. Gene Stratton-Porter story. Marian Marsh, Ralph 
Morgan, Louise Dresser. Dir. Christy Cabanne. 80 mins. Rel. Oct 15. 
Rev. Nov. 13. 
Girl o’ My Dreams. College romance with track team events. Mary Carlisle, 
Creighton Chaney, Sterling Holloway, Eddie Nugent, GiGi Parrish, 65 
mins. Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 


Flirting with Danger. Three buddies play with dynamite and love. Robert 
Armstrong, William Cagney, Edgar Kennedy, Marion Burns, Maria Alba. 
Rel. Dec. 1. 70 mins. , 

Happy Landing Story of the U. S. air border patrol. Ray Walker, Jacqueline 
Wells. 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 28. 

Healer, The. From novel by Robert Herrick. Dir. Reginald Barker. 


Jane Eyre. Charlotte Bronte’s classic. Colin Clive, Virginia Bruce. Dir. 
Christy. 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 
King Kelly of U. S. A. Guy Robertson, Irene Ware. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Lawless Frontier (Lone Star). John Wayne, Sheila Terry. 
bury. 54 mins. Rel. Nov. 22. 

Lost in the Stratosphere. Romance of two members of air patrol amid sci- 
entific experiments. June Collyer, William Cagney, Eddie Nugent. 64 
mins. Nov. 15. 

Man from Utah, The. 
Rel. May 15. 

Million Dollar Baby. Fond parents try to palm over their little boy as another 
girl movie find to win fame and riches. Arline Judge, Ray Walker, 
Jimmy Fay, George E. Stone. Rel, Dec, 29, 

Monte Carlo Nights. Innocent suspect traps his man at famous casino and 
Wins the girl. Mary Brian, John Darrow. 62 mins. Rel. May 20. 

Moonstone, The. Wilkie Collins story of disappearance of famous gem. 


Dir. R. N. Brad- 


(Lone Star). John Wayne, Polly Ann Young. 55 mins. 


David 


Manners, Phyllis Barry. Dir. Reginald Barker. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 
Sept. Sept. 18. 
Money Means Nothing. Wallace Ford, Gloria Shea. 70 mins. Rel. June 15. 


tev. July 24. 

Mysterious Mr. Wong. Story of the twelve coins of Confucius. 
Bela Lugosi, Wallace Ford. Rel. Dec. 22. 
"Neath Arizone Skies. (Lone Star). John Wayne, 

Rel. Dec, 22. 
Nut Farm, The. Movie-struck family takes husband's all to crash Hollywood, 
with hilarious results. Wallace Ford. Rel. not set yet. 


Arline Judge, 


Sheila Terry. 52 mins. 





PICT@RES 


Rainbow Valley. (Lone Star). John Wayne, Lucille Brown. 


Reckless Romeos. Comedy adventures of two hard-boiled eggs who are 
afraid of nothing but each other. Robert Armstrong, William Cagney. 


Red Head. Boy and girl work out their social salvation in a lunch wagon. 
Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradeley. Dir. Melville Brown. 77 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 20 

Shock. Ralph Forbes, Gwellian Gill, Munroe Owsley. Shell-shock victim re- 
turns from World War, fal!s in love with the wife he had married just 
before going to front, and hates his unknown rival til! his identity is re- 
established. Dir. Roy Pomeroy. 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Nov. 20 

Sing-Sing Nights. Three men accused of murdering the same man 
cumstances which are checked by lie detector, proving two are innocent 
Hardie Albright, Boots Mallory, Jameson Thomas, Conway Tearle 
Ferdinand Gottschalk. (Note: Tearle stars). 60 mins. Rel, Dec. 15 

Star Packer, The. (Lone Star.) John Wayne, Verna Hillie. Dir. R. N. Brad- 
bury. 54 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Trail Beyond, In the. John Wayne, Verna Hillie. 

Women Must Dress. Intricate ways of fashion salon people almost causing 
young romance of daughter to end in disaster. Minna Gombell, Gavin 
Gordon, Suzanne Kaaren, Robert Light and Monogram contest winners. 
Rel. Jan. 2. 








56 mins. tel. Oct. 22 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
New York, N. ¥ 


Holiveued car, Paramount 


Behold My Wife. Sylvia Sidney, Gene Raymond. Dir. Dave Leisen. Rel. 
Dec. 7. 

Belle of the '90’s. Backstage in burlesque. Mae West. Dir. Leo McCarey. 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 25. 


Egyptian spectacle with modern dialog. Claudette Colbert, War- 


Cleopatra. 
Dir. Cecil De Mille. 102 mins. Rel 


ren William, Henry Wilcoxson. 
Aug. 16. Rev Aug. 21. 

College Rhythm. Musical type story. Joe Penner, Lanny Ross, Jack Oakie, 
Lyda Roberti. Dir. Norman Taurog. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Crime Without Passion. Lawyer trapped by a needless fake alibi. Claud 
Rains, Margo. Dir. Ben Hecht, Chas. MacArthur. 70 mins. Rel. Aug 
17. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Father Brown, Detective. New type of mystery story. 
Michael. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. Rel. Dec. 14. 

Here Is My Heart. Musical. Bing Crosby, Kitty Carlisle. 
Rel. Dec, 28. 

Home on the Range. 
3rent. 


Paul Lukas, Gertrude 
Dir. Frank Tuttle. 


Western. Randolph Jackie Coogan, Evelyn 


Dir. Jacobsen. Rel. Dec. 21. 

It’s a Gift. W. C. Fields, Baby LeRoy, Jean Roueveral. 
Leod. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Ladies Should Listen. Parisian telephone girl helps a South American million- 


Scott, 


Dir. Norman Mc- 


aire. Cary Grant, Frances Drake, Ed. Everett Horton. Dir. Frank 
Tuttle. 61 mins. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. July 31. 


in Colliers. Lee 


Lemon Drop Kid, The. 
Rel. Sept. 28. 


Tracy, Helen Mack. 
Rev. Oct. 30. 


Limehouse Blues. 


From the Damon Runyon story 
Dir. Marshall Nielan. 60 mins. 


Story of the London Chinatown. Geo. Raft, Jean Parker, 


Anna May Wong. Dir. Alex Hall. Rel. Nov. 9 

Menace. Three people who live in fear of death. Gertrude Michael, Paul 
Cavanaugh, Henrietta Crossman. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 58 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 26. Rev. Nov. 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. Talk version of the old favorite. Pauline 
Lord, ZaSu Pitts, W. C. Fields. Dir. Norman Taurog. 78 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 30. 

Notorious Sophie Lang. Story of international jewel thieves. Gertrude 


Michael, Paul Cavanaugh. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 60 mins. Rel. July 20. 


Rev. July 24. 

Now and Forever. ‘Little Miss Marker’ type story. 
Cooper, Carole Lombard, Dir. Henry Hathaway. 
31. Rev. Oct. 16, 


Old Fashioned Way, The. 


Shirley Temple, Gary 
83 mins. Rel. Aug. 


W. C. Fields, Joe Morrison, in a road show in the 


'90s. Baby LeRoy, Judith Allen. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. 69 mins. Rel. 
July 6. Rev. July 17. 

One Hour Late. Joe Morrison, Helen Twelvetrees, Conrad Nagel. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Rel. Dec. 21. 

Pursuit of Happiness, The. From the stage play about bundling. Joan 

Dir. Alex Hall. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. 


Bennett, Francis Lederer. 
Nov. 10. 

Ready for Love. Small town romance of an actress's daughter. Ida Lupino, 
Rich. Arlen. Dir. Marion Gering. 62 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Dec. 4. 


Scarlet Empress, The. Story of Catherine of Russia. Marlene Dietrich, John 
Lodge. Dir. Jos. von Sternberg. 104 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 18. 

She Loves Me Not. Stage play. Girl in college dormitory masquerades as a 
boy. Miriam Hopkins, Bing Crosby. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 85 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Wagon Wheels. Western for a Zane Gray story. Randolph Scott, Gail Patrich. 
Dir. Chas. Barton. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. Oct. 9. 

You Belong to Me. State story with Helen Mack, Lee Tracy. Dir. A. L. 
Worker. 67 mins. Rel July 27 Rev. Sept. 18. 


° ° Office: 1270 Sixth Ave., 
Principal New York, N. Y. 


Chandu on the Magic Island. Mystery—sequel to Return of Chandu. Bela 
Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, Dean Benton, Phyllis Ludwig. Seven reels. 


Return of Chandu, The. Mystery story. Bela Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, 
Dean Benton, Phyllis Ludwig. Seven-reel feature, followed by eight 
two-reel serial episodes. Rel. Oct. 


Studios: Hollywood, 4 Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 
Calif. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C 


Adventure Girl. Joan Lowell goes down to Guatemula in her 48-foot schooner, 
‘The Black Hawk,’ and has a series of thrilling adventures trying to 
find a sacred emerald. Joan Lowell, Capt. Wagner, Bill Sawyer, Otto 
Siegler, Capt. Jack the mascot. 76 mins. Rel. Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 14. 


Age of Innocence. A romance of the 1880's. A man and woman sacrifice 
their love on the altar of duty. Irene Dunn, John Boles, Helen Westley, 
a eee Dir. Philip Moeller. 83% mins. Rel. Sept. 7%. ev. 

ct. 23. 

Anne of Green Gables. The story involves the adoption, life and development 
of Anne, an orphan, at Avonlea on Prince Edward Island. Anne Shirley, 
Tom Brown, Helen Westley, O. P. Heggie, Sara Haden. Dir. George 
Nichols, Jr. Rel. Nov. 23. 


Bachelor Ball. The story of a matrimonial agency run by a timid young 
man and the gangsters who try to make It into a racket. Stuart Er- 
win, Pert Kelton, Skeets Gallagher, Rochelle Hysdon. Dir. George 
Stevens. Rel. July 27. 

By Your Leave. An American couple just entering into middle life take a 
short vacation away from each other, only to return secretly, relieved 
that it is all over. Frank Morgan, Genevieve Tobin, Neil Hamilton, 
Marian Nixon, Glenn Anders, Gene Lockhart. Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. 82 
mins. Rel. Nov. 9. 


Cockeyed Cavaliers. A costume story with Bert Wheeler and Robert Wool- 
sey, Thelma Todd, Dorothy Lee, Noah Beery. Dir. Mark Sandrich. 72 
mins. Rel. June 29. Rev. July 31. 


Dangerous Corner. A year after he commits suicide a dead man is ex- 
onerated of theft by his brother, who demands that the group of friends 
and relatives involved tell him the whole truth instead of trying to con- 
ceail certain facts. Virginia Bruce, Erin O’Brien-Moore, Conrad Nagel, 
Melvyn Douglas, Ian Keith, Betty Furness, Henry Wadsworth, Doris 
Lioyd. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66% mins. Rel. Oct. 5. 


Down to Their Last Yacht. Impoverished millionaires take a party of pay- 
ing guests for a cruise. Sidney Fox, Mary Boland, Sidney Blackmer, 
Polly Moran, Ned Sparks. Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Enchanted April. Under the enchantment of Italian sunshine, and a romentic 


medieval castle, love comes to four unhappy English women. Ann 
Harding, Frank Morgan, Katharine Alexander, Reginald Owen, Jane 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Rel. Jan. 25. 
Fountain, The. From the Chas. Morgan novel. Ann Harding, grian Ahern, 
Paul Lukas. Dir. John Cromwell. 85 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. Rev. Sept. 3. 
Gay Divorcee, The. When Mimi tries to hire a gigolo she mistakes Guy 


len for the applicant and although they fall in love with each other 
cages gg Be cleared up. Ginger 


she will not consider him until the confusion is BE 
vers Fred Astaire, Alice Brady, Edward Everett Horton, erik 
Rhodes sy Dir. Mark Sandrich. 107 mins. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. 


Rhodes, Eric Blore. 
Nov. 20. 
Grand Old Girl. 
Carlisle, Fred MacMurray, 
Jan. 18. 
Gridiron Flash. 
versity and proves that the essential 
ally present in every body. id 
Edgar Kennedy. Dir. Glenn I'ryon. Rel. 
Hat, Coat and Glove. 
wife's lover against an 
jeal, Barbara Robbins. 
24. Rev. July 31 
His Greatest Gamble. A father, in prison for murder, 
save his daughter from her domineering mother. 
Wilson. Dir. John Robertson. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 3. 


Kentucky Kernels. 


May Robson, Mary 


Giorifying the American school teacher. 
"i; MacMt Robertson. Rel. 


Alan Hale. Dir. by John 


An habitual criminal becomes a football hero at a large unt- 
fundamentals of good are basic- 


Oct. 26. 


Ricardo Cortez, 


indictment of murder. 
64 mins. tel. 


Dir. Worthington Miner. Aug 
escapes in 


Rev. July 24. 


(Continued on page 32) 
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Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Alfred E. Green to direct Edward 
G. Robinson and Bette Davis in 
‘Money Man,’ WB. 


Donald Crisp, ‘China Seas,’ ‘Mu- 
tiny On the Bounty,’ MG. : 

Joyce Compton, ‘Go Into Your 
Dance,’ WB. 


Charles La Mont, directing Three 
Stooge short, ‘Knighty Knight,’ Col. 

Sam Ornitz and Hy Kraft, collab- 
ing on screen play for ‘Vampire of 
Prague,’ MG. 

Spencer Charters, George Carroll, 
De Witt Jennings, Matt McHugh, 
Arthur Hoyt, Morgan Wallace, 
George Meeker, ‘Puzzle of the Pap- 
per Tree,’ Radio. 

Lloyd Nolan, Nora Cecil, ‘Car 99,” 
Par. 

Henry Travers, Jed Prouty, ‘Cap- 
tain Hurricane,’ Radio. 

Virginia Hammond, 
Gentleman,’ Col. 

Herman Bing, Dorothy Appleby, 
Paul Fix, Douglas Dumbrille, ‘Red- 
heads on Parade,’ Fox. 

Lawrence Riley, adapting ‘Stolen 
Harmony,’ Par. 

J. P. McEvoy and Virginia Van 
Upp, adaptation and dialog, ‘Venge- 
ance,’ Par. 

Chic Sale, 
Fox. 


‘Once a 


‘Redheads on Parade,’ 


Francis Martin, adaptation, ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ Par. 
Bert Rouch, Inez Palange, ‘Only 


Eight Hours,’ MG. 

Frank R. Adams, adapting ‘Crim- 
gon ‘ce, Par 

Allen JJenkias, ‘Get Rich Quick’ 
short, WB. 

Robert Graves, Guy Usher, Inez 
Courtney, T. Roy Barnes, Bill 
Irving, ‘Carnival,’ Col. 

Claire Dodd, ‘Roberta,’ Radio. 

Gene Lockhard, ‘Cape Cod,’ Radio. 

Gilbert Emery, Tom _ Ricketts, 
Maude Truax, Ruth Clifford, Phil- 
lips Smalley, ‘Once’ a Gentieman,’ 
Col. 

Doris Anderson, adaptation and 
dialog, ‘Nancy Smith,’ Par. 

Donald Woods, ‘Florentine Dag- 
ger,’ WB. 

Victor Jory, ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream,’ WB. 

Al Austin, writing two-reel com- 
edy, U. 

Harry Clork and Doris Malloy, 
adaptation and dialog, ‘Milky Way,’ 
Par. 

Helen Flint, 
Slept,’ WB. 

W. M. O'Connor and Angela 
Shanewise, treatment, ‘Hong Kong,’ 
Futter. 

Phil Regan, ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ 
WB. 

Virginia Bruce, Ricardo Cortez, 
‘Shadow of Doubt,’ MG, 

‘Milla Davenport, ‘Wedding Night,’ 
Goldwyn. 

Greta Meyer, Joe 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ MG. 

Maxine Doyle, Robert Armstrong. 
‘Mystery Man,’ Mono. 

Henry Stephenson, 
MG. 

Stephen Morehouse Avery, script, 


‘While the Patient 


Cawthorn, 


‘Reckless,’ 


‘Heaven’s Gate’ and an original, 
Fox. 
George Seitz, directing, ‘Shadow 


of Doubt,’ MG. 

Chic Sale, Jean Parker, ‘First of 
the Month,’ MG. 

Howard Hickman, Tom Ricketts, 
Margaret Dumont, Fred Kelsey, 
‘Gypsy Sweetheart,’ WB. 


Leon Gordon, writing original, 
‘Ace of Indiscretion,’ MG. 
Sam Hellman, scripting, ‘In Old 


Kentucky,’ Fox. 

Monckton Hoff, first treatment for 
‘Cecil Rhodes,’ MG. 

Albert Traynor and Gladys Leh- 
man collabing on ‘Highway Rob- 
bery,’ Fox. 

Loretta Young, ‘Call of the Wild,’ 
20th Century. 

Casey Robinson, 
*‘Cantain Blood,’ WB. 

John Lynch and Jim Tully, col- 
labine on ‘The Raven’ script, U. 

Margaret Lindsay, ‘Florentine 
Dagger,’ WB. 

Brenda Fowler, Augusta Ander- 
son, Harry Bowen, Sarah Edwards, 
‘Ruggles of Red Gap,’ Par. 

Patsy Kelly, ‘Go _ Into 
Dance,’ WB. 

Stanley Price, Sam Ashe, James 
3urke, ‘Caprice Espagnole,’ Par. 

Arthur Strawn, writing screen 
play, ‘Black Room-Mystery,’ Col. 

Frank Craven, Alfred Delcambre, 
Wm. Frawley, ‘Car 99,’ Par. 


writing script. 


Your 


Joseph Moncure March writing 
an original, Par. 
Mary McCarthy, screen play, 


‘Theodora Goes Wild,’ Col. 
Grace Hoyle, Arthur Hoyt, 
the King’s Horses,’ Par. 
Mike Simmons, screen play, ‘Jim 
Burke's Boy,’ Col. 


‘All 


Grant Garrett, writing gags, 
‘Stolen Harmony,’ Par. 
Luis Alberni, Arthur Treacher, 


Janet Beecher, Claudia Coleman, 
‘Once a Gentleman,’ Col. 

Ralph Murphy, directing 
Fadden’s Flats,’ Par. 

Warren William, 
Curious Bride,’ WB. 

Richard Boleslawski, directing 
‘Les Miserables,’ 20th Century. 

Fredric March, ‘Les Miserables,’ 
20th Century. 

Queenie Smith, ‘Stolen Harmony,’ 
Par. 

Alice Duer Miller, 
*Orchids to You,’ Fox. 

Nydia Westman, Otto Hoffman, 
‘Captain Hurricane,’ Radio. 

Brooks Benedict, ‘Puzzle of the 
Pepper Tree,’ Radio. 


‘Mc- 


‘Case of the 


screen play, 


eee 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 31) 
in a feud with a neighboring estate. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, 
Mary Carlisle, Spanky McFarland, Noah Beery. Dir. George Stevens. 
75 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. 
Let’s Try Again. After ten years of married life, a couple decide to try new 
stad padtnana, only to discover that the habit of being together is too strong. 
Clive Brook, Diana Wynyard, Irene Hervey, Helen Vinson. Dir. Worth- 
ington Miner. 67 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. June 26. 

Lightning Strikes Twice. A fast-moving farce which concerns itself with an 
amusing tangie of identities that result from two young men bringing 
a fan dancer home by mistake. Ben Lyon, Thelma Todd, Pert Kelton, 
Laura Hope Crews, ‘Skeets’ Gallagher, Chick Chandler, Walter Catlett. 
Dir. Ben Holmes. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 7. 

Little Minister, The. The romance of a young Scotch minister and a gypsy 
giri, Who really is the ward of a nobleman of the district. Katharine 
Hepburn, John Beal, Alan Hale. Dir. Richard Wallace. Rel. Dec, 28. 

Of Human Bondage. A poignant story of a man who faces life as a partia. 
cripple. Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, Reginald Denny. Reginald Shef- 
field, Alan Hale. Dir. John Cromwell. 83 mins, Rel. July 20. Rev. 
July 2. 

Red Morning. Adventure in a primitive section of Papua, New Guinea. Steffi 
Duna, Regis Toomey, Raymond Hatton. Dir. Wallace Fox. 66 mins. 
Rel. Dec, 14. 

Richest Girl in the World. Wealthy girl seeks non-mercenary suitor. Miriam 
Hopkins, Joel McCrea, Fay Wray. Dir. Wm, A. Seiter. 80 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 21. 

Romance in Manhattan. A young Czecho-Slovakian enters the United States 

. (his ‘promised land’) illegally and finds happiness and the chance for 
a successful future. Francis Lederer, Ginger Rogers, Arthur Hohl, 
Jimmy Buttler, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Stephen Roberts. 77 mins. 
Rel. Tan, 11. 

Thelr Big Moment. A comedy drama with a supernatural twist and murder 
mystery. Zasu Pits, Slim Summerville, Bruce Cabot, Ralph Morgan. 
Dir. James Cruze Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Silver Streak, The. A fast-action melodrama in which the famous stream- 
lined train of the Burlington Railroad plays the star part. Sally Blane, 
Charles Starrett, Hardie Albright, William Farnum, Dir. Thomas At- 





kins. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. 
We’re Rich Again. How a woman gets her man by helping her family out of 
financial difficulties. Edna May Oliver, Billie Burke, Marian Nixon. 


Dir. William A. Seiter. Rel. July 13. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Wednesday’s Child. The effect of divorce upon children. 
Karen Morley, Franklie Thomas. Dir. John Robertson, 68 mins. Oct. 26. 

West of the Pecos. The locale is the Pecos county in New Mexico. A young 
girl, disguised as a boy, regenerates an outlaw and wins happiness. 
Richard Dix, Martha Sleeper, Samuel Hinds, Fred Kohler. Dir. Phil 
Rosen, 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 4. 

Woman in the Dark. A fast-paced melodrama about a paroled convict who 
is involved in saving a beautiful society girl from the town cad. Fay 
Wray, Ralph Bellamy, Melvyn Douglas, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Phil Rosen. 
69 mins. Rel. Oct. 26. 


Edward Arnold, 


© M Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
United Artists New York N. ¥ 
Affairs of Cellini, The. The love life of Benvenuto Cellini. Fredric March, 
Constance Bennett, Frank Morgan, Fay Wray. Dir. Gregory La Cava. 
Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Sept. 11 
Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back. Further adventures in crime solution. Ron- 
ald Colman, Loretta Young, Warner Oland. Charles Butterworth, Una 
Merkel. Dir. Roy Del Ruth 80 mins, Rel. July 20. Rev. Aug. 21. 
Clive of India. The story of Clive, who founded a new British dominion— 
India. Ronald Colman, Loretta Young, Francis Lister. Dir. Richard 
Boleslawski. Rel. Jan. 25. 
Count of Monte Cristo, The. The famous Dumas’ classic about the man who 
found a fabulous fortune and used it to revenge a great wrong. Robert 


Donat, Elissa Landi, Louis Calhern, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Rowland 


V. Lee. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 2. 
Kid Millions. Musical spectacle in the U. S. and Egypt. Eddie Cantor, Ethel 
Merman. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 90 mins. Rel. Dec, 28. Rev. Nov. 13. 


«ast Gentleman, The. Shrewd and elderly millionaire cleverly foils the plans 
of his son to chisel his money away. George Arliss, Edna May 
awe, Samet Beecher and Ralph Morgan. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Rel. 

ept. 21. 

Jur Dally Bread. Disinherited folks from all walks of life begin all over on 
an abandoned farm. Karen Morley, Tom Keene, and Barbara Pepper. 
Produced and directed by King Vidor. Rel, Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 9. 


Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round, Mystery rides the waves. Music in one 
room, murder in the next. A gambler, an heiress, a comedian and a 
detective accused of a crime that rocked the whole ocean. Jack Benny, 
Gene Raymond, Nancy Carroll, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Benjamin Stoloff. 
88 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Private Life of Don Juan. Don Juan discovers that, deprived of his name and 
reputation, he’s no greater lover than the next fellow. Douglas Fair- 
peg, Merle Oberon, Benita Hume. Dir. Alex Korda. Rel Nov. 30. 

ev. Oct. 19. 


Runaway Queen. A merry maelstrom of revolution and romance. 
Neagle and Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. Rel Dec. 21. 


We Live Again. A vivid new version of Tolstoy’s immortal ‘‘Resurrection.” 
Anna Sten, Frederic March, Jane Baxter, C. Aubrey Smith. Dir. Rouben 


Anne 


Mamoulian. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 6. 
jtudlo: Universal City, : Offices: 30 Rockefeller Center, 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Y. 


From Max Marcin’s stage play. Fay Wray, Cesar Romero, 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. 

Embarrassing Moments. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris. Marion 
Dir. Ed. Laemmle, 67 mins. Rel. July 9. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Gift of Gab. Comedy-drama-musica). Edmund Lowe, G. Stuart and big 
radio and screen cast. Dir. Karl Freund. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. Rev. 
Oct. 2. 

Good Fairy, The. 
Herbert Marshall, Frank Morgan. 


Cheating Cheaters. 
Minna Gombell. 


Nixon. 


Margaret Sullavan, 
Rel. Jan. 28. 


From Ferenc Molnar’s stage play. 
Dir. Wm, Wyler. 


Great Expectations. Drama. Henry Hull, Jane Wyatt. . Dir. Stuart Walker. 
Rel. Oct. 22. 

Human Side, The. Drama. Adolphe Menjou, Doris Kenyon. Dir. Eddie Buz- 
zell. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Sept. 18. 


I’ve Been Around. Comedy drama. Chester Morris, Rochelle Hudson, Isabelle 


Jewell. Dir. Phil Cahn. Rel. Dec, 31. 

Imitation of Life. Drama. Claudette Colbert, Warren William. Dir. John 
Stohl. 116 mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Novy. 27. 

Let’s Talk Is Over. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris, Mae Clarke, Frank 
Craven, Andy Divine. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 67 mins. Rel. June 11. 
Rev. June 19. 


From Jean Bart’s stage play of French 
Lionel Atwill, Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 


Man Who Reciaimed His Head, The. 
life. Claude Rains, Joan Bennett, 
Rel. Dec. 24. 

Million Dollar Ransom. Comedy-drama. 
Murray Roth. Rel. Sept. 10. 

Mystery of Edwin Drood, The. 
Douglass Montgomery, Heather Angel. 

Night Life of the Gods. From Thorne Smith's fantastic tale. 
Florine McKinney. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 7. 


One Exciting Adventure. Comedy-drama. Binnie Barnes, Neil Hamilton. Dir. 


Edward Arnold, Mary Carlisle. Dir. 


From the Dickens story. Claude Raines, 
Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. Jan. 21. 


Alan Mowbray, 


FE] Ll. Frank. Nel. Oct. 15. 

One More River. Drama. Diana Wynyard, Colin Clive. Dir. James Whale. 
88 mins Rel. Aug. 6 Rev. Aug. 14. 

Rocky Rhodes. Western. Buck Jones. Dir. Al Raboch. Rel. Sept. 24. 


Comedy-drama of a slum cinderella. Roger Pryor, Vic- 


Romance in the Rain. 
Dir. Stuart Walker. Aug. 13. 75 mins. 


tor Moore and Heather Angel. 
Rev. Sept. 11. 
Secret of the Chateau. Dir. 


Mystery story. Claire Dodd, Clark Williams. 


Rich. Thorpe. 68 mins. Rel. Dec. 3 

Strange Wives. Comedy drama. Roger Pryor, June Clayworth. Dir. Rich. 
Thorpe. Rel. Dec. 10. 

Straight from the Heart. Bzeby Jane, Mary Astor, Roger Pryor. Dir. Kurt 
Neumann. Rel. Jan. 14. 


There’s Always Tomorrow. Drama. Frank Morgan, Lois Wilson. Dir. Ed. 
Sloman. &6 mins. Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Nov. 13. 

Wake Up and Dream. Musical. Russ Columbo, Roger Pryor, June Knight. 
Dir. Kurt Neumann. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 16. - 


When a Man Sees Red. Buck Jones western. Rel. Nov. 12, 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St 
Warner Brothers cies Ware lay 


From the stage farce. Old-fashioned father takes a 


‘tudios Burbank. 
Calif 


Big Hearted Herbert. 





Guy Kibbee, Aline McMahon, Patricia 


licking from his modern family. 
Rel. Oct. 6& Rev. Nov. 20 


Ellis. Dir. Wm. Keighley. 60 mins. 


Eat ae $a RS sie ai <t Jade Wai or ae cele, ou ae or exit, 
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Case of the Howling Dog, The. Introducing a new film sleuth. Warren Wile 


liam, Mary Astor. Dir. Alan Crosland. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev, 
Oct. 23. ; 
Dames. Musical spectacle. Joan Blondell, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Guy 
Kibbee. Dir. Ray Enright. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 Rev. Aug. 21. 
Desirable. Mother and daughter in a battle for iove. Jean Muir, Geo. Brent, 
Verree Teasdale. Dir. Archie Mayo. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev, 
Sept. 18. 

Firebird. Murder mystery in Austria. Verree Teasdale, Ricardo Cortez. Dir. 
Wm. Dieterle. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Friends of Mr. Sweeney. Comedy-drama of the browbeaten nusband who 
turns the big trick for his newspaper. Charlie Ruggles, Ann Dvorak, 
Eugene Pallette, Dorothy Tree. Dir. Edward Ludwig. 68 mins. Rel, 


July 28. Rev. 
Here Comes the Navy. 
James Cagney, Pat 


July 31. 
Comedy-drama of a gob that tried to buck the fleet, 
O’Brien, Gloria Stuart, Dorothy Tree, Frank Mce- 


Hugh. Dir. Lioyd Bacon. 46 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. July 24. 
Housewife.—A domestic wife beats the vamp. Bette Davis, Geo. Brent. Dir, 


69 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. Rev. Aug. 14. 


Two mid-west manicurists on a jamboree. 
64 mins. 


Alfred E. Green. 

Kansas City Princess. 
dell, Glenda Farrell, Hugh Herbert, Dir. Wm. Keighley. 
Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 6 

1! Am a Thief. Mystery and murder in a diamond theft. 
Cortez. Dir. Robert Florey. Rel. Nov. 24. 

Madame Du Barry. Drama of the lady who made history sit up and take 
notice, with comedy twists. Dolores Del Rio, Reginald Owen, Osgood 
Perkins, Verree Teasdale, Victor Jory, Dorothy Tree, Helen Lowell. Dir, 
William Dieterie. Rel. Oct. 18. Rev. Oct. 30. 

Personality Kid, The. Fast moving melodrama of the ham and beaner that 
turns into a real champ thanks to wifey. Pat O’Brien, Glenda Farrell, 


Joan Blon- 
Rel, 


Mary Astor, Ricardo 


Claire Dodd, Henry O'Neill. Dir. Alan Crosland. 68 mins. Rel. July 7 
Rev. Aug. 7. 

St. Louis Kid, The. James Cagney, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Ray Enright. 66 
mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 6. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Are We Civilized? (Raspin). Propaganda for peace. Dir. Edwin Carewe. 170 


mins. Rel. June. Rev. June 19. 

Battle, The. (Garganoff). French-made story of a Jap naval officer who 
sacrifices his wife for his country. Charles Boyer, Merle Ob?2ron. Dir. 
Nicholas Farkas. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Biue Steel. (Blue Star.) John Wayne Western. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 54 
mins. Rel. July. Rev. July 17. 


Story of a down and out surgeon who performs @& 
Sally Blane. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Rev. 


Cross Streets (Invincible). 
skilled operation. Frank Craven, 
July 10. 

Dancing Man. Gigolo story. Reginald Denny, Judith Allen. 
mins. Rel. July. Rev. July 24. 

‘| Can’t Escape (Syndicate). Ex-convict goes straight. 
Lee. Dir. Otto Brower. 59 mins. Rev. Sept. 

Man from Hell, The. (Marcy). Western. Bob Russell. 


Dir. Al Ray. @4 
Onslow Stevens, Lila 


Dir. Lew Collins. 60 


mins. Rev. Oct. 2. 

Marrying Widows (Tower). Young widow gets her wish. Judith Allen, 
Minna Gombell, John Mack Brown. Dir. Sam Newfield. 67 mins. Rev. 
Sept. 3 


Studio story with the Wampa’s baby stars, 


Young and Beautiful (Mascot). 
Dir. Jos. Santley. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. 


Wm. Haines, Judith Allen. 
Rev. Sept. 25. 


Foreign Language Films 


Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films. this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most 21 these available with English tities.) 

Abel mit der Mundharmonika (Ger) (Ufa). Comedy of young love. Dir, 
Erich Waschneck. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 

Adleu Les Beaux Jours (Fr) (Ufa). Greek romance. Brigitte Helm. Dir, 
qnere Beucler and Johannes Meyer. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. 
May 1. 

Alraune (Ger) (Capitol). Test tube babies. Brigitte Helm. Dir. Richard Ope 
wald. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Blonde Christ!, Die (Ger) (Bavaria). Musical. Karin Hardt. Dir Franz 
Seitz. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Buenaventura, La (Sp) (WB). Musical with Victor Herbert score. Enrico 
Caruso, Jr. Dir. William McGann, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Broken Shoes (Russ) (Amkino). Child reaction to politics. Anti-Hitler. Dir. 
Margarita Barskaya. 80 mins. Kel. March 15. Rev. April 3. 

Chalutzim (Hebrew) (Acme). First talker made in Palestine. Dir. Alexander 
Ford. 70 mins. Rel. March 15 . 


Ciudad de Carton, La (Sp) (Fox). Drama of marita) relations. Antonio Moe 
reno, Catalina Barcena. Dir. Louis King. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 


Corazones en Derrota (Spanish). Tragic drama made in Mexico. Dir. Ruber 


C. Novarro. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 

Crown of Thorns (Kinematrade) (Ger) (Dubbed Eng.). Biblical drama. Dit, 
Robert Wiene. 70 mins. Rel. March 165. 

Cruz Y La Espada, La (Sp) (Fox). Historical romance. Jose Mojica. Dig. 


Frank Strayer. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Cuesta AbajJo (Sp) (Par). Romantic drama. 
Dir, Louis Gasnier. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 


Deserter (Russian) (Garrison). More class struggle. Dir. V. I. Pudovkin. 9 


Carlos Gardel, Mona Maria, 


mins. Rel, Oct. 1. 
Deux Orphelins, Les (Fr) (Blue Ribbon). Costume melodrama, Yvette 
Guilbert. Dir. Maurice Tourneur. 90 mins. Rei. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 15. 
Dos Mas Uno Dos (Spanish) (ox). Comedy romance. Rosita Moreno. Dir, 


Rel. Oct. 15. 
Romantic comedy. 


John Reinhardt. 60 mins. 


Dos Mujeres y un Don Juan (Sp). Dir. Jose Buchs. 98 


mins. Rel. June 1 

Du, Oder Welne (German) (General). Operetta. titta Alpar. Dir. Kari 
Froehlich. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Ein Gewisser Herr Gran (Ger) (Capital). Spy drama. Hans Albers. Dir, 
Gerhard Lamprecht. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15 

Ein Toller Ejinfall (Ger) (Ufa). Farce comedy. Willy Fritsch, Dorothea 
Wiecke. Dir Kurt Gerron. 70 mins. Rel, May 165. 

Eine Stadt Steht Kopf ‘Ger) (Capitai). Farce. Dir. Gustav Gruendgers. 17@ 
mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Eines Prinzen Junge Liebe (Ger.) (Ufa). Romantic comedy. Willy Fritsch, 
Dir. Artur Robinson. 80 mins. Rel March 15. 

En Glao Gutt (Norwegian) (Scandinavian). From Bjornson’s novei. Dir, 
John Brunius. 80 mins. Rei. Nov. 15 


Comedy with music. Kaethe 
Rel. Oct. 15. 


Einmal Eine Grosse Dame Sein (German) (Ufa). 
von Nagy. Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 70 mins. 


Ein Monn Will Nach Deutschland (Ger) (Ufa). Drama of patriotism. Dir. 
Paul Wegener. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Enemies of Progress (Russ) (Amkino) Last ot the Czarist generais. Dir. 
Beresnyeff. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 16 


Enemigos (Sp) (Inter-Continent). War drama. Dir. Chano Urueta. 70 mins. 


Rel. Aug. 15. 
Escondalo, El (Sp) (Inter-Continent). 
70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Dramatic romance. Dir. Chano Urueta, 


Es Wird Schon Wieder Besser (Ger) (Ufa). Farce. Dolly Haas. Dir Kurt 
Gerron. 65 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Feldherrnhuegel, Der (Ger) (Bavarian). Military comedy. Betty Bird. Dir. 
Eugen Thiele. 70 mins. Rel. April 15. 
Fiuechtlinge (German) (Ufa). German refugee yarn in the Far East. Hans 
Albers, Kathe von Nagy. Dir. Gustay Vocky. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Fraulein—Falsch Verbunden (Ger) (Capital). Musical comedy. Trude Bere 
liner. Dir. E. W. Emo. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 

Frechdachs, Der (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic comedy Willy Fritsch. Camilla 
Horn. Dir Carl Boese. 75 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Freundin Eines Grosser Mannes, Die (Ger) (Ufa. Theatrical comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Paul Wegener. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. ' 

Freut Euch Des Lebers (German) (Ufa). Romantic comedy Leo Eleza 
Dir. Hans Steinhoff. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. a ee 

Fuerst Woronzeff (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama. Brigitte Helm. Dir. Arthur 


Robinson. 60 mins. Rel, Nov. 15. 


Galavorstellung, Die (Ger) (Genera!) Mystery comedy with music Max 
Adalbert, the Fratellinis. Dir. Fredrich Zelnik. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Gehetzte Menschen (Ger) (Filmchoice). Drama of father love. Dir. Fredrich 
Feher. 70 mins. Rel. June 1. 


Geld Regiert die Welt (Ger). Domestic comedy. Gustav Froehlich 
Horn. Dir. Max Neufeld. 70 mins. Rel. May 1. 


Girls in Uniform (dubbed English) (Ger) (Filmchoice). Dorothea Wieck and 
Hertha Thiele. Dir. Richard Oswald. 80 mins. Rel. March ¥ 


Glueckszylinder, Der (Ger) (Capital). Boarding house romance. Felix HKres- 
sart, Charlotte Anders. Dir. Rudolf Bernauer. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. 


Granaderos de! Amor (Sp) (Fox). Romantic drama. Conchita Montenegro, 


Camilla 





Raul Roulien. Dir. John Reinhardt. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
| Heideschulmeister Uwe Karsten (Ger) (Ufa). Nazi back to the farm 
aganda. Dir. Car! Heins Wolff. 70 mins. Rel. April 15. 


on Earth (Ger) (Garrison) (dialog in five languages). Horrors of was. 


prop- 
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Dir. Victor Trivas. 80 mins. Rel. 


Hochtourist, Der (Ger) (Ufa). 


Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 


Hochzeit am Wolfgangsee (Ger). 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15, 


Inge und die Millionen (Ger) (Ufa). 
65 mins. Dir. Erich Engel. Rel. 


In the Land of the Soviets ued (Amkino). 


year. 65 mins. Rel. July 


in Wien Ham Ich Einmal Ein Maedel Getiebt (Ger). 


Eric Schoenfelder. 70 mins. Rel, 


Iza Neni (Hung). Produced, 
Rel. June 1. 

Juarez Y Maximiliano (Sp) (Col). 
80 mins. Rel. May 1 


Mexi 


Kara Slakten (Swedish) (Scandinavian). 


lander. 80 mins. Rel. May 1 


in Uniform (Ger. ). 
Jacoby. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Liebe Military ro 


Liebe Muss Verstanden i (Ger.) (Ufa). 


Hans Steinhoff. Rel. March 15. 


Luegen auf Ruegen (Ger) (General). 
Jansen. 80 mins. Rel Dec. 15. 
Madame Bovary (Fr) (Tapernoux). 
Dir. Jean Renoir. 100 mins. Rel. 
Mass Struggle (Sp) (Kinematrade). R 
mins. Rel. Sept. 15, 
Meisterdetektiv, Der (Ger) ceevarwe), 
Frank Seitz. 75 mins. Rel. Feb 
Melodia Prohibida (Sp) (Fox). 
Strayer. 70 mins. Rel. March 15. 


Melodie der Liebe (Ger). 
Rel. Sept. 15. 


Mit Dir Durch Dick und Duenn (Ger) 
Nov. 15 


Franz Slitz. 80 mins. Rel. 
Mother (Russ) (Garrison). Based ona 
mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 6. 
Mutter Der Kompagnie, Die (Ger) 
Betty Bird. 70 mins. Dir. Franz 


My Wife as | Miss (Hung). Inter-marital farce. 


Sept 

Nada Mos Que Una Mujer (Sp) (Fox 
Lachman. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Oded the Wanderer (Palestine) (Hebrew 
65 mins. Rel. May 15. 

Oro y Plata (Sp) (Inter-Continent). Ff 
90 mins. Rel. July 15 

Parada Rezerwistow (Polish) (Capital). 
zynski. 75 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Petersluce Nights (Russ) (Amkino). 
Fk. M. Dostoievsky. 70 mins. Rel, 

Petterson & Bendel (Swedish) 
Dir. Perl-Axel Branner. 80 mins. 

Problem ot Fatigue (Russ) (Amkino). 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 

Prokurator (Polish) een. 
mins. Rel. May 1 

Quick, Koenig der > na (Ufa) (Ger). 
Dir. Robert Siodmak. 80 mins. If 

Rakoczi Indulo (Hung) (Danubia). 
music. Dir. Steven Szekely. 80 

Roman Einer Nacht (Ger) (Bavaria). 


Carl Boese. 70 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Romance Tropical (Spanish). First picture made in Porto Rico. Romantic 
drama. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

8. A. Mann Brand (Ger) (Bavarian). oat propaganda. Dir. Frantz Seitz. 
85 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 29. 

Saison in Kairo (German) (Ufa). Musical comedy. Renate Mueller, Will) 
Fritsch. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 80 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 25 

Schlemihl, Der (German) (Kinematrade). Comedy. Curt Bois. Dir. Erich 
Engels. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1 

Simple Tailor (Russ) (Amkino. Drama of Jewish life. Silent with sound 
track. Dir. V. Vilner. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 16. 


Sobre Las Olas (Mex.) (Latino). 
mins. Rel March 15. 


Serment, Le (Fr.) (Protex). 
Rel. March 1, Rev. March 20 

Sombra de Pancho Villa (Sp) (Col). 
M. C. Torres. 70 mins. Rel. 

Soviet Closeups (Russ) (Amkino). 
July 15. 


Soviets Greet New Turkey. (Russ) (Amkino). 


Rel. Sept. 

Spiel Mit Dem cede (Ger) (Ufa). Domestic relations comedy. Dir. Ralph 
Arthur Roberts. 70 mins. Rel, Nov. 15. 

Spy, The (Polish) (Capital). Drama. 80 mins. Rel. March 1. 

Stern von Valencia, Der (Ge1) (Ufa). White slave traffic in Europe. Liane 
Haid. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. Rel. April 15. 

Tannenburg (Ger) (European). Military drama. Hans Stuwe. Dir. Heinz 
Paul. 85 mins. Rel. March 15. 

Tante Gusti Kommandiert (Ger). Romantic comedy. Hansi Niese, Max 
Adalbert. Dir. Carl Heinz Wolff. 70 mins. Rel. May 

Tausend fur Eine Nacht (Ger) (Capital). Farce. Trude Berliner. Dir. Max 


Mack. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Three Songs About Lenin (Russian) ifuetines. 
Nov. 


DD. Vertrov. 55 mins. Rel. 


Thunderstorm (Russ.) (Amkino). tus 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 2. 


Tochter Der Regiments, Die (Ger) (Gen 
Dir. Kar) Lamac. 70 mins. Rel. 


Trenck (Ger) (General). 
and Ernst Neubach. 80 mins. R 


Tres Amores (Spanish) (U). 


Dir. Moe Sachin. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1 
Und es Leuchtet die Puszta (Ger) (Ufa). Musical romance. Wolf Albach- 
Retty. Dir. Heinz Hille. 80 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Unsere Fahne Flattert Uns Voran (Ger) (Ufa). 


Hans Steinhoff. 80 nm 


Verkaufte Braut (Ger) (Kinematrade). 
Novotna. Dir. Max Ophuls. 


Vi Som Gar Koksvagen (Swedish) (Sca 


Georg. Dir. 


Volga Volga (Fr.) (dubbed English) (Kinematrade). 


70 mins. Rel. Dec. 

Waltz Time in Vienna (Ger) (Ufa). 
Renate Mueller, Willy Fritsch, 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Wenn Herzen Sich Finden (Ger). Ron 
Erich Engels. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 

Wie Mann Maenner Fesseit (Ger). 
Carl Boese. 75 mins. Rel. 

Wie Sag Ich’s Metnen Man? (Ger) (Ura). 
hold Schuenzel. 

Youth of Russia (Yiddish) 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Robin Hood. 


(Sov-Am). 


Key to Address 
Acme, 56 East 14 St. 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Blue Ribbon Picts., 154 W. 55th. 


Capital Film. 630 Ninth Ave. 
Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European Film, 154 West 55th. 


Romantic comedy in Alps. 
70 mins. Rel. 


Romantic comedy. 


Romantic crook drama. 


written by and starring Sari Fedek. 


Faithful transcription of Flaubert epic. 
27. 


Lara fantasy. Jose Mojica. 


Musical romance. 


(Bavaria). 


Based | two Dostoievsky stories. Dir 


p Miia Ls set 
Tense court drama. 


Musical romance, with Paul Abraham, 


Historical romance. 
Heavy drama of love. Dir. Abel Gance. 
Life of the Mexican bandit ‘chief. Dir. 


March 1. 
Newsreel compilation. 


Military drama. 


Heavy drama, 


80 mins. Rel. 


Musical based on Johan Strauss’ life. 


Franziska Gaal. 
May 15. 


70 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. 


Jan. 15. Rev. Feb. 6. 


Otto Wallburg. 
Jan. 16. 


Dir. Hans Behrendt. 


Brigitte Helm. 
April 15. 


Newsreel compilation of past 


Military musical. Dir. 
May 15. 


80 mins 
can royalty’s fall. Dir. Miguel Torres 


Romantic musical. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 


mance. Harry Liedtke. Dir. Georg 


Comedy drama with music. Dir 


Farce. Otto Wallburg. Dir. Viktor 


Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 
ussian revolt. Dir. I. Kavaleridze. 70 


Mystery satire. Weiss Ferdl. Dir 


Dir. Frank 


Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. 


(Bavaria), Comedy romance. Dir. 


Gorky novel. Dir. V. lL. Pudovkin. 70 


Military farce. Welss-Ferd) 


Seitz. Rel. March 1 


Dir. Steven Szekely. 80 mins. 


). Version of ‘Pursued.’ Dir. Harry 


). Life in Palestine. Dir. C. Halahmi 


Romantic tragedy. Dir. Ramon Peon 


Military musical. Dir. Michael Was- 


Sept. 
Comedy-drama with music 
Rel. Feb. 15. 


Scientific study. Dir. I. P. Pavlov. 60 


Dir. M. Waszynski. 80 


Comedy. Lilian Harvey, Hans Albers 
tel. Dec. 1. 


mins. Rel. Novy. 15. 


Romantic mystery. Liane Haid. Dir 


Cir. Ramon Peon. 76 


90 mins. 


60 mins. Rel. 


Newsreel compilation. 60 mins. 


Newsreel compilation. Dir. 


sian melodrama, Dir. V. Petrov. 80 


eral). Military musical. Anny Ondra 
April 1 

Dorothea. Wieck. Dir. 
el. April 1. 

Anita Campillo, Mona Maris. 


Hans Pau) 


Hitler propaganda. Heinrich 
nins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 17. 


Smetana’s operetta diluted. Jamila 
April 15. Rev. May 1 


Musical. Rel. April 15. 
Adventure of a Cossack 
15. Rev. Dec. 25 


ndinavian). 


Dir. Ludwig Berger. 80 mins. Rel. 


antic comedy. Charlotte Ander. Dir. 
i 


Musical comedy. Dir 


Farce. Renate Muelier. Dir. Rein- 


Religious conflict. Dir. Henry Lynn. 


Filmchoice, 509 Madison Ave. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Genera) Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Inter-Continent, 50 E. 42nd St. 
Jewish American, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 
Scandinavian Films, 220 W. 42d. 
John Tapernoux, 126 West 56th St. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 








Boeitinger Joins Hays 

John Boettinger, Washington, D. 
C., newspaper correspondent, yes- 
terday (Monday) joined the Hays 
Office staff as assistant to Will 
Hays, one of several in the M. P. 
*. DD. A. 

Boettinger was Washington cor- 
respondent for the Chi Tribune, 








ROLLAND SEAL SUED 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Rolland D. Seal, who, with Ray 
Deusern, operates the Wilshire the- 
atre in Santa Monica, is being sued 
for $75,000 heart balm by Madoline 





Marie Jewett. 
She charges breach of promise | 
to wed. 


Cummins-Koerpel’s Try 
In Syracuse Flivs Quick 


Syracuse, Dec. 17. 
Sam Cummins-Jacques H. Koer- 
pel regime at the Civic, local white 
elephant, was a quick flop, folding 
after three days’ try with ‘Man of 
Courage.’ Latter was the second 


Madness,’ never getting started, due 


to Catholic protests to the city hall. 

Cummins-Koerpel took the Civic 
for a minimum of four weeks, and 
had announced ‘War Is a Racket,’ 
‘The Nudist’ and ‘Boys Will Be 
Girls,’ latter a stage show, for suc- 
cessive appearances. 

House reverts to Leavenworth 
Steele, who recently leased it, tried 
a repeat film policy and closed after 
two weeks. 


Chain of Art Film 
Houses, Exchanges 
Planned for Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Plans for a circuit of arty picture 
houses to play foreign features are 
being fostered by Dr. Hugo Riesen- 
feld, Abe Meyer and Ira Simmons. 
Houses will be patterned after their 
Filmarte here, which opens Christ- 
mas. Houses in San Francisco, 
Portland and Seattle are planned. 

They are also opening an ex- 
change to handle foreign films on 
the Pacific Slope. 








| City will tak 
scheduled attraction, the first, ‘Sex | ,~ aut take 





N.Y. Retail Sales Tax Has Theatres 
Dizzy Over Accessory Payments 





The retail sales tax in New York 
thousands out of the 
box offices it will indirectly affect 
in one manner or another. This in- 
cludes not only the theatres of New 
York City itself but those outside 
which do their buying in the tax- 
able area. 

Many matters which may run up 
the tax burden for theatres h ve 
not yet been decided. Among these 
is the question of whether all 
houses served by New York ex- 
changes must bear the burden of a 
tax on such things as ad sales ac- 
cessories, which are purchased 
through the exchange from which 
pictures are booked. This takes in 
posters, window cards, cutouts and 
the like supplied by the various 
branches of the distributors. The- 
atre tickets, equipment material 
furnished theatres from Erpi’s New 
York headquarters and other items 
which may be bought in the city 
under contracts are also disturbing 
the out-of-town theatres. 


Affects N. J. 

New Jersey exchanges of the dis- 
tributors are all located in New 
York, which means that exhibitors 
of that State are also affected to 
some extent. New York exchanges 
take in all of Long Island, West- 
chester County and New York State 
up to and including Kingston, N. Y. 

While many out-of-town theatre 





Comparative Grosses for November 





(Continued from page 20) 
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Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 

ALABAMA 365 Nites Cleopatra Wiags ~~ Evelyn 

(2,800; 30-35-40)| in H’wood $6,000 $6,500 Prentice 

High. $29,000 and $6,000 

Low.. 3,500} Happiness 

Ahead 

$7,000 
STRAND Dude Galante Lemon Private 
, (800; 25) Ranger $1,200 Drop Car 

High. $5,100 $1,500 $1,500 $1,200 

Low.. 800 
EMPIRE Howling Lady By Chin Lost 
(1,100; 28) Dog Choice Chow Lady 

—— on $2,000 $1,800 $2,300 $1,900 

Low. 

Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 
PARA- Menace Pursuit Limehouse It’s A Gift 
MOUNT $10,000 Happiness Blues $10,700 
(2,348; 35-80) (Spices of and and (‘Smile 
High. $21,000 1934’) Tomorrow's Young, Again Rev.) 
Low.. 2,600 Youth Beautiful 
$5,700 $6,500 
POLI’S Widow Evelyn Live Again Painted | 
(3,040; 35-50) $9,700 Prentice and Veil and 
High. a and Fugitive Hell In 
Low.. Wednesday’s Lady Heavens 
Child $9,500 $9,000 
___ $10,200 > ee 
SHERMAN | Transatlantic Outcast Gentlemen Limberlost 
(2,200; 35-50) and Lady Born and and 
High. $16,000 St. Louis and Kansas Kentucky 
Low.. 1,500 Kid Bike Rider Princess Kernels 
$7,000 $4,290 $4,800 $2,500 
ine ae = __(5 days) _ 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6 _ 
B’WAY Happiness (Sell Anything Evelyn Flirtation 
(2,000; 25-40) Ahead and Prentice Walk 

High. $21,000 $5,800 Outcast Lady $6,300 $6,600 

Low.. 2,500 $4,800 - ES, a se 
UNITED Widow Widow Transatlantic Live 

ARTISTS $7,600 $1,100 $5,600 Again 
(1,000; 25-40) (2a wk- $5,200 

High. $13,200 4 days) 

Low.. 1,200 Sa ae = — 
PARA- Cleopatra Peck’s Boy Night of Captain 
MOUNT $7,800 $5,700 Love Hates Sea 

(3,000; 25-40) | (Stage Show)| (Long Tack $7,600 $6,300 

High. $16,000 Sam) 

Low.. 3,000 ae aes oe a = 

SEATTLE 
Nov. 1 ___Nov. 22 _ ___Nov. 29 Dec. 6 _ 
FIFTH AVE, Widow ~~ Widow Evelyn ~~ Hell in 
(2,400; 25-40) $7,800 $4,000 Prentice Heavens 

High. $26,000 (24d wk— $11,500 $9,200 

Low. 2,500 5 days) __(8 days) _|___ (6 days) _ 
PARA- Caravan Student Tour Galante Every 
MOUNT $5,300 and and. Woman 

(3,103; 25-38) (Vaude) Wagon Should Listen Knows 
High. $21,000 Wheels $7,100 and 
Low.. 1, $6,200 365 Nites in 

Hollywood 
ee eS ee a ___ $5,500 eles 

LIBERTY Night of Love) Love Love Love 

(1,900; 15-35) $10,000 $10,000 $8,300 $6,000 

High. $12,000 (2d wk) (3d wk) (4th wk) 

Low.. 2,100 EE Pareles peace ee sae 
MUSIC Limberlost Sell Exciting Hat, Coat, 

BOX $2,800 Anything Adventure Glove 

(950; 25-35) and and and 

High. $17,000 Dangerous Wednesday’s Girl of 

Low.. 2,000 Corner Child Dreams 

$2,800 $2,400 $2,900 
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owners come into New York to do 
their buying, principally accessories, 
they may avoid the tax by having 
the material shipped. It seems that 
although the sale is made in New 


York City, if delivery is outside, 
there is no levy. If the stuff is 
picked up here, there is. Big ques- 


tion on film and accessories must 
be answered for the theatres located 
in the taxable area. 

Expectation is that rulings will 
be sought on ad sales accessories, 
among other items, It may be that 
accessories out of film exchanges 
can avoid the tax. Although they 
are actually sold to exhibitors, film 
contracts carry a clause that they 
shall remain the property of the 
distributor. This was inserted in 
the exhibition contract to restrict 
their resale by exhibitors after hav- 
ing once been used. 

Presumption of film men is that 
film sold to exhibitors is not tax- 
able because the prints are leased 
and must be returned to the dis- 
tributor after having been played 
according to play date for which 
paid. But a ruling may be neces- 
sary on this point. The distributors 
are not known to contemplate pass- 
ing on to exhibitors the added cost 
to them on prints as a result of 
increased overhead. In addition to 
extra cost of maintaining exchanges 
through necessities which have to 
be purchased, any raw film bought 
in New York for printing or other 
costs in connection with laboratory 
work will run up the overhead on 
all products sold in the city for the 
wide territory served. 

Theatres are already concerned 
about the accounting problem the. 
new sales tax entails and the addew 
overhead in operation to be charged 
against intake. While the tax does 
not apply to the sale of tickets at 
the box office, it has to be paid by 
the theatres in many other direc- 
tions, including coal, projection re- 
placements, carbons, electric light 
bulbs, janitor supplies, replaced 


| chairs, tickets, etc. Carbons alone 


for the average house run to $90 a 
week. The weekly coal bill is about 
the same for a medium sized the- 
atre. 


$500 Taxable 


The average amount of overhead 
which is taxable runs close to $500 
a week, 

It may run above that should 
such an item as advertising be 
deemed taxable because it is pur- 
chased outright. Doubted, however, 
that all advertising costs will be 
taxable, although considered that 
such materials as cuts, photostatic 
copies, printed stills and the like 
won't escape the levy. So far the 
theatres are not certain on just 
what a tax should be paid. 

This includes house fronts and 
lobby displays, cost of which fre- 
quently runs into the thousands, 
This material is built for the vari- 
ous theatres and paid for, although 
usually of no value after an en- 
gagement, with result it is returned 
to its maker. Sometimes portions 
of house fronts or lobby displays 
are used over again. 

Since the theatres usually have 
no use for this material on comple- 
tion of engagement for which built, 
it is understood it is to be ordered 
in the future on a leasing basis, 
which, it is believed, would make 
it untaxable., 

It will probably be several weeks 





before theatres know exactly what 
they will have to pay to New York 
City as a tax. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollvwood. 1._>. 17. 

Ambassador Pictures has bought 
screen rights to eight outdoor 
stories by James Oliver Curwood 
for next year’s Kermit Maynard 
series, 

‘Molly and Me,’ made by Tiffany 
in 1929, has been sold to Warners &&- 
a musical for Joe E. Brown. 

Metro has bought ‘Man of the 
World’ from John Farrow, one of 
its staff writers. 

‘You’ve Gotta Have Romance,’ by 
Eleanor Griffin and Wm. Rankin, 
has been bought by Par as a Carole 
Lombard-Fred McMurray vehicle. 

Eric Hatch’s novel, ‘Fly-by-Night,’ 
bought wd Fou. 


TITLE ‘CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 





Radio has retagged ‘Cape Cod,’ 
James Barton starrer, as ‘Captain 
Hurricane.’ 

Fox's ‘Safe in Jail’ has been re- 


named ‘Tabloid.’ 
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Bias ies Glib in Criticism 
But Slow on Constructive Action, 
KSTP Director Tells Listeners 


+ 


St. Paul, Dec. 17. 
Kids wake up in their sleep trying 
sidestep that withering death 
They sneak deeper under their 
to escape some _ radio 
blue-steel scimitar. 


to 
ray. 
coverlets 
meanie’s 
It’s been going 
this sort of thing, and the end is 
not yet. But Thomas Dunning 
Rishworth, KSTP educational direc- 
tor and Uncle Tom of that sta- 
tion’s Children’s Hour, proposes to 
do something about it. And how. 
It all came to a head when the 
Minneapolis Parent-Teacher Assn. 
groups recently joined in a cam- 
paign of protest against children’s 
programs, sending resolutions to 
all northwest radio stations. 
Rishworth promptly took up the 
cudgels and for the first time in the 
six years he’s been conducting the 
KSTP Children’s Hour, became a 
bit wrathy on the air. For 10 min- 
utes during the hour on Monday 
(10) he minced no words. In sub- 
stance, it was ‘put up or shut up.’ 
He invited all parents who object- 
ed to kid’s programs to cut out the 
side-stepping, stop gabbing and DO 
something—or turn off their radios. 
He scored Minneapolis PTA's for 
insincerity, and ambiguity, and 
claimed their attitude manifestly 
unjust if every member of various 
groups was not represented at meet- 
ings which adopted resolutions. 


Rishworth also lit into T. P. Gid- 
dings, supervisoz of musical educa- 
tion for Minneapolis schools, for 
being opposed to ‘one of the best 
educational programs for children 
now on the air, NBC’s Walter 
Damrosch Music Appreciation Hour.’ 
Rishworth revealed that while op- 
posed to the program, Giddings at 
the same time is a member of its 
advisory board. 

Rishworth’s spirited stand had 
two immediate and direct results: a 
fiood of letters and phone calls sup- 
porting him and an invitation from 
the Minneapolis PTA ccuncil to 
conduct a symposium on children’s 
programs at one of the Minneap- 
olis schools, 

Meeting was called for tomorrow 
(18), with audience composed of two 
representatives of every Minne- 
apolis PTA group. On the plat- 
form with Rishworth will be repre- 
sentatives from the following or- 
ganizations: Minnesota Educational 
Assn., University of Minnesota, 
Minnesota Federation of Women’s 
clubs, Campfire Girls, Boy Scouts. 

With kids throughout the coun- 
try missing their meals and doing 
a slide down the health charts as 
a result, simply because they can’t 


on for months, 








Skeptical Mags 


Periodical publishers, notably 
Hearst, McCall, Satevepost 
and Crowell, are surveying the 
public for sponsor identifica- 
tion on radio programs. Un- 
derstood the undercover ob- 
jective of the glazed paper 
boys is to lay the facts thus 
adduced in juxtaposition with 
facts previously gathered for 
the publishers on advertising 
identification of copy pub- 
lished in magazines. It is the 
thought of the publishers that 
their findings will reveal a sit- 
uation favorable to them. 

Clark-Hooper is making the 
survey for the periodicals. 

















CROSSLEY REPORT TO 
ASSUME NEW FORM 


Subscribers to the Co-operative 
Analysis of Broadcasting, otherwise 


known as the Crossley Reports, will 
get a better idea of how their pro- 
grams are faring as compared to 
other shows using the same span of 
time when the next set of popularity 
ratings is released. Documenting 
of the period poll results is being 
revised so that the hour, half-hour 
and quarter-hour shows are each 
grouped as to time units.. There 
will also be an average rating for 
each time class. 

By separating the programs ac- 
cording to the segment of the clock 
and listing them in groups it is fig- 
ured that the sponsor and agency 
will obtain a better interpretation of 
their program’s relative standing. 
Instead of comparing the rating of 
a quarter-hour show with that of 
an hour’s stanza these concerned 
will measure the status of a quar- 
ter-hour affair by the average per- 
centage prevailing for the quarter- 
hour class, 

New form of the Crossley Reports 
will also indicate what the changes 
in average percentages have been for 
each class of time unit for the two 
previous two releases. 











wait to hear when and where the 
corpse will turn up, or who did the 
counterfeiting, slugged the mort- 
gage-ridden widow or robbed poor 
Mr. Zilch, the present picture is ad- 
mittedly acute. Blood-and-thunder, 
marrow-chilling, hair-raising, nerve- 
gripping radio programs designed 
for children’s consumption have 
left the kiddies with a bad case of 
jitters, 
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Christmas Gift 


Station Managers Will Find a Year’s Sub- 
scription to VarIETy, the only critical 
medium in Broadcasting, an Appreciated 
Gift by Station Employes or Business As- 
Packed with News and Ideas— 


An Investment in Source Material. 
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SECOND RADIO PRIEST 


Father Cox of Pittsburgh On CBS 
From KQV 








Two Pittsburgh programs will go 
over the ABS network for the first 
time on Dec. 22. Both from station 
KQV. First is the new Father Cox 
hour, which is to present some mili- 
tant political and timely surveys. 
Priest cannot solicit funds over the 
air, it is understood, On from 8:15 
to 8:45 o'clock, 

Next in order will be Will Ry- 
shanek’s music from Hotel Schen- 
ley. 


Lasker Back as 
[. & T. Prexy as 
R. Sollitt Quits 


Chicago, Dec. 1T. 

Ralph Sollitt has resigned 
president of Lord & Thomas, effec- 
tive immediately. Sollitt’s resigna- 
tion breaks an association with this 
agency since 1923 and removes a 


president who has been in the chair 
since 1931. A. D.-Lasker returns to 
active presidency of the organiza- 
tion and Sollitt will continue on the 
directorial board. 


Other elections last week in the 
agency named Don Francisco as ex- 
ecutive vice-president resident in 
Los Angeles. In New York among 
the top men in the agency will be 
Sheldon Coons and Steve Hannigan, 
among others, while here in Chicago 
Ralph Allum continues as head of 
the local office with David Noyes 
and Stewart Sherman in high exec 
positions. 


WHN, NEW YORK, WIRE 
TO FLORIDA FIGHT 


Benny Leonard will broadcast 
fights for Truly Warner firm from 
Miami during winter over WHN, 
New York. Said to be the longest 
single wired remote job on record. 
Leonard has regular weekly series 
over station covering mat tussles at 
St. Nicholas arena on Mondays and 
from Ridgewood Grove on Satur- 
days. 

Period will cover from eight to 
10 weeks, with former champ hop- 
ping back and forth. 
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Ad Agency Will Tell 





System devised by the research 


Dr. George Gallup, who, 


two sets of figures. One is the 


from an inquiry. 


station. 


the imposition of outside criteria. 





for determining the value of each radio station according to lis- 
tener response can, if adopted by the advertising trade in general, 
force a complete readjustment of rates in the broadcasting indus- 
try. Copies of the mass of charts developed by the probe have been 
turned over to Professor H. S. Hettinger, who recently took a year's 
leave of absence from the University of Pennsylvania, to make a 
study of the relation between station coverage and cost to the ad- 
vertiser for the National Association of Broadcasters, 


as director 
Rubicam, charted and directed all angles of the inquiry, describes 
his as a simple way of determining station coverage, even though 
it is still in the experimental staye. 


primary and secondary areas and the other is the 
breakdown by primary and secondary areas of the mail received 
Involved in the system are two equations, one 
dealing with the value per listening unit of the station's city cover- 
age and the other with the like value for the coverage outside the 
city. On one side of the multiple mark in each equation is the num- 
ber of sets over the number of responses and on the other. the ratio 
of the number of responses to the sets in the area over the figure 
‘X’ which represents the unknown value per listening unit of the 


Dr. Gallup avers that in some of the spots probed the local sta- 
tions were charging anywhere from 10 to 20 times more for per 
listener than outlets in other sections of the country. 
he said, showed that an appreciable number of the country’s sta- 
tions carried rates that were far beyond their worth, while other 
outlets were selling their facilities at excessively low levels. 

Networks are reported alarmed and resentful at the efforts of 
agency to work out a method of cost-appraisal. 
stated if the movement should spread the networks would combat 


department of Young & Rubicam 


of research for Young & 


The method relies wholly on 
census of sets in each station's 
results by a 


The chartings, 


One executive has 








NRA HEARS BUFFALO 
PANELMEN DISPUTE 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 


Operators’ strike at WEBR (How- 
ell Broadcasting Company) was 
settled after labor differences with 
the station already had been aired 
before the NRA Adjustment Bu- 
reau, 

Two operators who had been dis- 
charged were re-employed, although 
one resigned immediately after hav- 
ing been reinstated. Prior to the 
NRA hearing the station headquar- 
ters had. been picketed by the 
operators, 








McKee on Coast 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


J. H. McKee, of Cecil, Warwick & 
Cecil, is due here this week to start 
the Grace Moore programs for Vicks 
over NBC. Expects to be on the 
Coast a month. 

No date set for the beginning of 
the program, but likely start early 
in the new year. 





ABS Affiliates’ First Get-Together 
Sets Rates; Cormier, Aleshire Debut 





+2 
es 


ABS rates are due for revision 
shortly following the one-day ses- 
sion held Tuesday (11) at the Wal- 
dorf - Astoria hotel, New York, in 
which all network affiliates came 
together for the first time. Albert 
Cormier, new v.p. in charge of sales, 
and Edward Aleshire, director of 
sales research and development, 
presented to the visitors also for 
first time. 

Closer co-ordination in operation 
discussed at length. The slashing 
of commercial schedules now in 
process to be ready for the stations 
within a week’s time. Not all rates 
are to be changed, however. 


Those attending meeting were: 
Alfred Pote and William Pote, of 
WMEX, Boston; William C. Cherry, 
Jr., president, WPRO, Providence; 
William J. Pape, president, WIXBS, 
Waterbury; Benedict Gimbel, Jr., 
president, WIP, Philadelphia; Clair 
McCollough, president, WDEL, Wil- 
mington; John Elmer, president, 
WCBM, Baltimore; H. J. Brennen, 
president, KQV, Pittsburgh; Robert 
M. Thompson, commercial manager, 
KQV, Pittsburgh; H. H. Howell, 
president, WEBR, Buffalo; Roy Al- 
bertson, general manager, WEBR, 
Buffalo; Ralph Matheson, treasurer, 


WHDH, Boston; Harold Smith, 
president, WABY, Albany; Ralph 
Atlass, president, WJJD, Chicago; 


William Clark, manager, WFB™, 
Cincinnati; James L, Hughes, gen- 
eral manager, WHBF, Rock Island, 
and L. A. Benson, president, WIL, 
St. Louis, 





ROCHESTER STUNNED 


Pure Oil’s Terse Plugs Delights 
Station 








Rochester, Dec. 17. 

Pure Oil Company of Rochester 
is astounding the radio trade by 
advertising the brevity of ballyhoo 
its new program of 16 male 
voices over WHEC. At the opening 
broadcast Sunday, Dec. 9, the an- 
nouncer said: ‘Pure Oil Company, 


makers of etc. (listing products) 
presents—’ 


Next day the company called the 
station and complained, ‘Too com- 
mercial. It’s too good a program 
to clutter up with advertising. 
Make the opening, ‘Pure Oil Com- 
pany presents—’ 


in 


Other announcements also were 
cut so that no more than 20 words 
of advertising were given for the 
15-minute program, a new attitude 
in this city, where the stations have 
to use pressure to keep advertisers 
from usurping the programs, 

WHE C is surprised and delighted. 


WJW, Akron, Joins ABS 


WJW, Akron, is latest station to 
join ABS network. Members of the 
firm are: Williar. T. Jones, Samuel 
Townsend and John F. Weimer. 











Went into effect Saturday (15). 


Telephone Co. 
Raps Station 
Before FCC 


Washington, Pa., Dec. 17. 


Granting of a license renewal for 
WNBO here is being held up by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion pending the receipt of its ex- 
aminer’s report on the case. Among 
those who opposed the station's 





renewal application during the 
hearing before Examiner Ralph 
L. Walker was the local tele- 


phone company. Latter accused the 
outlet of circumventing the cost of 
a special telephone hookup for a 
football broadcast by making rou- 
tine long-distance calls from a point 
25 miles away from Washington. 

Phone company cited other ine 
stances of alleged similar practices 
and averred that its contract for 
local exchange service was confined 
to personal and business calls and 
not for the transmission of remote 
point broadcasts. 


COMPLAINED OF HOURS; 
AS EXECS IT’S WORSE 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

Murray Arnold and John Hayes, 
a duo of WIP ex-spielers who have 
been upped to publicity and pro« 
gramming respectively, were the 
studio’s constant squawkers anent 
night announcing. 

Boys find that their new chores 
bring them in at seven in the dawn- 
ing for a short stay until midnight 
or so. 


Life Savers Goes Web 


Life Savers, once a major spender 
in the spot broadcast field, goes 
CBS January 7 with a 15-minute 
patter act, ‘Vivian and Her Life 
Saver,’ over 36 stations. Candy ac- 
count will use evening spots on both 
the Monday and Wednesday sched- 
ules. 

Topping & Lloyd, 
agency. 














Inc., is the 





Bernie Bierman’s Acct. 


St. Paul, Dec. 1T. 
Bernie Bierman, coach of the 
champion Minnesota eleven, starts 


airing for General Mills every Mon- 
day from 9:30-9:45 P. M., beginning 


Dec. 24. 
Will be interviewed by Halsey 
Hall, Minneapolis Journal’ sports 


scribbler and WCCO’'s baseball and 
football expert. 

Program, designed to sell 
Wheaties, will include the original 
Wheaties quartet for the lighter 
entertainment. Signed for 13 weeks, 
McCord Co. agented. 
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RAISE PROPAGANDA ISSUE 


INDIRECT RAP 
AT TRANS AADI 


Hanson’s Veiled Attack May 
Open Press-Radio Ques- 
tion Again—Expect Fed’l 
Move to Curb Paper-Sta- 
tion Tieups 








PUBS WORRIED 





Uneasiness caused among the 
newspaper press associations the 
past several months over the strides 
made by the Transradio Press 
Service was brought out into the 
open last week when Elisha Han- 
son, counsel for the American 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
in a radio address scored Trans- 
radio’s affilialtion with Havas, the 
French subsidized news agency. 
Herbert Moore, president of Trans- 
radio, in a letter addressed to M. H. 
Aylesworth last Friday (14) de- 
manded that he be granted the 
same NBC facilities in which to 
answer Hanson's remarks, 


Hanson charged in his talk over a 
WJZ hookup Wednesday night (12) 
that foreign radio stations under 
government control are attempting 
to spread propaganda in this coun- 
try. Without mentioning Trans- 
radio by name Hanson declared 
that ‘recently a French government 
subsidized news agency established 
a contact with an American group 
for the purpose of broadcasting for- 
eign news reports in the United 
States.’ 

‘The question,’ continued Hanson, 
‘should be asked by any American 
listener: Why should this be when 
the impartial, unbiased, uncolored 
and authentic news reports of the 
four great press associations have 
been made available to all Ameri- 
can citizens through the Press- 
Radio Bureau. If any agency sub- 
sidized by the French government 
can utilize American broadcast 
facilities, then there is no reason 
why other agencies—those serving 
Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin, or any 
other dictator—may not do the 
same.’ 

Moore’s answer to Hanson’s re- 
marks is that his organization is 
operating along the same lines as 
the Associated Press. Although 
both are allied with the semi-offi- 
cial news agencies of France, Eng- 
land, Italy, Germany, Russia and 
Germany, they each have corre- 
spondents established in the impor- 
tant capitals of Europe whose func- 
tion if is to get the American slant 
on events and to provide aid In 
filtering the news at this end. 

Moore avers that he is aware of 
the fact that the Press-Radio Bu- 
reau has been transcribing Trans- 
radio news broadcasts on aluminum 
with the object of culling them for 
propaganda and news piracy. Moore 
regards the tenor of Hanson’s 
speech as revealing a desperate 
move to keep the press associations 
in line. 

Recent reports in newspaper 
circles have had it that Carl Bickel, 
head of the United Press, is anxious 
to resume for his service the radio 
sideline, which he had to abandon 
when his organization became a 
party to the press-radio pact. Bickel 
has given considerable study to the 
development of Transradio. Bickel 
offered to have the U. P. wire carry 
Moore’s answer to Hanson. 

On Friday Moore sent a message 
over the teletype to his station sub- 
écribers. Excerpt is as follows: 

‘Hearty approval of the stand 
against foreign propaganda in the 
United States, as voiced by Elisha 


Hanson, general counsel for the 
American Newspaper Publishers’ 
Association, was expressed today 
by Herbert Moore, president of 


Transradio Press Service and the 
Radio News Association. 
‘Transradio’s foreign correspond- 
ents, American born or American 
trained, today stand guard against 
propaganda in all major world capi- 
tals, and provide the American 
People with that absolutely un- 
biased, non-partisan sews which 








EPILOGS 


Danny Malone Back in England— 
Gardel Off Air 








Danny Malone Irish tenor im- 
ported by NBC some months ago is 
now back in England. Singer 
whose entry into the states was 
ballyhooed knot by knot in mid- 
ocean, had a short fling at the U.S. 
air waves and then faded. 

Next his voice was heard with 
the Abbey Theatre Players in one 
of their quaint productions, Then 
after some Decca recordings he 
sailed back to England. Variety 
and BBC dates on the other side, 
including a tour of Scotland. He 
may return later for another try. 

Carlos Gardel, South American 
sizzler is another foreign voice im- 
ported at great expense by NBC. 
He too is now away from the micro- 
phone. Hollywood is his new ad- 
dress where he is making Spanish 
films. 

In both cases the publicity depart 
ment wore itself out thinking up 
gags and choice phrases for the im- 
portations. 





the vast social responsibility of 
radio demands for America’s im- 
mense radio audience, It carries on 
the splendid newspaper tradition of 
America by purchasing any sup- 
plementary news it needs from the 
same foreign press associations 
which have so long and ably sup- 
plied the great newspaper press 
services.’ 





Washington, Dec. 17. 

Federal moves to curb tie-up be- 
tween broadcasters and newspapers 
is in prospect as consequence of 
steady invasion of radio field by 
press throughout the country. 

First blow in impending warfare 
was struck last week by Repre- 
sentative Emanuel Celler of Brook- 
lyn, who appeared before Federal 
Communications Commission in op- 
position to application of the 
Brooklyn Eagle for permission to 
operate on the 1,4°0-k.c. frequency 
now shared by four small Brooklyn 
transmitters. 

Threatening to ask Congress to 
enact appropriate legislation, Celler 
bluntly registered his opposition to 
press ownership of broadcast facili- 
ties and called for competition be- 
tween two agencies. 

‘I am opposed to any newspaper 
owning and operating a station,’ 
Representative Celler said. ‘It isa 
matter that is fraught with a great 
deal of danger, especially in these 
perilous times when the greatest 
freedom should be given to the dis- 
semination.of news.’ 

‘There should be as many owners 
of radio facilities and newspapers 
as possible so that there cannot be 
any combination that will narrow 
that type of dissemination. News- 
papers should stick to their own 
knitting. They should not own and 
operate stations, and I would be 
for legislation which would sepa- 
rate them.’ 

Possibility of Congressional action 
is not to be laughed at, according 
to local indications, since organized 
labor is taking an interest in the 
increasingly frequent tie-ups and 
is likely to ask Congress to take 
steps to preserve competition. 
American Federation of Labor lead- 
ers fear the continued invasion of 
broadcasting industry by publishers 
will eventually penalize workers or 
place further obstacles in the way 
of unionization of studios. Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers recently called attention 
to the number of assignments of 
licenses to press gr oups and extent 
of radio ow nership or operation of 
transmitters. 

Press-radio 


war is expected to 


break out on another front here 
this winter asa consequence of the 
srowing importance of Trans-Radio 
Press Service. While no moves 
have been made by radio news col- 
lectors to force the issue, it is in- 
evitable that before the winter ends 
a show-down must occur on the 
question of admitting Trans-Radic 
legmen to Capitol press galleries, 


Any overt row over this matter is 
bound to blow the lid off the whole 
radio-press agreement and throw 
the entire subject open for further 
discussion. Broadcasters here feel 
that radio must obtain a better 
break in the news field, but pub- 
lishers on the whole are determined 
to Keep ether tndustry tn check, 





ASCAP NOT DISCUSSED AT N. A.B. 
DIRECTORATE’S QUARTERLY CONFAB 








Odd Commercial 





Hookup between Hal Kemp 
and the King Feature Service 
is the first of its kind involv- 
ing a dance combo, a hotel and 
a group of syndicated column- 
ists and cartoon strip names. 

Series of sustaining pickups 
from the Pennsylvania, Kemp’s 
current stand, starting this 
Thursday (20) will have the 
band leader interviewing Bing 
Crosby, Milt Gross, Robert L. 
Ripley, Jack Lait, James As- 
well, George McManus, Otto 
Soglow and Prunella Wood. 


$250,000 FOR 
HOLLYWOOD 
STUDIO 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Don Gilman, coast v.p. of NBC, 


and O. B. Hanson, chief engineer, 
have been here a week looking for 
a suitable location for new chain 
headquarters here. Execs have so 
far failed to find what they need. 
Plan is to get a building already 
erected which can be revamped but 
so far have drawn a blank. 


Report is that the chain is willing 
to spend up to $250,000 for new 
facilities, and will build if neces- 
sary. New quarters are to take the 
place of the present offices and 
transmitting rooms on the RKO Iot. 


Feldman, WNEW V-P 


Robert Feldman is slated to get 
a vice-presidency at station 
WNEW, New York. 

WNEW’’s only other v: p. is Dick 
O’Day. Milton Biow owns the sta- 
tion, 




















Hostetler Ill, 


Can’t Attend—Next Convention 


Colorado Between July 1-15—Bellows Warns of 
Impending Legislation in Washington 


rN 
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BILL TO TAX 
RADIO ADV. 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Enactment of legislation impos- 
ing a Federal tax on radio advertis- 
ing will be urged in the forthcom- 
ing session of Congress. While de- 
tails have not been worked out, a 
scheme uuder which broadcasters 
would make some payment to the 
Federal Government for their fran- 
chises is certain to be drafted and 
submitted for Congressional con- 
sideration, A substantial bloc of 
members who feel that the broad- 
cast industry is getting a great deal 
for nothing is behind the idea. 

One bill is being prepared by 
former Representative Edgar How- 
ard of Nebraska, who forecast Sat- 
urday (15) that the measure would 
be introduced early in the session, 
which opens Jan. 3. Tax rate has 
not been decided but proposed tar- 
iffs run from 1% to 10%. Conflict- 
ing suggestions are under consid- 
eration, some members advocating 
definite fixing of the rate by Con- 
gress and others urging that the 
problem be left to the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, 

One objective of the bill is to pro- 
vide revenue with which the Fed- 
eral Government might aid states in 
improving and maintaining educa- 
tional facilities. Another idea would 
provide for the use of the funds de- 
rived from the advertising impost 
for the maintenance and operation 
of educational stations by Federal 
agencies, 








Russ Hodges has joined WJJD, 
Chicago, as a specialist in sports. 
He hails from the announcing staff 
of WHBF, Rock Island-Daven- 





port, Ia. 





Special Equipment 


for Stations 


to Broadcast Film Sound Track 
of Newsreels; Liquor Account 








Erwin, Wasey agency is develop- 
ing for National Distillers a spot 
broadcasting campaign along insti- 
tutional lines, with the program 
composed of newsreel clips. Tied in 
with the project is Pathe News, 
whose resources would be used for 
the gathering, editing and distrib- 
uting of the clips for the stations on 
the National Distillers list. By 
wrapping up the ad text in a pro- 
gram with a striking element of edu- 
cational and informative interest 
those concerned figure that the ob- 
jection of many stations to liquor 
business will be overcome. 


Only in rare instances would the 
clips shipped to stations be the same 
as those used in Pathe newsreel re- 


leases. Plan is to have the broad- 
cast soundtracks specially made by 
Pathe’s regular staff and corre- 


spondents for mike release purposes. 
Also entailed in the proposition is 
the installation in each of the sta- 
tions involved of special sound re- 
producing equipment for film. 

As mapped out by the agency 
some 40-odd stations would be in- 


cluded in the campaign. Over 30 
outlets have already been lined up, 
with an effort being made to obtain 


choice time that is guaranteed pro- 





tection against network demanda 





MAYBELLINE TO CHICAGO 


Quits Hollywood—Star Salary Ideas 
Too Fancy 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Giving up the plan of spotting 
picture names on the weekly pro- 
gram, the Maybelline NBC broad- 
cast shifts from the NBC studio 
here to Chicago starting next Sun- 
day (23). 
Last Coast emanation 
program was yesterday (16). 
cost of film names the reason. 


Ed Petry Back in N. Y. 


Edward Petry returned to 
office in New York last week. 

Just completed a six-week swing 
around the country as far west as 
California visiting the 33 towns he 
lists as station rep. 


of this 
High 





his 


Novelist at Young-Rubicam 

Norman Klein, novelist and col- 
umnist, has left the New York Post 
and joined Young & Rubicam, 
where he will handle publicity for 
General Foods. 

Klein’s next novel, ‘Terror by 
Night’, will be published by Farrar 
& Rinehart, Jam. 24, 








Sudden illness of its counsel, 
Joseph A. Hostetler, prevented the 
directorate of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters from learning 
last week what concessions, if any, 
had been made regarding a new 
license contract by the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Hostetler, who since 
September has had several talks 
with E. C. Mills, ASCAP gen, mgr., 
on the proposition of charging radio 
on a per use basis, was due to make 
a report of these pourparlers to the 
quarterly gathering of the NAB 
board. Hostetler was coming in 
from Cleveland where he has a law 
office partnership with Newton ID 
Baker. 

Meeting, which was held at the 
St. Regis Hotel, New York, ob- 
tained from Henry A. Bellows, 
former CBS v.p. and now special 
legislative agent for the NAB, some 
inside info as to what is in stere 
for the broadcasting industry at the 
coming session of Congress. Bel- 
lows averred that there was a good 
possibility that another drug and 
food bill would be introduced. This 
measure he said would likely turn 
out far more stringent than the one 
proposed at the last Congressional 
pow-wow by Rex Tugwell. Bellows - 
reviewed the hearings held by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion two months ago on the educa- 
tional interests’ demand for 25% of 
broadcast facilities and opined that 
the thing that seemed to impress 
the commissioners most was the 
plea for co-operation revealed by 
both sides of the issue, 

Colorado Next 


Directors approved an operating 
budget of $60,000 for 1935 and 
agreed that the next national con- 
vention was to be held in Colorado 
sometime between July 1 and 15 
The exact dates and town were to 
be determined by the executive 
committee. 

Uniform accounting system for 
stations was adopted and _ the 
membership applications of KTSM, 
El Paso, WMEX, Boston, WOC, 
Davenport, WIXBS and W9XBY, 
Kansas City, were approved. With 
this quintet the NAB membership 
stands at 375, 

New committees were also ap- 
pointed. Chairmen of these groups 
are Arthur B. Church, commercial; 
E. M. Elkin, KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
tax; H. K. Carpenter, cost account- 
ing, and Alfred J. McCosker, copy- 
right. J. T. Ward, WLAC, Nash- 
ville, NAB prez, presided at the 
meeting and the others attending 
were C, W. Myers, KOIN, Portland; 
John Gillan, WOW, Omaha; Isaac 
D. Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia; Al- 
fred J. McCosker, WOR, Newark; 
Harry C. Butcher, WJSV, Wash- 
ington; Gordon Persons, WSFA, 
Montgomery, Ala.; William 5S. 
Hedges, WEAF; H. K. Carpenter, 
WHEK, Cleveland; I. R. Lounsbury, 
WGR-WKBW, Buffalo; Frank Rus- 
sell, WRC, Washington; Arthur B. 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City, Mo.; 
J. Thomas Lyons, WCAO, Balti- 


more; I. J. Buckwalter, WGAL, 
Lancaster, ra.: Stanley Hub> 
bard, KSTP, Minneapolis; Howard 


Wheelehan, WSMB, New Orleans, 
and Powel Crosley, Jr., Cincinnati, 





Steve Cisler Resigns 


3irmingham, Dec. 17. 

Steve Cisler, manager of WSGN, 
resigned last week and is planning 
to take over the operation of six 
stations in north Alabama. Heade- 
quarters will be established at 
WJBY, Gadsden. 

Don Campbell of the business 
staff has been made manager, suc- 
ceeding Cisten, 




















: 


na hae ae 


apse F big» 


ee 


cites 4 
we oe al 


o- 


Si aoe - 





—_— 


vaicy a 


ae. fen ee 


ice aban nile 


- 


ARIE LON Ei As: ENE i 


ts athe 


36 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Tuesday, December 18, 1934 








Big Splurges Hearten Spot Biz; 


Ford Dises 


A t of its December-January 
campaign the Chrysler Corp. is re- 
newin blanket spot broadcasting 
contracts with some 60 stations 
These blanket contracts involve the 
maximum number of broadcasts al- 
lowed under the station’s highest 
discount rate and cover business 
turned in by any Chrysler subsid- 
iary. 

Business now being placed by 
Ruthrauff & Ryan for Dodge for 
the December-January period takes 
in 75 stations, with the contracts 


caling for one minute announce- 
ments on a split schedule. Distribu- 
tion in this case will come to over 
$150,000. 

These represent the most hearten- 
ing omen in spot broadcasting this 
season. 

Most comprehensive dealer hook- 
up known to spot broadcasting is 
being undertaken by Ford Motors 
through the World Broadcasting 
System. Campaign calls for the use 
of 289 stations, with the car manu- 
facturer providing the discs and the 
local distribs arranging for their 
own station time. 

Stencil series, with each program 
running 15 minutes, are dubbings 
from transcripts taken of Fred 
Waring’s network shows, and are 
being billed as ‘Ford’s New Car An- 
niversary.’ 


New York State 
Health Dramas 
~ On 16 Stations 


Albany, Dec. 17. 

Broadcasting through 16 stations 
in the state, the New York Depart- 
ment of Health has what it claims 
to be the most extensive program 
of public health education ever un- 
dertaken by a governmental agency. 

By use of direct broadcasting and 
transcriptions and employing dra- 
matic form of presentation for its 
health messages, the department is 
on the air somewhere in the state 
every week day for a total of four 
hours a week. The basis of the new 
general program is a series of 15- 
minute plays which have been 
broadcast by WGY for more than 
a@ year under the title of ‘The 
Health Hunters.’ 

This includes the state at large 
outside New York City which is out- 
side the Department’s jurisdiction. 


NBC Resumes Band Dept. 
With Kemp in Charge; 
Engels’ Jan. Biz Trip 


NBC Artists Service will return 
to the business of booking dance 
bands shortly after the first of the 
year. Harold Kemp, who was for- 
merly in charge of the bureau’s popu- 
lar entertainment division, will head 
up the revived department. His 
first assistant will come from the 
bureau’s present staff while two 
other aides are being brought in 
from the outside. 

George Engels, v-p. in charge of 
the artists’ service, figures on having 
the band booking thing smoothly 
goin, by the end of January. After 
he has disposed of this suggestion 
from the recent report of Trade- 
Ways, Inc., Engels will move on to 
Chicago and Hollywood to put into 
effect all the Trade-Ways proposals, 
as has been practically done in the 
New York office. 

NBC dropped out of the band 
business akout three years ago after 
taking some hefty losses, particu- 
larly in Chicago. Before joining ~~BC, 
Kemp was general vaudeville book- 
ing mgr. for the Warner Bros.’ cir- 
cuit. 


Hexin Folds ‘Wings’ 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Hexin is taking its ‘Wings of 
Dawn’ show off the Columbia wires 
with the close of this week. 

Lack of appropriations at this 
time understood as reason for the 
slough-off. Show is expected back 
after the first of the year. 

















Go to 289 Stations 


Agencies-Sponsors 


Philco ordered Arm Chair Trav- 
eler program put out on dise by 








Standard Oil Giving 
Coast Symphonies a Nod 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17 
Los Angeles Philharmonic orches- 
tra of 90 pieces will be used for two 
broadcasts on the Standard Oil NBC 
symphony program, starting Jan. 3. 
Here for seven weeks using Ray- 
mond Paige’s orchestra, broadcast 


was switched this week for three 
programs emanating respectively in 
San Francisco, Seattle and Portland, 


using local symphonies in each, and 
then returns for the local Philhar- 
monic airers. 


CHINA WANTS 
— COFFEE SHOW 


Distributors of the canned cof- 
fee in China would like recorded 
versions of Maxwell House Show 
Boat to broadcast over Chinese sta- 
tions in areas where there are ap- 
preciable English-speaking colonies 
Request for the discs were received 
last week by Benton & Bowles, the 
agency responsible for the program. 
Mueller & Phipps, which has the 
China distributing franchise for 
Maxwell House, advised the 
Shanghai rep for the Conquest Al- 
liance Co. that it would be interested 
in putting the product on the air 
if it could obtain stencillings of the 
Show Boat broadcasts. When the 
Conquest home office relayed the 
info to B & B, the agency averred 
that although it hadn't made a prac- 
tice of recording the shows it would 
see what could be done about tak- 
ing care of the Chinese situation. 











Nets’ Housewreckers 
Steam Up Heifetz; 
Calls Off Benefit 


Declaring that he was an artist 
and not an auctioneer, and that 
the networks should have known 
better than to send over men to 
chop holes in the walls of his Park 
avenue penthouse apartment, Jascha 
Heifetz called off the charity broad- 
cast which was slated to originate 
from his home this afternoon (Tues- 
day). Program was to be staged in 
behalf of the Musicians’ Emergency 
Relief Fund, with the event calling 
for the auctioning of mementoes 
contributed by figures from the 
concert world. 

Heifetz said he might have over- 
looked the attempt to make an auc- 
tioneer of him had not the men 
assigned by the webs to install the 
pickup equipment bored holes all 
over the Renaissance decor of his 
apartment. Auctioning was to be 
aired over the metropolitan stations 
as well as NBC and Columbia, 


Mack Millar, Cabaret 
P.A., Publicizing WNEW 


Ed Fisher, who organized the 
press department at WNEW, New 
York, when the station started a 
year ago, resigned Saturday (15). 
He is succeeded by Mack Millar, 
Broadway cafe p.a. 

Fisher returns to United Artists, 
for whom he has previously worked, 
and goes on the road immediately 
ahead of the film, ‘Mighty Barnum.’ 


Dept. Store Starts 


Richmond, Va., Dee. 17. 

Thalhimers, large department 
store here signed a 13 week contract 
with WRVA for so-called “‘Thurs- 
day Matinee.’ 

Electrical and shoe departments 
are co-sponsors of the program 
which top lines Fritz Meyer and 
orchestra with Mever and Helen 
Wyatt as vocalists. 

Program from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
and presents short dramatic sketch 
between musical numbers, It 
boosts a special ‘matinee item’ of 
merchandise and is aimed at 




















woman shoppers primarily. 


World Broadcasting for 60 stations. 
Placed through Hutchins Advertis- 
ing Company. 





Carnation Co. has renewed with 
its Monday night program on 
NBC's red (WEAF) link for the 
third year. Extension becomes ef- 
fective Jan. 7 and involves 41 sta- 
tions. Erwin, Wasey is the agency. 





Studebaker has taken another 13 
weeks on the NBC red, effective 
Jan. 7, for its Monday and Friday 
night programs with Richard Him- 
ber. Hookup concerns 32 stations. 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham is 
the agency. 





Pontiac moves up to the 10 to 
10:30 p.m., EST, spot on NBC's 
red Sundays, starting with Jan. 6, 
making that date also the starting 
point for a second 13-week run. 
Program uses 61 stations. Agency 
is MacManus-John-Adams, Inc. 





Shell Eastern Petroleum has re- 
newed for Eddie Dooley’s sports 
spiels on 23 stations over CBS Sat- 
urday night. J. Walter Thompson 
agenting. 





Sterling Products (Bayer’s Aspirin 
and Phillips Dental Magnesia) has 
given CBS another contract for the 
‘Lavender and Old Lace’ and ‘Ac- 
cordiana’ shows, with each renewal 
effective Jan. 1. Agency is Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert, Inc. 





Vick Chemical has renewed for 
the ‘Plantation Echoes’ thrice week- 
ly affair over NBC’s blue (WJZ) 
loop. Willard Robinson’s’ band 
stays, but a male quartet will re- 
place Mildred Bailey. Disc versions 
of the program will be continued on 
nine supplementary stations in the 
south, southwest and KGU, Hono- 
lulu. Cecil, Warwick & Cecil is the 
agency and Jean VY. Grombach, Inc., 
the producer. 





Venida products is arranging for 
a Saturday matines program on 
NBC, Donahue & Coe agenting. 





Dr. Scholl’s footpads is working 
on something for the Mutual Net- 
work, with WOR, Newark, the orig- 
inating point. 


Wax Works 


Harry Earnshaw of the Earn- 
shaw-Young Agency, has formed 
Earnshaw Radio Productions. Is 
producing several disc programs, 
recording at the Freeman Lang stu- 
dios, Los Angeles, 











MacGregor and Sollie have made 
contracts with stations CJOR, 
CHWK, XFCJ, CDAC, CJOC and 
CJCA in Canada, 





Horlick’s blossoming out still far- 
ther with its ‘Lum and Abner’ show 
which is now on the Mutual system, 
covering WGN, WXYZ, WLW and 
WOR, 

Readying to record the program 
for spots throughout the west and 
southwest, 





Beech-Nut Packing’s ‘Red Davis’ 
serial limited to four _ stations, 
WTAM, Cleveland; WBEN, Buf- 
falo; WDAF, Kansas City, and 
WIR, Detroit. Previolis local con- 
tracts prevents the inclusion of the 
foursome in the regular NBC 
hookup. 


ABS’ Bridgeport Stunt 


Bridgeport, Dec. 17. 

ABS invades Bridgeport, hitherto 
completely monopolized by WICC 
of the Yankee web, with a remote 
special Thursday noon in advance 
of the world premiere of ‘The 
Mighty Barnum,’ opening Friday 
(21) at the Majestic. 

Broadcast, emanating from Bar- 
num museum, reopened for the oc- 
casion after gathing dust for a long 
time, will present Governor Cross, 
Mayor McLevy and p.a. of Adolphe 
Menjou who appears in film and 
who's east on vacash. Sam Taylor, 
ABS film commentator, will m.e. 

Program was arranged by United 
Artists with ABS headquarters in 
New York. Understood to be on a 








New York Radio Parade : 


By Nellie Revell 





Impresario Hanna of the Eno Crime Club broadcast Is by way of 
being the De Mille-Stokowski of radio. Using trick overhead spots, 
wearing large earphones, waving his hands and spotting pianos in rear 
of studio under weird lighting, Hanna is out-Bachering Bill Bacher, 





Morpheus Wins 
Phil Duey leaving the early morning B. A. Rolfe program. His evening 
assignments keep him out too late while the Rolfe morning show rings 
him to studio too early. At present Duey works on Philip Morris show 
which has a late repeat broadcast, Let’s Dance, which runs until the wee 
hours, and Manhattan Merry-Go-Round. By the time he gets home to 
Larchmont he meets himself going to work, 





Discovered 
Kathleen Wells, ex-vocalist with Peter Van Steeden ork, is to be next 
‘find’ to sing on Lanny Ross’ Log Cabin show at NBC. However, pro- 
gram will be in nature of final audition for Miss Wells. She is now 
being handled by NBC and Benton & Bowles have taken option on her 
voice. Does she click on Log Cabin she is readied to join ‘Showboat’ 
after first of year. 





Rule No. 6789 Didn’t Cover Crisis 

Ed Wynn's son arrived at NBC last Tuesday eve toting his pet dog to 
pose for photos with his dad and the dog. However, service men would 
not okay his entry since there is a house rule against admitting dogs to 
building. Even a frenzied search among emergency passes revealed no 
form for special entry of dogs and there the long arm of service stalled. 
Finally the photographer, a gent from NY Times, hied himself to press 
dept and where he wangled a photographer’s pass which okayed entry 
of pup. 





Split-Second Stuff 
Paul Whiteman ork had very bad Thursday last week. Band playing 
vaude which called for them to be at NBC to rehearse Kraft show at 
seven in morn. Then to theatre where they hibernated until nine p. m., 
when they caught bus to make broadcast. On way downtown with 
police escort there was a bit of a jam with a truck, though no one was 
hurt. 





Fan’s Fidelity 
Mrs. Juliet Delmar of Long Island is a fan among fans. For the past 
five months she has been atténding every Thursday rehearsal of Show- 
boat. Just a yen to see rehearsals. Is among first in studios and last 
out. Coming so often of late she is never stopped by pages now and sits 
and chats with members of cast between numbers. On busy days she 
brings her bundles with her. She goes home to listen to broadcast. 





Visiting Manhattan 

In town: J. T. Ward of WLAC, Nashville; S. G. Persons of WSFA, 
Montgomery, Ala.; C. W. Myers of KOIN, Portland, Ore.; H. K. Car- 
penter of WHK, Cleveland; A. B. Church of KMBC, Kansas City; Tom 
C. Gooch of KRLD, Dallas; Jerry Hoekstra, chief of KMOX press; E. S. 
Rogers of CFRB, Toronto; Mr. and Mrs, Edgar Wolfe of WBNS, Colum- 
bus; T. W. Symons, jr., of KFPY, Spokane; Harry Butcher of CBS, 
Washington; Messrs. Winger and Thomas of WDOD, Chattanooga; Tenn 
and Carl H. McKenzie of WLBW, Erie, Pa. 





Short Shots 

Rosalind Green, speaking voice of Showboat’s Mary Lou, will be the 
announcer and m.c, of new Linit all-girl show airing over CBS on Jan. 3 
.--George Hicks and Howard Fetrie will do miking on Let’s Dance, 
Uncle Don is off...Goodrich Tires has definitely bought the Dr. Rockwell 
show though may have trouble getting chosen time on NBC and have 
to switch to CBS...George B. Storer, prexy of ABS to Phila for Gimbel 
dinner...Roxy will headline Kingsley & Chase, the pianists, at opening 
of the Mastbaum in Phillay on Sat eve...Ray Heatherton is new vocal- 
ist with Jack Denny ork...Arthur Johnson, former radio columnist of 
Boston Eve Transcript is now radio publicitying in NY...John Herrick, 
NBC baritone, is back on Gems of Melody show without name mention. 
Sponsor gave Merrick build-up last year but now has him signed for 
only alternating Thursdays...Harry Acton, ship news reporter, will air 
at WINS today...Fifi D’Orsay debuts at opening of Congress Res- 
taurant on Dec. 28 with eye to radio spot...Bill Sweets out of action last 
week with a bit of cold...Breen & DeRose celebrated fifth wedding 
anniversary last week. 





Scrambled Notes 

Boswell Sisters have been zipped from Crosby show with Mills Bros 
due on in few weeks. Meantime Bing will pad with guest stars...Helen 
Claire emoting on ‘Roses and Drums’ and Swift-Romberg show is now 
writing script for the Swift opus...Jimmy Cagney sick last week and 
missed some Lux rehearsals...Henry Herbert ork with WHN wire will 
replace Claude Hopkins at Roseland with Claude going trouping...Silver 
Dust looking to clear time on Tues and Thurs so can air ‘The O’Neills’ 
five times weekly stead of three...Don Bestor at Arcadia in Phila may 
go into Roosevelt Hotel after that engagement...Roy Campbell Swanee 
Singers of CBS go vaude at RKO. Routine will have choir using soloists 
from four different bands. Mildred Munson of Coburn ork; Bill Thorne 
of Chas Davis ork; Jean Ule of Irv Conn ork, and Eleanore Bowers of 
Mischa Gorner ork...Doug Connah is now head of commercial division 
of CBS press...Leah Rule, ABS traffic mgr, once publisher of Toledo, O. 
Weekly Tribune...Carol Lee, once Voice of RKO before she joined 
Tom Coakley’s ork, has returned to pix and signed new contract with 
RKO, 





Gossip 

American Radio News Corp is now Hearst Radlo, Inc....Frank Daly 
ork at Meadowbrook with CBS wire going trouping. Daly owns and 
operates club beside leading ork...Dick Fishell, all-American footballer 
at Syracuse, now being handled by Rockwell-O’Keefe. Fishell has sports 
show titled ‘Our Coach’, aimed at youngsters...Hi Brown has 13 shows 
per week on air. ‘Gumps’ and ‘Little French Princess’ on CBS, and 
‘Cap’n Tom’ on WOR...Bob Sullivan of ABS press is proud pappy of 
nine-pound boy...NBC Artist Bureau set Peg LaCentra on CBS Wooll- 
cott show...Kelvin Keech to Bermuda for four-week vacash due to 
jumpy nerves...Tom Terriss will ‘Scrooge’ at WOR on Xmas Day... 
Dick Bard from Radio Guide to special events staff of ABS...CBS 
banned lyric of ‘Let’s Have Breakfast in Bed’ and shortened announce=- 
ment to ‘Let's Have Breakfast’...Lucille Wall, heroine of “The O’F lynn’ 
and Louis Hector, villain of show, are man and wife in real life. . Bayer 
Aspirin’s ‘Lavender and Old Lace’ renewed. 





Colored Singer Sponsored 
Bob Howard, colored singer, on 
his first commercial over WINS, 
New York. Edwin Cigar firm spon- KROW has added a child-prodigy 
soring, pianist to its staff. Yvonne Farrar, 
Daily except Saturdays and Sun- |48e six, plays a quarter-hour of 
days at 6:15 o'clock. Howard also |Cl4@ssics once a week, 


Six-Year-Old Pianist 


Oakland, Dec. 17. 








good-will basia, 





in Jack Douglas’ Relatives program She’s protegee of Norman Pillse 
over same station, ' ¥ lbury. 
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Contests 


Fall Off 





| wits of the tuner-inners. 
been 33. 


six months or more. 





Both contests and giveaways have taken an appreciable tumble 
on NBC. Although the first 11 months of 1934 accounted for 20 
more accounts than for the like period of the previous year, the 
drop in the number of contests came to 30%. 
stretch of 1933 saw a total of 46 commercials testing the skill and 
So far this year the contest tally has 


During the first 11 months of °33 there were 149 regular offers 
made, as compared to 136 for the like period in 1934, 
customers have continued their sampling activities through ’'33 and 
34, while 54 clients have extended their giveaways over a span of 


To 


January-November 


Eight NBC 








COMMISH OKES 
10 POWER LIFTS 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

With demand for better facilities 
continuing unchecked, the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week arbitrarily granted permission 
to 10 transmitters to up their oper- 
ating strength and slated for hear- 
ing six pleas for power boosts and 
new stations. 

Increases authorized were WKBO, 
Harrisburg, Penn., from 100 to 250 
watts daytime; WMBF, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., from 100 to 250 daytime; 
WKBZ, Muskegon, Mich., from 150 
to 250 daytime; WIBU, Poynette, 
Mich. from 100 to 250 daytime; 


KRE, Berkeley, Calif., from 100 to 
250 daytime; WSUI, Iowa City, Ia., 
from 500 to 1 k.w. daytime; WFBL, 
Syracuse, N. Y., from 2% to 5 k.w. 
daytime; WEBB, East Dubuque, 
Ill., from 100 to 250 daytime, and 
KGDM, Stockton, Cal., from 500 to 
1 k.w daytime. 

Applications carded for examin- 
ers: WQDM, St. Albans, Vt., fre- 
quency shift from 1370 to 1390 k.c. 
and power boost from 10¢ to 1 k.w.; 
Homer York, Lufkin, Tex., new sta- 
tion 1340 k.c. 250 watts; WDNC, 
Durham, N. C., frequency shift from 
1500 to 590 k.c. and power boost 
from 100 to 1 k.w.; KPOF, Denver, 
Colo., from 5600 to 1 k.w. daytime; 
F. N. Pierce, Taylor, Tex., new sta- 
tion, 1310 k.c. 100 watts; WDZ, Tus- 
sola, Ill., from 100 to 250 watts. 

New Applications 

New applications received: Clar- 
ence Wheeler, Rochester, N. Y., new 
station on 1210 k.c. 100 watts; 
WFBR, Baltimore, increase from 
500 to 1 k.w.; Cumberland Broad- 
casting Co., Portland, Me., new sta- 
tion on 1210 k.c. 100 watts; Worces- 
ter Broadcasting Co., Worcester, 
Mass., new station on 1200 k.c. 100 
watts; WRGA, Rome, Ga., increase 
from 100 to 250 watts daytime; John 
Brown University, West Siloam 
Springs, Ark., new station on 1500 
k.c. 250 watts daytime 100 night; 
KGFJ, Los Angeles, from 100 to 250 
watts daytime; Southwestern 
Broadcasting Co., San Diego, Calif., 
new station on 1210 k.c. 100 watts; 
Brothers & England, Mansfield, O., 
new station on 1370 k.c. 100 watts; 
WHEBC, Canton, O., from 100 to 250 
watts; WGBI, Scranton, Penn., 
from 250 to 1 k.w.; I. J. and J. Kohn, 
Nashville, Tenn., new station on 
1370 k.c. 100 watts; E. F. Houser 
and Clyde Miller, Big Springs, Tex., 
new station on 1210 k.c. 100 watts; 
WTCN, Minneapolis, Minn., from 
1 kw. to 5 k.w. daytime; WIBA, 
Madison, Wisc., from 500 to 1 k.w. 
daytime. 





New Hoover Show for 


Mme. Schumann-Heink 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
will be on in a new program series 
for the Hoover vacuum cleaner 
company starting Jan. 6 on a regu- 
lar Sunday broadcast. 

Before starting the series Mme. 
Schumann-Heink will be a guest 
star on the Dec. 23 show. Also the 
new Sentinels Serenade program 
will be Edward Davies for bariton- 
ing and Josef Koestner leading the 
orchestra, 





CROONERS 6% OFF 





About 30 Bookings so Far at Macy’s 
Talent Dept. 


Macy’s new entertainment de- 
partment, where milady can book 
a hot orchestra or a tea-time fiddler 
and charge it to her account, get- 
ting its first work-out during the 


holiday season. Store is advertis- 
ing this new bureau in the dailies, 
making mention of the usual low 
rates which are an _ institutional 
feature. 

Store’s policy of selling merchan- 
dise at six percent cheaper than 
anywhere else in town, also in ef- 
fect where crooners and _ tooters 
are concerned. Since no big names 
have been handled, this angle can 
be adjusted with ease. 

About 30 deals have been made 
so far, with requests divided be- 
tween entertainment for kid parties 
and cocktail sessions. Magicians, 
clowns and tricksters for the first 
affairs and regular-sized bands in 
demand on the second item. De- 
partment is located on the fifth 
floor with experienced bookers in 
charge to talk terms. 

Bamberger’s party bureau in 
Newark is also in operation now, 
but biz has been somewhat slower. 
Both stores plan to continue these 
departments after the holidays. 
WOR artists’ bureau directs the 
general negotiations. 


Don Withycomb 


Too Expensive 
For WLIT-WFI 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Owners of WFI and WLIT, who 
recently merged their operations 
tinder the call letters WFIL, are 
still confering with NBC over the 
selection of a man to become gen- 





eral manager. 

Donald Withycomb, NBC man- 
ager of station relations, had been 
tagged for the job, but understood 
negotiation blew «up when _ those 
concerned couldn’t get together on 
the salary angle. 


Withycomb is one of the best 
known executives in radio having 
started years ero as Aylesworth’s 
assistant. His present position at 
NBC is very responsible. 





Pastor Gets Paying Job . 
Baltimore, Dec. 17. 

WCBM this week takes on new 
announcer in person of Raymond 
W. Cooke, an active preacher with 
a church and congregation over on 
west side. He has a daily quarter- 
hour program on commercial basis 
which has been airing over WCBM 
for past year. When scouting 
around for a needed spieler, station 
thought of Cooke, who possesses 
pleasing pipes, and the preacher 
took up proposition. 

His own daily commercial will 
continue, it being the opening pro- 
gram of day on station. Cooke will 
then announce all the programs 
through first halves of mornings, 
not as a preacher and minus the 
‘Rey.’ tag which is appended to his 


OLO THEATRICAL 
STUNT HAS UUM 


Stations Like Local Pro- 
grams Because of Cheap- 
ness, Community Tie-Ups, 


Listener Check-Ups 


—_——_—__—_ 


SPREADING 


Amateur night, once standard as 
a business-getter in vaudeville and 


film theatres, is the newest cycle in 
radio production. Stations through- 
out the country are adopting the 
amateur stunt. Most of them have 
local twists, some have sponsors, 
majority use a telephone or letter- 
writing gag for the vote. Prizes 
very in character and value. 

Station WHN, New York, has 
been conspicuous in starting the 
current vogue for the amateur 
shows. Although not the first on 
the air the manner in which Major 
Edward Bowes has built and han- 
dled his entertainment is largely re- 
sponsible for the imitative enthu- 
siasm. 

Amateur programs fit nicely into 
station conceptions of showmanship. 
First the expense is slight. Second 
the community interest is keen. 
Third it affords definite proof of 
station listening by the telephone 
check-ups. 

Hearst organization will probably 
launch an ambitious amateur con- 
test over WINS, New York, in the 
near future. This will be a circu- 
lation promotion stunt tie-up with 
Hearst’s Evening Journal. Details 
are not settled and the nature of 
the prizes is unreported. Gus Ed- 
wards, with a lifelong reputation as 
a talent digger-upper, may be re- 
tained by the Hearst group to do 
for WINS what Major Bowes does 
for WHN. 

One of the most thoroughly and 
deftly handled shows of the ama- 
teur night stripe is the WGN, Chi- 
cago, affair for Phillips 66 gasoline. 
Quinn Ryan, station manager-an- 
nouncer, acts as ringmaster and 
imparts to the proceedings the light 
touch of showmanship by letting 
no one concerned take the thing too 
seriously. 

Historically the amateur night in 
vaudeville or film theatres has al- 
ways given cash prizes as a bait, al- 
lowing the audiences to vote by ap- 
plause. Usually $10 for first prize 
has been minimum, even in the 
smallest spot with $5 as second 
prize and $3 as third. 

Rent-House Party is the monicker 
of a new Harlem program in prepa- 
ration over WMCA, New York. New 
sustainer comes as a follow-up of 
station’s colored Amateur Night in 
Harlem, which has been growing 
steadily. 

Program to open with the jang- 
ling of nickels and dimes on a tin 
plate as the guests arrive and pay 
their divvy. Ralph Cooper, m.c. at 
Apollo 125th Street theatre, down 
for similar chores on new hour. 
Orch and spot entertainment to be 
worked around Cooper. Consider- 
able impromptu piano playing to 
figure in program so as to catch the 
real Harlem party angle. 

Then each week one of the ama- 
teur contest winners will win a 
place. This will come as a sort of 
official station recognition for 
the newcomers. Pauline Edwards 
among the first to be picked for 
this bit. 

Russek’s takes Maj. Bowes’ grad- 
uate amateur hour, Stars of Tomor- 
row after only one week's tryout 
over WHN, New York. Period cov- 
ers three months. Program on Fri- 
day nights from 8 to 8:30, giving 
finalists a chance to branch out. 

Henry Ginsberg, Leo Friedman, 
Otis Holley, Izzy Cohen, Anna An- 
derson, Tony Lorenzo included in 
the first broadcast (14). Bob Reed, 
also discovered on break-in hour, 
doing the preliminary spieling for 
new commercial, 

Russek’s also sponsored premier 
of ‘Calling All Stars’ from Holly- 





name on own commercial shots, 


wood lobby. Stars of Tomorrow 


AIR ADOPTS AMATEUR NIGHT 








With Minn. Symph in Feb. 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Grunow refrigerator is returning 
to the ether on the Columbia sys- 
tem early in February on a once- 
weekly shot with the Minneapolis 
symphony, directed by Eugene Or- 
mandy. Grunow used the same tal- 
ent set-up on its CBS show last 
year. Had also been scheduled for 
a CBS show last fall, but cancelled 
at the last minute with Chevrolet 
taking the allotted period. 

On its new program Grunow will 
use a lighter type of music than 
formerly presented besides adding 
Ann Campbell, poetess of Detroit. 





their first extended air contract, 


however. 


Tie-Up Through Ballots 
Providence, Dec. 17. 


Station WPRO, Cherry and Webb 
Dept. store station, and affiliated 
with the American Broadcasting 
Company, opened a series of ama- 
teur nights at the Metropolitan the- 
atre Saturday night (15), as first 
idea of its kind in Rhode Island. 

WPRO is out to catch more com- 
mercial programs, and is using the 
free show idea to sell contracts. 
Shows conducted once a week on 
Saturday nights starting at 8 p.m. 

Station is advertising the stunt 
heavily through the newspapers in 
conjunction with the New England 
Bakery, commercial sponsors. Cash 
prizes will be awarded each week 
to those taking part in the amateur 
nights. At the finals nearly $300 
cash will be awarded in.addition to 
one week’s radio engagement by the 
American Broadcasting Company. 
Stunt is catching on like wildfire. 
Plenty of enthusiasm being shown. 
Heretofore Providence has_ been 
pretty dead from a radio showman- 
ship standpoint. Theatre’ seats 
around 3,300 and film exhibitors 
naturally don’t relish the idea of 
having to compete with such a 
stunt. 

Ken Whitmer, former band leader 
at Loew’s State, has been hired to 
put the theatrical touch to the 
shows. Selection of winners will be 
determined by number of votes. 
Ballot comes with bread sold by 
New England Baking Company, or 
a reasonably drawn facsimile, 


Store as Theatre 


Akron, O., Dec. 17. 

What is proving one of the most 
popular radio programs at WADC 
is Amateur Night, aired twice week- 
ly a half hour every Monday and 
Wednesday nights at 7:30. The sta- 
tion has secured a sponsor in the 
Sun Radio Company and in its 
showrooms these two nights ama- 
teurs are given an opportunity to do 
their stuff. 

WADC announcer and _ other 
members of the staff are at the 
store to handle the program and the 
store provides a force of telephone 
operators to answer calls. Listeners 
are invited to call the store and ex- 
press their opinion of the best turns. 
They are also invited to send let- 
ters to the store which count as 
votes, Cash prizes are awarded the 
best acts each week. At the conclu- 
sion of the tryout series a program 
will be made up of the best talent 
and aired over the station and a 














grand prize given for the act voted 
best. 





Sustaining Start 
Rochester, Dec. 17. 
WHEC, Rochester, is trying out 








vaude’s old amateur nite idea. 
Starts as a sustaining feature Dec. 
17 with a week’s bally to call in the 
amateurs and get the public inter- 
ested. 

Gunnar Wiig, general manager of 
the station, serves as announcer and 
m.c. Idea is to make it as near like 
the theatre atmosphere as possible 








with everything but the hook. 


Kaltenborn Gives Wash. the Lowdown 
On Crime and Radio Broadcasting 


Grunow Show Back to CBS| 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Co-operation between commercial 
broadcasters and police agencies 
was brought to the attention of 
Cummings’ na- 
crime last 


Attorney General 


tional conference on 
week by H. V. Kaltenborn, radio 
news commentator, 

Doubting the social value of 


courtroom broadcasts and deplor- 
ing too exciting crime dramas, 
Kaltenborn predicted radio will play 
an increasingly impurtant part in 
the prevention of crime and appre- 
hension of criminals, but demanded 
that broadcasters be given tne 
right to determine the manner in 
which the industry will co-operate 
with government authorities. 

Although the number of police 
radio systems has increased greatly 
and nearly all large cities have this 
service, large parts of the country 
must rely for years to come on 
commercial broadcasters, Kaltene 
born said. Past performances show 
that broadcasters are developing a 
sense of public service comparable 
to that of newspapers, he said, and 
existing tie-ups have proved of 
great value in facilitating police 
operations. 

‘Every radio listener feels him~ 
self to be a potential detective and 
he enjoys nothing better than an 
opportunity to exercise his talents,’ 
the commentator remarked. ‘When- 
ever a broadcasting station sends 
out a description of persons wanted 
by the police it largely increases 
the chance for arrests.’ 

Conscious of Responsibility 

Discussing importance of manner 
in which radio handles crime news, 
Kaltenborn contended broadcasters 
are conscious of their responsibility 
and described care with which the 
Press Radio Bureau edits and 
selects bulletins and tries to restrict 
crime flashes. He pointed to the 


(Continued on page 44) 





Avon Acoustics 


Cost CBS Coin 
For Bands Okay 


is 


CBS has had to invest an addition- 
al several thousand dollars in its 
Avon theatre studio in order to per- 
fect the acoustics of the auditorium. 

Bands broadcasting on commer- 
cial programs from the spot com- 
plained that the reverberations pre- 
vented them from producing the 
best of impressions on the home 
loudspeakers. 

Avon was the later of the two 
Times Square legit houses taken 
over by the network to provide 
clients with show places for their 
sta tinea 


RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 
DROP CHI AIR DEPT. 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

First agency to dismantle its 
radio department since the ether 
has become a factor in advertising 
is the Ruthrauff and Ryan office 
here. Is doing away with an ether 
department which has been in ex- 
istence for several years. 

Lack of radio production here is 
the reason for the slough-o. In the 
past year has concentrated pretty 
much on Dodge auto radio pro- 
grams but with Dodge halting cam- 
paigns for the time being the local 
agency has little more than some 
announcements. 





Agency’s New York office recently 
jacked up its radio personnel ap- 
preciably. 
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New Business 





PHILADELPHIA 


minute program, 13 times, beginning 


Maison de Paris (beauty college),'Dec. 7. Placed by Mac Wilkins and 


spot announcements for indefinite 
period. Placed direct. WPEN. 

Kal-Pheno Labs (toothpaste), spot 
announcements for 52 weeks. Placed 
direct. WPEN. 

Manischewitz Matzo Company, 
half-hour musical program, for 13 
weeks. Placed direct. WPEN. 

8. 8S. Stafford Co. (Renol Furniture 
Polish), spot announcements. Placed 
direct. WPEN. 

Sparling Labs. (proprietory medi- 
cines), announcements for 13 weeks. 
Placed direct. WPEN. 

Ronzoni Macaroni Co., half-hour 
Sunday musical show, for 13 weeks. 
Placed direct. WRAX. 

Edwin Cigar Company, spot an- 
nouncements for 13 weeks. Placed 
by Gelless Advertising AgeNcy. 
WRAX, 

Harvard Tube Testing Corp., four 
times weekly, starts December 7th, 
expiration indefinite, spot announce- 
ments. WIP. 

John B. Stetson Co., two periods 
weekly, contract begins December 
5th, expires December 21, 1934, spot 
announcements. WIP. 

A. C. Roberts Co., four times 
weekly, starts Dec. 10, 1934, expires 
March 11, 1935, Home Maker’s Club. 
WIP. 

Phillip Packing Co., six periods 
weekly, starting Nov. 3, 1934, expira- 
tion indefinite, Uncle WIP program. 
WIP. 

Major Petroleum Co., two five- 
minute periods, starting Nov. 12, 
1934, expires February 5, 1935, Major 
Broadcaster. WIP. 

John Morrell Co., six periods 
weekly, starting December 3, 1934, 
expires March 2, 1935, Uncle WIP 
Program. WIP. 

Morris Music Store, two periods 
weekly, starting Dec. 2nd, expires 
Dec. 24, 1934, spot announcements. 
WIP. 

Owen Letters Sons Coal Co., three 
periods weekly, starting Nov. 20, 
1934, expires Nov. 20, 1935, weather 
reports. WIP. 

Hartz Mountain Products, six one- 
quarter hours weekly, starting Nov. 
9th, canary bird programs. WIP. 

John Davis Company, six periods 
@aily, starting Nov. 19th, expiration 
indefinite, Man About Town pro- 
gram. WIP. 

Irma Coleman Beauty Prepara- 
tions, one-quarter hour weekly, 
starting Nov. 9, 1934, expires March 
22, 1935, Pat and Pattie. WIP. 

Crawford, Inc., 24 periods weekly, 
starting Nov. 25, 1934, expiration 
indefinite, spot announcements, WIP. 

Child’s Restaurant, four one-quar- 
ter hour periods weekly, starting 
Nov. 24th, expiration indefinite, re- 
mote control from Gingham Club. 
WIP. 

Adam Hat Stores, Inc., one hour 
weekly, starting Nov. 9, 1934, for 26 
weeks; talent: boxing bouts. WIP. 

Barclay Hotel, four one-quarter 
hours weekly, starting Dec. 12th, ex- 
piration indefinite, from Club Mirage, 
remote control. WIP. 

Henry A. Hurst, six times weekly, 
starts December 10, 1934, expiration 
April 5, 1935, Magazine of the Air 
and Town Tattler. WIP. 

Bernard Perfumers, three times 
weekly, starts Dec. 11, 1934, Home 
Maker's Club. WIP. 

Elmwood Farm Company, five pe- 
riods weekly, starting Dec. 11th, for 
indefinite period; periods in Home 
Makers’ Club. WIP. 


Philadelphia Towel Supply and 
Laundry Company, two periods 
weekly, starting Dec. 10th, Man 


About Town program. Adrian Bauer 
Advertising Agency, Inc. WIP. 

Harry A. Tint, three periods week- 
ly, starting Dec. 9th, spot announce- 
mients. WIP. 

Theodore F. Seiffert, six periods 
weekly, starting Dec. 8th, expires 
April 3, 1935, spots on Town Tattler 
and Magazine of the Air, Salesman- 
Elkins. WIP. 

John Middelton & Sons, three pe- 
riods weekly, starting Dec 11th, 
Home Makers’ Club. WIP. 

Foundation Garments, three pe- 
riods weekly, starting Dec. 10th, ex- 
piration indefinite, spot announce- 
ments, Magazine of the Air and 
Town Tattler. WIP. 

Walsh’s Furniture, six periods 
weekly, starting Nov. 19th, expira- 
tion indefinite, Man About Town 
program. WIP. 

Westminster Theological’ Seminary, 
one-half hour weekly, starting Jan. 
6, 1935, expiration April 28, 1935. 
WIP. 

Vapoo Products Co., Inc., five pe- 
riods weekly, starting Nov. 10th, ex- 
piration indefinite, Home Maker's 
Club, WIP. 

United Gold Buying Assoc., six 
spots weekly, starting Nov. 9th, ex- 
piration indefinite, Magazine of the 
ir. WIP. 

Stern and Company, seven periods 
weekly, starting Nov. 30th, expira- 
tion Dec. 23rd, Time Signal. WIP. 

Reading Shoe Co., 15 minutes 
weekly, starting Nev. 22, 1934, ex- 
piration Nov. 23, 1935, EMO’s Movie 
Broadcast. WIP. 





PORTLAND, OREGON 
Moon Glow Cosmetic Company, 26- 


word announcements, Seven times, 
beginning Dec. 6. Placed by Emil 
Brascher Agency. KGW. 


Columbian Garden, 15 minute pro- 


gram, daily, one year, beginning 
Dec..9.. KCW. | 
Van Duyn Chocolate Shops, 16 


Cole Agency. KGW. 
25-word announcement, 13 times, be- 
ginning Dec. 26. KGW. 

Smith Greeting Card Company, 
five minute program, 13 times, be- 
ginning Dec. 7. KEX. 

Western States College, 15 minute 
program, Sundays, one year, begin- 
ning Dee. 2. Placed by Frederich 
Schmaltz. KEX. 

Acme Shoe Company, five minute 
program, 13 times, beginning Dec. 6. 
KEX, 

Reingold’s Jewelers, five minute, 
13 times beginning Dec. 8. KEX. 

Fred Bell, jeweler, announcement 
service, beginning Dec. 25. KEX. 

Kraft’s Grocery, announcement 
service, beginning Dec. 25. KEX. 


FORT WAYNE 

Mandarin Cafe, nightly 
15-minute programs for 
period. WGL. 

Trianon Ballroom, nightly series 
of quarter hour dance music for in- 
definite period. WGL. 

Lincoln National Bank, half-hour 
program on Monday nights featur- 
ing music and talks, for 13 weeks. 
wowon. 

Journal-Gazette, five-minute news 
broadcast nightly for indefinite pe- 
riod. WGL. 

Centlivre Brewing Company, re- 
newal on its twice weekly program, 
for 13 weeks. WOWO. 

G. E. Bursley presenting Tarzan 
dise serial for 13 weeks. WOWO. 
Dietzen Bakery presenting Happy 
Herb Haworth on Wednesdays for 
15 minutes, 26 weeks. WOWO. 
Allied Mills, Inc., presenting sing- 
er with musical background over 
WGL on Tuesdays, and a minstrel 
show on Thursdays over WOWO. 





series of 
indefinite 





LOS ANGELES 
Dodge Motor Co., to use night spot 
announcements, starting late this 
month, Placed by Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. KNX. 

Dr. Frank B. Robinson, 
4:00-4:30 p.m., discs, 
Placed by Izzard Co. 
KNX. 

Dr. Frank McCoy, 9:00-9:15 night- 
ly except Sunday, starting Dec. 17 
for one year. Placed direct. KNX. 

General Paint Co., Tuesday 3:20- 
3:30 p.m., Feminine Fancies. Placed 
by N. W. Ayer. Columbia Don Lee 
Coast network. 

Autobank, Sunday 9:30-10:30 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Breakfast Club. 
Placed by R. H. Alber, L. A. KHJ. 

Godissarts Cosmetiques Sales 
Corp., Sunday 2:30-2:45 p.m., History 
of Perfume, musical and dramatic. 


Sunday 
*‘PsyChiana.’ 
of Seattle. 


Placed by Glasser Agency, L. A. 
KHJ. 

Weaver Jackson Co., Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday 1:00-1:15 
p.m., ‘Inside Stories.’ Placed by 
Milton Weinberg. KHJ. 

Globe Outfitting Co., Tuesday to 
Friday inclusive, 5:00-5:15 p.m., 
‘Santa’s Toytown Tales’. Placed by 


Dake-Johanet agency. KHJ. 


NEW YORK CITY 

West Disinfecting Company, daily 
series presenting Problem Counselor 
type of program in Italian for pe- 
riod of one year. WOV. 

Keystone Macaroni Company, 
daily series of comedy skits, with 
Angelo-Gloria Players, for 13 weeks. 
WOV. 

LaPerla Coffee Company, product 
of Filippone Company, presenting 
operetta flashes, three times weekly 
for 26 weeks. WOV. 

Electric Refrigeration Sales Com- 
pany, five 15-minute periods per 
week on a_ week-to-week basis. 
Placed through Bess and Schillin, 
Inc. WNEW. 

Finlay-Straus Jewelry Company, 
one-minute time signal hourly for 
52 weeks. WNEW. 

Russek’s, weekly series for period 
of three months, presenting Stars of 
Tomorrow. WHN. 

Rome Sales, once weekly for pe- 
riod of three months, presenting 
light opera music. WHN. 

Michaels Bros., Brooklyn, weekly 
program for indefinite period. WHN. 

Ampol, Inc., in conjunction with 
Howy Swiat, Polish paper, a daily 
series of musical programs for in- 
definite run, WEVD. 








AKRON, O. 

Sun Radio Co., 7:30 till 8:30 every 
Monday and Wednesday night, ama- 
teur night, local talent, cash awards 
to those judged the best determined 
by phone calls and fan mail. WADC. 

A. B. Polsky Co., Noonday Inter- 
lude, 30 minutes every Friday, 12:30 
til 1 p.m., music from Polsky Tea 

toom by Leonard Krager and his 
Ensemble, with Marie Wehner, solo- 
ist. WADC. 

Reliable Furniture Company, ex- 
citing dramas every Friday, 7:30- 
7:45, new episode each week, WADC. 


BOSTON 
C. Crawford Hollidge, 12 an- 
nouncements, started Dec. 13. WEEL. 
Studebaker Corp. of America, 12 
announcements, started Dec 11. 
Through Roche, Williams and Cun- 











ningham, Chicago. WEEI. 

Pease & Curran, 28 30-word an- 
nouncements, one daily, including 
;Sunday, began Dec. 7. Through 
Harry M. Frost, Poston. WNAC. 

Gilchrist Company, 1,456 15-word 


announcements, four daily, includ- 


Oregon Institute of Technology, 


ing Sunday; began Nov. 1. Through 
Salinger & Publicover, Boston. 
WNAC. 

Kay Jewelry Company, 68 15-word 
announcements, four daily, including 


Sunday; started Dec. 7. Through 
Salinger and Publicover, Boston. 
WNAC. 


Thomas System, 141 15-word an- 
nouncements, two daily; started Dec. 
7. Through Harry M. Frost, Bos- 
ton. WAAB. 


BRIDGEPORT 

Dewhirst Dairy, Jewish song pro- 
gram, Cantor Luis Rosen, Julius 
Chernoff, pianist, Sundays, 12:30 
p.m., four-week contract, privilege 
renewal. WICC. 

La Rosa (macaroni), Italian 
Echoes, fed from WOV, New York, 1 
p.m. Sundays. WICC. 

Spencer Shoe Stores, Derby Dance 
Marathon, 15 minutes daily at 5:15 


p.m. WICC. 
Seminole Paper Co., Christmas 
Turkey Contest, ET., five minutes 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, at 


1:55 p.m. WICC, 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Alamito Dairy Co., 15-minute 
transcription program dally, Decem- 
ber 11-28. KOIL. 

Burlington Bus Lines, five minute 
original skits daily except Sundays, 
Dec. 3 to Jan. 1. KOIL. 

Gold Store, announcements three 
times per week, Dec. 3, 1934, to De- 
cember 2, 1935. KOIL. 

Nyal Co., drugs, announcement 
daily, Dec. 12 to 21. Placed through 
Reincke-Ellis-Younggreen & Finn, 
Chicago. KOIL, 

Arkins, men’s shop, announcement 
once per week; began Nov. 30 till 








forbid. KOIL. 

Bulova Watch Co., two announce- 
ments daily, Jan. 1, one _ year. 
Through the Biow Agency, New 


York. KOIL. 

Greenberg Optical Co., announce- 
ment once per week; began Nov. 20 
till forbid. KOTIL. F 

Hanley Merchandise Co., three an- 
nouncements per week, Nov. 26 to 
Dec. 25. KOIL. ‘ 

Hayden Brothers, department 
store, 15 minutes daily except Sun- 
day, Santa Claus period, Nov. 30 to 
Dec. 24. KOIL. 

Thomas Kilpatrick, department 
store, 15 minute transcription pro- 
gram three times per week, Nov. 30 
to Dec. 28. KOIL, 

Kimball Laundry Co., one an- 
nouncement per week for one year 
from Nov. 5. Through Earl Allen 
Co., Omaha, KOIL. 

Krug Brewing Co., four 30-minute 
periods during December, sponsor- 
ing broadcacst of wrestling matches. 
KOIL, 

Martha Washington Candies, Eli 
Sheets Co., announcements. three 
times per week, Nov. 20 to Dec. 22. 
KOIL. 

Mason Clothing Co., 
nouncements per week, 
Jan. 4. KOIL. 

McDonald Jewelry Co., 


three an- 
Nov. 5 to 


one an- 





nouncement per week, one year 
from Nov. 8 KOIL, 
CHICAGO 


Capital Drug Company (Dr. Kins- 
man’s Asthmas Remedy), Augusta, 
Maine, five weeks of one-minute an- 
nouncements daily except Sunday 


immediately following mid-morning 
news report. Wade Agency, Chi- 
cago. WLS. 


Curtis Candy Company, Chicago, 
14 time signals daily except Sunday. 
McJunkin Agency, Chicago. WLS. 

Nyal Company, Detroit, six one- 
minute radio discs. Through A. T, 
Sears, Chicago, with Reincke-Ellis- 
Younggren-Finn Agency). WLS. 

Mudilavia Springs Hotel, Kramer, 
Ind., a one-minute announcement 
each Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day .Applegate Agency, Indian- 
apolis. WLS. 

Illinois Central Railroad, nine one- 
minute announcements each morn- 
9 Caples Company, Chicago. 





SALEM, OREGON 
Acme Auto Wrecking Company, 
15 minute program, three times 
weekly, one month. KSLM. 
American School of Designing, 15 
minute program, two times weekly, 
three months. KSLM. 
Anderson Truck Service, 15 min- 
ute program, three times weekly, 
three months. KSLM., 


Briethaupt Flower Shop, an- 
nouncement' service daily, three 
months. KSLM. 


Hollywood Theatre, 30 minute pro- 
gram weekly, three months. KSLM. 

Dom Madison Service Station, 15 
minute program, three times week- 
ly, three months, KSLM. 

Valley Packing Company, 30 min- 
ute program daily, three months. 
KSLM. 

Zosel Tire Company, 30 minute 
program, six timeg weekly, three 
months. KSLM, 


TULSA, OKLA. 

Knox Company (Cystex), Kansas 
City, Mo., five 15-mmMmute Orphan 
Annie transcriptions per week for 54 
weeks. KTUL. 

Kellogg Sales Company, Oklahoma 
City, 27 announcements. KTUL. 

Colonial Food Stores, 52 five-min- 
ute programs, The Colonial Puzzle 
Man. KTUL 

Bardons, three announcements per 








day for two weeks. KTUL. 
Tulsa Camera Record Company, 


three announcements per day for 
|two weeks. KTUL. 
| Gray's Diamond Shop, three an- 


(Continued on page 40) 
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GOOD DEED JAMBOREE 
KSTP, ST. PAUL 
BEDSIDE BROADCAST 
GIMBEL AWARD TIE-UP 
WIP, PHILADELPHIA 











Making Junior Cherubic 
St. Pasul. 

KSTP’s ‘Good Deed Jamboree,’ in 
which 5,000 kids are guests in a 
Twin (Minneapolis) Cities double 
party, is the biggest stunt radio’s 
ever attempted here. 

Co-operating with Minneapolis 
Orpheum (Mort Singer circuit) and 
Lou Golden, St. Paul RKO Orpheum 
manager, station will air the the- 
atre proceedings in 15-minute air 
jamborees, from 10:45-11:00 a.m. 

St. Paul party was held at the 
RKO Orph Saturday (15) from 9:30 
to 11:00 a.m., with 2,100 kids at- 
tending. Minneapolis Orpheum will 
hold its party for 2,800 Mill City 
youngsters the same hours, on Jan. 
5. Entertainment consists of shorts 
furnished by the theatres, plus juve 
vaudeville and magic acts provided 
by KSTP’s artists’ bureau, with the 
addition of any available acts from 
the current Orpheum vaude show. 

Kids, to receive invitation, must 
send letters in to KSTP’s Uncle 
Tom (Thomas Dunning Rishworth) 
telling of some good deed they’ve 
performed. This angle jibes with 
the ‘good deed’ campaign conducted 
by Uncle Tom and with which the 
two Orpheums have tied in by giv- 
ing 20 passes in each city for the 
10 best good deed letters of the 
week, 

Huge response, with mothers en- 
thusiastically gaga about it, as it 
makes it easier to get walks 
cleaned, dishes wiped, etc. Rish- 
worth claims the kids are perform- 
ing good deeds at the rate of 5,000 
per month, which, if it continues, 
— soon build to a 100,000 total 

ere. 





WIP’s Smart Stunt 
Philadelphia, 

One of the neatest bits of show- 
manship ever concocted locally was 
staged by WIP in cooperation with 
the parent Gimbel Brothers store, 
tieing in with the Gimbel Award to 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt, as the na- 
tion’s outstanding woman of 1934. 
Stunt was pulled last week (12). 

Station stretched wires to the 
store’s restaurant where over 1,200 
guests, members of the city’s (and 
nation’s) elite, gathered to pay 
tribute to the First Lady. Another 
award was also made to Mrs. Curtis 
Bok, wife of the late publisher of 
the Sat. Eve. Post, as the city’s 
outstanding woman. Prizes totaled 
$2,000. Show was piped to the full 
ABC web. 

Program ran according to Hoyle 
until the station pulled a surprise 
that had the scribes and newsreels 
on their toes. When Mrs. Roosevelt 
turned over her award to a paraly- 
tic youngster for treatment at 
Warm Springs, WIP switched its 
controls to the bedside of the child’s 
own room, located in a small house 
in Philly’s mill district. Here, 
Uncle Wip, well-known kiddies 
programmer, caught the cue to in- 
troduce the youngster and his par- 
ents, the trio sending back to the 
restaurant and the network their 
tearful thanks. To the pressmen 
grouped in the small room, it was 
a type of event rarely covered in 
routine reporting. 

Stunt was actually grabbed by 
the Philly dailies, some papers run- 
ning four and five-column articles 
with WIP mike and call-letters in- 
cluded. Even the Bulletin, defi- 
nitely anti-radio, went for a splash. 
Newsreels caught’ both angles, at 
the kid’s house and the store, for 
Fox, Metrotone, and RKO, snaring 
national releases. P.a.’ing on the job 
was Murray Arnold, beginning his 
initial week at WIP as _ publicity 
chief, 





The Duke’s Marriage 
London, England. 

Duke of Kent-Princess Marina 
wedding broadcast to one of the 
largest audiences in history of 
radio, was effected by the British 
Broadcasting Company, which linked 
the whole world to Westminster 
Abbey on the morning of that im- 
portant event. It was the first time 
microphones were installed in 
Westminster Abbey, and prepara- 
tions for the occasion ocdupied over 
two months. 

Main problem was the broadcast- 
ing of the procession of the bride 
from the main entrance along the 
nave, where the bridegroom was 
waiting. If the microphones were 
placed at regular intervals along 
the route, listeners would get an an- 
noying effect as each mike was ap- 
proached or passed. To obviate 
this, only one mike was employed 
for the procession, and another in- 
stalled for the organ and choir, con- 
trolled by an engineer in the crypt. 
His principal job was to fade out 


referee. 


gram will be broadcast 


and in, so that the two receiving 
apparatuses would blend, 

Howard Marshall, the B. B. CGC, 
principal commentator, was placed 
on the roof of the Westminster Hos- 
pital (opposite the Abbey) with a 
cable direct from his to the crypt 
engineer. Another microphone was 
placed in the belfry so the wedding 
chimes could be heard as the royal 
processions left the Abbey, The 
entire ceremony was carefully re- 
hearsed with ‘set-ins’ the day be- 
fore. 

Nine other European countries 
co-operated with the B. B. C. and 
the event was relayed to the U. S. 

Over 100 miles of cable was em- 
ployed, which included 60 loud 
speakers, 





Elks-KDYL Tie-Up 
Salt Lake City. 

KDYL, NBC outlet, is tied up 
with the local Elks club in their 
Xmas club to raise toys and money. 
In past years the station and club 
ran independent campaigns, but 
now for the first time are combining 
their efforts under the general 
heading -of ‘KDYL-Elks Merry 
Xmas Club.’ 

Toys are raised by daily plugs on 
Uncle Ben’s children’s program, 
while money is picked up in an 
unique manner worked successfully 
in past years by the station. The 
midnight to 1:00 a.m. hdur is de- 
voted to phonograph requests, 


played for anyone telephoning in 
and promising a contribution. 
The contribution can be any 


amount the donor wishes, and the 
average runs around $2. About $60 
to $75 a night is raised. Donors 
forward money by mail and shrink- 
age on pledges only amounts to 
about 20%. The money raised goes 
for clothes for needy children. 


KTSA’s Trading Post 
San Antonio. 

KTSA has revamped its daily 
noon time airing of the Thine 
Wranglers into a Trading Post pe- 
riod to garner goodwill. 

Atmosphere of this spot is that of 
the old time trading post, general 
store and postoffice with studio 
visitors forming the personnel out- 
side of talent. Visitors are re- 
quested to let station know what 
they have to trade—automobiles, 
radios, stoves, kitchen sinks or any- 
thing. Announcement of these to- 
gether with what owner seeks in 
return on the swap is aired, Listen- 
ers who have the required article 
wanted in return mail in queries 
which are sent the owner who be- 
gins dickering with the other fel- 
low. 

Service 





is absolutely free and 
considered worthwhile goodwill 
builder-upper. Station is guarding 
against possible squawks from per- 
sons sending in letters alleging a 
prior claim to something that has 
already been bartered by keeping a 
close check on post marks of letters 
received in reply to announcements, 
Program combines’ entertainment 
and public service. It’s a new idea, 
at least locally. 

It’s a new twist on the exchange 
programs used in some other parts 
of country. 





Puppetry Contest 
St. Paul. 

Judges are huddling to pick the 
prize winners in KSTP’s contest in 
puppet making and puppet play 
writing, which closed Wednes- 
day (12). 

Co-operating with SERA recre- 
ation division, station aired weekly 
15-minute programs, conducted by 
Mrs. Deborah Meader, St. Paul, na- 
tional authority on puppetry. 

Weekly shot pulled a large fol- 
lowing, with classes formed in 
many schools and among youth or- 
ganizations. SERA sent out puppet 
patterns and literature. Prize win- 
ners’ creations will go on exhibit 
at the St. Paul and Minneapolis 
public libraries. 





Grunt-by-Grunt 
Waterloo, Ia. 


WMT in broadcasting a boxing 


exhibition suspended a microphone 
on a rope and pulley over the center 


of the ring. Mike was lowered im- 
mediately before the fight to catch 
the instructions given out by the 
Later it was lowered again 
to capture the actual sounds of the 
mat tussle. 

Max Baer opened the broadcast 
with a few remarks before the ex- 


hibition which was staged by Buddy 


Baer. Ancil Hoffman also on for 
introductory patter. Charles Guss- 
man down to handle all fight air- 
ings for the rest of the winter sea- 


son. 





Times-WNEW Hookup 
New York. 
New York Times has okayed a 
publicity tie-up with station 
WNEW. A Lost and Found pro- 
daily by 
the station using Times items. In 
turn there will be a credit line at 


the head of the classified division in 
the Times. 


Stunt is exceptional because of 
the Times’ extreme conservatism. 
Ed Fisher effected the deal for 





WNEW, 
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Tuesday, December 18, 1934 


Broadeasts 


No. 1—Skippy Rescues the United States Marines. 


By Bob Landry 
Sound effect—Lion’s roar. 
Announcer—Skippy is on the Air. 
The Lion Boy. Strong as the King 
of the Jungle, with muscles like 
steel girders and a blow like a trip- 
hammer. 
Skippy himself. 
Sound effect—Lion’s roar. 
Skippy—Hello, fellows. They call 
me the Lion Boy. I guess I am 


pretty strong. And do you know 
how I got so strong. By drinking 
quarts of malted sawdust 


three 
every day. And, fellows, it’s mighty 
nice to take that malted sawdust. 
Just mix it in with a strawberry ice 
cream soda, and you hardly notice 
the taste. . 
Announcer—As Skippy 
if you mix your malted 
with strawberry ice cream soda 
you'll hardly notice the taste. But 
now on with the story. Skippy, in 
response to an urgent summons 
from the United States government, 
has left school and gone to China, 
where the Chinese live and cause a 
certain amount of trouble for the 
white men. No sooner has Skippy 
arrived in China than he meets little 
Orphan Annie, who has married one 
of the Mdivani boys and is making a 
trip around the world. By the deep 
frown on her face Skippy quickly 
surmises that there’s something on 
her mind. Sut let’s hear for our- 
selves. Here they are. 
Skippy—Whre's the prince? 
Little Orphan Annie—That’s what 
worries me. I think he's been kid- 
napped. 
Skippy—You think he's been kid- 
napped. 


told you, 
sawdust 


Annie—Yes., 

Skippy—Let me get this straight. 
You think He’s been kidnapped you 
think. 


Annie—Yes, yes, so I think. I do. 
I do so think. 

Skippy—How? Why? To what 
do you _ attribute this amazing 


thought of yours. 

Annie—I have reecived a commu- 
nication. 

Skippy—Declare the nature of this 
communication. 

Annie—I read quote we have the 
prince you can have him back for 
fifty thousand yen two per cent off 
for cash ten days stop do as we say 
or we will deduct the prince’s head 
from his neck unquote signed Chi- 
nese Charlie. 

Skippy—Chinese Charlie. 
him it is. Indeed, it is. 

Annie—Who is he? 

Skippy—He is sometimes known 
as Charlie the Chinaman. A cool 
fellow. Yes, a fellow of considerable 
coolness. I will phone the United 
States Marines. Hello, is this the 
United States Marines? This is 
Skippy. The Lion Boy. Take a 
letter. To Lieutenant Jack Arm- 
strong, the All-American Boy, Unit- 
ed States Marines Secret Service 
Division Care of General Delivery 
Peep-Peep, China. Dear Armstrong. 
Keep an eye peeled for Chinese 
Charlie, also known as Charlie the 
Chinaman. He is suspected of kid- 
napping Prince Mdivani stop Little 
Orphan Annie anxious to get prince 
intact Hudson High expects every 
Marine to do his duty signed Skippy 
Number 33456. 

A nnie— Skippy, 

you? 
_ Skippy—Utter no syllable of 
heartfelt appreciation. It is a mere 
nothing. The United States Marines 
will bring back the prince. Yes, and 
Chinese Charlie, too. 

Orchestra—American Patrol. 

Announcer—But it is not as sim- 
ple as Skippy, the Lion Boy, thinks. 
Chinese Charlie is velly velly clever. 
Presently a message comes to tell 
Skippy that Jack Armstrong, the 
All-American boy, hot on the trail 
of Chinese Charlie, has disappeared 
and the United States Marines have 
been trapped by Chinese bandits 
and face extermination. We pick 
up Skippy again. 

Skippy—I'm afraid I won't*be able 
to have that second cup of tea, 
Princess Mdivani. I have just re- 
ceived word that Jack Armstrong, 
the All-American boy, has disap- 
Peared and the United States Ma- 
rines are ambushed. I shall really 
have to attend to this matter per- 
Bonally. 

Annie—That’s quite all 
Skippy. I understand. 

Skippy—I'll just take an airplane 
Up to Peep-Peep and dispose of this 
case, 

Sound effect—Hum of an airplane 
motor. 

Sound effect—Lion’s roar. 

Announcer—Now we'll see some 
@ction. Push up close to the loud- 


From 








how can I thank 





right, 





But first let us hear from | 





speaker, children and don’t miss a! 
word. Skippy the Lion Boy is | 
going into action. And remember 
kids, you, too can be like Skippy | 
and have muscles like steel and a 
sock like a Planter’s Punch if you | 
drink three quarts of malted saw- | 
dust every day. 

Sound effect—Telegraph ticker. 

Sergeant Flagg—Hurrah, hurray, 
this message says Skippy is on his 
way. 

Sound effect—United States Ma- 
rines Cheering. 

Sergeant—That means we're safe. 
But poor Jack Armstrong, the all- 
American boy, I have my doubts. 

Sound effect—rifle fire. 

Sergeant — Save your 
men, We must hold out 
Skippy gets here. 

Sound effect—aeroplane motor. 

Sound effect—Lion’s Roar. 

Sound effect—United States Ma- 
rines cheering. 

Sergeant Flagg—Gee, Skippy, 
with you here we sure feel better. 

Skippy — Where’s Jack Arm- 
strong? 

Sergeant—They got him in the 
haunted castle. 

Skippy—You fellows stay here. 

Sergeant—Where are You Going? 

Skippy—To the haunted castle. 

Orchestra—Haunted Castle mu- 
sic. 

Skippy—Who’s that? 

Sergeant — It’s me. 
Flage. I came along. 

Skippy—There was no need for 
that. For that no need there was. 

Sergeant—I know. But I thought 
maybe I could hold your coat or 
something when you started giving 
Chinese Charlie that lion boy 
roughhouse. 

Skippy—All right, all right. You 
ean hold my coat if it looks like 
some action. 

Sergeant—Gee, 
It’s white of you. 

Skippy—Hello, what’s this, It’s 
dark in here. Light a match. 

Sergeant—lIt’s a hand, 

Skippy—It’s Jack Armstrong's 
hand. Now we're getting some- 
where. 

Sound effect—ghosts. 

Skippy—Let’s look around for 
the other hand...hello, what’s this, 
why it’s Jack Armstrong’s colon. 

Sergeant—Some more of Chinese 
Charlie’s diabolical work. 

Skippy—And here is Jack Arm- 
strong’s ears. 

Sergeant—This is pretty bad, 

Skippy — Most regrettable. I 
always liked Jack Armstrong, the 
all-American Boy, Bobby Benson. 
of the Bar X Ranch, will be sorry 
to hear about this. If we had a 
wheelbarrow we could get all of 
the all-American boy. 

Sound effect—fiendish yowling. 

Chinese Charlie—So. You have 
come, 

Skippy—Chinese Charlie you shall 
pay and dearly for this night’s may- 
hem. 

Chinese Charlie—On the contrary 
Jack Armstrong was only the anti- 
pasto of my banquet. I have re- 
served you for the main dish. 
Skippy, this time you are trapped 
and cannot escape. You are sur- 
rounded by an angry mob of 
Blackett Sample and Hummert 
office boys. They will dismember 
you and make a fine stew out of 
you—all full of blood and gore. 

Skippy—Skippy is never trapped. 
Never. You do not know Skippy. 
I am the lion boy. Do you see this 
object which I hold in my hand? 

Chinese Charlic — (trembling). 
What is it? 

Skippy—It is the RCA Planetary 
Cathode Calsiminer, It will blow 
this entire mountain from here to 
the Philippine Islands which is on 
United States soil. 

Chinese Charlie—Hey, nix on 
that. You can’t pull that Buck 
Rogers stuff on this program. 

Skippy—Here goes. Duck Ser- 
geant Flagg. I am covering you 
with the Skippy Patented Explo- 
sion-Insulator, 

Chinese Charlie—No. No. You 
can’t pull that stuff on this pro- 
gram. 

Sound effect — pandemonimun, 
series A, B and G. 

Sound effect—United States Ma- 
rines cheering. 

Sound effect—lion’s roar. 

Announcer — And that’s how 
Skippy rescued the United States 
Marines but unfortunately arrived 
too late to save Jack Armstrong, 
the all-American boy. Chinese 
Charlie and his bandits were burst 
into small bits of gristle and bone 
so that hardly an eye or a finger 
could be found, It turned out that 





bullets, 
until 


Sergeant 


thanks, Skippy. 





Prince Mdivani wasn’t really cap- 





Measuring 





Morton Downey and the new 
talent which succeeds’ the 
original show on NBC for 
Carlsbad Sprudel Salts has a 
definite goal to shoot at. 

Previous show drew _ 1,500 
letters a week ind the sponsor 
wants 5,000 letters weekly as a 
gauge of success. 


FLECTRICITY SEEKS 
PUBLIC GOOD WILL 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

Philadelphia Electric Company, 
acting as agent for the Nat‘! Elec- 
trical Association, piped an audi- 
tion to N. Y. last week for a 
prospective good-will CBS web 
show. 

Batoning a 30-piece unit was 
Sylvan Levin, former sub conductor 
of the Chesterfield cig series with 
Stokowski. Alex Gray got star bill- 
ing, with Ruth Carhart, Four show- 
men Quartet and Florence Ridley 
warbling. Latter gal, a Curtis In- 
stitute student, moved from her air 
debut two nights before (12) on a 
WCAU amateur show to the net- 
work audition. 

It is expected that the Electrical 
group will originate the coming pro- 
gram from Philly, with the above 
coterie probably to sign for 652 
weeks. Show ‘is an h.o. from last 
spring. N. W. Ayer is producing. 

















Cemetery Biz Good 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 

Moreland Memorial Park, local 
cemetery lot, which for past year 
has maintained a once-weekly (Sun- 
day afternoon) quarter-hour com- 
mercial on WFBR, expands current 
week, assuming similar Sunday 
slot on WCBM. 

Program is waxed, cemetery hav- 
ing on its site a carillon-like set 
of chimes which have been recorded 
dishing up such hymns as ‘Lead 
Kindly Light.’ Commercial chatter 
is altered weekly and spieled by an 
announcer, but the program never 
varies its stet music, since but one 
platter has been pressed. 


Brooklyn Eagle Has Radio Plans : 





Worked Out in Detail with Big If 





Corn Cob Pipe Club Goes| 
On WRVA, WLW, WOR) 


Richmond, Va., Dec. 17. 

Corn Cob Pipe Club of Virginia, 
WRVA show, went on a bi-weekly 
schedule Dec. 10. 

WRVA carries the program at 8 
p.m. Mondays and WLW, Cincin- 
nati and WOR, Newark, air the 
second edition of the program on 
Monday at 10:30 p.m. 

Program originates at WRVA and 
advertises Larus & Bros. com- 
pany, makers of Edgeworth Smok- 
ing tobacco and owners of the sta- 
tion 


WAIU Barn Dance Draws 
4.200 Paid Admissions 
In First Month at 10-20 


Columbus, Dec, 17. 

WAIU is newest station to try a 
barn dance. In four weeks 4,200 
paid admissions proves it’s a good 
idea. Held at Columbus auditorium, 
on river front, Saturday night barn 
dance gives one hour broadcast, 
starting at 7:45, with dancing to 
midnight. 

Montana Meechy’s cowboy band 
furnishes show backing and dance 
music. Radio hour sponsored by 
Texas Crystals. Acts are Cowboy 
Joe, Horseshoe Mike and Little 
Ann, with Meechy working as m.c. 

Prices are 10-20. 


KTSA Steps Up 


San Antonio, Dec. 17. 
KTSA, local outlet for CBS and 
SBC, Tuesday (11) jumped its day- 
time output from 2,500 to 5,000 
watts which gives the station addi- 
tional coverage. 
Night time output of 1,000 watts 
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Two Regionals in Texas Struggle 





Southwest and Quality Group Alignments 





Sharply Marked 


‘JAZZED UP PRAYER’ 
IS BANNED BY CBS 


Although both the title and the 
lyrics have been revised several 
times, the spiritual ‘O, Lord I Give 
You My Children,’ published by the 
Miller Music Co. stands banned 
from the Columbia mikes. The net- 
work’s censor considers that the 
verses are too sacrilegious for the 
loudspeaker trade. NBC has no 
objection to having the _ song 
cleared as is over its wires. 


Original tag that the, publishers 
gave the tune was ‘Satan, I Give 
You My Children.’ CBS scored this 
title as likely to give general of- 
fense and described the composition 
as nothing but a ‘jazzed-up’ prayer. 
One of the lines in the lyrics that 
the Columbia censor found par- 
ticularly objectionable read, ‘We 
hope our savior excuses our be- 
havior.’ 


Sam Pickards Mending 


Sam Pickard is recovering in the 
United Hospital, Portchester, N. Y., 
from injuries he received last week 
when his auto and a trolley car 
crashed. 

CBS yv.p.’s face was badly cut by 














flying glass, while Mrs. Pickard 
suffered a broken leg. 
tured at al! but had left for 


Afghanistan to play polo. 

Skippy—Tomorrow night I will 
tell you how I skin Fu Manchu 
alive. There will be several other 
murders, too. Good night, kids, and 
don’t forget to buy malted saw- 
dust. 

Sound effect—Kon’sg roar. 





Dallas, Dec. 17. 

Keen competition exists between 
two regional networks for suprem- 
acy in the southwest territory. 
Struggle is between the Southwest 
Broadcasting System and the Texas 
Quality Group. Grieg-Blair & Spight 
represent the Southwest web and 
Edward Petry company the Texas 
Quality web. 

Entire southwest district is con- 
sidered a money land at present due 
to the Tennessee Valley project and 
the easy money situation which 
exists throughout the section. Spot 
and national advertisers are finding 
the district a fertile territory for 
new business and testing of new 
products and programs. 

Behind the radio situation are 
some of the daily newspapers of the 
Texas territory. Especially is this 
so in Dallas, the key to the entire 
setup of both regional networks. On 
the Petry list in Dallas there is 
WFAA, which is controlled by the 
Dallas News, while the Greig-Blair 
station is KRLD, owned and oper- 
ated by the Dallas Times-Herald. 

Petry list has also the Ft. Worth 
Star Telegram for WBAP and the 
Houston Post for KPRC. Other 
than WFAA, WBAP and KPRC the 
Petry web has only one other sta- 
tion, WOAI in San Antonio for a 
network of four stations. 

GBS Network 

Southwest web on the GBS list 
has a basic setup of seven stations, 
comprised of KTAT, Ft. Worth; 
KTSA, San Antonio; KRLD, Dal- 
las; WRR, Dallas; KNOW, Austin; 
WACO, Waco, and KOMA, Okla- 
homa City. Besides these seven 
there are five other supplementary 
stations: KRLA, Little Rock; 
KFDM, Beaumont; KGKO, Wichita 
Falls; KWkKH, Shreveport, and 
KGRS, Amarillo, 

Besides the newspaper split there 
are several other items which 
squarely raise the issue between 
these two networks. Petry list is 
comprised of NBC stations while 
Southwest web of the GBS list is 
formed of Columbia stations, 


Foundation 








Brooklyn Eagle’s determination to 
go radio if and when Washington 
approves, would place Burgess Nes- 
the president's chair. Nes- 
bitt was formerly with Baron Col- 
lier and Artemus Ward company. 
Others slated for executive posts in 
the tentative line-up include: M. 
Preston Goodfellow, publisher of the 


Eagle, vice-president; William V. 
Hester, treasurer, and Ellen A. 
Dockery, secretary. The last two 


hold similar positions with the sheet. 


Cc. D. Isaacson, formerly identified 
with the Brooklyn threesome, 
WARD, WLTH and WVFW, and 
now acting as builder-upper for the 
paper’s plea, also to be placed. 


Other promises include the erec- 
tion of a modern station on the top 
floor of the Eagle’s building, install- 


ing new equipment and operating in 
the most efficient way possible. Four 
sites under consideration for the 
transmitter site. 

Paper plans to get behind the sta- 
tion editorially as well as financially 
in serving the Brooklynites. One of 
the major moves is to cut down the 
foreign programs which now flood 
the borough channels. Twelve hours 
would be allotted for this feature, 
but no more. Over 60 hours foreign 
tongues now stretched out between 
the various stations. 

Music standards is another item 
to be raised. A new commercial 
code would be worked out also. All 
of these to go into effect if the 
Washington committee says oke. 
Call letters would be either WBE or 
WBDE. 

Nothing is expected to be settled 
in the Brooklyn mixup, however, un- 
til March 1. Briefs will be sub- 
mitted again on Jan. 21 with an- 
other rehashing of the situation fol- 
lowing in order. 

Battle takes in the stations of 
WARD, WLTH, WVFW and WBBC, 
The first three, now running under 
a single roof, are the main bones of 
contention in the tussle. Practically 
everyone and anyone wants to come 
in and absorb this outlet. Bulova 
and Winston, part owners of 
WNEW, among those putting in a 
bid for the spot. WEVD now shar- 
ing time with WBBR, Watch Tower 
station, and WHAZ, 
Renssasselaer Polytechnic station, 
also endeavoring to get full time. 
G. N. Hill, examining officer at the 
hearing. 


PHILLY AUDIENCE SHOWS 
REVEAL AN INCREASE 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

With audience broadcasts hav- 
ing been nonentities in Philly, town 
has suddenly gone nuts anent visual 
programs. Has been usual here that 
the only public aircasts available 
were the visual ones done in con- 
nection with home economics patter 
for the gals, an occasional commer- 
cial, and an infrequent visit by some 
out-of-town production show when 
playing a local theatre. Now the 
list is up to more than a dozen local 
commercials and sustainers, one 
aired from 4,000-seat house and 
several others from nitery floors. 

Latest to join the parade were the 
Pep Boys show via WCAU with 
Vincent Travers ork, piped from the 
band’s hotel spot at the Pennsyl- 
vania twice-weekly, and the new 
Renault Champagne aircast through 
WIP from Leo Zollo’s Ben Frank- 
lin Hotel position, also a brace of 
shots each week. 

At the WCAU auditorium, the 
situation is programming many 
public shows, among which are the 
new Esslinger Beer programs with 
Jan Savitt’s band using the amateur 
night idea, the studio’s daily Wom- 
en's School of the Air with visiting 
stage celebs, and a host of sustain- 
ing variety shows for which the sta- 
tion makes frequent plugs for a 
weekly audience group. Local yokels 
have taken to the free station ad- 
mish like ducks to water, but it is 
singular that the poorer shows are 
lacking in anything but a handful. 
Philly listeners, so close to New 
York, have become accustomed to 
the better type of shows and refuse 
to bother with hodge-podge pro- 
grams, 











Dan Lussier, former assistant 
dramatic editor of the Seattle 
Times, has been signed by KTAB, 
San Francisco, for script work. 
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ACME PAINT 
6:30-Su-WABC 
Smiling McConnell 
*Henri, H. & McD. 


A&P 
9-M-WEAF 
Harry Horlick 
Frank Parker 
*Paris & Peart 


AMERICAN 
ROLLING MILLS 
6:30-Su-W EAF 
Frank Simon Ore 
Bennett Chapple 

*B. B. D. & O. 


ARMOUR 

9:30-F -WjIZ 
Phil Baker 
Martha Mears 
Harry McNaughton 
Leon Belasco Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


B. T. BABBITT 

1:30-Su- WEAF 
Mary Small 
Wm, Wirges 
*Peck 

BEECHNUT 
7:30-M-W-F-WJZ 
‘Red Davis’ 
Burgess Meredith 
Jack Rosleigh 
Marion Darney 
Elizabeth Ragge 
Johnny Kane 
Eunice Howard 
Jean Southern 
*McCann-E 
BISODOL 

8:30-W-WABC - 
Everet & Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Ohman & Arden 
Victor Arden’s Orc 


pBlackett 
BLUE COAL 
6:30-M-W-WABO 


*The Shadow’ 
James La Curto 
Allyn Josslyn 
Wm. Johnstone 
Virginia Venable 
Betty Worth 
Julia Noa 
Paul Huber 
Santos Ortego 
Jury Macy 
Wilmer Walter 
Paul Stewart 
Bradley Barker 
Rita Vale 
Betty Garde 
Alice Reinhardt 
Milton Herman 
Walter Soderling 
*®Ruthrauff-R 
BORDEN 
10-Th-WABC 
*45 Min. in H’lyw’d’ 
Arlene Francis 
Marion Hopkinson 
Dwight Weist 
Chet Stratton 
Jack Smart 
Howard Smith 
Peggy Allenby 
Fred Uttal 
Lester Jay 
Lucille Wall 
Frank Readick 
Ted de Corsia 
William Adams 
Arthur Boran 
Mary Newton 
Chas. Cantor 
Jas, Meighan 
Ray Bloch 
Agnes Moorehead 
Virginia Morgau 
Donny Boone 
Maria Silveria 
Donald Novis 
Bert Parks 
Cal York 
Eaton Boys 
Mark Warnow Ore 
11:45-W-WABC 


Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 


BOSCH 


A. 8. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su-WABC 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett-S-H 
BREITENBACH 
(Pepto-Mangan) 
2-Su-WJIZ 
Anthony Frome 
Alwyn Bach 
*McCann-Erickson 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 
(Sal Hepatica) 
(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 


CAMPANA 
6:30-Su-WJZ 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 
10-¥-W EAP 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
Cliff Soubier 
E Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Wallace 
CAMYTBELL 
(Soup) 
9:30-F-WABC 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
Dick Powell 
Jane Williams 
Louvella Parsons 
Ted Fio-Rito Ore 
Sally Eilers 
Lee Tracy 
°F, W. Armstrong 


5 Nae 





CARBORUNDUM 
10-S-WABC 
Arthur Pryor, Sr. 
Francis Bowman 
*B. B.D. & O, 
CARLSBAD 
(Salts) 
4:30-Su-WJIZ 
7:15-Tu-WJZ 

Morton Downey 
Guy Bates Post 
Rod Arkell 
Ray Sinatri Ore 
*Kiesewetter 
CARNATiew MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Lullaby Lady 
M L Eastman 
*Erwin, Wasey 


CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourdon Or 

Quartet 
*Lord & Thomas 


COCA COLA 
10:30-F-WEAF 
Frank Black Ore 
Chorus 
*D’Arcy 
COLGATE-PALM 
10-Tu-WEAF 


(Palmolive Soap) 

‘The Mikado’ 

John Barclay 

Nat Shilkret 
9:30-M-WEAF 

(ColgateTooth paste) 

Al Goodman Ore 

*Benton-B 
CONTINENTAL 

OIL CoO. 

10:30-W-WJIZ 

Harry Richman 

Jack Denny 

John B. Kennedy 

*Tracy-L-D 

CORN PRODUCTS 


12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 


CREAM O’ WHEAT 
9-Su-WABC 
Alexander Woollcott 
R. Armbruster Orc 
*J. W. Thompson 
R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 

‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Joseph Granby 
Marion Allen 
Fred Utell 
Walter Tetley 
Louis Hector 
Paul Stewart 
*Ruthrauff & R 
EMERSON 
(Bromo Seltzer) 
8 :30-F-WJIZ 
‘Intimate Revue’ 
Al Goodman Ore 
Jane Froman 
Al Bowlly 
*J. M. Mathes 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABO 
Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
Gertrude Niesen 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr. 
Richard Crooks 
Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 
FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 
FLETCHER’S 
CASTORIA 
8-Sa-WABC 
Roxy & Gang 
Kitty Lewis 
Aimee Deloro 
Herbert Kingsley 
Vicki Chase 
Darrell Woodyward 
Darrell Woodyard 
Alfred Seville 
Larry Taylor 
Henrietta Sch’mann 
Lillian Morton 
Leon Rosebrook Or 
*Young & R 
FORD MOTOR 
8-Su-WABO 
Richard Bonelli 
Detroit Symphony 
9:30-Th-WABC 
Fred Waring 
Ted Pearson 
Tom Waring 
Stuart Churchill 
Johnnie Davis 
Poley McClintock 
Rosemary Lane 
Priscilla Lane 
*N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-WABC 
Julia Sanderson 


Frank Crumit 
s » DB @ A 
GENERAL CIGAR 


(White Owl) 

9:30-W-WABC 
Burns & Allen 
Bobby Dolan Ore 
*Thompson 
GENERAL FOODS 

11:15-Th-WEAE 
Frances Lee Barton 








*Young & Rubican 


9-Th-WEAF 

(Maxwell) 
Frank McIntyre 
Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan'ry 
Gus Haenschen 

8:30-W-WIZ. 
(Log Cabin Syrup) 
Lanny Ross 


Harry Salter Ore 

*Benton & B 
7-Su-WJIZ 
(Jell-O) 


Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Don Bestor Ore 
Frank Parker 
10-W-WABC 
(Grapenuts) 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
Mark Warnow Orc 
*Young & Rubicam 


GENERAL MILLS 
5:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong 

All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJZ 

‘Betty & Bob’ 

Betty Churchill 

Don Ameche 

Betty Winkler 

Art Jacobson 

Carl Brickert 

Louis Roen 

*Bilackett 


GEN. MOTORS 
9:30-Tu-WABO 
(Chevrolet) 
Virginia Rea 
Isham Jones 
10:30-Su-WEAF 
(Pontiac) 


Jane Froman 
Modern Choir 
Frank Black Ore 


8-Su-WJIZ 
(Institutional) 
Lily Pons 
Louis Hasselmans 
*Campbell-Ewald 


GROVE LAB. 


(Bromo Quinine) 
1:45-Daily Ex. Sa- 
WAB 


Pat Kennedy 
Art Kassel Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
GULF 
9:30-Su-WABC 
Stoopnagle-Budd 
Helen Gleason 
Frank Parker 
Clark Bremer 
Alan Holt 
Willard Amison 
James Davies 
Oscar Bradley Orc 
*Cecil, W. & C 
HEALTH PROD. 
8-M-WABC 
(Aspergum) 
Carson Robinson 
John Mitchell 
Pearl Pickens 
John Battle 
Ann Elsner 
Kenneth Daigneau 
Bell Mitchell 
6-Sa-WABC 
(Feen-A-Mint) 
George Gershwin 
Louis Katzman 
Dick Robertson 
Rhoda Arnold 
Lucille Peterson 
Harry Von Zell 
*Wm. Esty 
HECKER H-O 
6:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Nell O’ Malley 
Florence Hallan 
Billy Hallop 
yohn Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasey 
HOOVER 
5-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Charles Sears 
Mary Steel 
Schumann-Heink 
Joe Koestner 
*Erwin-Wasey 
EDNA WALLACE 
HOPPER 
2:15 Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Romance of Helen 
Trent’ 
Virgina Clark 
Lester Tremayne 
Marie Nelson 
Alice Hill 
Sundra Love 
Gene McMillen 
Jack Doty 
Hazel Dopheide 
*Blackett 
HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
7:30-Tu-WJIZ 
Edgar A. Guest 
Jos Koestner’s Ore 
Charles Sears 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
*C. D. Frey 
HUDSON MOTOR 
8 :30-M-WABC 
Kate Smith 
3 Ambassadors 
Jack Miller Ore 
*Brooke-Smtth 
HUMPHREY’S 
(Medicine) 
10:30 a. m.-S-M-W 
F-WEAF 
Peter de Rose 
May Singhi Breen 
Bob Emery 





JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJZ 
Walter Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su-WEAF 

Tony Wons 

Loretta Poynton 

Hazel Dopheide 

Emery Darcy 

Ginna Vanno 

Ronnie & Van 

Anne Campbell 

*Needham 


KOLYNOS 


7:15-Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos. Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 


KRAFT-PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 


P Whiteman Ore 
Peggy Healy 
Jack Fulton 
Yvonne Gall 
Helen Jepson 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 


LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 


Wayne King 
*Stack-Goble 


LEHN & FINK 
(Lysol) 
10-Su-WEAF 
‘Hall of Fame’ 

Walt Disney 
Lennen & M 


LIBBY McNEILL 
5-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Adventure Hour 
Albert Brown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Jesse Pugh 
Karl Way 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LIGGETT 
& MYERS 
9-M-W-S-WABO 
(Monday) 
Rosa Ponselle 
(Wednesday) 
Nino Martini 
(Saturday) 
Grete Stueckgold 
(Throughout) 
A Kostelanetz Ore 
*Newell-Emmett 


LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
2 Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 
WABC 


‘Marie,Little French 
Princess’ 
Ruth Yorke 
James Meighan 
Allyn Joslyn 
*Blackett 
LUDEN 
8:15-F-WJIZ 
Dick Leibert 
Mary Courtlandt 
Robt. Armbuster 
8:45-Sa-WABC 
Mary Courtland 
Robt Armbruster 
Jim Stanley 
Paul Parkes 
Carl Mathieu 
Walter Scanlon 
*J. M. Mathes 


LUX 
2:30-Su-WJZ 
Walter Connolly 
‘Goose Hangs High’ 
Eric Linden 
Frances Starr 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LUXOR 
3-Su-WEAF 
‘Sally of Talkies’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
*Lord & Thomas 


J. W. MARROW 
(Oil Shampoo) 
1:45-W-WABC 
Mary Lee 


Cadets Male 4 
*Placed direct 
MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-WABC 
(True Story) 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Johnson’s Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Weaver 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 
8:30-Th-WABC 
(Liberty) 
Edwin C. Hill 
Edward Nell 
Fulton Oursler 
Arnold Johnson Orc 
Allyn B. McIntire 
*Erwin-Wasey 
MALTEX 
1-Su-WEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Leonard Joy Ore 
*Sam C. Croot 
MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
Don Marlo Alvarez 
Harry Jackson 
*Cramer Kasselt 
MET. LIFE CO. 


DR. MILES 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJIZ 

WLS Barn Dance 

Ridge Runners 

Uncle Ezra 

Lulu Belle 

Maple City 4 


7:45-M-W-F- WEAF 


‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radlo 
Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 


Cliff! Soubier 
Carleton Guy 
Nora Cunneen 
*Wade 
MOLLE 
10-F-WJIZ 
7:30-Th-WEAF 
Al Bernard 
Paul Dumont 
Theo. Carle 
Mario Cozzi 
Milt Rettenberg Ore 
*Stack-Goble 


BENJ. MOORE 
(Paints) 
11:30 a. m.-W- 
WABC 
Betty Moore 
Lew White 

*Direct 


JOHN C. 
MORRELL 
2:15-Su-WJIZ 
(Dog Food) 
‘Dog Chats’ 
Dog Chats 
*Henri, H. & McD. 


MUELLER C. 


10:15 a. m. Daily 
Ex. Sa-Su-WABC 
‘Bill & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 
Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 


NATIONAL 

BISCUIT CO, 

10:30-Sa-WEAF 
Kel Murray Orc 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Benny Goodman Or 
Phil Duey 
Frank Luther 
Carmen Castillia 
Connie Gates 
Helen Ward 
Louis Alvarez 
*McCann-Erick 


N. Y. MILK 
BUREAU 


5:45-Tu-Th-F-8S- 
WABC 


‘Robinson Crusoe,Jr. 
Lester Jay 

Tony Gillman 
Junior O’Day 
Arthur Bruce 

Cal Tinney 

Billy Mauch 

Bobby Mauch 

Jean Sothern 

*N. W. Ayer 


NORSEC 
(Toothpaste) 


12:30-M-W-F- 
WABC 


W Butterworth 
Milton Rettenberg 
Lou Raderman 
Lucien Schmidt 
*Stack-Goble 


NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 


8-M-WJIZ 
Jan Garber 
*Hays McFarland 
PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WJIZ 
‘Death Vall'y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
*McC.Erick 
PACKARD 
8:30-Tu-WJIZ 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wilfred Pelletier 
*Young & R 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily Ex Sat Snun- 
WIZ 


Amos ‘n’' Andy 
PINEX CO. 
1:30 Su-W-F-WABC 
Little Jack Little 
*Russell M. Seeds 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 

Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
*Blow 
PILLSBURY 
10:30-Daily-WJIZ 
‘Today’s Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11 a.m.-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 
PLOUGH, INC. 
10-W-WEAF 
Guy Lombardo 
Pat Barnes 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
PINAUD 
6-Sa-WABC 
Arthur Murray 
Earl Oxford 
Leith Stevens 


*Blaker 
PREMIER PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 


Ben Bernie 
*Matteson-F-J 


P’CT’R & G’MBLE 
1:30 Dally Ex. Sa- 


Su-WJZ 

2:45 Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WEAF 
(Crisco) 

‘Vic & Sade’ 

Art Van Harvey 

Billy Idelson 


Bernadine Flynn 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 

‘The Gibson Fam’ 

Conrad Thibault 

Jack & L Clemens 





6:45-Daily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley | 
*Direct 


Lois Bennett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
*Blackman 


te ae ~~ Cy . - >) if 


LAB'S 





8-Daily Except 
Sa & Su-WEAF 
(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 
RALSTON 
10:15-W-WdZ 
Madame Sylvia 
*Gardner 


RCA RADIOTRON 
9-Sa-WJIZ 
John B. Kennedy 
Frank Black Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


REAL SILK 
9-Sa-WJIZ 
Chas. Previn Orch 

Olga Albani 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 

Phil Porterfield 


Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 


R. J. REYNOLDS 


(Camel Cigarets) 
10-Tu-WABC 
9-Th-WABC 

Casa Loma Band 

Walter O'Keefe 

Annette Hanshaw 

Alice Frost 

Jack O'Keefe 

Louis Sorin 

Kay Renwick 

Kerny Sargent 

Pee Wee Hunt 

*Wm. Esty 


ROQUEFORT 
ASSOCIATION 
1:30-M-Th-WABC 
Bob White 
Don Ameche 
Ed Vito 
*Morris, W. & B. 


SILVER DUST 
7:30-M-W-F- WABC 
‘The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jimmy Tansey 
Aee McAlister 
Jack Rubin 
Jane West 
*B., B.. D. & O. 


SINCLAIR 

9-M-WJIZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 


SMITH BROS, 
9-Sa-WEAF 
Rose Bampton 
Scrappy Lambert 
Billy Hillpot 
Nat Shilkret Orc 
*Homman, T. & F. 


SOCONY VACUUM 
7-Sa-W ABC 
‘Soconyland 
Sketches’ 
Webster 
A. P. Kaye 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabel Winlocke 
Robert Strauss 
Edith Spencer 
John Milton 
Ruth Russell 
William Stickles Or 
*J. S. Getchell 


SPARTON 
6:15-Su-WJZ 
Jolly Coburn 
*Erwin Wasey 
SPERATT 
(Dog Foods) 
6:45-Su-WJZ 
A Payson Terhune 
*Paris & Peart 
STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su-WEAF 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
Opera Tabloida 
‘Hansel & Grete® 
Queena Mario 
Editha Fleisher 
8-W-WEAE 
(Royal Gelatine) 
Mary Pickford with 
Stock Co. 
*‘Trigger’ 
Gale Gordon 
Theodore Osbora 
Crawford Kent 
James Eagles 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 
7:30-Su-WJIZ 
Joe Penner 
Stefanni Diamond 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
STANDARD OIL 
OF NEW JERSEY 
10:30-F-WABO 
‘The O'Flynn’ 
Viola Philo 
Milton Watson 
Ray Collins 
Lucille Wall 
Leigh Lovell 
Jack Smart 
John Gregg 
Nat Shilkret Oreh 
*McCann-Erick 
STERLING PROD. 
8-Tu-W ABC 
(Bayer's Aspirin) 
Frank Munn 
Hazel Glenn 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 
Virginia Rea 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
9-F-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
Vivienne Segal 
8:30-Tu-WABC 
Abe Lyman 
Vivienne Segal 
Oliver Smith 
6:15-Daily Ex. S8a- 
Su-WABC 
‘Skippy’ 
Franklin Adams, Jr 
Francis Smith 
Ray Appleby, Dir. 
*Blackett 
STUDEBAKER 
9:30-Sa-W ABC 
8-M-WEAF 
Richard Himber 


foey Nash CHAS. WAKNER 
*Roche-W-C (Sloan's Linament) 
SUN OIL 9-W-WIZ 
6:45-Daily Except Warden Lawes in 
Sa-Su-WdZ 20,000 yrs, Sing 
Lowell Thomas Sing’ 
*Roche-Williams (Vince) 


9:30-W-WJIZ 


SWIFT John Chas, Thomas 
8-Sa-WEAF *Cecil, W. C. 
Sigmund Romberg , ns " 
Wm. Lyon Phelps WASEY PROD'CTS 
*J. Walt Thompson 8:15-M-W-F- 

: WABC 
TASTYEAST Edwin Cc. Hill 


12-Su-WJZ 
Sam Hearn 
Johnny Blue Orch 
Betty Jane 


12-Daily Ex. Sa-Sua- 
WABC 


6:45-Su-WABC 
Voice of Experience 


Geo. Beuchler *Erwin Wasey 

Alice Frost 

Larry Grant G. WASHINGTON 

Peggy Flynn (Coffee) 

*Stack-Goble 4-Su-WJZ 
TEXAS CO. ‘Adventures of Sher- 


lock Holmes’ 
Louis Hector 
Leigh Lovel 
Joseph Bell 
*Cecil, W. C. 

R. L. WATKINS 

9-Sa-WEAF 

Pierre Le Kreeun 
Raquel de Carlay 
Jerome Mann 
Men About Town 


9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


TIME 
9-F-WABC 
Arthur Pryor Jr Dir 

‘March of Time’ 
Howard Barlow Orc 
*B., B. D. & OA. 


Andy Sannella Orc 
TYPEWRITER *Blackett 
EDUC, RESEARCH WELCH 
7:45-Su-WABC (Grape Juice) 
Mrs, F. PD. Roosev’lt 8-F-WJIZ 
3. B. & O. Irene Rich 
UNION CENTRAL | *Kastor 
(Insurance) WESTCLOX 


5-Su-WJZ 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Helen Claire 
Reed Brown, Jr, 
John Griggs 


4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 

Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 


Gus Smith *B. B. D. & O. 
Wright Kramer WHEATENA 
. a 6:45-Daily except 
om arr Sa-Su-WEAF 


Jcve Curtin 

E.lward Jerome 

Jack Roslugh 

Morgan Farley 

Porter Hall 

Guy Bates Post 

FErwyn Mutch 

*J. Walt. Thompson 
UNITED DRUG 

4-Su-WEAF 

Rhythm Symphony 

DeWolfe Hopper 

*Street & Finney 


U. 8S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 


9:30-F-WEAF 


Dramatic Serial 
Billy Batchelor’ 
Ray Knight 
Janet Freeman 
Bobby Jordan 
Emily Vass 
Maurice Ellis 
Clarence Straight 
*McKee-Albright 
WOODBURY 
9-Tu-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Pinky Tomlin 
Marian Mansfield 
Georgie Stoll Ore 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 


‘One Night Stands’| ‘Dangerous Para- 
Pic Malone dise 
Elsie Hitz 


Pat Padgett 
Josef Bonime 
*McC.-Erick. 


VICK 


Nick Dawson 
*Lennen & M. 


WM. WRIGLEY 


7:15-M-W-F-WJZ 7-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Willard Robison Or], Su-WABC — 
*Cecil, W. C. a . anes 
yrtie a 
5-Su-WABC : 
Freddy Martin Ore Donna Damerel 


6:45- Th-F-S-WABC 
Margeret Brainard 
Connie Gates 
Jerry Cooper 
4:30-Su-WEAF 
Harry Reser 
Ray Heatherton 
Peg La Centra 
*Frances Hooper 
WYETH 
2:30-Su-WABC 
(Hill's Nose Drons) 
‘Hammerstein’s Mu- 
sic Hall of the Air’ 
Ted Hammerstein 
*Blackett-S-H 


Alice O’Connell 
Russell Gohring 
Madge Marley 
Elmer Feldkamp 
Terry Shand 
*Young & R. 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
5:45-Daily-WJZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 


New Business 


(Continued from page 38) 


nouncements per day for two weeks. 
KTUL. }. 

Philtower Man’s Shop, 
nouncements, KTUL. : 

Gibson Company, distributor 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana 
products, 52 Fun Fest platters. 
KTUL. 

Coca Cola Bottling Company, 16 
foreign hockey games in Southern 
League. KTUL. 

Midwest Chevrolet Corporation, lo- 
cal hockey games. KTUL, 

United Motors, one 15-minute pro- 











52 an- 


gram weekly, to run_ indefinitely. 
KTUL. 
National Mate Company, three 


15-minute programs weekly, for one 
year. KTUL. 

Seekatz and @. Moore Optical Oa, 
three announcements per day for 
two weeks. KTUL. 

Walk-Over Boot Shop, W2 an- 
nouncements. KTUL. 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 

Dunn’s Laundry, 15 minute pro- 
gram daily for one month, Placed 
locally. WSJS. 

Mear’s Jewelry Store, two spot an- 
nouncements daily for one month. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Spear’s Jewelry Store, three spot 
announcements each week for one 
month. Placed locally. WSJS. 

Pluto Water, five minute electrical 
transcription four times each week. 
World Broadcasting System. WSJS. 

Silver’s, renewed 30 minute Thurs- 
day program for three months and 
Signed up new series of 30 minutes 
each Tuesday with Frank Cranford, 


piano; Helen Bagby, soprano, and 
Caldwell Cline, violin. Placed lo- 
cally. WSJS. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Old Gold Cigarettes, Navy boxing, 


Dec. 14, Mat McMann announcing 
over KTAB, San Francisco. Placed 
direct. 


Langendorf Bakery, quarter-hour 
nightly, wax. Placed direct. KROW, 
Oakland, Calif. 

General Mills, half-hour weekly, 
renewal. KGO, San Francisco. 

Putinize, twice weekly, Anne War- 
ner’s ‘Chats with Neighbors’. War- 
ner Clifton Agency. KGO, San 
Francisco. 


gridiron official. 
embrace general sports resume, in- 
cluding scholastic sports, generally 


cial 
interviewing Ted Husing, here for 
a dinner tendered Syracuse Univer- 
sity’s football squad by downtown 
business men. 


Roche, Williams & Cunnigham, 
KGO, San Francisco. 

Vapexr, spot announcements Mone- 
day, Wednesday, Friday, Jan. 2 to 
Feb. 27. Small, Kleppner and Siefer 
Agency. KGO, San Francisco. 

Tillamook Cheese, renewal, 13 


weeks on Women’s Magazine of Air. 
Placed by Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner. KPO, San Francisco. 

Pioneer Cannery, Women’s Maga- 
zine of the Air, 13 weeks. Placed by 
toy Campbell Agency, Seattle. KPO, 
San Francisco. 


DENVER 
Right Spot Inn, 15 announce- 
ments. KFEL, 
Lakewood Grange Hall, four 15- 
minute programs, KFEL. 


Ray's Cafe, five announcements, 
KFEL. 

Channing's Restaurant, five an- 
nouncements. KFEL. 

Singer's Casino, five announce< 
ments. KFEL. 

Mystic Tailors, five announce- 
ments. KFEL. 

Shanghai Tea Room, one an- 
nouncement daily, one month, 
KFEL, 


May Co., 500 run of schedule an- 
nouncements. KFEL. 

Denver Dry Goods Co., 500 run of 
schedule announcements. KFEL. 

Sears Roebuck Co., two announce- 
ments. KEEL. 

Brinkley Hospital, 
programs. KFEL. 

U. S. Drug & Sales Co., 250 run of 
schedule announcements. KFEL. 

Certified Mineral Crystals, three 


13 half-hour 


15-minute transcriptions weekly, 
KFEL. 

Union Pacific Stages and South- 
western Greyhound Lines, 500 run 
of schedule announcements. KFEL. 


Zerbst Capsules and Ulypto Cough 
Medicine, one announcement daily, 
four months. KFEL. 

Hotet Baltimore, Kansas City, 
announcements. KFEL. 

Tit'l Deisel Engine Corp., three 
time announcements each evening, 
one month. KLZ. 

Colo-Toms, 26 
KLZ. 

Joe Alperts, four 
daily, three months, KLZ. 

Kortz Jewelry Co., three an- 
nouncements daily, one month. KLZ, 

Dwarfies Corp., 15-minute  pro- 
gram daily, three months: KLZ. 

B. K. Sweeney Co., six announce= 
ments daily, six months. KLZ. 
Modern Beauty Salon, 26 
nouncements, KLZ. 
Gurse Fuel Co., 2 

KLZ, 
Standard Bottling Co., 13 half-hour 


50 


announcements, 


announcements 


ane- 


announcements, 


programs. KLZ, 

Coleman Lamps, 39 announce- 
ments. KLZ. 

Studebaker, 22 announcements. 
KLZ., 


American Typewriter Exchange, 


26 announcements. KLZ. 
Cottrell Clo. Co., 26 announce- 
ments. KLZ. 


Hoppers Furs, 26 announcements, 
KLZ. 

Feltman Curme, three announce« 
ments daily, three months, KLZ. 
Sears-Roebuck Co., 13 quartere 
hour programs by remote control 
from store. KLZ. 

Joslin Dry Goods Co., 13 announcee 
ments. KLZ. 

Republic Drug Co., 50 announcee 
ments. KLZ. 

Colorado Housewives Bu ying 
Campaign, 13 five-minute and six 
quarter-hour spots. KLZ. 

Golden Eagle Dry Goods C0. 
three quarter-hour programs week- 
ly, six months. KLZ. 

Safeway Stores, three quarter- 
hours a week, six months. KLZ. 
Hallack & Howard Lumber Co., 40 
one-minute announcements. Mona- 
han Adv, Agency. KOA, 

Colfax Drive-In Public Market 10 
one-minute announcements. KOA, 
Daniel & Fisher Stores, four time 
signal- announcements daily, four 
months. KOA, 

Pyramid Petroleum Co., 26 
minute announcements. KOA, 
Victor American Fiiel, one tem- 
perature service announcement 
daily, 10 weeks. KOA, 

Cottrell Clothing Co., eight one« 
minute announcements. KOA. 
Denver Dry Goods Co., 10 one- 
minute announcements, KOA. 
Welsh Grape Juice, 32 one-min- 


one- 


ute announcements. KOA. 
Woodley-Elliott Co., one daily 
temperature report, one year. KOA, 





Local Sports Interviews 


Syracuse, Dec. 17. 


Utilizing the sports background of 
Leo Bolley, newcomer to its an- 
nouncing staff, WFBL will make 
‘Sports Parade’ a twice weekly fea- 
ture, on. Wednesday and Sunday 
nights, 


Bolley, who came to WFBL from 
Elmira’s WESG, played college 
football and baseball as well as 
pro football, and is a registered 
New program will 


passed up, and local sports inter- 


views, 


New series will start with a spe- 
program tonight (17). Bolley 


WFBL is standing 








Studebaker Sales, daily one-min- 
ute spots, Dec. 11 to 22. Placed by 


half of the $200 Husing will get for 
his personal appearance, 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY BAND 
Sustaining 
30 Mins. 
WABC, New York 

Apparently the new era in east- 
ern college bands is being paced by 
Harvard. It’s been a long time 
coming but now seems definitely 
here, and either those Big Ten out- 
fits or Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
may be responsible. The spur, how- 
ever, is probably a cross between 
both. Waring has been glee-club- 
bing those collegiate medleys on air 
and stage for some years, and out 
in the Conference, Illinois has been 
expertly rendering worthy under- 
graduate orchestrations fer so long 
that it is generally recognized as 
the prize instrumental group among 


the universities. So much so that 
those radio gridiron announcers 
who ignore the Illini instrumental- 
ists between halves, in favor of 
their personally conceived intermis- 
sion novelties, give their audience 
the worst of it. 

Granting this midwest leadership, 
it is worth mentioning that the po- 
sition is finally being challenged, 
and not so faintly, by Harvard. 
Yale probably can toss in a few 
conclusions for its own band. Didn’t 
the Elis play a date for Loew in 
New York and unveil a_ bagpiper 
this fall? But the Yale musicians 
marched into Palmer stadium last 
November taking themselves seri- 
ously enough to blare that fact by 
playing well conceived interpreta- 
tions of tunes which had absolutely 
nothing to do with the day’s mati- 
nee. Indeed, it’s easy to note the 
undergraduate bands which fancy 
themselves these days. Do _ they 
march on the field tooting defiance 
via songs which have echoed within 
college walls for half a century? 
Do they rally the cheering section 
between halves with honored melo- 
dies which may also seep into the 
dressing-room of the team? Verily, 
the bands now come in through the 
field portal on the wings of ‘Sweetie 
Pie,’ and in that half circle between 
halves are just as apt to offer ‘Pop 


Goes Your Heart’—so that the 
home team right-end, groggy on 


the rubbing table, can be heard to 
mumble, ‘I’m going to ask that left 
tackle for a dance next quarter.’ 
The band boys are playing with 
one eye on the leader and the other 
up in the stands looking for some- 
body from a network. 


All of which is taking the long 
Way ’round to say that this Har- 
vard bunch manages to predomi- 
nate while musically staying within 
the collegiate backyard, and for 
which they deserve due credit. The 
Crimson trotted out around 70 men 
behind a drum-major this year and 
it is presumed that as many were 
in on this Saturday afternoon 
broadcast. Helping no little was the 
pace making of Johnny Green, who 
attended the Cambridge school, and 
who, of course, therefore, knew 
What he was trying to say and said 
it very well. 


As far as the reviewer is con- 
cerned, he bumped into the program 
catch-as-catch-can in a downtown- 
bound taxi. He neither heard the 
start nor the finish of the session, 
but the park seemed particularly 
pleasant to the strains of ‘Far 
Above Cayuga’s Waters’ and ‘Har- 
vardania,’ while ‘On Brave Old 
Army Team’ gave 59th street south 
something it doesn’t always pos- 
sess. In fact, the only licking the 
program took was from the trolley 
cars. Going crosstown accompanied 
by Harvard’s paraphrase of ‘Win- 
tergreen for President’ was also no 
hardship, and wouldn’t that be the 
One time a cab would catch every 
green light? 

This Harvard group is not just so 
much brass blasting away. They're 
as adept in a studio as a stadium. 
More so, of course, because the 
niceties of orchestration, instru- 
mentation and voice are more 
clearly defined. They sing, and 
without any apology needed. 


As far as heard it was an all- 
collegiate half hour which could 
stand an evening playback. An idea 
might be to grab these Illinois and 
Harvard bands for a combined 
broadcast. On a memory basis 
there's not so much to choose be- 
tween the two and both are capable 
of turning in an interesting 30 min- 
utes. Hunch would be to alternate 
them for an hour as the best in 
their respective sections. That 
should be an inviting prospect for 


almost any ear, and let Johnny 
Green handle it. 
Down south some schools have 


bands they like to talk about. But 
they’ve a tendency to be unorthodox 
in primarily being concerned with 
Biving imitations of dance orches- 
tras, There are other examples of 
the commercially minded college 
bands stretching beyond the limits 
for which suited. A cry for de- 
emphasis probably won’t go up un- 
til NBC and CBS become the ‘letter’ 
broadcasts and Navy marches in 
to ‘Lost in A Fog.’ 


So shed a tear for the old grad 
who is back for the big game, has 
had a couple of drinks and wants 
to sing what he sang when he 
could sing. According to the new 


era, he’ll sing what’s No. 1 on the | 


air, or just cheer. 





MORTON DOWNEY 
Guy Bates Post, Ray Sinatra's 
Orchestra 

30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Guy Bates Post has turned doctor. 
Actor in the script is represented 
as having visited the Carlsbad spa 
on more than one occasion and now 
ready to tell the world about it. He 
comes on frequently to tell the mar- 
vels of the waters, and sometimes 


even breaks into whimsy so pow- 
erful is the remedy’s appeal. 
His deep cultivated voice is in 


direct contrast to Morton Downey's 
high-pitched tones. ‘Wabash Moon’ 
is still the latter’s themer. ‘Dear 
Little Boy of Mine’ was the plain- 
tive song which caused Post to read 
an A. A. Milne poem in the midst 
of this musical cure. 

Ray Sinatra’s music is good but 
not distinguished. His best offer- 
arrangement of 


ing was a bolero 

‘Wonder Bar.’ None of the new 
hits played by the band. Carlsbad 
gets most of the attention here, 


thanks to Post’s concentrated plug- 
ging. Post is a fine voice for radio 
but this script slops over badly on 
commercial copy. Post is a star, not 
a brick-layer, but his trowel work 
is a lot better than the copy. 

This is the Kiesewetter program 
that changed program 100% in the 
midst of a 13-week contract, In 
Downey, of course, Carlsbad has a 
radio headliner of reputation. Dow- 
ney was one of the tops not long 
ago and still commands attention 
and dough. He and Post are the 
makings of a fine combination. 


HUMPHREY’S HOUSEHOLD 

CIRCLE 
With May Breen, 

Bob Emery 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

Patience has its rewards; Breen 
and De Rose are now working on 
a commercial after doing a morn- 
ing sustainer over the NBC red loop 
since the memory of the average 
listener runneth not to the con- 
trary. The singing ukulele lady 
and the piano-composer air their 
smooth, polite brand of vocal 
harmony and instrumental special- 
ties on a four-times weekly swing 
for Humphrey's Remedies. Bob 
Emery, ‘the Household Counselor,’ 
m.c.’s the program. It rides the 
waves a half hour later than the 
time at which the team’s music 
floated out on the sustainer. 

Breen and De Rose showed to 
better advantage on the non-spon- 
sored than they do on this com- 
mercial—at least their ‘fans’ prob- 
ably will think so. Here the duo’s 
act is cut up, in order to permit 
Emery to recite poetry and to spiel 
for Humphrey’s Remedies (ditto 
the announcer on the advertising). 
Furthermore, the number-announc- 
ing assignment has been taken 
from Miss Breen, for no good rea- 
son, and handed to Emery. This 
erases, or blurs, the intimate, per- 
sonal touch which has trademarked 
the twosome’s work on the air. 

Sponsor would do well to give 
Breen and De Rose the straight- 
away for their turn, alloting a sep- 
arate reciting, counseling. At the 
same time, the number of plugs 
should be reduced and the practice 
of having Emery follow the an- 
nouncer, and vice versa, with ad- 
vertising, should be dropped. It’s 
pediculous. Tandem spieling makes 
for confusion; there are too many 
voices cutting in too frequently on 
a stanza which runs only 15 
minutes. 

De Rose’s position as a composer 
might be stressed to the program's 
benefit. 

Copy of tre poem (of popular 
genre) recited by Emery is offered 
free. A booklet which, it is stated, 
will help the listener to identify, 
from symptoms, various common 
ailments, and the Humphrey’s med- 
icine to be used in treatment there- 
for, is spieled as obtainable at drug 
stores. 

Program 
changed. 


Peter De Rose, 





should be 
Jaco, 


lay-out 





RADIO PLAYBOX 
Children’s Program 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
CKCL, Toronto 

Marks the only kid program on 
the Canadian ether in which the 
usual serial form has been aban- 
doned for complete dramatizations. 
Aimed at youngsters, ‘Playbox’ 
series brings the characters of the 
fairy-tale classics into the living 
room or nursery for the early-to- 
beds and will : ave no trouble with 
mothers or women’s clubs. 

Direction is by Phylis Grant, 
active in children’s theatre work. 
She also writes the scripts. Uses 
a cast of fifteen child-actors pro- 
fessionally trained. Non-amateur- 
ish performance evident when pro- 
fram caught. Kids have clear dic- 
tion, seem to be well coached in 
pitch and emphasis, sound natural 
and pick up cues much quicker than 
is expected from youngsters of 6-12 
years. 

Finish 
the kid 
the next in the series. 
program has strong commercial 
possibilities. Series will include 
such faves as ‘Cinderella,’ ‘Hansel 
and Gretel,’ ‘Jack and the Bean- 
stalk,’ ‘Sleeping Beauty,’ etc. 

McStey. 


is clever enough to have 
listeners anxious to hear 
Station feels 





VICTOR MOORE and WILLIAM 
GAXTON 

Comedy Team 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Gaxton already in the files, but 
this Hall of Fame date is the first 
time for Victor Moore to go on rec- 
ord as an air entertainer. 

‘Mr. Robinson, of Louisville,’ was 
the story on which the two played 
back and forth. Not too hot, either. 
Moore's retarded speech and his 
shy utterances given ample play. 
but situations not really soko enough 
for the spontaneous reaction he so 
easily obtains on the stage. Both 
click, however, and appear like nat- 
ural air bets, though their script 
must be up to snuff. Grace Hayes 
filled in with a femme role. She 
also sang ‘Two Cigarets in the 
Dark.” Al Goodman’s sprightly con- 
ception of ‘You're the Top’ from the 
Cole Porter show, was excellent. 

Didn't quite come off as entertain- 
ment. Script was farcical and syn- 
thetic. 


FUN FESTERS 

With Dave Williams, Howard An- 
derson, Paige Ziegler and Conrad 
Rice 

Personality burlesque 


30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WDGY, St. Paul-Minneapolis 
Here's a stanza brimming over 

with good, clever, clean fun. Pro- 


gram, started a year ago by Arthur 
and Harold Sincock, George Curtis 
and Conrad Rice, recently changed 
its personnel when Harold Sincock 
quit to join up with WCCO's Triple 
Threat vocal trio. 

Present line-up is equally expert, 
however, the boys trotting out Ne- 
gro, Swedish, British, Jewish, Ger- 
man, French and Italian dialects in 
their travesties on famous historical 
figures and events. Recent tomfool- 
ery has been directed at and about 
George Washington, Paul Revere 
and Daniel Boone, and while it may 
cause history teachers to squirm 
somewhat, in the spirit of fun all 
is forgiven. 

Rice directs, does the continuities 
and announces the program. Stanza 
is a great mail-puller, popular with 
both kids and adults. Sponsor is 
Town Market Furniture Co. of 
Minneapolis, one of the northwest’s 


largest radio advertisers. Program 
airs every Sunday, 1:15-1:45 P.M. 
Raschick. 
NEWCOMER’S IMPRESSION OF 
HARTFORD 
Talk; 5 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 


WDRC, Hartford 

‘A Newcomer’s Impression of 
Hartford’ is the means used by the 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Com- 
pany to break down any resistance 
localites may have against a chain 
organization. Recently opening a 
new super-service station, the 
company sent its manager on a 
rampage around town meeting cit- 
izens and seeing sights. The man- 
ager goes on the air for five min- 
utes four times a week in which 
he gives his impression of the faces 
seen and the things done in his 
wanderings. 

Clever enough to hold down on 
superlatives, the speaker works his 
way into a listener’s feelings when 
he picks out characteristic things 
that are uppermost in a localite’s 
mind. Well handled. but the pro- 
gram yells commercialism without 
being too entertaining. 


JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY 

ORCHESTRA 
Congress Hotel 
Sustaining 
30 Mins. 

WMAQ, Chicago 

After 18 months at the Chicago 
theatre, class house of the midwest, 
Cherniavsky gets himself another 
orchestra and doubles from the the- 
atre to the Joseph Urban room at 
this class Chicago hostelry. For 
Cherniavsky this dance band busi- 
ness is no new angle. Before he 
came to the Chicago theatre he had 
dance bands of ‘sympho-syncopa- 
tion’ in Cincinnati and New Orleans. 

‘Sympho-syncopation’ is Chernia- 
avsky’s original musical twist and 
it’s a twist that should aid him in 
radio. 

His music is alive; it has rhythm, 
swing and tempo. Intricate and 
novel orchestrations but infectious 
both for the ears and the feet. Gold. 


VIENNESE PROGRAM 
With Josef Hornik 
Orchestra 
30 Minutes 
Sustaining 
KGO, San Francisco 

This program gets three big 
breaks. It’s on a perfect spot, 8 
Pp. m.; it caters to those who like 
light classics at a time when there 
are few light classics being played; 


and it has as director a true Vien- 
nese, Josef Hornik. Hornik knows 
music and orchestration and with 
his accent, broadened it must be as- 
sumed, he turns out a soft, senti- 
mental program that is somewhat 


a relief for jaded listeners. 

Hornik announces his program 
adding nostalgic reminiscences of 
the gay city on the Danube. 

Would seem this program is a 
natural for a beer account. Popp. 


NEWS WITH A KICK 

Lynn Willis and Ed Davies 

5 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WIP, Philadelphia 

Catching the title of this nightly 
news aircast from the sponsor's 
slogan for Londonderry Ale, Willis 
and Davies manage to rattle off 


five minutes worth of headlines at 
breakneck speed. Spielers alter- 
nate in yelling the flashes, occa- 
sionally throwing in one for the 
sake of good old Londonderry. Al- 
though Willis has been doing the 
news shots via WIP on sustaining 


for several moons, Davies is newer 
to the station’s mike, having left 
as Program Director two years ago. 
This is his first air job since, the 
tie-up being MDavies’ connection 
with the client’s agency. 

Choice of news selections on the 
show are passably fair, but contin- 
uity and presentation rank much 
lower. With five such programs 
across the board each week, this 
team should aim at more of an 
intimate style, slightly more wordy 


and with less March of Time em- 
phasis. The way it stands now, 
title of the aircast may seem to 


fact that several 
high-powered but imaginary nub- 
ians, are standing behind each 
broadcaster and administering the 
necessary kick themselves by proxy. 
Gosch. 


originate in the 


CARBORUNDUM BAND 
Arthur Pryor, Guest Conductor 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, N.Y. 

Now in its fourth year. Has had 
the same type of band program 
since its institution, with the com- 
pany’s advertising chief, Francis 
Bowman, writing the copy and do- 
ing the spieling. Originates from 
Hotel Niagara, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

This time selections by Herbert, 
Bizet and Sousa played. Also par- 
ticular compliment paid to the city 
of Los Angeles on the occasion of 
opening Wilshire boulevard straight 
through to Santa Monica. Thus the 
opening tune was ‘California, Here 
I Come’ Copy palaver was all 
about abrasives, including grinding 
wheels and their application to auto 
construction. A regular Saturday 
night program which has kept its 
listeners year after year. 


WANDERING VAGABOND | 
Wolfe Schwangart 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

CKWX, Vancouver, B. C. 

Wandering Vagabond is ex- 
planation in song of how the rest 
of the world live and what the peo- 
ple sing. Idea of program is to 
explain European folk songs. While 
many of his legends originated in 
earlier centuries, many are still 
told and sung by the present-day 
Europeans, while others are among 
the archives. 

Upon leaving Munich University, 
Wolfe Schwangart made a special 
study of folk lore and music. He 
got his information by traveling up 
and down the Danube, mingling 
with the natives and learning their 
languages. His Sunday evening 
programs contain not only descrip- 
tive music of the times, but also 
many revealing facts of the char- 
acteristics and customs of the dif- 
ferent peoples. 





DONALD MCGIBNEY 
News Commentator 
10 Mins. 
WMAQ, Chicago 
COMMERCIAL 
They can’t or won't find anything 
different. McGibney’s local sponsor 
is RCA Victor radio, and the pub- 
lic is likely to think of Boake Car- 
ter and his program on CBS for 
Phileo. Because the public is bound 
to think in just such a manner, this 
type of show is rather a case of 
bad judgment on the part of NBC 
and Victor. 
That’s the 


v 


advertising fumble of 


LET’S DANCE 

Benny Goodman, Xavier Cugat, Kel 
Murray, Phil Duey, Frank Luther, 
Carmen Castillia, Connie Gates, 
Helen Ward, Louis Alvarez 
Three Hours 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

What during the preliminary 
pother had all the earmarks of a 
swell idea and pretentious under- 
taking has simmered down into a 
costly but maladroitly handied at- 
tempt to cash in on the average 
listener's entertainment preferences 
for late Saturday nights. Obviously, 
the program’s underwriter, the Na- 
tional Biscuit Co., and the agency 
concerned, McCann-Erickson, have 
been motivated by the credo that 
as long as it’s three hours of con- 
tinuous entertainment they'll listen, 
regardless of the name value and 
musical level of the bands involved. 
Chances are that the commercial 
will in another two or three weeks 
realize the spuriousness of this 
viewpoint and do some _ drastic 
scrambling. 

Account has already put the copy 
palavering staff through an over- 
hauling. With the third broadcast 
(15) Don Carney was out. Carney, 
who officiates as Uncle Don for the 
kiddie listeners of WOR, Newark, 
tried to impart to this program the 
same overunctuous and yummy- 
yummy style that he uses on the 
youngsters in working up a liking 
for the milk or codliver oil that he 
peddles, but apparently reports must 
have come to the biscut distrib that 
tuner-inners after the third or 
fourth drink took to Uncle Don’s 
bedtime manner with a little too 
much guffaw. Commercial is still 
leaving itself wide open with its 
representation of a sqeaky-voiced 
miss as ‘The Spirit of Priscilla’ and 
two other grown-ups as the spirit 
of John Alden and Miles Standish. 
This resort to personification as a 
means of associating three of the 
company’s cookie brands doesn’t re- 
flect a quite fertile merchandising 
mind. It’s primary stuff. Agencies 
in radio haven’t used it in years. 

Of the three bands picked for the 
Let’s Dance marathon, which calls 
for five hours of continuously al- 
ternate playing. Kel Murray (nee 
Murray Kellner) was first violinist 
for Josef Bonime, musical director 
for the McCann-Erickson agency, 
Benny Goodman can lay claim to 
a hot flute and his connection with 
Columbia Phonograph records, while 
Xaviar Cugat, one of the better tango 
and rumba interpreters, represents 
the only organized unit in the three- 
some. Both Kellner and Goodman 
also are alumni of Richard Himber’s 
orchestra. Plotted against them 
on the Blue (WJZ) and Columbia 
networks are such combos as Casa 
Loma, Hal Kemp, Enric Madriguera, 
Emil Coleman, Freddy Martin, Earl 
Hines, Henry Busse, Claude Hop- 
kins, Ozzie Nelson and Dan Russo, 
From the angle as to where they’re 
more likely to tune in, the compara- 
tive lists speak for themselves, 
Serving to ease things for the Na- 
tional Biscuit setup, at least for the 
time being, is the fact that such 
maestros as Paul Whiteman, Guy 
Lombardo and Ben Bernie are cur- 
rently on theatre tour and without 
the usual Saturday night sustaining 
pickup. 

During the course of each of the 
three-hour spans, assigned to the 
country’s eastern, midwestern and 
farwest zones, the ‘sweet,’ ‘hot’ and 
‘tango’ units are merged to do a 
concert number, with Bonime di- 
recting. This interludes take the 
program out of the tootsie-warm- 
ing class, but it’s quiet likely that 
by this time, if they’re really inter- 
ested in dance music, the switch has 
been made to some other kilocycle 
Warbling on the biscuit show is uni- 
formly good. Odec. 


WLW’s Big Music Dept. 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 

Ed Fitzgerald has been appointed 
arranger in chief of the newly en- 
larged music department of Crosley’s 
WLW and WAAI. He joined the 
Crosley staff six months ago com- 
ing from Boston, where he served 
WBZ and WEEI,. 








this program. Otherwise the show 
can stand up anywhere. McGibney 
delivers 10 minutes of news and 


comment every evening immediate- 
ly following the NBC press radio 
dispatch, which makes it a clever 
tie-in on that point. 

McGibney speaks clearly and con- 
cisely with a sense of sureness that 
makes it convincing over the loud- 
speaker. He rarely takes a stiff at- 
titude on any subject, particularly 
on international politics but com- 
ments deftly on the various colors 
of the picture. McGibney is the 
program’s real asset and only rea- 
son for being. Gold, 


GOING HOLLYWOOD 
Reed Chapman 
15 Minutes 





CJOR, Vancouver, B. C. 
COMMERCIAL 

Reed Chapman, sport broadcaster, 
is on a new program far removed 
from the realm of sport. News from 
Hollywood screen personalities and 
forthcoming productions. Also gives 


listeners inside information: about 
celebs which seldom creeps into 
print. 


Chapman lived in Hollywood for 
10 years and worked at Warner 





Brothers for several years. . 


Scoring instrumentals and vocals 
under his direction are Phil Davis, 
Ken Knott, Joe Brattain, Paul 
Desmond, Cliff Shauffert, Nick 
Augenstein, Lloyd and Frank 
3asham, 





Newspapers Scowl at KFAB 
Lincoln, Dec. 17. 


With the inauguration of the 
Trans Radio news service over 
KFAB early this week, another 


step in the local newspaper-radio 
fight commences. The station plans 
to be on the air for 15-minute 
periods, five times a day. 

Foster May, who’s been the news 
caster for both KFAB and KFAR 
here for nearly a year, will do the 
talking. Expected that the small 
portion of radio publicity which 
finds its way into local dailies at 
present will go to the basket hencee 
forth. 





Dol Brissette’s orchestra being 
aired several times weekly over 
WTAG from Silver Grill of Hotel 





Bancroft, Worcester, 
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WSOC is playing supper music at 
a Charlotte cafeteria. 








Voice of the University of Iowa, 
WSUI, steps into more power under 


from 500 to 1,000 watts, daytime and 
permitting unlimited operation. 
Coincident with stepping up of 
WKBB, East Dubuque, II, from 100 
to 250 watts, announcement has 
been made that the broadcasting 
company, headed by Walter Klauer, 
president, and Reginald Martin, sta- 
tion manager, will probably revamp 
articles of incorporation and spend 
considerable money on its trans- 
mitter south of East Dubuque, and 
on its studios in the Hotel Julien, 
Dubuque. Station was also granted 





determined to have it completely 
assembled by Xmas. 


Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
will air over CBS from WCCO the 
two Friday afternoons of Dec. 28 
and Jan. 4. 


James Ford Bell, General Mills 


Forum of Liberty program Thurs- 
day (20) from WCCO. 

Combined choral groups of St. 
Thomas and St. Catherine's colleges, 
a total of 60 mixed voices, aired for 
NBC’s northwest group via KSTP 
Thursday (13) night. 

KSTP is adding two new studios 
to its present five. Current revamp- 
ing includes installation of two-way 
control consoles. With announcers 
facing each other before suspended 
mikes, the new set-up will permit 





produced, will follow with a seriali- 


zation of ‘Vanity Fair,’ over the 





; New England 


Bellmen, 40-voice Southern New 





GIERSDORF a recent grant by the Federal Com- : England Telephone chorus, sked- N 
munications Commission, going] Chairman of the board, talks on| ging special carol program over Gee tee 
Please pass the bread’ on the WICC Christmas eve. 


‘Your Voice and Song,’ new se- 
ries aimed to educate tuner-inners 
in art of talking and singing dic- 
tion, started on WICC by George 
C. Stock, New Haven composer. 
Jenny Lee of Brookfield, soprano, 
gives examples. 

WI1XBS, Waterbury, Conn., kilo- 
watter, plotting to return to mor- 
ning to midnight schedule within 
a few weeks. Station now starts 
operating at noon. 

Dickens’ Christmas Carol opened 
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the best Dr. Roy L. Smith flying back to | Same station, starting Jan. 7. —— = —— 
“lie ms its a E L L O L. A. after his only northwest radio 
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Russian Kretchma Nightly a construction permit and time ae split-second timing ON | pre-noliday series at WICC, Bridge- KI AND 
} Rahn Mheeetten limits extended to unlimited op-| Voice changes. port. Ross Reeves, Brookfield HIS BANJO 
{ Herman Bernie, 1619 B’way, N. ¥. C. §| cration, the outlet now being on character actor, in charge of pres- | 
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| all state DX program, starting at 12] the Cocoanut Grove, now on a new|‘American Family Robinson’ series. (Dec. 3) } 
H midnight, and continuing until 6] program on CRCV. Kitty Hamilton | Eunice Howard plays ‘Betty’; Ef- RECORDING FOR HIS 4 
ae “ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” [/8.m., when the majority started reg-| and Sunny Richardson are featured|fie Palmer, ‘Ma Robinson’; and MASTER’S VOICE 5 
ie Exclusive Management ular broadcast periods. Stations with him, Frank Butler, ‘Disk Collins.’ Over (BRITISH VICTOR) 
1 a MEYER B. NORTH co-operating furnished from a half Bill Browne, for many years man- | WEEI, Radi 
JOE FLAUM hour to an hour of entertainment] ager of CKMO, is now at CJOR on Sybil Morse and Wm. Kahaka- Phil Ponce on, 
and music in a round robin that’ his own program, Browne's Breve lau, Jr. are rehearsing novelty 
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Here and There 


Greig, Blair ‘& Spight, Inc., have 
been appointed exclusive national 
representatives of station WHEC, 
Rochester. 





Don Forbes, formerly program 
director of CJOR, Vancouver, B. C., 
has joined the announcing staff of 
KHJ, Los Angeles. 


added 
Lil- 
Mon- 
Rose 


WINS, New York, has 
three new acts to its schedule. 
liam Montair, contralto, on 
days and Wednesdays at 2:30; 
Diamond, the accompanist; Hal 
Gould, baritone, on Saturdays at 
3 p.m., and Llewelyn Price, playing 
two piano arrangements. 





A. Benson, WIL, St. Louis; 
Hughes, WHBF, Rock 
and John Gillan, WOW, 


_ = 
James L. 
Island, II1., 











—— 





HERB 


KINGSLEY and 


VICK! 


CHASE 
WABC 


Saturday Nites at Eight 


ROXY REVUE 


Also Opening Roxy Mastbaum, Phil., 
Dec. 24—Doubling 
Arcadia, Phil., Dee. 24 


Special Arrangements and Material 
Exclusively by 


JEAN PAUREL 
Direction, WM. MORRIS 








LEITH 
STEVENS 


CONDUCTOR 


PINAUD PROGRAM 


Every Saturday Evening at 6 P.M. 
WABC 





SPECIAL BROADCAST 
of Leith Stevens Harmonies 
Thursday, Bec. 27th, 8-8:30, WABC 
Exclusive Management Columbia 
Broadcasting System 











TASTYEAST STARRING 


SAM 


HEARN 


Every Sunday at Noon for 30 
Minutes WJZ 
Management ROCKE PRODUCTIONS 

















Jack and :Lor eta 


Clemens 


WEAF 


9:30-10:30 P.M. 
Saturdays 


IVORY SOA 


Direction 
NBC Artist Bureau 
and 
Rocke Productions 








Tommy “Cecil” 


MACK 


ON TOUR 
DE LUXE THEATRES 





Management 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 








| Omaha, 





tripled over to Washington 


from New York last week. 





RCA Victor is 


matinee program over 


.working on a 
NBC. 


Irving Grossman, manager of the 


WHO, Des Moines, artists’ bureau, 
and Al Crosser of the Oklahoma 
Outlaws, are fathers of new 


daughters. 





Al Banks of the commercial de- 
partment, WHO, Des Moines, mar- 
ried to Betty Halliburton. 





Al Triggs, KSO, acting as com- 
mercial manager during Craig 
Lawrence's stay at WMT, Water- 
loo, and Gwen McCleary, head of 
continuity, assisting in the com- 
mercial department. 


Kay Becker new member of the 
continuity department of KSO, Des 
Moines, to pay special attention to 
programs for women. 


Priscilla Wayne, chief sob writer 
for the Register and Tribune, in- 
terviewed Max Baer, but Max 
wouldn't read the right words and 
give the right answers much to the 
embarrassment of Priscilla and 
KSO. 





WBNX, Bronx, to air the Spatari 
radio code on Dec. 23 now from 
2:30 to 6 a.m. Program was first 
scheduled for next week. Canadian 
DX relay, U. S. DX club and the 
Newark News DX group cooperat- 
ing by picking up the messages. 


Jean Boaz, blues singer, returns 
to WLW, Cincinnati, as Jean Bowes. 
Goes on Pure Oil Pepsters, commer- 
cial, alternating with Jeannine 
Macy, a newcomer from WJR, De- 
troit. 





Jane Tressler, young Cincy blues 
singer, whose success on WSAI 
warranted promotion to Crosley’s 
WLW, in hospital recovering from 
appendix jerking. 


Don Gilman, Coast NBC v.p., is in 
Phoenix, Ariz., looking over KTHR, 
the chain’s outlet there. 





O. B. Hanson, NBC chief engi- 
neer on the coast, Is in Denver for 
the opening of the new quarters for 
KOA, 50,000-watt NBC outlet in 
that city. 





Clifton Wood, WTAG, Worcester, 
announcer, is back on job after a 
month in hospital. Bill Williams, 
formerly with WBZ, did pinch cast- 
ing during Wood’s absence. 


Louis Hadad, conductor of the 
‘Bridge Club of the Air’ over WGN, 
Chicago, has been elected president 
of the American Bridge League. 


Douglas Stanbury gets two more 
appearances with Chase & Sanborn 
opera guild. 





Irving Askenazy, the pugilist-poet 
of J. Walter Thompson’s writing 
staff, did the Christmas’ sketch 
which Ben Lyons and Bebe Daniels 
may enact on the Fleischman show 
this Thursday (13). 


Eleanor P. Hurley, G. W. (Johnny) 
Johnstone’s sect, at NBC for over 
five years, has joined him at WOR, 
Newark. 


Hubbell Robinson, of Young & 
Rubicam, was put out of the run- 


ning for a spell last week by an at- 
tack of la grippe. 





Jack Van Volkenburg, gen. mgr. 
of KMOX, St. Louis, in and around 
the CBS home office last week. 


Raymond Northcutt, who used to 
be Wheatenaville’s Santa Cbuas, is 
now Santa-ing for KROW, Oakland. 





Emil Gough, of Hearst’s American 
Radio News, is in San Francisco. 





H. C. Connett, KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, script man, is back from an 
enforced lay-off due to illness. 





a new 
Is 


has 
Al Morris. 


WFBL, Syracuse, 
‘whispering baritone,’ 
his own announcer. 








WEDNESDAY, 4 P.M., 





MARTHA MEARS 


COLGATE HOUSE PARTY, MONDAY, 

ARMOUR, FRIDAY, 9:30 P.M., 

RED NETWORK, WEAF 
SUNDAY, 7 P.M., RED NETWORK, WEAF 

Management NBC-Per Direction Harry Lenetska 


RED NETWORK, WEAF 
NETWORK, WJZ 


9:30 P.M., 
BLUE 








DENTAL ASSN. ON AIR 


Ethics 





and Advertising Obscures 


Issue 
Dubuque, Ia., Dec. 17. 
WKBB ha sustaining program 
at present with members of the 
Dubuque Dental association talking 
over the air on care of the teeth, 


and health in 
the molars. 


preventive medicine, 
general as affected by 
The series, once a week, is presum- 
ably under sponsorship of the 
Dubuque Dental association and an- 
nounced as such. Ethical phases as 
a commercial still In process of be- 
ing ironed out and if oke will go on 
as a regular paid program. As it is 
station has it logged as part of its 
public and community service pro- 
gram. 

Dubuque Dental association, 
sponsors, is composed of some 35 
dentists in the community. Talks 
over WKBB, by variouos members 
of the association, relate in subject 
matter, to topics strictly within the 
bounds of ethics that permits no 
direct advertising, other than the 
urge to care for the oral region and 
the tag of the Dubuque Dental as- 
sociation. 

It is thinly veiled advertising mat- 
ter, but whether it can be commer- 
cialized under the banner of the as- 
sociation remains to be seen. 


Radio Alibis Flop 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


Exact sign-off time of WPEN 
‘S. S. All In Fun’ show proved an 
important link in chain of evidence 
pointing to guilt of hit-and-runner 
who was shot to death recently 
while. resisting arrest on Philly 
bouievard. 

When wife of Hebert Smith, in 
presenting dead husband’s alibi, 
contended that on fateful night at 
9:20 they were both aware of pro- 
gram’s sign-off and were in bed at 
9:30, the time the death occurred. 
This prompted investigation by 
local detective bureau, and checking 
the station’s log sheets, it was dis- 
covered that the show in question 
did not leave the air until 9:56. 
Alibi was thereby discredited. 











This is second reported instance 
of an attempt to use radio as alibi. 





Feed, Speed Herndon 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 

L. C. Herndon, regional super- 
visor through this territory for the 
Federal Communications Commish, 
has been shifted to the Pacific 
Northwest territory with headquar- 
ters in Seattle. Herndon steps Into 
new spot Jan. 1. George Sterling, 
who has for long been Herndon’s 
assistant at Federal office here, as- 
sumes top spot when later leaves. 

Understood that when Herndon 
goes the sector of east-coast ter- 
ritory which has been supervised 
out of Balto, will be narrowed down 
and Federal offices installed in sev- 
eral cities to take over the juris- 
diction in those areas. At present 
everything south of Jersey, in- 
cluding Pennsylvania, forms part of 
the Balto domain, and the terri- 
tory stretches south to South Caro- 
lina. Burden has grown too welghty 
for one office, it is deemed, and 
likely first of year that a Fed rep 
will be installed in Philly, and one 
in a southern town, probably Char- 
lotte, 





WLVA Drops News 


Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 17. 
WLVA here has dropped daily 
newscasts, put on by Nowlin Puck- 
ett, Washington Herald correspond- 
ent. No reason given for the dis- 
continuance. Program apparently 
was designed to scoop local dailies 
on news breaks occurring between 
the time the last edition of the aft- 
ernoon paper went to press and the 

appearance of the morning sheet. 





Lasted about three months. 





Traffic Court on Air 
Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 

Traffic court proceedings hit the 
air today over WSAI, Crosley’s 
2,500-watter, and will continue to be 
broadcast daily for an indef period 
as a means of reducing Cincy’s 
death toll from auto accidents, 
which is one of the highest in the 
nation. 

Court is presided over by Judge 





Samuel W. Bell, who is blind. Joe 
ties, announcer on Crosley’s 
500,000-watt WLW, handles. the 
mike. Blasts are from 9:30 to 10 
a.m, h 





First Liquor Show Okay, 
So KSTP Tries Second 


St. Paul, Dec. 17. 
KSTP, already airing Benz Bou- 
quet, hard likker account, and re- 
ceiving no squawks, has signed its 
second liquor account. It’s called 
‘Haskell’s Punchbowl’ and dispenses 





music and info on ‘what’s behind 
the wine.’ 
‘Haskell’ is the same Bennie 


Haskell who two weeks ago pleaded 
guilty to Federal charges of income 
tax evasion. To be sentenced Dec. 
26. Local radio circles are watch- 
ing for reaction on this angle, feel- 
ing that if no howls are forthcom- 
ing, almost anything should go from 
now on. 

KSTP, however, has signed the 
account for 13 weeks on two 15- 
minute periods, for Monday and 
Thursday airing, with no proviso 
for immediate cancellation, evi- 
dently anticipating no trouble. Only 
restrictions for KSTP liquor pro- 
grams: (1) Must run at least 15 
minutes; (2) Must be dignified in 
character; (3) Must not contain ob- 
jectionable material; (4) Must air 
after 9:30 P. M., as protection to 
the little uns. 





Blues Singers Become 


WOAI She-Hillbillies | 


San Antonio, Dec. 17. 

Newest angle on the hillbilly 
vogue is a two-gal harmony team 
which yodels the rustic ditties for 
WOAI, Team is Zelma and Irene 
Cullom, who have aired for various 
local stations. 

WOAITI spot is team’s first venture 
into hillbilly music, their previous 


stuff embracing hot and blues 
tunes. Program initialed Satur- 
day (14). 





Suds Air in Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 


Brace of big brewery accounts 
debut on ether over WFBR today 
(Monday). Arrow Beer, set for a 
year, has a 30-min, morning pro- 
gram that’s slanting off a new 
angle locally. Tagged ‘Today’s 
Events,’ and _ = subtitled — ‘What’s 
Going on in Balto Today.’ Period 
is sort of civic info fount, announcer 
reading off list of events taking 
place each day and where—such as 
charity bazaars, dinners, etc. Pro- 
gram praneces daily, save Sundays. 
There’s a novelty orck on period, 
and guest stars are brought down 
from N. Y. or from other burgs on 
weekly basis. Tommy McLaugh- 
lin, NBC warbler, is due in today 
to inaug the series of out-of-town 
entertainers. Ray Heatherton slated 
for next week. Account placed by 
Joseph Katz agency. 

Other suds account on WFBR is 
half-hour weekly mystery drama 
program for Gunther Brew. Serial 
is penned by Mrs. Margaret Sanger, 
N. Y. novelist, and the programs, 
originating in studios of WFBR, are 
to be piped over to WRC, Washing- 
ton, and _ carried. The beer is 
peddled in both burgs. Cast enact- 
ing programs recruited here from 
little theatre circles; the serial is 
called ‘Black Moon.” Account set 
by I. A. Goldman, and it is the 
initial live-talent drama series on 
commercial scale ever aired in 
Balto. 





‘Pause That Refreshes 


Title devised by Coca Cola for its 
half-hour Friday night program on 
NBC’s red (WEAF) link starting 
this week (21) is a twist on the 
firm’s slogan. Stanza is being billed 
as ‘The Pause That Refreshes on 
the Air.’ 

A Frank Black studio combo and 
a mixed chorus has the entertain- 
ment assignment. Walter Craig, as 
production man, acts for D’Arcy 
agency. 





RENAULT CHAMPAGNE ON WIP 
Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

Renault Champagne, the Egg 
Harbor (N. J.) winery, which has 
escaped local radio contacts for the 
period of repeal, finally succumbed 
to WIP for two 15-minute musical 
shows weekly, to debut Wednesday 
(19) at 8 p.m. 

Program, using Leo Zollo’s 14- 
piece unit, will air from the Ben 
Franklin hostelry where the band 
disports itself nightly. On the tal- 
ent list is the team of Pat and 
Patty, a song-chatter duo, recently 
discovered by Ben Gimbel. Show is 
said to be a test for air reaction, 
with the client looking for national 
release early next season. 


WJIM, LANSING, SEES 
FIRE FROM WINDOWS 


sansing, Mich., Dec. 17. 


WJIM, Lansing outlet of the 
Michigan Radio network and lo- 
cated opposite the Kern hotel, was 


in a girect position to air details of 
the fire which destroyed that hos- 
telry last week. The conflagration 
started shortly before the station 
opened in the morning, and within 
a few minutes, engineers were tele- 
phoning news bulletins into WXYZ, 
Detroit key station of the web. 
Regular flashes were then carried 
out from there. 

Later in the day, a special broad- 
cast was given in which several 
persons who escaped were inter- 
viewed. Fireman fighting the blaze 
were also brought before the micro- 
phone, for first-hand description. 
Other details of the tragedy were 
carrieg for two days afterwards. 


GEORGE 
BEULER 


BARITONE 


Soloist with Tastyeast Every 
Sunday, 12-12:30 P.M. 
WJZ 


Representative 
ROCKE PRODUCTIONS 


WANTED: 


Experienced Radio Master-of- 
Ceremonies Comedian Capable of 
Ad-Libbing Comedy Material to 
Fit Required Commercials for 
Early Morning Program Now on 
the Air. 


No Novices or Amateurs Wanted 


Apply in Writing, Listing Experience 
BOX 17, VARIETY 
NEW YORK 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


TOURING 
DELUXE THEATRES 


Personal Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 


ormomomo 
fred allen’s 



























































“TOWN HALL...TONIGHT!” 
7s 
HOUR OF SMILES 

re] with 


PORTLAND HOFFA 
JACK SMART 
LIONEL STANDER 
JOHN BROWN 
MINERVA PIOUS 
EILEEN DOUGLAS 
Material by Fred Allen and 
Harry Tugend 
Management, Walter Batchelor 





Wednesdays 





9-10 P.M., E.S.T.—WEAF 


nl 
Ona Or-SIOF-I0 


==LEON= 


BELASCO 


ARMOUR HOUR 
FRIDAY—W4JZ—9:30-10 P.M. 
NIGHTLY, CASINO DE PAREE 
Broadcasting—Coast-to-Coast—CBS 


Direction, HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway. New York 


EMERSON GILL 


‘ie ORCHESTRA 


HIS 
HOTEL WEBSTER HALL 
DETROIT 
MCA DIRECTION 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 


@. B. H. Mais, British Broadcasting System official, has made a book 
(Lippincott, $2.50) of his tour of America in late 1933. At that time 
Mais was sent to the States by the British radio organization for a tour 
of four months. Each week along the route Mais broadcast a report of 





his findings, which was relayed by short wave to London. NBC co- 
operated. 

Book is an amplification of the broadcasts. As light reading it’s di- 
verting. Style is simple with Mais’ perceptive eye and sense of humor 


helping to make it readable. 

Several inside slants are divulged. William Hard laid out Mais’ it- 
inerary from south to north which worked out all wrong as to weather. 
M. H. Aylesworth was full of misinformation about English radio due to 
a member of Parliament's previous bum steers. 

John Royal and Margaret Cuthbert (to whom the book is dedicated) 
were the path-clearers for the British Columbus. Mais wrongly states 
that American radio stars get much bigger salaries than Hollywood film 
stars. 





Mystery Chef, who signs off December 21 on his present twice-weekly 
morning swing over the NBC for the Davis Baking Company after five 
years’ sponsoring by that concern, is building up to a farewell by hints 
to the listening audience that he will be heard on another and bigger, 
program under different auspices. He says that he hopes ‘shortly to 
reach every home in the United States which has a radio; whereas the 
present series of broadcasts go out to ‘only ten or twelve cities’. The 
Mystery Chef expresses, on the air, his appreciation to the Davis Com- 
pany for the pleasant relations which have existed between him and it. 

Unusual for a sponsor to permit an artist to begin air-plugging for 
another program while he is still working under contract; also to have 
attention drawn on each broadcast for a month before the fadeout to 
the exact date of the finale. 

In addition to laying the groundwork for a switch of the ethereal con- 
gregation to his new program, the Mystery Chef is plugging, on the 
Davis Company shot, his recently-published 384-pager, ‘The Mystery 
Chef's Own Cook Book’, 





Marshall Field department store, Chicago, this week goes on WBBM, 
the Columbia station, for the continuation of its morning Musical Clock 
program brought over from KYW now in Philadelphia. 

In order to get the Field account WBBM was forced to cancel the 
Armour company which had the program period each morning. Move 
is destined, according to radio men, to widen the long-standing breach 
between CBS-WBBM and the Lord & Thomas agency which handles 
Armour. CBS and WBBM have for several years been trying to crack 
into Lord & Thomas’ accounts but with little success. WBBM has car- 
ried a couple of Lord & Thomas accounts, principall-- Lavena, but both 
the station and the network believe that the agency gave the business 


WBBM cancellation of a Lord & Thomas show figures as a turn-of-the- 
tables on the part of the station, but indicates that the agency and net- 
work are now farther apart than ever on any possible future business 
dealings. 





Among the press releases mailed to Philadelphia radio scribes last 
week by WCAU was the following subtle jibe in search of a stray lino- 
typer: ‘Paul Douglas, now of the CBS announcing staff in New York, 
visited Philly last week and had lunch with several members of the 
WCALU staff, yet he never comes near the studio. Some of his old friends 
are wondering if the N. Y. announcing has at last reached his head, 
and he is forgetting some of the old fellows who helped him in the 
early days.’ 

The sole local comment on the tale was squibbed by Dot Love, ether 
ed. of the Daily (Phila.) News, who printed: ‘The staff of the station 
which fired Paul Douglas a couple of years ago expresses amazement 
that Paul actually comes to town and doesn’t drop in for a visit. Paul, 
who has made good on the Columbia network, really should drop in and 
thank the boys for getting rid of him—it gave him his big chance.’ 





Recent radio appeal sent out by Maj. Bowes on his WHN amateur 
hour to save the life of Stanley Walker, 12, at New York City hospital 
on Dec. 11 had more than 600 applicants rushing to the spot. Mob 
stormed the hospital right after the message was broadcast. Many came 
with sleeves rolled up ready to undergo the blood test immediately. 

Hospital staff was enraged at the intrusion. The switchboard was 
glutted with incoming calls and with the added excitement in the recep- 
tion hall, pandemonium was let loose. 

Amateur hour was just ready to go on the air, when one of the sick 
boy’s relatives telephoned Maj. Bowes asking if something couldn’t be 
done to save the patient’s life. Numerous cab drivers were among 
those who wanted to submit to the blood transfusion, 





Two new NBC programs were born from air songs, ‘Hurdy Gurdy 
Man’ by Dietz and Schwartz which was in Gibson Family script is name 
of one, to be more or less dramatic in script. Will run a half hour on 
the air. 

‘Around the Marble Arch’, an English marching tune, also supplied 
stimulus for another new half-hour session. Panoramic impressions 
worked in here. Song has been on various B. A. Rolfe programs. 





Arde Bulova, of the watch firm bearing that name, is one of the 
petitioners before the Federal Communications Commission for a 
Brooklyn, N. Y., wavelength. Bulova is financially interested in WNEW, 
New York, although not an official of the station. This is because of 
Milton Biow, president of the station, also handling the Bulova account 
via the Biow ad agency. 





Lincoln newspaper radio columnist, instructed to ignore the local sit- 
uation as much as possible, because of the intense feeling between the 
two advertising mediums, took it out on the KFAB 10th anniversary. 
Press material said the program was to celebrate the rise from 250 to 
5,000 watts. 

‘So watt,’ cracks the columnist. 





Some eyebrow-raising within radio circles over the explanation of 
one of the networks of a promotional brochure issued in October with 
some ballyhoo. Subsequently the stunt boomeranged embarrassingly; 
whereupon the explanation was made that it was privately gotten up 
and published by a network employee and was not an official publication. 





Cecil, Warwick & Cecil advertising agency, in sending out a selection 
ot Grace Moore photographs to newspapers on behalf of the Vick Chem- 
ical program, appends a note telling editors the star is hot copy because 


‘Tarzan’ Clamor Wins; 


Use High School Paper 


Editors in Syracuse (VARIETY PRINTS HEREWITH A LIST OF THE PROGRAMS 
BROADCAST IN NEW YORK CITY BEFORE AUDIENCES. APPROX- 
IMATELY 65,000 FREE DUCATS ARE DISTRIBUTED WEEKLY TO 





| 


Syracuse, Dec. 17. 


Avalanche of protests by tele- 


phone and mail returned ‘Tarzan’ 
to WFBL’s lineup after a week's 
lapse. First day that show was 


dropped, two trunks were required 
to handle the kicks, and there was 
a steady follow-up for the re- 
mainder of the week. Cortland Bak- 
ing Company, of Cortland, N. Y., is 
the sponsor of the broadcasts, now 
spotted three times a week—Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 
§-5:15 p. m, 

New idea to strengthen juvenile 
interest in ‘Tarzan’ brings editors 
of vicinity high school papers be- 
fore the mike at the conclusion of 
each program to spotlight school 
activities. 





Kaltenborn Tells Em 





(Continued from page 37) 
Yankee Network's policy of limiting 
details. 

Radio and newspapers both have 
been too free in their description 
of successful police methods, Kal- 
tenborn said, but for this the police, 
with their desire for widespread 
publicity, are responsible. 

Predicting there will be ‘tremen- 
dous’ pressure for the privilege of 
broadcasting trials of important 
criminal cases, Kaltenborn § said 
judicial authorities soon will be 
confronted with the necessity of 
fixing a policy and must decide 
whether broadcasting will be help- 
ful or harmful, detract from the 
court’s dignity, make judges ,and 
attorneys concentrate on_ radio 
audience instead of on justice, will 
help prevent crime or stimulate an 
unhealthy interest in crime and 
criminals. 

‘I listened carefully to a New 
York Traffic Court broadcast the 
other day and was not impressed 
with its value,’ the broadcaster said. 
‘As a former newspaper reporter 
familiar with procedure in the 
minor courts I recognized that the 
judge was painfully conscious that 
the great world outside was hang- 
ing breathlessly upon his judicial 
words. His ego was rampant, his 
insincerity was manifest, and while 
the attendant publicity probably 
persuaded him to temper justice 
with mercy, there was grave doubt 
in my mind as to the social value 
of the broadcast.’ 

Crime prevention programs ini- 
tiated by a number of stations have 
proved beneficial, Kaltenborn said, 
but the value of such features de- 
pends on the manner in which the 
programs are handlec. 

Remarking that the chief indict- 
ment of radio results from disap- 
proval of crime dramas, Kaltenborn 
noted that no competent study has 
been made into the effect of radio 
drama on children, and concluded 
from personal observation that ‘the 
chief indictment against these 
dramas does not concern their rela- 
tion to crime, but grows out of the 
fact that they are too exciting, 
which is another way of saying that 
when radio presents adventure, 
crime, or mystery, it does too good 
a job.’ 





Pickards in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


Pickard Family, standard hill- 
billy act for many seasons, will 
move from the west this week to 
take a daily series on KYW, Philly. 


Pickards replace another show of 
like nature, the Susquehanna Moun- 
taineers, under the sponsorship of 
Drug Products, Inc. 





Anderson-Cramer Bid 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Dec. 17. 

Revival of the Carter Lake radio 
station is seen in the application of 
Gordon Anderson, Council Bluffs, 
and W. L. Cramer, Kansas City, 
Mo., to the Federal Communications 
commission seeking permission to 
construct a new 100-watt transmit- 
ter at this point. 

To be spotted in Nebraska terri- 
tory to get away from excess facili- 





of her recent motion picture, ‘One Night of Love’. 





ties ban now applicable to Iowa. 








AUDIENCE PROGRAMS 





THESE 80 FREE SHOWS.) 
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Easy Aces’ Lay-Off 


‘Easy Aces,’ who went off Colum- 
bia last Friday night (14), will re- 
turn to a matinee schedule on the 
same web Jan. 7. Interim is being 
spent by Goodman and Jane Ace in 
Florida with salary. 

New spots contracted for the 
script act by Jad Salts are Mon- 
day, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 3:45 to 4 p.m. EST. 


Hillebrand on WHN 


Fred Hillebrand is to m.c. a new 
music show for Michaels’ Bros. over 
WHN, New York. First commercial 
for this former musical comedy 
headliner. 

Program to present elaborated 
versions of pop tunes. Hillebrand 
in for a song now and then besides 
impresario duties. 








Hawaiian Exec Shifts 


Honolulu, Dec. 17. 

Webley Edwards steps up as sta- 
tion manager of KGMB, succeeding 
A. Henley, who will continue his 
importing business. Edwards was 
formerly program manager of KGU, 
another Honolulu station. 

KGMB is Hawaiian outlet of Co- 
lumbia, 


Heller Goes Woof-Woof 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Little Jackie Heller takes on an- 
other commercial on Jan. 14 and one 
in which he will top the billing. 





Will be sponsored by Chappell 
Brothers for its Ken-IL - Ration 
product. 


Will hit once weekly in the eve- 
ning and backed by an orchestra 
directed by Harry Kogen. This 
commercial figured to stall the con- 
templated shift of Heller to New 
York for some time. 


WFBL Gets Permish 
Syracuse, Dec. 17. 

Federal Radio Commission has 
authorized WFBL (CBS) to in- 
crease its daytime power from 
2,500 to 5,000 watts. 

Only slight changes in the sta- 
tion’s equipment in the Onondaga 
hotel studios will be necessary, the 
transmitter being designed for the 
higher wattage. 














Girl P. A.’s Program 
Syracuse, Dec. 17. 

Syracuse’s first—and only—radio 
station p.a., Katherine Cuff, turns 
artist for a new WFBL program, 
‘Radio Press Book,’ heard for the 
first time today. 

Broadcast will be a regular Mon- 
day show at 5:45 p.m, Program 
will spotlight Columbia and local 
radio news. 





Fred Lane has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of the Northern Cal- 
ifornia Broadcasting System. He 
will serve as alternate announcer 
on KJBS, San Francisco, and KQW, 
San Jose. He was formerly with 
KIAC, Hollywood. 





COLUMBIA 


Bond Bread 

Gulf Headliners 
Feen-a-Mint 
Chesterfield 

Bayer Aspirin 
Chevrolet 
Roadways to Romance 
Ford Motor 

Corn Products 

Ex Lax 

Phillips Dental 
Camel 

Bi-So-Dol 

Roxy and His Gang 


NBC 


NBC Music Guild 
Plantation Echoes 
Eno Crime Clues 
Red Davis 

Lanny Ross’ Log Cabin 
20,000 Years in Sing Sing 
Vince 

Molle Show 

Death Valley Days 
Music Appreciation 
Bromo Seltzer 

Radio City Party 
Tastyeast 

Sherlock Holmes 
‘Roses and Drums’ 
American Bosch 
Spratts program 
Sparton Triolians 
Jello 

Bakers program 
General Motors 
Studebaker Champs 
Voice of Firestone 
A. & P. Gypsies 
Colgate House Party 
Philip Morris 

Texaco 

Palmolive Beauty Box 
Phillip Morris repeat 
Fred Allen 
Fleischmann Yeast 
Maxwell House Showboat 
Kraft Music Hall 
Magic of Speech 
Thrills of Tomorrow 
Fox Fur Trappers 
Cities Service 

Waltz Time 

U. S. Tobacco 

Swift Hour 

Smith Brothers 
Gibson Family 

Let’s Dance 
Children’s Hour 
Empire Gold 

Maltex 

Little Miss Bab-O 
Catholic Hour 

Chase & Sanborn 
Manhattan Merry-Go-Round 
Music Album 
Pontiac program 


WOR 


Sugar Cane 
Maverick Jim 

The Amateurs 
Affairs of Roland 
Music Memory Book 
Golden Dawn 

Paul Gulick 

Frank and Flo 
Spotlight Review 
Three B's 
Bamberger Symphony. 
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THANK Yee! Joe PENNER 


FOR THE PRIVILEGE AND OPPORTUNITY 
OF WRITING AND COLLABORATING WITH “rou 
ON YOUR FIRST FIFTY PROGRAMS FOR THE 
BAKERS’ BROADCAST 


PARKE LEVY 
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Featured Soloist WEAF—Coast-to-Coast Network 


SUNDAYS—8 to 9 P.M. EST 


Exclusive Management 
GEORGE E. DILWORTH 
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50 West 77th Street ENdicott 2-3700 
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Hollywood Growing Up 





Getting Cocktail Parties, Just Like Other 
Regular Cities 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Hollywood and Los Angeles are 
beginning to turn sophisticated. 
Post-prohibition desire and liberal 
liquor laws has the Derby and Al 
Levy’s Tavern getting ready to in- 
stall cocktail bars, the first in 
town. Derby will utilize the back 
private room, and Levy is tak- 
ing over the Stanley Rose book 
store next door. 

Opening of a cocktail bar is no 
great event in any community out- 
side of here, where is has beeen im- 
possible to get a drink except in 
bootleg joints for years. Even with 
prohibition repealed, due to local 
laws, it has been impossible to get 
a drink until now. Local snoopers 
and blue laws have held the open 
service of liquor in abeyance until 
everyone had okayed the repeal. 

Due to the scattered business dis- 
tricts of this town, hotels are not 
going strong for the cocktail room 
idea. Biltmore, Ambassador and 
Roosevelt are the only ones taking 
it seriously, but they are the only 
hotels in town with lighted lobbies 
after 10 p. m. P 

Derby and Levy's figure their new 
spots will be popular due to the 
close proximity of the studios and 
Hollywood shopping district, plus 
the added attraction of their picture 
personality patronge. 

Only other section that feels cock- 
tail bars will be popular is the class 
Wilshire shopping district. Down- 
town Los Angeles hasn’t given them 
a second thought, for downtown L. 
A. is strictly a beer drinking local- 
ity. 


Chertok Quits as M-G 
Music Head, May Go to 
WB; Axt East on Radio 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Resignation of Jack Chertok as 
head of Metro’s music department 
is believed to be Wut a forerunner 
of his next move, that of checking 
in at Warners to supervise the 
music on Cosmopolitan pictures. 

Dr. William Axt, Metro musical 
director, has also left the studio 
and leaves next week for the east 
and a possible radio connection. 








Gov. Sponsored Concert 
Opens in No. Carolina 


a 


Washington Dec. 17. 


New federal-state venture in the 
concert field was launched last week 
in North Carolina when the first of 
five symphony concerts was pre- 
sented at Winston-Salem under the 
sponsorship of the N, C. Emergency 
Relief Administration. Federal au- 
thorities are watching the plan with 
deep inter¢ and it is probable 
other states will be urged to take up 
the program. 

Designed as a means of providing 
relief for needy musicians, the plan 
calls for a series of concerts by an 
orchestra of 55 musicians directed 
by Lamar  Strinegfield. Members 
were examined by Stringfield and 
local relief administrators before 
being engaged. Weekly wases vary 
between $15 and $18.50 for musicians 
and $28.85 for the director. 

Orchestra, which includes a little 
Symphony group and a chamber 
music group, has’ performed in 
smaller cities of the state and has 
the backing of North Carolina Uni- 
versity. 

Company includes seven princi- 
Pals, two assistant directors, man- 
ager, two field managers, librarian, 
and five stenographers. 





Kern Ducking 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Dinner and banquet to honor Je- 
rome Kern, originally planned for 
night of Dec. 18 by the western di- 
vision of the Song Writers’ Protec- 
tive Ass’n, has been postponed until 
after the holidays at guest of hon- 
or’s request. Kern did not want the 
function to interfere with holiday 
plans of the tunesmiths. 

Irving Berlin and Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d head the arrangement com- 
mittee. L. Wolfe Gilbert will be 
toastmaster. 





On the Burn 


Tin Pan Alley is now in the 
throes of a ‘fire’ cycle. 

Recent song releases which 
contain the word ‘fire’ include 
‘The Face in the Fireplace’ 
(Shapiro), ‘Where There’s 
Smoke There’s Fire’ (Santly), 
‘The Rainbow in the Flame of 
an Old Log Fire’ (Crawford) 
and ‘In an Old Log Cabin by 
the Fire’ (Santly). 














MPPA Breaks 
With EF. & V. W. 


Over Folios 


—_-—— 


Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation has withdrawn its official 
sanction of the lyric folio publishing 
enterprises of Engel-Van Wiseman, 
Inc. Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation is expected to take similar 
action at the next meeting of its 
executive council. 

MPPA’s move brought to a close 
the controversy over the folio issue 
that has been raging in its ranks the 
past eight months. Ingel-Van 
Wiseman project had been strenu- 
ously opposed on the grounds it had 
failed either to suppress the ped- 
dlers of ‘bootleg’ song sheets or to 
stimulate the sale of sheet music. 
Opposition contended that the offi- 
cially backed folio had not only 
flopped in these two directions, but 
that the flooding of the market with 
millions of E-Van W. nickel folios 
have proved a boomerang to the 
sheet music counters. 

In the eight months that Engel & 
Van Wiseman has been operating 
with the connivance of the MPPA it 
has, according to an accounting 
made to the MPPA last week, pub- 
lished close to 6,000,000 folios. The 
releases have amounted to nine 
issues, with each issue ranging be- 
tween 350,000 and 650,000 copies. 

Engel-Van Wiseman’s intention 
to continue with the folio idea 


by buying the lyric reprint rights 
direct from the individual which 
will bring this firm into bid- 


ding competition with the Dell Pub- 
lishing Co.’s ‘Popular Songs.’ Engel- 
Van Wiseman also publishes a dime 
mag devoted to articles about song 
writing and reprints of non-copy- 
righted melodies. 

At a meeting of the SPA’s council 
recently it was decided to defer 
closing down on the S-VanW folio 
until the latter had turned in an ac- 
counting of its song folio distribu- 
tion, and a committee had reported 
on the advisability of issuing a ban 
against any form of lyric reprinting, 
with this applying to both the 
Engel-Van Wiseman and Dell Pub- 
lishing propositions. 

HER FAN SLIPPED 
Loma Smith Fined for ‘Exposure’ in 
Altoona Pinch 
Altoona, Dec. 18. 

Fan dancers still get pinched in 
Altoona. Loma Smith, Pittsburgh, 
appearing in a local dine and dance 
spot, spent $20.80 on a charge 
worded ‘excess exposure.’ The pro- 
prietor spent $46.60 on charges of 
promoting an indecent show. 

The dancer defended herself by 
telling the police court magistrate, 
‘Your honor, these fans are hard to 
hold anyway and if one of them got 
away from me, could I help it? I 
had on clothing, but it was a special 
kind used by us fan dancers to con- 
vey the impression that it doesn’t 
exist.’ 


Kleenex on Web 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Lord & Thomas agency is ex- 
panding the ‘Story of Mary Mar- 
tin’ for the Kleenex account from a 
WMAQ local to a NBC spread. Will 
hit soon on a noon-hour broadcast 
on the NBC basic, mountain and 
coast wires. 

Decision to spread the show fol- 
lowed a vote on the part of the Hs- 
teners with the returns being far 
above expectations, 





Dreyfus Back 


Max Dreyfus, vet music man and 
head of the international Harms 
music pub enterprises, spent three 
days in his office last week and is 
again at his desk this week. 
Dreyfus was confined to his home 
at Brewster, N. Y, for over three 
months with illness which depu- 
tized all his activities to his staff. 





OMAHA NITERIES 
WAIT ON REPEAL 


Omaha, Dec. 17. 


Three major developments which 
will materially brighten the aura of 
the local nite club situation are set, 
but await action of the state legis- 
lature regarding repeal. State has 
a prohibition law until the new 
year, and legislative commitiee is 
already considering several means 
by which liquor may be legally 








marketed. No one plan is yet fa- 
vored, but committee is heavily 
eyeing the liquor store method 


which would put a ban on any fur- 
ther nite club ventures. 

Chief deal will be that by which 
Ralph D. Goldberg will convert one 
of his two downtown theatres, Town 
and State, into a big-time nitery. 
State has been closed for past sev- 
eral months and Town is operating 
under difficulty, mainly with opera- 
tors’ union. Recent deal between 
Goldberg and Blank took the World 
entirely out of former’s hands. 

Other projects pending include 
the Brandeis Tea Room, atop the 
department store of the same name, 
which closed some six years ago, 
and the Athletic Club Roof Garden, 
for which two outside interests are 
reported angling. Latter deal is 
held up by owners who want to 
lease entire building instead of just 
the roof. All waits on the legisla- 
ture meeting in January. 


Balto Catholic Rey.’s 
Editorial Campaign 
Closes Pansy Club 








Baltimore, Dec. 17. 

An editorial campaign against an 
uptown nitery named The Pansy 
Club in the Baltimore Catholic Re- 
view, church-news weekly printed 
for 3alto and Washington, has 
forced the shrouding of the joint, 
first in this town with floor shows 
composed of female impersonators. 

In an editorial the paper de- 
manded that police shut the spot. 
The billing came down soon after, 
and the title of the club was re- 
moved also. The weekly also de- 
manded that the spot’s liquor li- 
cense be revoked; this was done 
late last week. It was announced 
that current is the last week place 
will exist. 

Raiph Miller is the operator. 





Negro Composer Back 
As Whiteman Soloist 


teginald Foresythe, 
colored composer who went to 
London to make good, arrives in 
New York Dee. 20 to be presented 
by Paul Whiteman as a guest artist 
on Whiteman’s Kraft program. 

Foresythe’s unique compositions, 
oddly titled, are all. being recorded 
by Whteman for Victor. His first, 
‘Serenade for a Wealthy Widow,’ 
was already waxed. Irwin Dash 
publishes Foresythe abroad and 
Robbins Music has the rights in 
America. 


Chi Victor Lab Expands 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Bill Young enlarging RCA Victor 
recording studios here in the Mer- 
chandise Mart. Adding two studios 
plus two new recording sets. 

Has brought in a new engineer 
from the Camden plant and now 
has a staff of four recorders. 


American 








LOPEZ ON REBOUND 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Vincent Lopez band is barnstorm- 
ing east after failing to land berth 
in Universal’s ‘Great Ziegfeld’. 
Band was originally scheduled to 





if the picture job materialized. 


Stores Reject Publi 
Bureau Proposal; 


+ 


Most Played on Air | 


the 








To familiarize rest of 
the country with the tunes 
most on the air around New 
York, the following is the list- 
ing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country neliworks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the number of 
combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ, WABC and WMCA, 


Stay Sweet as You Are 
Continental 

Winter Wonderland 
Santa’s Coming to Town 
Dancing With Shadow 
Object of Affections 
Hands 

Difference Day Made 
Invitation to Dance 
Earful of music 

Be Still My Heart 

June in January 

Out in Cold 

Pop Goes Your Heart 
Follow Secret Heart 
Believe It Beloved 
Night of Love 

Alabama 

Flirtation Walk 

Love Just Around Corner 
P. S—I Love You 

Take Number One to 10 
Where There’s Smoke 
Am 1 to Blame? 

Mr. and Mrs, Is Name 











10,000 NET FOR 
WHITEMAN 
IN MONTL 


Paul Whiteman unit prays a five- 
day stand at the Mount Royal, Mon- 
treal, opening Dec. 28 and staying 
through New Year's. Date calls for 
$10,000 net. 

Booking was handled direct by 
Jack Lavin, Whiteman’s manager. 








shers Shipping 
More Outlets Shut 


Syndicate stores last week flatly 
rejected the publishers’ proposal that 
the former undertake to operate 
their own shipping bureau. Besides 
tossing the problem of finding a way 
out of the dilemma back into the 
laps of the publishing trade, the 


chains shut down an additional raft 
of music counters. 

Leading pop publishers met at the 
offices of the Music Publishers Proe 
tective Association yesterday (Mon- 
day) to discuss the next move. 
Praverman, head of the 
sie division of the Niesner Bros. 
stores, Thursday (13) advised John 
G. Paine that his organization had 
put out of operation the music de- 
partments in 14 stores and that ac- 
tion on the remaining counters in 
the chain would be withheld until 
after January inventory. Kresge 
link has closed 60 counters, since 
advising the pop publishing trade 
four weeks ago to either set up a 
warehousing organization to service 
the chain store or stand the loss of 
business from most of the chain 
outlets. Publishers answered this 
ultimatum by suggesting that the 
chains themselves assume the man- 
agement and expense of the central 
shipping bureau. 

Publishers shipping exclusively 
through the Maurice Richmond Mu- 
sic Dealers Service have taken the 
attitude that they are not concerned 
with the situation created by the 
chains, although they agree that the 
trade should do something to pre- 
vent the further loss of syndicate 
outlets. 

It had been hoped that Max Mayer 
and Richmond would get together 
on a merger of their jobbing organ- 
izations and thereby clear the way 
for those publishers who are bound 
by the agreement obtained by Mayer 
when he settled the conspiracy suit 
he had brought against them. Un- 
der the terms of the settlement 
agreement these publishers are 
barred from selling to any one at 
prices lower than those accorded 
Mayer. 


RICHMOND SYMPH ONLY 
$2,500 FROM BREAKING 


Sam mue- 








MUSIC PROS ELECT | 
MOSE GUMBLE PREZ’ 


Mose Gumble was elected presi- 
dent of the Professional Music 
Men, Inc., at a meeting and lunch- 
eon held at the Astor Saturday (15) 
by the’ publishers’ contacteers. 
Other officers picked were Johnny 








White, 1st v.p.; Rocco) «6Vocco, 2d 
v.p.; Joe Santly, 3d v.p.; Benny 
Bloom, treas.; Mickey Addy, record- 
ing sec.; Harry Liebman, §sec.; 


Johnny Green, sergt-at-arms, and | 
Elmer White, editor. 

Picked for trustees were 
Miller, Lester Santly, Jack Rich- | 
mond, Max Stock and Georgie Joy, 
while the new 
now consists of Addy Britt, Jules | 
Von Tilzer, Frank Kelton, Phil Da- | 
vis and Lester Santly. | 


To help bolster the organization’s | 


exchequer a theatre party will od 
tossed at the Majestic Feb. 17.] 
Jonie Tapps is chairman of the} 
committee in charge. 


Musicians Underwrite 
L. A. Concerts vs. Loss 


Los Angeles, Dee. 17. 

into a contract- 

the Southern 
association 


Having entered 
ual agreement with 
California Symphony 
covering concerts in the Philhar- 
monic auditorium this winter and 
in the Hollywood Bowl during the 
summer, Musicians’ local, 47, is 
guaranteeing the association against 
loss up to $1,000. 

This is first time musicians local 
has underwritten a musical venture 
of this type. 


Selvin’s New Berth 


Ben Selvin, radio maestro 
former recording manager for 
lumbia Phonograph, has become di- 





and 
Co- 





return to the Beverly-Wilshire here | 


rector for the recording division of 
Associated Music Publishers, Inc. 





board of governors | fessional musicians, 


Richmond, Va., Dec. 17. 

Richmond symphony orchestra 
completed a season of six weeks 
Dec. 10. It was the third year of 
the orchestra, which came within 
$2,500 of paying its way on a $35,000 
budget for performances. 

Iinterprise is financed by a large 
group of Richmond citizens and 
business houses. Wheeler Beckett 
is conductor and Leonid Bolotine, 


former assistant concert master of 
the San Francisco orchestra, was 
concert master this year, succeed- 


ing the late Anton Witek. 

Series included six formal and 
five junior concerts in Richmond, 
six out-of-town appearances, three 


Bob {of these at the University of Vir- 


ginia at Charlottesville. 
Orchestra is composed of 
about 50 of 
New York 
fixtures, 


76 pro- 
whom were recruited in 
in 1932 and have become 


Hazen Exonerated 
Burlington Vt., Dec. 17. 

Floyd Hazen, leader of the 
ton Blue Notes orchestra, at 
Hotel Vermont, has been 
ated of charges of being connected 
With an extortion plot in Ver- 
gennes, Vt. 

Hazen was in that city recently 
conferring with American Legion 
officials on a New Year’s Eve dance. 
State officials checking up on oute- 
of-state cars took him into cus- 


Lose 
the 


exonere 





tody for questioning the following 
day. 
Disk Trade-Ins 
Altoona, Dec, 17. 
An RCA-Victor sponsored plan 


by which local schools, through the 
collection of used Victor records, 


might receive one of three sizes of 
radio-Victrolas has been given a 
big play locally through the local 
dealer. 

The three high schools and a 
number of the grade schools have 
received machines, trucks making 
trips from Camden, N. J., to return 
the used records to the ictory. 
No information concernin; plan 


behind the offer has been given the 


schools, 
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Disk Reviews 
By Abel Green 


Ruth Etting 
Two filmusical ditties in Miss Et- 
ting’s usually expert lyric interpre- 
tation getting plenty, even out of an 
essentially dance tune such as 
‘Needle In a Haystack’ from ‘Gay 
Divorcee. ‘Stay As Sweet As You 
Are’ from ‘College Rhythm’ is more 
in the ballad category and better at- 
tuned to the songstress’ rich so- 

prano. Columbia 2979. 


Kate Smith 

‘Stay As Sweet’ again, this time 
under the Kate Smith treatment, 
coupled with ‘I'm Growing Fonder 
of You ’accompanied by her Swanee 
music. In like manner, ‘When My 
Ship Comes In’ from ‘Kid Millions’ 
and ‘The Continental’ from ‘Di- 
voreee,’ more filmusical hits, latter 
further fortified by the Ambassador 
Trio as vocal background. Decca 
276-8. 


Gertrude Niesen 

Miss Niesen is also partial] to 
‘Continental,’ doing it more spirited 
and moderne, backed up the dra- 
matic ‘Be Still, My Heart!’, martial 
ballad, novelty orchestrated and in- 
terpreted on Columbia 2972, A nifty 
sweet brass is the accomp. stand- 
out. 


Geraldo’s Gauchos 


Pip tangos made abroad and Co- 
lumbia 2983-released on this side. 
Geraldo and his Gaucho Tango or- 
chestra do tricks with Sarony-Raf- 
faelli’s ‘Madonna Mine,’ a cinch for 
international hitdom. The already 
popular foxtrot, getting to be as w.k. 
in America as abroad, ‘Isle of Capri’ 
(Grosz-Kennedy) is done in tango 
arrangement on the reverse. Both 
with vocals and very nice, too. 


Irving Aaronson 


Aaronson and his Commanders 
are marking a fast comeback both 
on the air, wax and in person, and 
cement their nice impression with 
‘Let’s Be Thankful,’ one of the bet- 
ter foxtrot ballads, and ‘In An Old 
Log Cabin,’ one of those corny num- 
bers that usually emerges economic- 
ally successful despite all other 
Broadway captiousness. Dick Dixon 
and Skippy Carlstrom assist in the 
vocal interpretations to fortify a 
brace of smooth foxes on Colum- 
bia 2981. Another nice Aaronson 
couplet on No, 2980 is ‘Me With- 
out You,’ Robin-Gensler’s number 
from ‘One Hour Late,’ and ‘Flirta- 
tion Walk’ from the film of that 
name. Dixon and Louis Still are 
assisting vocalists. 


Landt Trio & White with Orc 


Nonsense waltzes by this radio 
team backed by their Dixieland or- 
chestra. ‘The Animal Trainer’ is of 
‘Flying Trapeze’ pattern as is ‘No! 
No! A Thousand Times! No!’ an- 
other hoke waltz in the 1924 
spoofery manner which the vocalists 
and their aggregation get across 
nicely on Victor 24,804. 


Paul Pendarvis 


From Chi comes this very danceable 

combo on Columbia 2973-4. The 
four selections (two disks) consti- 
tute a good sample of their brand 
of terp music. ‘The Object of My 
Affection’ is Jimmie Grier’s Coast 
hit backed by ‘Mississippi Honey- 
moon,’ from ‘Gay Bride,’ Eddie 
Scope and Patricia Norman shar- 
ing the vocals. ‘A Little Angel Told 
Me So’ (Coslow) is another picture 
song backed by ‘I’ve Got An Invita- 
tion to a Dance,’ novelty by that 
songwriting novelty threesome, 
Symes-Neiburg-Levinson. All done 
in ultra manner. 


Everett Marshall 


This musical comedy baritone has 
gone somewhat into the depths to 
dig up tunes suited to his resonant 
vocal delivery. From ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’ he has dug up a more or less 
incidental Irving Berlin ballad, 
‘Lonely Heart’ and given it unusual 
distinction and vocal eclat. It’s on 
@ 12-inch Decca disk with full or- 
chestra accomp and Jack Jenney 
featured for his unique trombone 
solo, and deservedly so. Reverse is 
from the short-lived 1934 ‘Black- 
birds’ edition, titled ‘Let Me Be Born 
Again.’ The Cavaliers vocal quartet 
backs up Marshall in this. Decca 
No, 15002. 


Roy Fox 
Fox is one of several American 
jazz beaus who had to go to Lon- 
don to make good. With his band 
Fox is quite a West End fave and 
shows how on Decca 175 with the 
foxtrot transcription of the melodic 
Dreamy Serenade,’ credited to Carr- 
Granlund-lIlda. 3acker-upper is 
‘Swaller Tail Coat,’ a novelty quick 
step by Miller. Danny Dennis does 
the vocal honors and Fox registers 

in toto with the terps. 


Red Norvo 

Red Norvo and his Swing Septet 
will sell big in the campus belt un- 
doubtedly. It’s nifty synco in the 
1935 manner, reviving ‘I Surrender, 
Dear’, and ‘Tomboy’, with which 
Norvo and his henchmen do jazz 
Wicks on Columbia 297% 


— 








Ottawa Supplants Hull 


Ottawa, Dec. 17. 


Once upon a time when Quebec 
was wet and Ontario was dry, the 
boys in Ottawa used to troop across 
the river to Hull to the Quebec side 
for liquid inspiration. The taverns 
and clubs around Hull, with their 
floor shows and vaudeville, enjoyed 
heavy patronage from the Canadian 
capital. 

Last August Ontario went as wet 
as Quebec had ever been, and now 
the shoe is on the other foot, partic- 
ularly as a result of an order from 
the Quebec Liquor Commission that 
all floor shows and night club en- 
tertainment will be taboo around 
Hull and in other Quebec centers 
after December 22. 

It’s a tough blow for the night 
clubs across the river with Ottawa 
establishments now running in full 


swing. Hull clubs were presenting 
real attractions. Further acts are 


being cancelled. 





B.B.B. M.C’ing Jacobs 
Family’s Fla. Hotel 


Jacobs Family, which runs Al- 
amac hotel at Lake Hopatcong, 
N. J., is opening a similarly named 
hostelry at Miami Beach. 

B.B.B. is going in as m.c., with 
a small dance combo, 





Suing Sissle 
Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 


Suit for $2,500 damage against 
Noble Sissle was filed in Common 
Pleas Court last week, while Sissle’s 
ork was playing at Greystone ball- 
room, by Onah L. Speneer, local res- 
ident. He alleges he is the author 
and copyright holder of ‘The Ro- 
mantic Evolution of Jazz,’ which, he 
charges, Sissle and others produced 
as a pageant in Chicago last August. 

Spencer claims that last June he 
and Sissle entered into a contract to 
collaborate on a new play, ‘Oh, Sing 
a New Song’ which, he contends, 
was presented in large part by Sissle 
and others in the Windy City. 





’Nother Cafe-Theatre 


Little Picture House on East 50th 
street, New York, recently shut- 
tered, becomes one of those cabaret- 
theatres in January. 

Operators will be Nick Prounis, 
former owner of the Simplon club, 
and Arnold Rossfield, long associ- 
ated with Barney Gallant’s Green- 
wich Village niteries. 





Whites for Harlem 


of Harlem Moon, new 
in West 125th 
by William 


29 
as 


Opening 
dinner dance spot 
street, New York, 
McAvoy, is scheduled for Dec. 
with a no cover, no minimum 
policy. 

Moon will present an all white 
show, an innovation in this district. 
Saxie Holtzworth is producing the 
show, which will include Fay Pierce, 
Ike Forbes, Jean Castle, Ted and 
Catherine Andrews, Hardiman, Cas- 
tle and Porter (Three Melody Boys) 
and Don Zito orchestra. 





Valley Club Reopens 


27. 
Club 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Dark for several months, 


Airport, in the San Fernando val- 
ley, reopens Dec. 20 as the Club 
Continental. 


Frankie Masters band placed in 
spot. 





CLUB IN A BARREL 


A new night spot, Barrel of Fun, 
adds to New York’s fast increasing 
list Saturday (22), with a floor show 
including Henry Youngman, m.c., 
Lewis and Dody, Andy’s Aces, an 
eight-piece colored orchestra and a 
line of 15. 

Place is so constructed that peo- 
ple will have to walk through a 
huge barrel to enter the club. 


AARONSON AT TRIANON 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 





Irving Aaronson band comes to 
Andrew Karzas’ Trianon ballroom 
Dec. 21 for a 10-day stay. 

Arrives to substitute for Jan Gar- 
ber band while it heads for a short 
tour. Garber will be back at the 
Trianon in time for New Year’s eve. 





Film’s Colony Club on 
Prowl for $100 Payees 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Colony Club, hangout for the pic- 
ture mob, is going private with 
memberships selling at $100 initia- 
tion plus a monthly fee. Attempt 
is made to get members from out- 
side the picture business. 

Also understood that if the Colony 
is successful as a private club, 
Dunes, Palm Springs, same opera- 
tion, will do likewise. 








Crawl Winner Socks 
Manager Over No Cup 


Dubuque, Ia., Dec. 17. 

Ralph Kemp, some dancer accord- 
ing to his own admission, got a be- 
lated masquerade prize, 10 days in 
the county jail, after having cleaned 
up on a night dance spot manager 
when the latter failed to award 
prizes as advertised in a frolic night 
billing. 

Kemp and a girl friend spent 
plenty on masque costumes, made 
the dance and waited expectantly 
for the prize. No prize, there was 
a rumpus, the manager disappear- 
ing. Kemp met up with him on the 
street the next day. 


Embassy, N. 0., Folds 


New Orleans, Dec. 17. 

Club Embassy folded _ pronto. 
Former Suburban Gardens, terraced 
and primped by an expenditure of 
$18,000, just couldn’t stand up such 
a long way out. 

Place has started and stopped so 
often it has come to be an open and 
shut proposition. 











‘Drunkard’ Goes South 


‘The Drunkard’ is going to Flori- 
da. Same troupe that performed 
the old meller in an old East Side 
church, is booked for 12 weeks at 
the Coliseum, Miami Beach. Same 
night club policy with the beer is 
to be followed. 

Max Hart arranged the vacation 
hooking. 





Oscard at Chi Paree 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Paul Oscard brought back to town 
to produce shows for the Chez 
Paree, 

Oscard is just back from Europe. 
Had previously been in Chicago as 
production man for Balaban & 
Katz, 





One More Socialite 


Kitty Jarvis, Junior Leaguer, 
now at the Surf Club, New York, 
is another in the cycle of socialite 
warblers doing their bit for the 
couvert charges. 

Frank Farrel band and Riley and 
Comfort comprise the regular en- 
tertainment. 





GROFE IN CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Ferde Grofe orchestra comes into 
the Silver Forest cafe at the Drake 
hotel Dec. 29 for an indef stay. 
The first appearance in Chi for 
the Grofe orchestra. 


TOWN CASINO BANKRUPT 


John Prete’s Town Casino Club, 
Inc., has been petitioned into in- 
voluntary bankruptcy by _ trades- 
man-creditors, 

This is a class nitery at 9 West 
52d street, New York. 








Music Notes 


Orchestra’ will 
open an indefinite engagement at 
the Hotel Syracuse Dec. 14. Band 
comes from Columbus, O., and will 
broadcast from WSYR. 


Dick Fiddler’s 


Mort Dixon and Allie Wrubei 
number, ‘Mister and Missus Is the 
Name,’ highlighted in Warners ‘Flir- 
tation Walk,’ is the title of a 
Merry Melody technicolor short by 
Leon Schlesinger, 


Abe Lyman band opens tomor- 


row (Wednesday) at the Paradise, 


N. Y., on the second anniversary 
of the original premiere of the 
nitery. 


Jacques Lube with a Meyer Davis 
unit opens Dee, 23 at the Princess 
hotel, Bermuda. 





L. A. Is lowa Where Nite Life's 
Concerned: Still Tote Own Hootch 





(Fourth of a series on nite life in 
the principal cities of the U. 8.) 

Los Angeles Dec. 17. 

It’s the nuts. Los Angeles does 
not know what night life is. Town 
is strictly Iowa or any spot in the 
sticks. 

They still do not know that pro- 
hibition is over. Hit the night spots 
with their own hootch. That goes 
for some of the picture mob, too. 
Town boasts of nothing smart. But 
with the sophisticated air of the 
ultra-social and the boresomeness 
that the pic mob get out of the night 
spots—it’s just too bad. 

Appears that the locals are strict- 
ly bridge, mah jong, penny gambling 
and preview minded, and want to 
haul in the sidewalks before the 
clock hits the midnite point. 


Though the town, which has an 
undefined radius, so far as _ its 
boundaries are concerned, and a 


population of plenty of consequence, 
as well as celebrities by tons and 
tons, there seems to be little of the 
mixing qualities, so far as the locals 
are concerned, to rub arms or shoul- 
ders with the celebs when it comes 
to spending their own coin. 

They just let the pic mob enjoy 
themselves unmolested, in their so- 
called fav spots, which shift as often 
as the temperament of an opera 
prima donna. Occasionally the tour- 
ists horn in here or there, but kind 
of go away disgusted, because no 
one pays any attention to them, 
even though they have spent a good 
chunk of coin. 

In the hotel division tops is di- 
vided between the Coconut Grove 
at the Ambassador hotel and the 
Biltmore Bowl, which Baron Long 
transformed into a public rendez- 
vous from a ballroom at the Bilt- 
more hotel. 

Grove Still Aces 

Grove, which has world-wide rep 
starting from the time of its open- 
ing 12 years ago, when the pic stars 
were thick, is always on hand witha 
topnotch musical aggregation. Cur- 
rently Ted FioRita and his boys are 
holding forth, with Velez and Yo- 
landa giving the floor smartness 
with their dance routine. Trade 
here has been fairly good, with top 
being hit as a rule Friday and Sat- 
urday nights. Friday the college 
kids hold forth with their anties and 
gin bottles, and Saturday the boy 
who has his one night a week spend- 
ing money takes the gal friend to 
give her a taste of luxury. 

The old Tuesday nights, known 
as ‘star night,’ seem to have dwin- 
dleed away, but still draw a few of 
the personalities who generally drop 
in after the fights. There’s a $1 tap 
week nights, excepting Tuesday and 
Saturday, when it is a case and a 
half. 

Biltmore Bowl, operating less than 
a year, got off to a bad start, due to 
a poor selection of music, but when 
it switched to Jimmy Grier and his 
outfit, with an aggregation of unim- 
portant vaude talent for a floor 
show, things began to perk up. So- 
ciety from Pasadena gives it a play, 
as well as all the transients, as 
place campaigns heavy on a $1.50 
dinner, even though there is an ex- 
tra buck tap for couvert nightly 
except Saturday, when it is aced up 
four bits. 

BevWilshire Baffied 

Beverly Wilshire, which for some 
reason or other has miffed, so far as 
popularity is concerned, gets a Sun- 
day trade, as the other two spots 
have no dancing and that hostelry 
is in another municipality. Place, 
however, seems to be laid out wrong 
—too posty—and folks just do not 
seem at all thrilled after an evening 
there. At present it has one of the 
best dance aggregations playing in 
town, headed by Orville Knapp. It’s 
just a spot that seems to keep itself 
in the doldrums and no one agrres- 
sive enough to realize that the mu- 
sical bunch should be exploited. 

That’s about all the town has to 
offer in the hotel line for night en- 
tertainment. Of course, Biltmore 
and Ambassador go in for the cock- 
tail mats and get the gig and ma- 
tronly trade, which is so-so. 

Another element to contend with 
is the old California law which pro- 
vided that hard liquors could not be 
served in eating houses. It was 
kicked over at the last election. 
Lot of the spots have been serving 
the hard without molestation, even 
though the boys in Sacramento have 
not taken the lid off yet by okaying 
the vote of the citizenry officially. 

At 35¢ a Drench 

This may be given as a reason for 
the locals who hit the speaks to 
keep on going to these spots which 
serve anything, with white or col- 
ored water appearance, as hard stuff 
for an average of 25c. to 35c. a 
drench. Also a lot of these speaks 
have lingered on with cheap trade, 
where a cover charge stares no one 
in the face. They have, as a rule, 
about four to six men in an orches- 
tra, couple of hostesses and a few 
girl entertainers, a fan dancer and, 
ot the usual adagio team. 
Trade is always oke for those spots, 
some being on the clip and others 


course, 


giving the customers a fair shake 
for their coin. 

When it comes to smartness Clo- 
ver club seems to be the outstand- 
ing spot of the town. Seats little 
over 200, has a glass dance floor and 
a smart musical aggregation of 10 
men headed by Maurice Menge. 
Also has 75-foot bar which is the 
class of the town and gets a heavy 
nightly play, mostly by the pic mob. 
Currently for entertainment Clover 
has Nan Blackstone, from the east, 
with her brisk and snippy song 
routine. Also has a chantress, Linda 
Lee, who coos through the mike as 
the customers get terpsichoreally 
inclined, 

Eastern Chef a Factor 


Main attraction here is a $2.50 
dinner put on by George Le Maze, 
also an eastern importation, which 
is ascribed as the best food in 
town. Charge for dining room is $1 
couvert, with spirituous refresh- 
ments medium priced, 

Also in the club line is the Troca- 
dero, recently opened, which tried 
a Tiffany scale for food and liquors, 
but gradually cut to compete with 
the Clever. This place depends 
mostly on pic executives for its 
play, as others still figure food tap 
kind of hard to digest from the 
check angle. Place seats around 
200 and has Phil Ohman for the 
music, picking up now and then a 
local dance attraction, with enter- 
tainment policy always up in the 
air. 

El Ray, one of the former speaks, 
is still doing fair trade, with Gene 


Austin, with Candy and Coco 
providing the impromptu’ enter- 
tainment. Gets most of its play 
after midnite. Same goes for 


Kings club, another former speak, 
where Tommy Lyman holds forth 
with his chanting of numbers which 
mothers do not want the kiddies to 
listen to. 

These places are dependent most- 
ly on the walk-in-and-out drink 
customers. Outside of here in the 
downtown area is the Paris inn, 
where Bert Rovere and his enter- 
taining waiters provide a lot of 
operatic melody between courses, 
Place is popular with the crowd 
who want a bottle of vino tossed 
in with a $1 or $1.50 meal and want 
to stick around all night on the 
meal charge. This place gets a good 
deal of its trade from air listeners, 
as it hits the ether twice daily for 
half-hour periods. 

Cafe de Paree, in the West Lake 
region, is also catering to a similar 
class of trade, using a pickup band 
and changing its entertainers as 
does a small-time vaude house. 
Customers here are mostly nightly 
repeats. 

Another place out Hollywood way 
catering to the small spenders is 
the Pacific Sunset club, which has 
a dance orchestra with a regular 
‘professor’; a mistress of cere- 
monies, Dorothy Woodward, quite 
pert and smart cracking; a fan 
dancer who heats the atmosphere 
and an interchange of other acts as 
well as the usual mixed dance team, 
Here trade is very consistent, with 
most of the customers knowing 
each other and a transient visitor 
a novelty. 

Then There Are Others 

There are a flock of other places 
of this sort, such as Sherry’s, where 
Gene Morgan is m.c. and leader of 
a dance aggregation. Place gets an 
average of 75c. a customer, who is 
given two to three hours’ entertain- 
ment and dancing for this amount, 
as people who hit this spot are 
generally of the early to bed type. 

Then, in Hollywood, couple of the 


sandwich eating spots having the 
singing and entertaining waiters 


who give the crowd food and en- 
tertainment for four bits. Princi- 
pally along these lines are Bob Ver- 
ry’s and the Three Little Pigs 
which has Lou Singer’s dance 
chestra and a girlie floor show, also 
the Hollywood Stable, which does 
four floor shows a night and forgets 
all about couvert, no matter how 
little a customer spends or how long 
| he stays. 


’ 
ore 





Couple of the dance halls have 
|} also gone in for floor shows and 


dramatics. One of them is the Palo- 
mar, which has a dance floor han- 
dling about 3,000 and Nick Stuart, 
former pic actor, leading the or- 
chestra. This spot picks up vaude 
acts and gets most of its play from 
the ‘necker’ bunch and college kids. 
Then Solomon’s Penny -a - Dance 
spot, which now is called the Bow- 
ery, has gone ultra for the sailor 
trade, which is its mainstay, charg- 
ing 40c. for melo, a floor show and 
all the dancing the customer can 
digest. 

Out Culver City way the Sebas- 





tian Cotton club is the big thing. 
Place is cireused with a flock of 
entertainment, white and colored, 
and going on all the time in two 
| different rooms, with the entertain- 
lers segregated. Place always has a 
hot band and gets a heavy week- 
end trade, especially Sunday, ac- 
count of dancing. Bands are not 
featured here, as they change too 


frequently. 
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PHIL WIRTH’S CIRCUS | 


(HIPP, BALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, Dec. 14. 
The Hipp always brings in a cir- 
cus week prior to Xmas and does 
pretty well with it usually. For- 


merly Shriners used to throw a big 
indoor show, but since the Armory 
went up in smoke town hasn't had 
an indoor circus for three years. 
There are always enough dyed-in- 
wool sawdust lovers to patronize 
one, and the kids are ready any ol’ 
time. 

Show this season is Phil Wirth’s 
Circus. Spurts frequently, but lapses 
as often. If some time were spent 
with it, it would probably evolve 
into something worthy. At present 
isn’t so well routined; the socks 
are spotted at wrong junctures; 
finale is weak and personnel is not 
altogether shrewdly chosen. 

First factor that should be reme- 
died is line of 10 chorines carried. 
No place is this outfit for a line. 
The stage is covered throughout 
with gym mats, and girls can't 
stomp on that, yet they attempt to 
twice—and it makes for sorry spec- 
tacle. Twice again the line just 
groups around and forms back- 
ground for couple stunts by spe- 
cialists; - they look okay in such 
duty, but wouldn’t be missed. A 
troupe of tumbling Arabs or some 
high-class clowns could be cavort- 
ing in place of chorines. 


There are but three clowns, but 
poor. The humor dept. could be 
greatly amplified. The joeys supply 
the breaks for crew when aerial 
hook-ups are to be strung. 


Show is played before a nice cyc., 
depicting circus arena; proceedings 
roll through one large ring. One 
act, Sandino, trained camel, didn’t 
show performance caught. Under- 
stood animal was fractious and at- 
tendants and trainer wouldn’t risk 
it on stage. 

Show starts with Marie and Her 
Pals, a parade of dogs and ponies, 
presenting a standard and agreeable 
routine. Next, Hazelle, in some 
high-rope swings, suspending self 
from both manual and pedal hangs; 
oke enough. Followed by a highly 
apt session of contortionistic capers 
by Evelyn; gal has long and solid 
set of body bends in repertoire. 

An Australian hoss, billed ‘Syd- 
ney,’ stepped out next and waltzed 
and played drunk to fair reception; 
this bit could be abbreviated. A 
Jap balancing-pole duo, Osaki and 
Taki, man and maid, followed with 
strong act which they punctuated 
with man demonstrating the swirl- 
ing of water-cups on rope, and girl 
doing some pedal barrel-bouncing. 

Following came best bit, Bom- 
bayo, Hindu rope-bounder, with as 
neat a turn as has been seen 
around here. Brought down house. 
But there was nothing strong to 
follow. 

The Duttons (man, two girls) 
circled through a long bareback- 
riding bit, but was too sluggish to 
impress much, though good from 
spectacle angle, with myriad ap- 
purtenances and much tinsel effect. 
Dr. Bernards’ elephants (3) were 
next and were ton cramped for 
proper performing, though the very 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W 72d St.. New York City 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
and Stationery 
especially to suit the personalities of 

the Profession. 
Agents wanted to sell my cards and 


stationery. Write or call for details. 
Liberal commission. 














UNIT REVIEWS 


elderly pachyderm’'s narrow - plank 
walk was a winner. 


At this point kids from audience 
were invited up on rostrum to have 
a try at bareback riding; a sort of 
ducking - stool arrangement was 
erected in center of ring and kids 
were girdled with belts and the 
rope tied to ‘em in case they top- 
pled from hoss’s back, which all 
did. Looked like big fun for kids, 
but wasn’t very mirthful to audi- 
ence; fastening the kids in the 


safety jackets and getting ‘em on 

animal seemed just a stage wait. 
Clocked in 65 minutes. Circus 

carries own ork and batoneer. 


IRVING AARONSON 


(PARAMOUNT, ST. PAUL) 
St. Paul, Dec. 14. 

Although this unit isn’t excep- 
tionally wallopy, it brought sus- 
tained applause from a _ packed 
house when caught, and after all, 
it’s box office which makes those 
vouchers good. 

In this funny show town, blue- 
noses kicked on Judith and her 
dance in the Texas Guinan’s Gang 
show two weeks ago, and barked 
just as loudly against the Mlle. 
Caroline and fountain background 
number in ‘Spices of 1935’ last week. 
Management must therefore feel its 
way. Result this week is a show 
obviously toned down, especially 
on the comedy end, making it top 
heavy on music and dancing. 

Phil Saxe emcees nicely and 
Aaronson handles himself with 
pleasant restraint, taking the spot 
only when necessary and hogging 
no bows. Marie Hollis is an out- 
stander in dancing, which is more 
contortion than acrobatics. Lewis 
and Van male dance duo is just as 
much a dazzler in its own way. 

John Lee and the three Lees fur- 
nish what comedy there is, but the 
audience could have used about 10 
minutes more of assorted buf- 
foonery. Aaronson’s musickers are 
versatile, doubling in choral sing- 
ing and front stage trick stuff. But 
they should stick more to their in- 
struments and the show should re- 
place with some rapid-fire comic 
talent. Raschick. 











Rhapsody in Rhythm 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Dec. 9. 


This unit is built around Bill Hert 
and his Ambassadors, Jack Mc- 
Bride and Frank Starr. They’re 
about the whole show, although 
there is a lot of filler material pad- 
ding out the 43 minutes. 

McBride is the emsee and works 
before the band. He knows a lot 
of dirty stories, but has cleaned up 
the gag lines, so he gets two laughs 
—one in anticipation and the other 
when he fools ’em. This mob likes 
’em a little blue anyhow. He's bet- 
ter when working alone, his biz 
with Agnes Hassett being nil. 

Starr, local boy, missed in the 
billing out front and the ads, is the 
show’s stopper. He goes imperson- 
ation stuff one better and debunks 
the sound effects of radio, as well 
as aping the voices of several celebs. 

Booked in from outside to aug- 
ment the bill is the standard act, 
Novelle Bros. and Sally (and the 
dog) and to them goes the biggest 
share of the show’s novelty. The 
bird bit got the biggest reception, 
although too long. Other members 
of the unit are the Luke Sisters, not 
even fair in song and on the hoof; 
Agnes Hassett, singer and Wayne 
and Hull, hoofers. Barney. 
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NOW—tThird Return 


WITHIN THREE MONTHS AT 


FOX, B'KLYN, THIS WEEK (Dec. 14) 


FOR SIXTH CONSECUTIVE WEEK 
AND HELD OVER THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 


HENRY YOUNGMAN 


BROADWAY’S NEWEST AND BRIGHTEST COMEDIAN 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


Personal Direction 
JOE LEFKOWITZ, 125 W. 45th St., New York 


Engagement—NOW 











WALKER 


(Billboard, Nov. 


singing and imitations, 
little more polishing would sock.” 


Youthful Harmony and Comedy Team 
Formerly THE GISLON SISTERS 
Featured with Jack Sidney’s “SAMPLES” 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, This Week (Dec. 14) 
17) —“Possibilities’—For Legit-Musical 
“Gislon Sisters—singing team now with Jack Sidney’s ‘Samples’ in vaude, 


Younger shows great possibilities as a comedienne, also contributing Hotcha 
Has plenty of verve and personality and with a 
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1933—ENGLAND, FRANCE, ITALY, 


Starring in FRANK NEIL’S Revue, “NEW FACES,” Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne 
Direction JOHNNY HYDE 
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Schooldays on Parade 


(PITT, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

This unit has a good idea, but it 
stops there. With little talent, and 
less material to back it up, offering 
drags and goes through fully an 
hour without delivering anything 
closely approximating a sock. 

Unit is divided into two sections, 
first the inevitable schoolroom 
scene, switching in second section 
to a night club where prof's ex- 
pupils are having an alumni reunion 
and strut their stuff for him. It’s 
not new, but it’s still serviceable 
if the goods are present, but they’re 
absent in ‘Schooldays on Parade.’ 

Billed talent includes Warren and 
Skinny Candler, Ruby Barth, Harry 
Richards, Cliff Carr, Lee Kramer, 
Beb, Bebs and Bunny and Nelson 
Maples’ Collegians. Ork plays from 
pit during first section, later mov- 
ing to stage. Chief comic is sup- 
posed to be Skinny Candler, who, in 
the schoolroom scene, delivers a 
succession of blue ones. 

Kids include the usual teacher's 
pet, the sissy, the Hebe youngster, 
the tomboy and the tough mugg. 
It's chiefly dialog here, except for 
an occasional chorus specialty, and 
limps all over the place. Second 
section is a little better, but not 
much. Richards gets off a neat 
dance specialty and there are a 
couple of male songsters who get 
nowhere at all. 

Maples and his Collegians have 
no chance to do anything, simply 
providing the music for the various 
specialties. There’s no punch any- 
where along the line; unit just 
keeps going along patiently until 
the time is up and then dissolves. 

Cohen, 





Saranac Lake 





By Happy Benway 


Bobby Graham, of 123 Bond street, 
Toronto, Canada, is plenty under 
the weather. Vaudevillians and 
burlesquers should drop him a 
letter. 

Joe Dabrowski, of Warners, just 
hit the 20-year-old mark. Boy is 
curing here. 

Eugene Powers, remembered with 
‘Uncle Vanya’ and ‘Children of 
Darkness,’ now ozoning at the Ala- 
Vista lodge. 

Mannie Lowy, Rudy Vallee’s ex- 
fiddler, avers the change of ozone 
from Saranac to South Pines, N. C., 
is doing him a world of good. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bigelow and 
the little Bigelow Camp Intermis- 
sioned it for a coupla days. 

Lasses and Honey, broadcasting 
over WSN, Nashville, Tenn., never 
fail to shoot hellos and good cheers 
to the gang up here. 

Marion Cannon, who did a lot of 
airing up here some two years ago, 
is back as a new arrival. Under 
general observation. 

Dr. George Wilson and Dr. 
Agrippa Robert have been added to 


our Good Samaritan club. Also 
voted in was Ruth Morris. 
Lawrence McCarthy, ex-pianist 


of the old Kramer and Boyle act, 
comes back to the lodge as an 
ozoner after a two-year absence. 

Marilyn Miller, winter-sporting at 
Lake Placid, opened the Christmas 
Seal drive at the Stadium Field by 
selling the first sheet of stamps. 

Santa will be able to make Sara- 
nac on high as the thermometer hit 
that low of 20 below. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac, 


Blackstone Ass’t Hurt 


Rochester, Dec. 17. 

Ralph Doremis, assistant to 
Blackstone the magtcian, was badly 
injured in a fall down an elevator 
pit at the RKO Palace theatre. He 
was on his way to his second floor 
dressing room and stepped into the 
elevator doorway at the stage level 
thinking the elevator was there. 

Doremis was taken to the Genesee 
Hospital with a fractured leg and 
pelvis, 








Heller Back in Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Quick repeat here for Jackie 
Heller, who played Alvin only a 
couple of weeks ago. He opens a 
fortnight’s stay at Joe Hiller’s music 
Box, nitery, Friday (21). Heller was 
to have come in with a band, former 
Buddy Rogers outfit, but deal fell 
through and he’s in as a single. 

Heller is due back in Chicago 
shortly after first of year for a new 
NBC assignment. 





Brice Sues Noser 


Fannie Brice has started suit to 
recover $1,500 on a note from Dr. 
Julius Lempert, nose specialist. 

Comedienne is proceeding through 
Attorney J, T, Abeles, Note ia dated 
1934, r=. + 2. ee 


. 





NEW 


ACTS 





MOORE and REVEL 
Comedy Dancing 

6 Mins.; Two 

State, N. Y. 

Moore and Revel, standard pic- 
ture house and cafe specialty team, 
are worthy of more attention in the 
way of presentment than they’ re- 
ceive here. As satirical ballroom 
dancers, they are clever enough to 
look good under any conditions, but 
that does not discount the fact that 
with proper handling they would be 
an even more valuable piece of 
property for vaudeville. 

At the State they are tossed cold- 
ly onto a bare stage, do their stuff 
and depart. Their stuff consists of 
two dance numbers, both speedy and 
funny, but both basically the same. 
That one follows the other with no 
interruption, except a change in 
music, tends to create monotony 
during the latter half of the six- 
minute running time. 

For vaudeville Moore and Revel 
deserve a complete vaudeville act, 
and should be given one, or get it 
themselves. It would be worth- 
while, even for what remains of 
vaudeville, since Moore and Revel 
possess the sort of talent that’s 
suitable for any theatre, Bige. 
RUBY OLVERA 
Aerial 
7 Mins. Three. 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

A good single, doing some of the 
usual stunts and one or two that 
carry a special thrill. High spot is 
standing balanced on the bar and 
swinging without holding on. A keen 
sense of showmanship and a finished 
performance give the turn smooth- 
ness and help put it across. Oke for 
average bills. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Chicago museum reopening. Had 
3,000 seats and a stage 33x40 with 
35 feet height. Steam-heated and 
electric lighted. Dime to get in, but 
reserved seats extra. 


Steamboat owned by Buffalo Bill 
and carrying his troupe to New Or- 
leans was rammed and sunk by an- 
other boat. No one lost. 





Sig. Farranta was presenting 
opera comique at his New Orleans 
pavilion at a dime admission. New 
low. Capacity made price profitable. 
able, 


Mr. and Mrs. William Peak, whose 
Peak’s Bellringers were standard 
for years, still trouping. He was 
87 and she 75. 





‘Hazel Kirke’ finally petered out, 
playing only 13 weeks of a 35-week 
season. One of the Madison Sq. 
theatre troupes. Play had made top 
money for several years. 





Farini, the circus man, had a 
troupe of six African pygmies—two 
men, two women and two children. 
Playing the museums. 





Mixup over the various versions 
of the German original still going 
strong. A. M. Palmer had obtained 
a court decision giving his ‘The Pri- 
vate Secretary’ the right of way. 
Field of the Boston Museum paid 


(Continued on page 50) 


DUNCAN SISTERS (4) 
Songs, Comedy 

24 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 


Back on Broadway and together 
once more after a lapse of four 
years or more, the Duncan Sisters 
waded into the Loew's State audi- 
ence like the old acquaintances that 
they are. They copped, mopped and 
stopped in such a fashion as to 
present living, breathing evidence 
of the glories of vaudeville when 
vaudeville was vaudeville. 

The treat which the Duncans have 
to offer is nearly a half hour of 
special material. With even five 
minutes of special material rating 
as an extreme novelty in vaudeville 
these days, this act alone is sufficient 
to give the Duncans much dis- 
tinction. 


At a time when the typical vaude- 
ville singing single or team knows 
or owns nothing but pop songs, with 
perhaps an imitation thrown in and 
only a ‘different’ arrangement of the 
same old plugged-to-death number 
to break the monotony, a pair of 
girls stepping out upon a stage with 
24 minutes of their own, their very 
own, stuff, are a cinch. So no 
wonder Rosetta and Vivienne Dun- 
can wowed them as they did at the 
State on Friday evening. 

Rosetta, who essayed a whiteface 
single for a time during her sister’s 
retirement, is back under the cork 
now in order to mix her Topsy char- 
acter and material in with a wealth 
of other material. And Vivienne is 
still doing Little Eva. 


For the Topsy business the Dun- 
cans carry a tall straight woman. 
Fourth member of the act is a 
pianist (girl) who works in the pit 
and is visible only from the balcony. 


Along with Topsy-Eva, the other 
standard Duncan bit in the act is 
the Spanish onion and vegetable 
tossing number, which got a lot of 
laughs, particularly when Rosetta 
winged one up to the shelf. Other- 
wise their stuff sounds new, es- 
pecially an ‘Adam and Eve’ lyric 
that was used as an encore and 
clicked. 

Judged by their strong State per- 
formance, the Duncans are still the 
Duncans and as good as new. 





Bige. 
CARROLL and HOWE 
Chatter, Dances 
15 Mins., Three 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Some funny material here but 


long-winded in getting across. In 
fourth spot and retarding the gen- 
eral speed of the bill. Team on a 
deep stage which again devoured 
most of their gags. Voices none 
too strong either to fill such a wide 
expanse. 

Male partner does an acrobatic 
dance which leaves him worn out, 
and the girl then jabbers away at 
great length. Both into a varsity 
drag at end, which seems out- 
moded in these rumba days. 

Team makes a neat appearance 
and with considerable pruning here 
and there, should hit its stride. Not 
? forget the right kind of a set 
also. 








PAULINE COOKE 
Presents 
BOB RIPA 
Tenth Week, Paradise Cafe 
Opening Dec. 20th 


Palmer House, Chicago 
“COOKE & OZ” 
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Hollywood Sunday Vaudeville War 
Has Bard Using Big Guns in Bulk 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Pattle of Sunday Night vaude got 
underway this week-end, with Ben 
Bard and Ray Deusern entering the 
field but extending their show to a 
double-night affair, under billing of 
‘Calling All Stars.’ On their open- 
ing bill (15th) they had Frank Fay 
as the topper, with Ruth Roland, 
Trixie Friganza, Maude Fulton, Ben 
Bard, Harriett Hoctor, Clarence 
Muse and Milt Douglas and Co. in- 
cluded in their Music Box show. 
Opposition Wilshire-Ebell, where 
the Sunday Night Frolics are on 
their 10th week, had James Barton 
as the topper, with Buster Shaver 
with Ollie and George Brasno, Bill 
Sully and Helen Eby Rock, Fay 
Courtney, Lloyd Hughes, Ramon 
and Rosita and The Kitchens in the 
lineup. Frolics also featured a new 
band to play the show, batoned by 
Manny Harmon, local dance fav. 
Third Sunday vaude scheduled to 
open is being framed by Arthur 
Klein, who has been dickering for 
the Carthay Circle theatre, midway 
between Hollywood and Beverly 
Hills, figured as the best location 
for the one-night vaude shows. 
Irving Strouse, operating the 
Frolics, went to San Francisco over 
the week-end to make arrangements 
for opening Christmas Day a one- 
week two-a-day vaude bill at the 


Curran. Show so far has Charles 
Withers, William Denarest, Ruth 
Mix, Gilda Grey and Ramsdell 


Dancers in the lineup. Same bill 
will play the Wilshire here Sunday 
(22), going north Monday. 

Both Irving Strouse’s ‘Frolics’ and 
the new Ben Bard-Ray Deusern 
Saturday and Sunday vaude shows, 
for which the latter have appropri- 
ated the title, ‘Calling All Stars,’ 
ran into headaches last week end, 
when Frank Fay walked out of the 
Bard show at the Music Box and 
James Barton was pulled out of the 
*Frolics’ by Radio, which doesn’t 
want to have its dramatic star 
tabbed as a lowly vaude hoofer. 

Nan Blackstone, from the Clover 
Club, replaced Barton, while Ben 
Bard stepped in and took the place 
of Fay. 











Vaudeville comedienne play- 
ing a Pittsburgh nitery, ac- 
customed to q.t. audiences 
during her London and other 
engagements, didn’t get the 
same undivided attention dur- 
ing the Pitt engagement. 

Finally, for the blow-off, she 
screeched, ‘If you louses can’t 
stop acting like monkeys and 
keep quiet why the h don't 
you get out.’ 

Some 75 couples took her 
advice pronto, the place be- 
came cleared and the manager 
gave her her notice pronto. 


Vaudeville Code 
Hearings Begin 
Tomorrow (Wed.) 


With little opposition in prospect, 
the eight changes and amendments 
proposed for the vaudeville section 
of the Motion Picture Code are ex- 
pected to go through as written at 
the NRA hearing, to be held tomor- 
row (Wednesday), in Washington. 
Hearing starts at 1060 a.m. at the 
Willard hotel, in the capital. 

The major circuits will be indiv- 
idually represented. Actors’ rep will 
be Ralph Whitehead of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors, while Mrs. 


| Invitation to Scram 





Crystal Gaze Sets | 
Him Back $50 Fine 





‘Great Schneider’s’ | 





Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 


The ‘Great Schneider,’ in private 
life Arthur Schnetider, may be a 
great crystal gazer but not when 
police are around. 

Schneider appeared on the stage 
of the Murray theatre and offered 
‘private consultations’ backstage. 
One of his patrons was Mrs, Jo- 
sephine Pawlek, policewoman. 
Schneider told her a private ‘gaze’ 
cost $5. She told him she had but 
$2, which Schneider took, and then 
sent her for the other $3. Instead 
Mrs. Pawlek called the wagon. 

Schneider, charged with violating 
the fortune telling ordinance, was 
fined $50. 


PEARCE GANG EAST 


Coast Air Feature for Vaude After 
the Holidays 




















Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Al Pearce and Cang, from radio, 
are heading east after the holidays 
to begin tour of vaude dates. 
Final Coast appearance before the 
trip starts is Tuesday (18) at the 
Criterion here. 


Midnite Spook Shows 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Principal Theatres will run mid- 
night shows in most of its houses 
in Southern California, including 


chorus girls’ and boys’ behalf. 

As far as is known, no agents or 
producers contemplate attending al- 
though a couple of the listed altera- 
tions in the code are of important 
concern to producers. 

Clause creating a special commit- 
tee to arbitrate vaudeville code mat- 
ters exclusively, which was con- 
Yuma, Ariz., using Mel-Roy’s Spook | tained in the Code Authority’s or- 
and Magic outfit for single night en- | iginal recommendations for changes, 
gagements. Opening date fs Dee,| Will not be aired at the hearing. 
27 at Yuma, with Brawley and Ban- | Reason for omitting it is that the 
ning, Calif., to follow on consecu-|C.A. already has the power to ap- 
tive nights. point such a committee under the 

Following New Year’s Mel-Roy|Present code. It means a vaude- 
show plays the Principal houses in ville committee will be established, 
the Los Angeles area. regardless of the outcome of the 
Washington confab. 











Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Harry (‘I think you touch’) Burns, who’s one of those trick New Jersey 
state sheriffs and also a local constabule and assistant mayor in an- 
other town, almost got a ticket for speeding but wound up giving the 
would-be arresting motorcycle cop a ticket—for the AFA, otherwise $6 





membership dues, 


En route to a booking in Atlantic City, Burns was nabbed for speed- 
ing. His various official credentials only got surly wisecracks from the 
law until, in fishing for his license, he flashed his AFA card. 

The cop was an ex-vaudevillian with a bike act and after much palaver 
about the chance of vaudeville coming back, wherein Burns put it on 
heavy that the AFA was doing everything to resuscitate vaude, it 
wound up with the ex-bicyclist laying it on the line for six bucks and 


a membership card, 





Carnival man, scouting along the Mexican border, was approached by 
Carnival mugg noticed the man had a six-inch bump 
atop his head, so he took the guy in hand, and after a week plus in- 
delible pencil and smali collar, had a ‘two-headed man’, 

From the start biz was good, principally because all were allowed to 
feel the blood coursing through “neck of the small head. 
when the promoter was $30,000 to the good and he developed a yen to 
Putting a man in charge he moved into Broad- 
way with the best money could buy. 

3ut while away the freak became ill. 
Surgeons were gleeful at this the first case of its kind. 


a peon beggar. 


open a New York office. 


@ hospital. 


They fixed the phoney head in a hurr 


was back at scratch. 





New York Supreme Court Justice Collins was presiding on the peti- 
tion of Cliff (Sharliec) Hall’s plea for a reduction in his alimony from $80 
The jurist, after hearing Attorney Julius Kendler’s rea- 
sons for cutting Hall’s alimony commitment, said, ‘Oh yes, you’re Jack 


& week to less. 


Pearl’s stooge on the air’. 
Although surprised at the 


fessional. 





Reawakening of vaude suffered a stiff setback in Los Angeles Thanks- 
giving night when Irving Strouse put on his Frolics at the Wilshire-Ebell 
theatre, a repeater from the previous Sunday night. 
of an experiment and died abornin’. 
vious Sabbath sellouts, although advertising was given a double splurge. 


‘stooge’ 
used, Kendler proceeded to set forth reasons why, with Pearl off the air, 
Hall's case should be referred to a referee for early adjudication of the 
merits of his plea. Justice Collins reserved decision, with mild indica- 
tion that he will appoint a referee to review the issues. 

Mrs, Josephine Hall, now getting $80 a week alimony, is a non-pro- 


Committee will be composed of 
one rep each for the actors, agents 
and producers, two for the theatres 
(one indie, one circuit), and one im- 
partial member, representing the 
public, 

Deputy Administrator William P. 
Farnsworth will conduct the hear- 
ing. 


WARNERS MULL STAGER 
FOR HOLLYWOOD LUXER 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

If Warners can decide what type 
stage shows to install, possibilities 
are that presentations will go back 
into the Hollywood. Stage of the 
house has been dark for the past 
year. 

While favoring live talent, execs 
feel that vaude and stage shows, as 
presented locally just now, are not 
classy enough for the Hollywood 
spot. Decision will be made within 
the next two weeks. 


BROSIUS LEAVES HOSP 
y, and a month later the promoter | 


Neck Fractured, Tramp. Bicycle 
Rider Out for Months 








Came the day 





New manager hustled him to 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Harry Brosius, of Brosius and 
Downey, tramp bicycle act, has left 
Methodist hospital, where he went 
folowing injuries suffered while 
playing the Orpheum here. 
at home but will be laid up for 
several months. 

Brosius suffered a fracture of the 
neck when he collided with a guy 
wire on stage. 


argot which the learned court 





Hunting Mishap 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


It was in the nature} yyijareq O'Connor, 


from the pre- 





Take was off 80% 
vaude act, 


Other incipient vaude ventures are cooling and promoters are turning | while hunting near Danville, Il. 


eyes elsewhere, 





In an effort to get active representation on any new vaudeville com- 
out of the reopening of the code 
Wednesday (19), John Hickey (Hickey and Anger) called a meeting of 
vaudeville producers to be held in the Palace Theatre bldg. 
sent a few days in advance to all active unit producers, outlining the 
Purpose of the confab to strive for capable representation in code mat- 
Hickey was the only one who showed up 


mittee formed 


ters pertaining to vaudeville. 
at that meeting. 


Now at home recuperating. 





Katya Snaps Toe 


in Washington on | 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Letters were | 
broke a bone in her toe at rehearsal 
Friday (14) at the Chicago and the 


Adler and Bradford replaced. 


wife of John | 
O’Connor of the O’Connor Family | 
was accidentally shot |} 


Katya, of Kay, Katya and ma: | 


act had to drop out of the show. 


Megley-Oz Producing $1,000 Flash 4 
Acts for RKO; Bebe Berri Co. (12) First 








Eddie Sherman, indie booker, was 
hailed before License Commissioner 
Paul Moss last week by D. P. Rob- 
inson, produce. of ‘World’s Fair Fol- 
lies,’ on the charge of unwarranted 
cancellation of the unit. Robinson 
claimed Sherman contracted the 
show for three weeks on percentage, 
but cancelled before it had com- 
pleted the first-half in Bridgeton, 
N. J. 

Cancellation, however, was upheld 
by Commissioner Moss when it was 
shown that Sherman’s’. contract 
called for 35 people, but only 27 
showed on the stage in Bridgeton. 
A letter and telegram sent Sherman 
by Louis Linker, manager of the 
Criterion, Bridgeton, claiming that 
‘World’s Fair Follies’ was ‘the great- 
est show’ he ever played, were 
branded as spurious by the booker. 

Sherman exhibited a_ telegram 
from Linker which stated Robinson 
dictated the letter and telegram to 
his daughter, who was forced to 
send them on Robinson’s threat that 
the curtain would not go up for the 
next show if it wasn’t done. 

Robinson admitted before Moss 


Dorothy Bryant will attend in the|that of the entire cast of ‘World’s 


Fair Follies,’ only six appeared at 
the expo in Chicago. At Moss’ be- 
hest Sherman agreed to play the 
unit the last half of last week in 
Harrisburg, Pa., but the remaining 
two weeks are out. 

I. Robert Broder was counsel for 
Sherman at the hearing. Louis H. 
Robinson appeared for the producer. 





Performers’ Jinx 


New Haven, Dec. 17. 

Paramount stage troupes running 
into a physical jinx here. Last week 
Mary Jane Frazee (Frazee Sisters, 
with Ina Ray Hutton band) down 
and out with appendix attack. Set 
for operation at local hosp. yester- 
day (Mon.). 

Currently Alice Kavin, ‘Words and 
Music’ solo dancer, out with head 
trouble, result of injury in Hartford 
last week. 








Of Robinson Unit! 


- 
C ( M [J h ld | RKO has tentatively subsidized 
— _ PB ‘ a | outside producers as a means of 
Sherman Cancellation |overcoming the growing scarcity of 
| playable flash acts. Macklin Megley 


and O. L. Oz, working together on 
the project, will produce the acts as 
they are needed by RKO, furnish 
costumes and scenery, at the rate of 
$1,000 a week per act. 

Deal also entails that the produce 
ers pay the salaries of the talent out 
of the one grand. 

First Megley-Oz act will be the 
Bebe Berri Girls (12), with Petch 
and Deauville. This plays the 
Academy, N. Y., for four days be- 
ginning Dec. 21, and, if the experi- 
ment clicks, RKO is understood to 
be prepared to order the flashes at 
the rate of two or three a week. 

All the Megley-Oz acts will be 
backed by choruses, either all-girl 
or mixed. In line with the plan 
submitted to the circuit by the pro- 
ducers, the flashes will be patterned 
so that they can fit in in any portion 
of a five-act vaude layout. 

This is RKO’s first attempt at 
special production since the after- 
pieces the circuit inaugurated for its 
four-act intact shows it routed over 
the Interstate and Orpheum a few 
years back. When Martin Beck 
came back three years ago, Bobby 
Connolly joined the circuit to pro- 
duce special acts, but all that even- 
tuated from his office was an ama- 
teur show that was routed over the 
entire circuit. 

Megley is also dickering with thé 
Skourases on the proposition of pro- 
ducing special shows every three or 
four weeks for the Academy. If this 
goes through, the house will switch 
from a split-week into a full-week 
stand. 

At the Academy, Megley will be 
strictly the stager. RKO will book 
the talent he needs. Skourases feel 
that, with special productions the 
house can more often deiiver the 
| type of girl shows which go so well 
on 14th street. 





Robinson in Nitery 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Bill Robinson, here for Fox’s ‘Lite 
tle Colonel,’ goes into the Continent 
al Club, formerly the Airport Gar<- 
dens, Dec. 21 for three weeks, Deal 
set by the Morris office. 

Club is under the same operation 
as the Clover Club. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Dec. 21) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 14) 


Numerals in connection with bills Delow indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 


Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (21) 
‘Sidewalk Cafe’ 
(14) 
Dormonde 
Don Cummings 
Keller Sis & L 
Vic Oliver 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Academy 
Ist half (21-24) 
Bert Walton 


Geo Co 





Vicki Joyce 
(14) 

Justa 4 

Zelaya 

Bickel & Rich 

Sid Marion 

Wally Brown 

Vicki Joyce 
CHICAGO 
Palace (21) 

Mattison’'s Rhythm 

Lowe Burnoft & W 


Rev 








DAWN and 





AT 
LOEW’S PARADISE 
NEW YORK 


THIS WEEK 


Placed 
LEDDY & 


DARROW 
by 


SMITH 











ms 


12 Barri Girls 
Kraft & Gaut 
3 De Long Sis 
Gertrude Briefer 
Ruth Goodwin 
Jack Eddie Co 
2d half (25-27) 
‘Dixie to Harlem’ 
2a half (18-20) 
‘Bowery Follies’ 
Chester 
1st half (22-23) 
Billy House Co 
Tom Monahan Orc 
(Three to fill) 
Coliseum 
1st half (22-24) 
Bowery Follies 
2d half (25-27) 
Virginia Bacon 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Steve Evans 
Nelson's Elephants 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (21) 
J & M Mason 
Maidie & Ray 
Radio Ramblers 
Vie Oliver 
Rimacs 
‘Sidewalk Cafe’ 
Madison 
Ist half (22-23) 
Al Shayne 
(Two to fill) 


you 
ist half (21-23) 
Joe Friscoe 
(Three to fill) 
ALBANY 
Bleeker 
2d half (25-29) 
Rae Samuels ‘Hour 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (21) 
4 Step Bros 
Ross & Bennett 
Band Show 
Cortello's Stars 
Le Gail Ens 
Sterns & Dean 


, 











Baby Rose Marie 
Milton Berle 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Ralph Sanford 
(14) 
French Casino Show 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (14) 
Noble Sissle Ore 
DETROIT 
Fox (21) 
Salici Puppets 
Paul Sydell & S 
(14) 
Grace DuFaye 
Pettet & Douglas 
Jack Pepper 
Frankie Connors 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (21) 
Justa 4 
Zelaya 
Band Show 
Bickel & Rich Rev 
Sid Marion 
Wally Brown Co 
(14) 


Case Bros & M 
Norde & Jeannie 
Frank Melino Co 
Ray Sax 
Tunes & Steps 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (21) 
Joe Peanuts 
Pettet & Douglas 
Angus & Searle 
Arren & Broderick 
12 Aristocrats 


(14) 
Dixie to Harlem 
SYRACUSE 
2d half (25-27) 
Van Arman's Co 


Keith’s 
1st half (22-25) 
Willie Mauss Co 
Kay Hamilton 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Mells Kirk & H 
Irene Vermillion 








OFFICIAL DENTIST 


DR. JULIA 


TO THE N. V. A. 


N SIEGEL 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


This Week: 


Violet Barney, 


Chas. B. Maddock 











Loew 





NEW YORK 
Capitol 
2d half (25-27) 
Ted Lewis Bd 
Boulevard 
Ist half (21-24) 
NTG Rev 


Orpheum 

Ist half (21-24) 
Joe Fanton Co 
Eddie Collins Co 
Eddie Lambert 
Jackson Irving & R 
Jack Lenny Rev 

2d half (25-27) 
N TG Rev 


Paradise (21) 
Carl Emmy's 
Shirley Ross 
Chester Fredricks 
Stewart Sis 
Cass Mack O & T 
Thomas 5 


State (21) 


cITy 


Yacopis 
William & Charles 
Stuart & Lash 


Venita Gould 
Jay C Flippen 
Youthful Rhythms 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
ist half (21-24) 

Homer Remaine 
Roy Smeck 
Vera Gordon 
Mills Kaye & M 
Gayleene Sis Rev 
Metropolitan (21) 
§ Jansleys 
Lillian Carman 
Moore & Revel 
Dunean Sis 
Pritchard & G 


(21) 


Rev 


Valencia 
Honey 
Russell Marconi & J 
Johnny Burke 
Jack Sidney Rev 


BALTIMORE 
Century 
ist half (21-23) 
Beyers & Libbys Co 
Helen Daniels 
A & M Havel 
Melson & Irmanette 
Vernon Rathburn R 
2d half (24-30) 
Mulroy McN « R 
Anne Lester 


Fam 





Carl Freed Co 
Gold & Raye & C 
Miner & Root Rev 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (?1) 


Maximo 

Tucker Smith 
Carroll & Howe 
Lou Walters C 


‘ BRIDGEPORT 
Globe 
1st, half (21-24) 
Schaeffer & 2 Keys 
Mills & Fiddler 
M & IL Robbin 
Art Frank 
Erner & Fisher Rev 
2d half .(25-27) 
Mickey King 
Rodney & Gould 
Maud Hilton 
Eddie Lambert 
Polly Jans Rev 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s 


Ist half (21-23) 
Paul Nolan Ca 
Gordon Reed & K 
Eddie Hanley 
Billy Glason 
Living Jewels 

2d half (24-30) 
Carlo’s Circus 
Barney Grant Co 
Lucky Girls 
Rex Weber 
Tom Monahan Orc 

NEWARK 

Ist half (21-23) 
Les Jardys 
Waller & Lee 
Stanley Smith 
Russ Elmer & A 
Hal Menken Rev 


2d half (24-30) 
Gautier’s Hot Dogs 


Rev 


Grace Johnston Co 
Gwynne Co 
Ben Blue 


Gray Fam 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (21) 
Jean Deveraux Rev 

Bobb May 
West & Page 
Songwriters Parade 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (21) 
Fred Waring Orc 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (21) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Mann Robinson & M 
Hal Sherman 
Julia i 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (21) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Harris 2 & L 
Stetson 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Florence & Alvarez 
(14) 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Mark Love 
Hill & Hoffman 
Kay Katya & K 
Joaquin Garray 
Marbro (14) 
Lamberti 
J & J McKenna 
Lee Storms & Lee 





DeGuchi Tr 
Oriental 
Jim Hadreas 
O'Connor Fam 
Meri-Belle 
O McGiveney 
Billy Farrell 
Dub Taylor 
Baba Laval 
Ted Cook 
Outlying (21) 
Proske's Tigers 
Freddie Craig 
Owen McGiveney 
Uptown (14) 
Bayes & Speck 
Stetson 
Yellow Jackets 
Rector & Doreen 
DETROIT 
Michigan (21) 
Hill & Hoffman 
Red Dust 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (21) 
Thurston 


(14) 
Rev 


Co 





Independent 





CHICAGO 7 
State Lake (16) 
Prosper & Maret 
Stratf'rd & Mayb’ry 
Vox & Walters 
Dave Seed Co 
Harriett Cruise 
Condos Bros 
Maxine & Bobby 
LONG BEACH 
Strand (13) 
Routan's Dogs 
Gene Gory Co 
3 Lordens 
Kleever & LaRue 
Leonard Fues 





LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (12) 
Wells & Gilmore 
Joan Andrews 
Les Nichols 
Gene Austin 
Handy Coca 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Angeles 3 
Downtown (13) 
7 Debutantes 
3 Walker Sis 
Thorson 
Olive Jones 
Stanley & Kaplan 
Brody & Delevan 





Warner 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


2d half (26-28) 
‘Happiness Again’ 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (21) 
Friedlana'’s Affairs 
(14 


) 
Paul Ash 
4 Franks 
Ray Huling & §S 
D & H Murray 
Minnette Zussen 





Stanley 2 

Chas Kemper 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (21) 

Liazeed Arabs 

Reynolds & White 

Nina Olivette 

Johnny Marvin 


William Hall 
Balabanow 6 
Molasses ‘n’ Jan’ry 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (21) 
Gine DeQuincey & L 

4 Polis 
Lillian Shade 
Foster Ens 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (13) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Tom Mix Circus 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (21) 
Singer's Midgets 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (21) 
Leonard Ceeley 
Gaudsmith Bros 





Tommy Mack Co 
Adler & Bradford 
(Others to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (20) 
Ist half (20-23) 
Florrie La Vere 
Lou Handman 
Mills & Shea 
Marsh & May 
Foley & Leture 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Lloyd Nevada Co 
‘Whitey’ Roberts 
Voltaires 
Jordan & Grace 
(Others to fill) 


Rev 





| Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bal Musette 


Arden & Duncan 
Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignetti 
Pietro 

Bruno 


George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelle Orc 
Cantina Barra 
Raym’'nd & Lucinda 
Gilberto & Jose 
Briceno 
Don Jose Ore 
Casino de Parce 
Bob Alton Rev 
Milton Berle 
Gracie Barry 
Geo Tapps 
Mark Plant 
De Roze 
Peggy Taylor 3 
Leon Belasco Ore 
Jerry Freeman Orc 
Central Pk. Casino 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Beuvel & Tova 
Central Pk. Tavern 
Albert Kavelin Ore 
Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Sandra Swenska 
Medrano & Danna 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chez Marianne 
Marianne Davis 
Wm Farmer Orc 
Club Dawn Patrol 
Jerry Blanchard 
Hal & M Kane 
May O’Brien 
Paul Soyth 
Victor Linn 
Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Lois Elliman 





Geo Owen 
Armond Vallerie 
Jack Meyer Orc 


Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 


Scott-Fisher Ore 
Pete Wavlery 
Georges & Jalna 
Keller & Field 
Faye & Wellington 
Marian Eddy 

Nora & Jaybell 
Continnental Cafe 
Charlie Wright 


Cotton Club 


C C Rev 
Mears & Mears 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Opheia & Pimiento 
John Henry 
Swan & Lee 
Lena Horn 
Bill Bailey 
Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora La Redd 
Coq Rouge 
Joe La YPorte Orc 
Cubanacan 
Remon Sabat 
ABC Trio 
Roderigo & Lila 
Juanita 
Antonio 
Iua Gitanilla 
Don Raphael 
Delmonico’s 
Sid Tomack 
Lafayette & LaV 
Florence Barlow 
Jerry Baker 
Wilma Novak 
Honey Victoria 
Mack & Ortis 
Mike Durso Ore 
Dubonett 
Josk De Barby Orc 
El Chico 
Wences 





Emilio de Torre Orc 
Rosarillo de Triano 
Mona Montes 
Fiamenco 
Rosita Rios 
Nina & Zabal 
Francisco Ramos 
El Morocco 
Jean Sargeant 
Irving Rose's Orc 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
El Tereador 


D J Escarpinter Or 


Trin! Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Juanita 


Ferium & Mara 
Essex House 
Glen Gray Orc 
Firenze 
Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Orc 
H'lyw'd Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orc 
Eloise Martin 
Frances Langford 
Jerry Lester 
Pierce & Harris 
Vera Nizas 
4 Diplomats 
Frank Parrish 
Edith Roark 
Terry Lawlor 
Barbara Blane 
Mills & Kover 
Virginia Vaughan 
Eileen O'Connor 
Jack Star 
Marion Martin 
Pedro Via Cubans 
Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Denny Ore 
Michael Tree Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
Archie Bleyer Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Jos Szigeti Ore 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner Orc 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
Joe Haymes Orc 
Bob Barker 
Ruth Robin 
Hotel Montclair 
Leata Lane 
Franc & Francine 
Claire Willis 
Donald Glynn 
Rosita Ortega 
Felix Ferdinando O 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
D & D Fitzgibbon 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Emil Coleman Orc 
De Marcos 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rich'd Humber Orc 
Joey Nash 
Arman Vecsey Orc 
Hotel Roosevett 
Del Campo Ore 
Bernice Parks 
Pomeroy Rev 
Sarita 
Hotel St. Regis 
Leon Navarra Orc 
Marion Chase 
Capert'n & C’lumb’s 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Joe Moss Orc 
Hotel Weylin 
E Madreguera Orc 
Eva & Reyes 
Vivien Fay 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Wayne Cook Jr 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
Jeanne McCauley 
Rita Renaud 
Greisha 
Rivera Boys 
Claire Osgood 
Chas Albert Ore 
Eddie Davis 
La Rue 
Walker O’Neils Orc 
Dwight Fiske 
Northway & Danilo 
Le Bijou 
Grace Morgan 
Elise Lord 
Peter Marshall 
Mario Di Palo Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Del Pozo Ore 
Ron Perry Orch 
Maison LaFitte 
Max Dolin Ore 


Maisen Voyaat 
A Valentino Ore 
Spicy 
Rita Belle 


Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neill Orc 


Moa Paris 


Gene Fosdicks Orc 
Consuelo Flowerton 


Number One Club 
Mimi Muriel 


Old Roumaniana 


Hy Lemberg 
B Thomashefsky 
Regina Zuckerberg 
Sadie Banks 
Nellie Dougias 
Ethel Bennett 
Anna Fiodorowna 
Al Davis Revue 
A Grabowsky Orc 
Norma Bradley 
Paradise 


NTG Rev 
Sally Rand 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Jackson Irving & R 
Lilian Carmen 
The Hartmans 
Bob Ripa 
Elenore Woods 
Raye Maye 
Rosezell Roland 
Theo Fayne 
Bartlet Simmons 
Bernice Lee 
Jayne Manners 
Park Lane 
Max Bergere’s Orc 
Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal Or 
Eve Symington 
Dario & Brooks 
Jos Zatour Bd 


Rainbow Room 


Lydia & Joresco 
Lucienne Boyer 
Jolly Coburn Qre 


Ritz Tower 


Nat Harris Ore 
Kose’s Music Hall 


Cardini 

Chilton & Thomas 
Al Trahan 

Yukona Cameron 
Carolyn Marsh 
Milton Watson 

6 Rosebuds 

Eagles Co 

Leon Freeman Orc 
Max Fisher Orc 


Savoy-Plaza 


Bob Grant Orc 

Deslys & Clark 
Sherry’s 

Maurice & Cordoba 

Alice Dawn 

Al Ross 

Jos Smith Orc 


St. Moritz Hotel 


Paxton Sis 

Leon Navara Orc 
Royal Jesters 
Chester Towne 
Helen Knot 


Stork Club 


Buddy Wagner. Orc 
Lita Gray Chaplin 


Surf Club 
Maurice Shaw Orc 
Tommy Riley 
Billy Comfort 

Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Orc 
Loretta Lee 


Town Casino 


Jerry Goff 

Jack Kerr 

Alan Cole Orc 

Trouville 

Jim Miller Orc 
Ubangi Club 

Gladys Bently 

Allen Drew 

Bill Baily 

Teddy Hill 
Village Barn 


Beth Challis 

Eddie Ray 

Geo McGuire 

Frances McCoy 

J Medders 

Sir Jack Joyce 

3 Octaves 

Ruth Delmar 

Rose McLean 

Lulu Bates 

Arthur Ball 

Sheriff J Medders 

Grant & Rosely 

Julie Wintz Orc 

Hillbilly Madcaps 
Village Nut Club 

Rae Blue 

Olive White 

Jack Fagan 

Sherr Bros 

Milton Spielman Or 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Carmen 

Xavier Cugat Orc 

Henry King Orc 

Beauvel & Tova 

Zelli’s 

Lois Revel 

Bernard & Graham 

Don Costello Orc 

Neil Litt Orc 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Kay Kyser Orc 
De Mar & Doran 
Gloria Seiter 
Maxine Grey 
Wayne Van Dine 
Reeves & Lew 

Bowery M. H. 
Peggy Leonard 
Louise Strom 
8 Beef Trust Girls 
Sina Leonard 
Harry Singer Orc 

Chez Paree 


Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
Clymastr 
Mario & Floria 
Don Harris 


College Inn 


Geo Olsen Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Colosimo’s 
Wally Vernon 
California 3 
Zorinne 
Lopez & Kolar 
Ethel & Alice 
Peggy Ray 
Lopez & Kolar 
Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Robert Royce 
Eddie Scope 
Patricia Norman 


Marcy & LaBelle 
J Cherniavsky Orc 


Club Alabam 
3 Blonds 
Phyliss Harry 
Gloria Starr 
Bernie Adler 


Gale West 
Miss Patsy McNair 
Eddie Roth Orc 


Club Algiers 
Kay Davison 
Rosita 
Algiers Club Orc 
Evelyn Camen 
The Weismuellers 
Kay Davidson 
Sammy Kahn 
Austin Mack Orc 


Club Minuet 


Frank Sherman 
Adelina Dossena 
tinger Wood 
Mary Grant 
Ben Zimberoff 
Del Estes 
Ercelle Sis 
Maxine Kirk 


Drake Hote! 


Karre Lebarons 
Earl Burnett Orc 


Edgewater Beach 
Alta Warsawska 


Tuesday, December 18, 1934 








AFA’s First Straight Vaude Show 
To Open Jan. 12; Nine-Act Bills 





First 
Actors’ 


of 
show 


American Federation 


vaudeville 
gets going Jan. 12. Cast and open- 
ing spot are not set as yet, but the 
bills will contain nine acts. Ralph 
Whitehead, executive secretary of 
the AFA, will supervise the shows, 
although it is expected that an out- 
side booker will be employed to do 
the actual talent-setting from 
among the member-acts of the or- 
ganization. 

Two theatre scouts are currently 
on the road, lining up houses in 
towns from 25,000 population up, but 
not including the key cities. While 
it is reported that the opening the- 
atre is known, the AFA refuses to 
divulge it until some’ time next 
week, 

The straight vaude show will play 
one, two and three-day dates at 
popular prices, sans pictures. It is 
trying to line up indie theatres on 
a percentage basis. 

According to the present plans, 
acts will get a nominal guarantee, 
and will shar. in the profits on a 
co-op basis. According to White- 
head, the sole idea is to create em- 
ployment for AFA members and not 
chiefly as a venture for profit for 
the AFA itself. 

It is for this reason, according to 
Whitehead, that the shows will not 
go into the key spots. The AFA 
does not want to give the major 
circuits the impression that the 
actors’ organization is going into 
competition with them. 

Towns the scouts are going into 
are those without stage shows of 
any kind. Where there aren't any 
theatres equipped with stages, the 
scouts are trying to line up audi- 
toriums, 


straight 





French Casino 
Paris-Vienna Rev .. PO Sa 
Tom Gerun’s Ore Sam_ ‘Slim 
Gay Nineties Club| V+ Kilroy 
Phil Furman Dan Montgomery 
, 4 é Eddie Meikles 
Sid Raymond Hi Wellington 
Harry LeGrand 
Harry’s N. ¥. Bat Palmer House 
H H r Edgar Bergen 
iv emer Tommy Martin 
Billy Meyers Ber Coesoer 
Elmer Schobel The Fitzgibbons 
Joe Buckley Orch Abbott Dancers 

Hi Hat Club Ted Weems Orc 
Trudy Davidson Paramount Club 
Shannon Sis 


Billy Gray 


Carl Whyte 
Holly Moret 
Hart 


Jack Edwards Shannon Dean 
Bobby Garth Constance Sis 
Effie Burton Andrews Sis 


Velma Hand 
Hollywood 


Eddie Crompton 

Glynn Sis 

Myrtle Jordon 

Buddy Wilson 

Martin's 4 Aces Orc 
Hotel Stevens 

(Continental Room) 

Keith Beecher 

Gypsy Nina 

Flora Duane 


Keith-Beecher Orc 
Royale Frolics 

Joe Lewis 

Giggles Regan 

Bebe Sherman 

Marge & Marie 

N & O Detrick 

Dolores 

Cecil Blair 

Henri Lishon Ore 


Terrace Gardens 
Don Carlos Ore 


K-9 Club Roma Vincent 
Li-Kar Showboy Harlam Jr 
Billy Russell Alice Blue 
Art West Stan Myers Orc 
xe0o. McDowell Via Lago 


Enna Davison 
Ray Nance Orc 
Earl Partello 


Michelob Inn 
Betty Moore 


Delores Marcelle 
Jeannette Graham 
Hal Hiatt’s Ore 


Nut Club 
Cherry Sis 


Rick & Snyder 
Chicak Stanley 
Peggy Laurie 
Lou Blake Ore 
Walnut Room 
(Bismarck Hotel) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Esther Todd 
B & B Dodge 
Fritz Mueller 
Mara Senta 


LOS ANGELES 


Ballyhoo 
Myra Mason 
Murray Sis 
6 Counts of Rhythm 


Biltmore Bowl 


Jimmie Grier Ore 
Kearney Walton 





Sweet and Swander 
Creole Girls 
El Ray Club 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Italian Village 


Kirby & Degage Mazie Richardson 
Tommy Wonder Louise Walker 
Ruth Craven Gray & Hudson 
Rita & Rubin Kings Club 


Marietta 

The Bowery 
Uncle Tom's Cab 
* Cafe de Paree 
E Hoagland Ore 


Tommy Lyman 
Stan Clare's Ore 


Marcell Inn 


Adele Burian 
Julian & Marjorie 


Armand & Diana George Lloyd 
Trudy Wood Patrick & Marsh 
Sylvia & Bettina Thech Ore 
_ Carney Palamor 
Yay bee Nick Stuart 
‘asino Gene Rose 
(Agua Caliente) Charley Blair 
Nirvanna Bob Hemphill 
Julian Marjorie Paris Inn 
Beatrice Ynez ad: ae 
Armida Tovara Bert Rover 
La Francon Helen Burns 
The Casinos June 3rooks 
Merissa Flores Gabriel Casino 
3obby Maytoreno Diana folly 
Benito Bd Weiss Sis 


Rendezvous 
KKay Kalie Orc 
Raymond Littee 
June Marlowe 


The Bowery 


‘James Boys of Mo’ 
10 Dancing Gls 


The Nineties 
Beanies Nighth’wks 
Topsy’s 


Club Continental 
Frank Masters Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Ted FioRito Ore 
Johnny Candido 
Muzzy Marcellino 

3 Debutantes 

Campbell 2 
Clover Club 

Nan Blakstone 





Herbie Kay Orc 





James Kozaks Orc 


Cotton Club 


Dorothy Gilbert 
Lional Hampton Bd 


Redmoa Ore 





+ 
— 





50 YEARS AGO 


(Continued from page 48) 





Palmer to hold back ‘Secretary’ for 
four weeks while he toured his 
‘Nunky.’ Now in the courts charg- 
ing Palmer with having failed to 
do so. 


Cooper & Jackson's circus sold at 
Memphis Dec. 1, under foreclosure. 
Brought about $10,000. Good price 
considering the condition of the 
equipment. Ring stock brought in 
most of the money. 


Millie Christine, Nego Siamese 
twins, won her suit against Adam 
Forepaugh for defamation. He was 
always in litigation, 





D. Hertzog opened a dime museum 
in Washington, with two shows 
daily. Dime down and 20c for a 
seat. House had been Lincoln Hall, 
but never a success as a theatre. 





John A. McCaul! after Wallack’s 
theatre as a home for his comic 
operettas. Played many of his dates 
there. 





Silbon aerial troupe and Elliott 
family of bicyclists filling the be- 
tween-circus weeks with a combina- 
tion with the Wood family. Playing 
the better vaude houses. 

Third avenue theatre housed a 
stock company headed by McKee 
Rankin and his wife,. with five 
others. Co-op contract for three 
years, and four of the seven could 
bind the others for another three 
years. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


Variety’s lead story told that Par- 
amount would be changed. Zukor 
was to go back to production and 
Wall St. would run the theatres. 
Didn’t happen then, but look at it 
now! 


Hopp Hadley had an idea for 
‘movical comedies.’ To be mostly 
film, with four principals and a 
chorus of 20 cutting in at spots. 
Just an idea. 


Two-day, two-round fight between 
Harry Reichenbach and Dave Selz- 
nick in the Astor. First day Selz- 
nick had his glasses broken. Second 
day he handed the press agent a 
shiner. Both rounds short of the 
full three minutes because of inter- 
vention. 


Eddie Darling given full control 
over all Keith bookings, 





Police officials from nearby cities 
gathered in N, Y. to frame a scheme 
of censorship for the theatre. Re- 
garded as camouflage to quiet the 
reformers. Never put into practice. 


VaRIETY sounded the first stroke of 
the knell of the road. Forecast the 
end of touring troupes because s0 
many one-night stands had gone or 
were turning to pictures. 


Wilmer & Vincent building nine 
more yaudfilm houses. 

Old Lyceum theatre, Washington, 
destroyed by fire. Originally known 
as Kernan's and the home of bur- 
lesque. Was probably the first 
house in the country to run a mid- 
night matinee. Done during Inau- 








guration week, and patrons per- 
mitted to sleep in the chairs until 
morning. 

Broadway shows in the pre- 


Christmas slump and pretty sick. 


Shubert managers sore over an 
order to count up at the main office. 
All ticket boxes removed from the 
theatre after the performance and 
checked the following morning. 
Many resigned. 

Move on foot to restore men to 
the box offices. Women had been 
used during the war. 

John Golden had a play, ‘Bumbo,’ 
with a cast consisting of a man and 
a boy. Could not find a sufficiently 
clever boy. 





Song publishing business at its 
peak. Largest incomes on record 
from sheet sales and phonograph 
discs, 
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SUNDAY SHOWS SEEM SURE 





Managers Start Combat for New 
Basic Agreement; Want Film Coin 
and Director Clauses Changed 





Aftermath of the ‘Waltz in Fire’ 
forced closing and the rebuke drawn 
by the Dramatists Guild for the ac- 
tion by an arbitration board, may 
lead to changes in the Basic Mini- 
mum Agreement. Guild has resisted 
changing the text, but it is under- 
stood that managers believe there 
are other points in the agreement 
and such questions will likely be 
arbitrated. Agreement provides for 
arbitration upon application of 
either side. 

One of the differences concerns 
clauses pertaining to picture rights. 
Producer may open Tuesday or 
Wednesday and if the play con- 
tinues until the third succesive Sat- 
urday the manager’s 50% share of 
the film rights are retained, pro- 
vided he pays the author’s royal- 
ties on a pro rata basis for the 
missed performances. In that way 
the play is considered having run 
the full three weeks. But the agree- 
ment stipulates that the board must 
first put its okay on such an ar- 
rangement and only after the author 
assents. ‘ 

It is claimed by managers that no 
such wording was agreed on during 
conferences when the agreement 
was framed. Guild, however, estab- 
lished a precedent which eliminates 
the red tape safeguard but that fact 
is not generally known. Guild of- 
ficers stated at the time that they 
did not care to revise the contract. 


Another point which managers |], 


claim they have no recollection of 
passing on provides for a ‘first class’ 
director to be retained with plays 
six days after opening. No explana- 
tion is made of the wording of that 
clause, which was called to atten- 
tion during the ‘Waltz’ arbitration, 
allegedly for the first time. 
Indications are that whatever 
changes are to be made would come 
when other disputes arise, the ad- 
verse ruling against the Guild being 
figured to hold down friction be- 
tween the organization and the 
managers for the time being. 


‘GIRLS’ OFF INDEF; 
SAM HARRIS WEST 


Sam H. Harris has decided to in- 
definitely postpone the presentation 
of ‘Brirz on the Girls.’ Broadway 
Probably will not see the play until 
Rext season, it needing still further 
script changes. 

Show starred Jack Benny. It was 
sent out twice for try-outs, most 
recently playing two weeks in Bos- 
ton and a split week between 
Springfield and Hartford. Business 
was fairly good. First half of the 
Play is highly satisfactory to the 
producer on comedy strength but a 
wholly new last act is to be con- 
trived by the authors, George S. 
Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind. 

Harris has booked ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’ until April, the revue pos- 
sibly touring throughout the season. 
Plan to follow it with ‘More Cheers,’ 
with the same cast virtually intact, 
fs off until next season. ‘Cheer’ is 
laying off in Chicago this week and 
resumes there next week. 

Producer goes to Palm Springs 
this week, remaining west through 
the winter. 











MONTGOMERY IN ‘MERRILY’ 


Curran 





Opening New Year's in 


L. A., Frisco Follows 





Hollywood, Dee. 17. 

Homer Curran and Herbert Berg- 
stein will be together in production 
of ‘Merrily We Roll Along’ at the 
Belasco here, opening New Year's 
Day. Douglass Montgomery will be 
starred. John Kennedy is being 
brought from New York to do the 
staging. 

Piece will go to San 
following the local run. 


Francisco 





; Missie 





Baltimore, Dec, 17. 

Ina Claire, starring in the 
Gilbert Miller production of 
‘Ode to Liberty,’ current (Mon- 
day and Tuesday) at the Mary- 
land here, is asking for and has 
been made the recipient of the 
formal billing of ‘Miss’ on all 
publicity sent out, in advertis- 
ing, and on paper sheeting. 

Billing was accorded her last 
week during ‘Liberty’ break-in 
at the National, Washington, 
and will hold during the New 
York run of the piece, which 
commences Friday (21) at the 
Lyceum. 


Baby Case Again 
Nixed by Equity; 
No Jurisdiction 


Matter of the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Camp free show, ‘Baby Mine,’ 
which operated under a federal re- 
lief fund but was withdrawn and 
the company disbanded after inter- 
nal trouble, again came before 
Equity’s Council last week. Latter 
acted upon a petition for reconsid- 
eration after it had tossed out the 
complaints of players that they 
were not well treated in the camps. 

Players sought to have Equity 
intervene so that they would be re- 
installed on the drama project’s re- 
lief payroll. Council decided that 
since it doesn’t interfere with the 
engaging or dismissal of actors by 
commercial managers, it would not 
intervene in the conduct of the CCC 
show management. It was pointed 
out that the ‘Baby’ unit was the 
only show of 27 operating in the 
camps and around New York city 
to make a complaint. 

Equity, too, thought that such 
controversies might impair the re- 
lief show project, if not bringing it 
to a close, should they be brought 
before city and federal authorities. 

Col. Earle Boothe, head of the 
CCC movement, returned from a 
tour of the camps accompanied by 
Chandos Sweet, chief aide. Shows 
will be one-nighting in 180 camps 
shortly after New Year’s. 


‘Cheer’s’ Chi Lay-Off 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


After an eight-week capacity run 
here, ‘As Thousands Cheer’ will lay 
off for the pre-Christmas week in 
town, 

Will reopen on Christmas night 
at the Grand theatre to continue 
its run. 























BENEFIT FOR LIL LORRAINE 


A. benefit in aid of Lillian Lor- 
raine, former ‘Follies’ star, is being 
arranged. Miss Lorraine is barely 
able to walk because of a spinal 
injury believed to have been in- 
curred in a fall downstairs at the 


one time Fifty-Fifty club, New 
York. 

Group of former show girls 
headed by Kitty Mahoney are ac- 


which 
Ken- 


tive in readying the affair, 
will be handled by Frank J. 





nedy, Forrest hotel. 
ALLEN CAST 
Lester Allen has been signed for 


the lead in “The Little Shot,’ com- 
edy by Percivale Wilde. Show goes 
into rehearsal some time this week. 








Pearson & Baruch are producing. 


EQUITY FORGED 
TO ACQUIESCE? 


Actors Organization in 
Middle, with Other Stage 
Unions in Favor—Pro- 
ducers Get Ready—May 
Drop Monday Nights 








DEPENDS ON ALBANY 





Sundays seem to be ganging up 
on Equity. Last week’s Council 
session was principally devoted to 
discussing Sabbath night legit per- 
formances. Although there was no 
further negative expression supple- 
menting the recent resolution of the 
body as opposed to Sundays, senti- 
ment seemed to veer around, with 
seeming indication that Equity will 
eventually change its viewpoint. 

That the change will come soon 
is predicated on the action in Al- 
bany, where the Assembly is ex- 
pected to okay Sunday shows. One 
of the two bills on the calendar 
would give local option to New 
York state’s communities. 

Discussion touched on the fact 
that other cities are playing Sun- 
day nights, which made the ban in 
the metropolis illogical, and also the 


fact that nearly all other forms of 
amusement are given in New York. 
From the actors’ standpoint, the op- 
position is even less understand- 
able. Name players who shouted 
‘no’ when the Sunday thing arose, 
have repeatedly played on the Sab- 
bath in vaudfilm theatres—four and 
five shows on that day. 

Point that seemed to sway the 
Council was the action of the other 
stage unions (stage hands and mu- 
sicians), who favor Sundays. Equity 
realizes it is in the middle and will 
be virtually finessed into okaying 
Sunday shows. 

It is believed that if the Sunday 
thing becomes legal and Equity 
persists in opposing such perform- 
ances, it will cook up plenty of 
trouble for the organization. Be- 
lieved that when and if the Sunday 
law is signed by the governor— 
should Equity still hold out—man- 
agers will order actors to appear. 
It is expected that players will per- 
form under such a situation. 

If Sundays come to Broadway it 
is anticipated that performances 
will be given on that night instead 
of Mondays during mos” of the sea- 
son, but during the summer Sab- 
bath shows would be switched to 
Monday. 

Equity’s leader, Frank Gillmore, 
virtually conceded Sunday perform- 
ances in an editorial appearing in 
the association’s current house or- 
gan. Article prepared members to 
expect the matter to come up at 
yesterday’s general meeting at the 
Astor, but mention was made of the 
subject. 

Pro and con of Sundays were set 
forth and the information that the 
pending bills to legalize legit Sun- 
days have powerful support, while 
blue nose organizations which for- 
merly opposed such legislation, are 
now virtually inactive. He also 
pointed out that the State Federa- 
tion of Labor endorsed the meas- 
ures over his seemingly firm op- 
position. That, he took as a sign 
that the support Equity has had 
from labor has been withdrawn. 

Stated: ‘To be quite frank about 
it, the only body now in opposition 
to Sunday performances is the Ac- 
tors’ Equity Association.’ 

Also set forth: ‘Whether it 
(Equity) still is determined to pre- 
vent Sunday performances even if 
they are legalized, is something that 
Equity members may very well con- 
sider seriously and soberly in ad- 
vance of the placing of the issue 
before them. That it will be placed 
before them and probably soon, is 
something that no observer of the 
situation can doubt.’ 





‘Washington Readies Action on Tax 


Collections from 


B way; Cut-Raters 


Will Go to Courts for ‘Protection 








Chicago Realism 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Saloon backroom scene in 
‘Ah, Wilderness,’ interests 
north side Bowery bartenders. 
The song ‘Bedelia’ on the 
nickel piano and the painted 
woman seem to take the muggs 
back to their youth. 

‘But the layout ain’t authen- 
tic,’ said one oldtimer. “There 
ain’t any sawdust on the floor.’ 

One gent asked for O’Neill’s 
address to make a complaint. 

‘But he’s done pretty good 
for a guy who ain’t been 
around,’ he admitted. 


ABBEY, CARTE 
GROUPS BWAY 
FINALES 


Abbey Players closed its season 
in New York Saturday (15) night 
with a celebration on stage for 
Barry Fitzgerald. The audience at 
the final performance was invited 
to stick around and listen in. Actor 
was presented with a scroll, call- 
ing him the ‘most versatile charac- 
ter actor alive,’ and several speeches 
were made. 

Embarrassing situation for Fitz- 
gerald arose during the week when 
workers of the Abbey troupe first 
conceived the plan of feting the ac- 
tor. Someone decided that best 
thing to do would be to present him 
with a plaque autographed by all 
the New York dramatic critics on 
which he was to be called, over 
their signatures, the ‘most distin- 
guished character actor’ alive. The 
boys all ducked on that one, so it 
was changed to the scroll and the 
shifted adjective. 

D’Oyly Carte company, other im- 
portee which closed its season Sat- 
urday, also had a bit of a celebra- 
tion. Orchestra played the ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ immediately after 
the performance, and there was 
some mild speechifying. 


COHN-SCANLON SHOW, 
PATHS, REOPENS XMAS 


Abe Cohn and Eddie Scanlon’s 
maiden legit producing effort was 
disposed of to Albert Bannister, the 
duo going for a $12,000 loss. Their 
show, ‘So Many Paths,’ closed a. 
the Ritz, New York Saturday (15) 
and is due to resume at the Ambas- 
sador Christmas night. Cohn-Scan- 
lon retain a financial interest, split- 
ing 60-40 above $2,500 and to co- 
present with Bannister. 

Bannister took Abbott & Dun- 
ning’s inauspiciously gaited ‘Kill 
That Story’ early in the season and 
made a run out of it via cut rates. 

Norma Terris, featured in ‘Paths,’ 
three 




















was out, through illness, for 
performances Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, substituted by Mildred Baker, 
understudy, who herself was ill. 
Other breaks figured in the show’s 
earl folding. When Miss Terris re- 
turned to the cast she was in bad 
voice and only essayed singing the 
seale for her audition scene. 


Air Sailors’ Play 


Siliewenl. Dec. 17. 
‘Ceiling Zero,’ an aviation play by 
Frank Wead, former naval air of- 
ficer, will be produced in New York 
by Courtney Burr. 
Wead is currently scenario writ- 


+ 


Washington claims Broadway owes 
the Internal Revenue Department 
plenty of coin on admission taxes, 
particularly on cut-rate_ tickets. 
Checkers for the department esti- 
mate about $47,000 due on the Shu- 
bert and 44th Street theatres alone, 
while the claim concerning collec- 
tions on passes to Shubert houses is 
well above the $100,000 mark. 

Claim on cut-rates is being con- 
tested, with Leblang principally in- 
volved and an abatement is expect- 
ed to be granted. Inequity in the 
admission tax law, which requires 


the payment of 10% on the original 
price of tickets regardless of what 
price they are actually sold for is 
the basis for the abatement plea. 

Result is that on tickets sold by 
Leblangs, 20% of the purchase price 
is collected. If the printed price of 
tickets is $3 ($3.30 with the tax) 
and sold by Leblangs at $1.50, 
agency is required to get $1.80 per 
ticket. Right to re-establish the 
price has been denied by Washing- 
ton. 

For a year or so, no tax is said to 
have accompanied cut-rate sales. 
Admissions tax law, when amended 
about two years ago, specifically set 
forth the double taxing of cut rates. 
It was charged and not denied that 
certain ticket interests, at that time 
not so friendly with Leblang, in- 
spired that clause to embarrass the 
cut rate mart. 

Revenue people now say that be- 
cause of the wording of the law all 
such taxes are due. However, it is 
set forth that should the failure to 
collect from the buyer not be wilful 
neglect, liability shall not be proven. 
For that reason it is believed the 
claims will be adjusted or voided, 
because Leblangs has faithfully col- 
lected and paid the double tax since 
the ruling was made. 

Late Joe Leblang committed him- 
self to the Shuberts to the effect 
that if the government called for the 
payment of tax on the original price 
of tickets which he disposed of at 
cut rates, he would make the pay- 
ment—theatres are held responsible 
for the admission tax, not agencies. 
For that reason Leblangs will con- 
test the claim which, if it were to 
include other theatres, would mount 
to a fortune. 

For several months auditors on 
the CWA payroll have been going 
over the accounts of agencies and 
theatres and their reports are the 
basis of the collector’s claims. Pass 
money claim has been ruled on sev- 
eral times’ by Washington. Collec- 
tion of 40c. per person on passes is 
also involved. Although managers 
say such coin is a service charge or 
‘employees admission,’ collector de- 
clares ‘free’ admissions calling for 
the ‘tax’ are the same as cut-rates 
and therefore 10% of the full vaiue 
of the admission is due the govern- 
ment. If 80c. is charged on a pair 
of free ducats, 60c. is payable to the 
collector if the scale is $3 top and 
50c, if the top price is $2.50 





Alexander Gray’s Home 
Badly Damaged in Fire 


fire did considerable 
Stony Brook, L. L., 
of 





Mysterious 
damage to the 
residence of Alexander Gray, 
musical comedy. 

Fire is believed to have been of 
incendiary origin and is being of- 
ficially investigated. It occurred 
while the Grays were away. 

The Stony Brook theatrical colony 
is about 18 miles from the Kings 
county hospital for the mentally de- 
ficient, and the local constabulary 
is trying to link a possible connec- 
tion, Other mysterious fires are be- 
lieved to have been started in that 





ing here. 


area. 
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Equity Socked $40,000 by Court 
For Closing ’31 Show, Will Appeal 














TOP LEGIT PRICE? 


‘Gay Divorce,’ on Profit-Sharing 
Basis May Hit New High 








mark figure for Broadway 
probably 


High 
llegit picture rights will 




























































































Lillian Hellman, Due West, Rewrites 
Her Own Hit Play Whilst Packing 
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evidence reviews of the play, which Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. The Shrine relights its stage for a| postponed ‘Star’ indefinitely. out into the lobby at the end of the the | 
were uniformly adverse. Argument American Theatre Society, sub-| series of legit dates, including Understood the deal for ‘Star’s’| Searing second act muttering ‘the the 
of Du Roy was that because he was | ...i tion organization may find the | Walker Whiteside in ‘Master of presentation also calls for the pro- | Woman-who wrote this play ought that 
forced to shut the show he lost all . Soest anid me : Sallantrae,’ Dec. 21; ‘Vanities,’ Jan.| duction of Barry's ‘Wild Harps|to be shot,’ a little slip of a girl wee! 
chance of making a profit and also | S06 Plenty ough here as well aS / 13 ana ‘Roberta,’ April 21. Playing, a fantasy which ealls for | (Miss Hellman says she weighs 117 Hou 
the picture rights were destroyed. | elsewhere in the future. Plenty of ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ played here last| settings estimated to cost $50,000. pourds) steps forth and says, ‘I a 
_ film ——— oF atid to a squawks already being registered, | week. It may be off, too. ah = pay, lady.’ pe 
seen even interested in the play’s ss Hellman denie iy t 
picture possibilities and no bids tn due to the fact that ATS has so far She says she only gs Bowe ’ a 
known to have been made. delivered only one play of its sched- * * —she doesn’t talk back. en 
Size of the verdict stunned Equity | uled series and has nothing at all Inside Stuff—Le t A Nasty Woman? Bry: 
officers, but upon reconsideration it|in sight. Where the other shows Sometimes they gasp, ‘What kind TI 
was felt the excessive amount|are to come from remains some- of a woman could have written this ‘Pip 
would be lessened, or that there is | thing of a mystery. beens play?’ Miss Hellman never minds. as 
EE er a eee Tit re | a Aithoueh the Dramatists Guild lost in the arbitration sult on “Walts| Sraxs"thout the author its ber 
trial stated that the defense was] ries, coming in here Dec. 27 for a in Wied. ORO Che promecae wan om ba Wie GHNGRK Wire has Reem He cause. inew ennedens “< ide tiey mN 
given little chance to refute the] nine-day stay, has been cancelled. precedent established and situation is likely to come up-again on future the author with er egy ‘an 4 Cari 
allegations of Du Roy. Repeatedly,| Due to Max Gordon's decision to age ce mt ae Sip Sak Sane Che Gees lest 68 WP week Oe SERENE, Sut People who don't Zo into a thing ord 

é . - ‘ : g 
objections of counsel for Equity | withdraw the plece after indiffer- it is pointed out that legally an arbitration decision carries no weight very deeply, stupid people, always $16, 
ene anenenied ent tryout atops in Philadelphia and in court. That is because whereas a court takes up all angles of a case,| 4, “that. wer me the heat pete as s 
Indicated that the testimony of | Washington. an arbitration committee is presumed to judge each case specifically! spout the play is the pi tc Phil 
Herbert Rawlinson, one of thé cast,| Even if ‘Mary of Scotland’ ana | ° its own and must not be influenced by any other facts or set of facts.| quring intermission. The more play 
to the effect that all the players | ‘Ah, Wilderness’ do come through, Another angle is that the arbitration committee in awarding the pro- | violent they are the better I like it. chr 
except Anne Sutherland agreed to| it'll have to be without subscrip- | 4¥cers, Harmon & Ullman, the case and $500, stated that the Guild was/ They prove the play interests them scri 
walt two weeks for their salaries,| tion auspices, since both shows ‘arbitrary in closing the show’. Guild figures that this is obvious to the| disturbs them enough to get bitter Bro: 
probably influenced the jury more| were offered here last season by effect that no one denies the Guild can close a show if it sees fit, but] about it.’ Chr 

‘than any other item. However,|ATS. Only subscription piece here | ™Ust take a bit more precaution on reasons for so doing. In other words,| In one of her interviews in the ‘Kil 
Equity managed to introduce evi- | so far was ‘Valley Forge,’ and there | Guild feels, the theory that the Guild, or the author, can fold a show if| dailies Miss Hellman was described nist 
dence to the effect that the show | were plenty of customer squawks | "0°t satisfied with the production still holds. This view was expressed |as the kind of a girl who opens bot- ae 
grossed only $2,000 in the five days | on this, too, most of them complain- | bY the Guild in communications to members, although the Guild refused | tles with her teeth. This, she says, 
prior to closing. That sum may|ing that they were assured tried-|to make any public statement in the case, pointing out that there was/| isn’t true. She seldom opens bot- as 

have sounded like something to the | and-tested plays and not tryouts, {| nothing to say except that it had lost a case. tles at all, because when she tries 
jury and the court, who were, ap-| Subscription takings here have _ os eee Se Sere 8th 
arent i i . 3 ss Hellman is i oUF 
parently, junfaziliar with show | fallen off considerably in last tow] Settings for ‘The Saint's Husband,’ slated for the Belasco, N. ¥.. but] a girl who is pleased, tremendously on 
y ’ never be used, utnor € al 

(Continued on page 62) what they were at the peak. trouble the reason given by the expectant producers, D. A. Doran, Jr., sag eres aa oe Regine Aft 
ee and Nielson and Hanna, At the dress rehearsal, B. Iden Payne, who] the script, ‘The Children's — ‘F 

collaborated with Rosemary Casey in the writing, wasn’t so pleased, (c t1 a wee 
either. He found that cutting had reduced the playing time to one hour ontinued on page. 58) Kin 
and 20 minutes. aay 
? Payne, former director for Charles Frohman, and for years drama DULUTH CIVIC REP wr 
i professor at Carnegie Tech, Pittsburgh, was unable to be present at A, 
most rehearsals. Miss Casey was one of Payne's students at Tech, and| Will Be First Stock Co. in Town ee 
understood she also objected to changes suggested by the producers. Since 1926 tial 
Payne is due in London to take charge of the Shakespeare theatre, sho 
Stratford-on-Avon, Duluth, Dec. 17. wit 
Duluth will have a Civic Reper- ‘s 
With too many people giving orders, light cues were missed and all tory company next summer and a For 
manner of mishaps occurred at the premiere of ‘Calling All Stars’, War-| "°” playhouse for such productions oe 
ners’ Hollywood, New York. Stage equipment, too, not up to legit show re Soon as possible. Little theatre, 7 
requirements and for some strange reason the gridiron was dropped some ollowing its winter season, will *. 
20 feet during recent changes made to the stage. With but a 50-foot potato & season of Grama from - " 
reach little flat stuff can be flown. ‘wie ro Ave. 1, according <0 Jobn aro 
Show’s producer, Lew Brown, was plenty steamed, but during a quieter hob og motes =} director. Directors wee 
moment he cracked: ‘Life Begins at 8:40 at the Winter Garden, while] ooegs os —_ policy and pro- 
Lew Brown dies at 11:15 at Warners Hollywood.’ form pte ot onus Arte han will 
Show underwent cutting, pruning and reroutining right after the! new Prien ous of a fund for o 
opening. The joint Brown-Warner Bros. management also now concedes Plane are under w : 
that the $8.80 opening night tap was too steep and chilled the customers| ‘The Milky Way. te te tollenud n 
into a ‘show me’ attitude i ~y his =o’ ee a 
. with ‘The Curtain Rises,’ ‘There's 4 cs 
Always Juliet,’ ‘The Smiling Hour,’ as 
Reported that Equity kayoed any idea which Frankwyn, producer of} 42nd a drama to be selected later to med 
‘Revenge With Music’, may have had on rewriting parts of the musical.| feature a final festival week. A 
Kayo was on the extra rehearsals which would be needed during the Group has a membership of 1,000. the 
two week layoff. Duluth has not had a dramatie Foa 
Thus, the show ig expected to reopen as was on Christmas Eve. stock company since 1926. 
Laurence Schwab scrammed for Florida last week but not to revive Whiteside Touring 
that tabloid he published at Miami Beach last season. It was called = , Ea 
_ the Tribune and ran all of 12 weeks. Schwab never did say how much Walker Whiteside will begin a 
° the venture in newspaper publishing finished in the red. road tour of “The Master of Ballan- 
Producer went by plane and is expected back within a month. tree, an adaptation of the Robert 
OUT SOON Louis Stevenson story, at Indian | 
The D'Oyly Carte troupe, which went on tour from New York after pag <tr be re\ 
: y will include New Ore 
Saturday (15), expects to be back on Broadway in two years. When it| leans, Portland, Ore. Seattle, V: the 
2 was suggested the company split the season annually between London couver St Paul Minuen 1i 4 vey 
Advertising Copy May Be Sent and New York, the Gilbert and Sullivan exponents sald: ‘What about the Chicago R er en an 
4 | Provinces? We really cannot neglect them’, When hour concludes in Chic: bor 
a , _ ’ n Chicago 
Now to Any Variety Office in the spring, Whiteside plans to on 
Brock Pemberton appears to be the white haired boy among the ticket | Produce a new play there. 
——— right now, although last season, active with the ticket control £3 a 
thing, he was hardly popular. Ms 
CHICAGO NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD Even distribution of tickets for Pemberton’s comedy hit, ‘Personal ENGAGEMENTS - 
Woods Theatre Bids. 154 West 46th St. 1708 No. Vine Street Appearance’, Miller, New York, is the reason the specs smile when the Ethel Wilson, Frank Rowan, Sel- 
manager comes around. ena Royle, William Harrigan, Alice ‘ 
erica: Quinn, Charlee” Lactensa jm 
4 : inn, Char : 
t = ° Gilbert Miller planed to Washington several times last week in Leland | Amn Dero and Roy LeMay, ‘Portrait by 
; a ES emalin nc ange Hayward’s flying machine. Latter is a play broker, the only one owning | °f Gilbert.’ wh 
r a plane. Ann Mason, ‘Fly Away Home.’ 
Ship is operated by an experienced pilot, although Hayward is licensed. Pe ao Tae Taneme, TH 
es ° 
a 
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Thumbs Up’ Mild $16,000 in 
“Stevedore Sock 106, ‘Fever’ $6,500 





Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Not much improvement shown in 
Philly’s legit, but now the blame is 
being put on the normal pre-Christ- 
mas depression. May or may not be 


e. ‘ 
Wnddie Dowling’s ‘Thumbs Up’ re- 
yue isn’t doing what it rates at the 
Forrest. First night, with Demo- 
erats back of him and out in force, 
was big, though not the expected 
sellout by nearly 100 seats. Biz there- 
after was disappointing with only 
$16,000 grossed on the week. Show 
needs around $23,000 to break. Gen- 
eral consensus is that Dowling has a 
potential smash, although first night 
was far too long. Favorable word- 
of-mouth should build second week's 
gross. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ another tryout, 
got decidedly mixed notices after its 
opening at the Chestnut, and, al- 
though helped by subscription, 
didn’t get over $6,500. On the other 
hand, ‘Stevedore,’ in for two weeks 
at the Garrick, got off to a whale of 
a start, with local union forces vir- 
tually buying out the first night. 
Thereafter trade slid off some, but 
still plenty good, and $10,000 report- 
ed at a $2 top. 

The Pursuit of Happiness’ finally 

wound up its stay at the Broad, get- 
ting 15 weeks in all and $6,000 on 
the final week. “The Milky Way,’ at 
the Erlanger, slipped so decidedly 
that it called it a run after two 
weeks instead of trying for four. 
House is dark thjs week, reopening 
Christmas night with ‘Kill That 
Story.’ 
.. ‘Slightly Deliirous’ folded sudden- 
ly before last Monday’s performance, 
and Walnut is dark. Reopening 
promised on Christmas with Bill 
Bryant’s Showboat outfit. 

This week’s only newcomer is 
‘Piper Paid,’ tryout in for single 
week at the Broad, with the man- 


. agement declaring definitely it is 


using the 40% pass-tax or cut-rat- 
ing systems. 

Next week brings the D’Oyly 
Carte company to the Forrest. Mail 
order sale by Saturday was over 
$16,000, unprecedented and figured 
as some kind of a modern record for 
Philly The G. and S. operas will 
play here three weeks. Chestnut 
gets ‘Living Dangerously’ on 
Christmas Eve. Two weeks on sub- 
scription for this Shubert tryout. 
Broad has ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
Christmas Eve and the Erlanger 
‘Kill That Story’ on Christmas 
night. Garrick is dark Christmas 
week, but has the Abbey Players 
New Year’s week. ‘Point Valaine’ 
comes to the Chestnut on Jan. 7. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Broad, 
15th and final week). Great run 
ended, $6,000, remarkable. ‘Piper 


Paid’ this week and 
Afternoon’ Christmas. 

‘Petticoat Fever’ (Chestnut, Ist 
week). Mild tryout, starring Dennis 
King, $6,500, mostly on subscription. 
‘Living Dangerously’ follows on 
Christmas Eve. 

‘Thumbs Up’ (Forrest, 1st week). 


‘One Sunday 


‘Eddie Dowling show has a fort- 


night’s engagement. Figured poten- 
tial smash, but biz not what it 
should be with $16,000. D’Oyly Carte 
with terrific mail order sale next. 


‘Stevedore’ (Garrick, 1st week). 
Fortnight’s run should be highly 
profitable; $10,000 last week at $2 


top. Abbey Players on New Year’s. 
‘Milky Way’ (Erlanger, 2d week). 


‘Closed Saturday instead of making 


a month's full stay. Somewhere 
around $4,000. House dark this 
week, 


S. Carlo $12,000 


Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 17. 

More than 15,500 persons paid 
approximately $12,000 to attend four 
performances of the San Carlo 
grand opera company at the Shrine 
auditorium. 

Attendance was hotcha despite 
the bad weather and snow-blocked 
roads, 








L. A. SEPIA REVUE 


Eam Dancer Readying It for Mayan 
After Holidays 





Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Earl Dancer is planning a colored 
revue to open at the Mayan after 
the holidays. Piece will have Har- 
vey Brooks, Otis and Leon Renee 
and Ben Ellison working on the 
book, lyrics and music. Same combo 
did ‘Lucky Day.’ 

Cast will include Alex Lovejoy, 
Eddie Anderson and Jeannie Le- 
Gon. Latter, 16 - year-old colored 
singer, just signed by Radio. 





‘No Mind of Her Own,’ comedy by 
Turner Bullock, has been bought 
by Dmitri Ostrov, who will produce 
when casting is completed. 


= == 


Philly: 








Current Road Shows 


Week Dec. 16 





‘Ah Wilderness,’ Erlanger, Chi- 


cago. 


‘Follies,’ Metropolitan, Minneapo- 
lis. 


Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 17-18. 


‘Ode to Liberty,’ Maryland, Balti- 
more, 17-18. 


‘Petticoat Fever,’ Chestnut, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Petrified Forest,’ Parsons, Hart- 
ford, 20-22. 

‘Piper Paid,’ Broad, Philadelphia. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Plymouth, 
Boston. 

‘Roberta,’ Cass, Detroit, 16-19. 

‘Romance,’ Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Stevedore,’ Garrick, Philadelphia. 

‘Thumbs Up,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia,. 

‘Vanities,’ Joplin, Mo., 17. 

Walter Hampden Repertory, Colo- 
nial, Boston, 


KATH CORNELL 
$10,000, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 17. 

Big balcony and gallery trade 
gave Katharine Cornell’s production 
of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ approximately 
$10,000 on its three-day stay at the 
Nixon last week. Downstairs was 
way off, due to $3.30 top, highest 
ever charged for Shakespeare 
around here. Acting and production 
both drew fine notices from cricks, 
but couldn’t overcome that stiff 
tariff. 

Saturday matinee was virtually a 
sell-out and upper two floors were 
near capacity at all four perform- 
ances. Generally agreed that it was 
finest presentation of Bard’s classic 
to hit town within recent memory. 

Nixon is dark again, and looks as 
if will remain that way for some 
time. 

‘Gather Ye Rosebuds,’ which was 
to have come in next week for a 
nine-day stay, has been cancelled, 
and there’s not a thing in sight. 
Only definite bookings are ‘As Thou- 
sands Cheer’ and D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co., but no dates have yet 
been set for either. 


Cowl’s $9,800 Start 
Rates Okay in Boston; 
‘Pursuit,’ $3,200, Quits 


Boston, Dec. 17. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ starring 
Jane Cowl and John Halliday, at 
the Plymouth, only new play in 
town, garnered most of the spare 
coin from the Christmas shoppers 
with a $9,800 opener. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness’ at the Hol- 
lis closed six and a half weeks with 
a satisfactory finale. House goes 
dark until Christmas night, when 
Blanche Ring opens in ‘Her Mas- 
ter’s Voice.’ 

Walter Hampden, presenting a 
week’s repertoire, opens at the Co- 
lonial today (Monday). Lunt and 
Fontanne come into Colonial in 
‘Point Valaine’ Christmas night. 
Then, Jan. 14, the D’Oyly Carte 
company opens for four weeks of 
Gilbert-Sullivan. 

‘Fly Away Home,’ Theron Bam- 
burger production, with Tom Mitch- 
ell, opens at the Plymouth Dec. 27. 
Eva LeGallienne brings ‘L’Aiglon’ 
to the Shubert for week of Jan. 7. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Plymouth— 
Shaping up into above average con- 
versational piece with Continental 
background. Jane Cowl § starred, 
supported by John Halliday and 
competent cast. Opening week sat- 
isfactory, $9,800. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Hollis— 
Final stanza of six and a half weeks 
got fair $3,200 for the bundling 
marathon. 

















Hampden in Worcester 


Worcester, Mass., Dec. 17. 

Vaudeville at the Plymouth was 
interrupted last Thursday night 
(13) long enough for Walter Hamp- 
den and compay to offer ‘Richelieu.’ 

Balcony was fairly well filled, but 
customers downstairs were few and 
far between, 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Battleship Gertie’, Courtney 
Burr. 

‘Accent On Youth’ 
Love’), Crosby Gaige. 

‘Little Shot’, Pearson and 
Baruch, 

‘Living Dangerously’, 
berts. 

‘Old Maid’, Henry Moses. 

‘The O'Flynn’, Russell Jan- 
ney. 

‘Baby Pompadour’, 
and Gernhardat. 

‘Mother Lode’, 
Tuerk. 

‘Point Valaine’, Noel Coward, 
J. C. Wilson. 

‘Birthday’, Harmon and Ull- 
man. 

‘Laburnum§ Grove’, 
Miller and Shuberts. 

‘Fools Rush In’, Leonard Sill- 
man. 

‘Music Hath Charms’, 
berts. 


Piper’ $3,500 on Balto 
Break-In; Indie Maryland 
Getting All the Action 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 

‘Piper Paid,’ in its break-in week 
at the indie Maryland, approximated 
$2,500 at $1.50 top. 

Maryland, which is independently 
booked by resident general manager, 
Leonard B. McLaughlin, is hogging 
the spotlight as regards what is 
due into town from now on. UBO 
house, Ford’s, is shrouded and has 
nothing inked in, though it might 
possibly secure an attraction for 
Xmas week, 

Ina Claire, in ‘Ode to Liberty,’ 
opens tonight (Monday) for two 
days at $2.75 top. Played last week 
at the National, Washington, UBO 
site, and fact that McLaughlin 
seized it for an indie spotting here 
has caused quite some talk. The 
piece, which opens Dec. 21 at the 
Lyceum, N. Y., has rolled up a 


sizable advance, and looks to sweep 
the ticket shelf clean for the two 
performances. McLaughlin packed 
up the four local newspaper crix 
late last week and took ’em to the 
Capital so they could review the 
play in advance and have their no- 
tices in print today (Monday), ahead 


(old 


Shu- 


Dreifuss 


Busher and 


Gilbert 


Shu- 














of the show’s opening here. New 

angle around these parts. 
Maryland won’t have any legit 

show Xmas week, though it will 


illumine for a single evening when 
the Princeton Triangle annual mu- 
sical, this year tagged ‘Stags at 
Bay,’ comes in at $2.50 top. House 
is being taken on straight rental 
basis. 

New Year’s week may possibly 
find something at Ford’s, but the 
Maryland will show ‘The Old Maid,’ 
Harry Moses presentation, co-star- 
ring Judith Anderson and Helen 
Menken. Top will be $2.75, save 
New Year’s eve, when will be shot 
up to $3.30, which will be tallest 
figure asked for legit around here 
in more than a year. Mail orders 
to date have nearly exhausted the 
opening holiday performance. 

Maryland has a further booking 
on Jan. 14 when a new opus, ‘The 
Private Road,’ breaks in for a week 
prior to Broadway. Play, authored 
by John Carlton, will star Benita 
Hume. Harold Berg and David Le- 
derman, doing ‘Piper Paid’ under 
the corporate title of Harry Albert, 
will present. 


B’way Faces Biggest Opening Week 
In 5 Years; Lew Brown ‘All Stars 


Opens Raggedly but Shows Promise 





New plays will gang up on Broad- 
way next (Christmas) week, there 
being 12 or more arrivals carded. 
Ten new productions, plus several 
special attractions, are listed. It is 
the heaviest holiday card in five 
years, five premieres being slated 
for Christmas night. In addition, 
‘Revenge With Music,’ laying off 
two weeks, will resume at the New 
Amsterdam on the eve of the holi- 
day. 

Fall drop in theatre attendance, 
which annually sets in after 
Thanksgiving, caused heavier de- 
clines in grosses last week than 
usual. Not more than half a dozen 
attractions held their pace and only 
two approximated capacity. 

‘Calling All Stars,’ major musical 
which arrived last week at the con- 
verted Warners’ Hollywood, drew an 
unlucky first-night break, with an 
adverse press resulting. Nothing 
seemed to go right back stage and 
the light cues went awry, too. By 
Sunday (premiere was Thursday, 
13), when a benefit performance was 
played, the revue ran smoothly and 
was so much improved that Lew 
Brown, its producer, will invite the 
critics to take another look. 

Standouts in business last week 
were ‘Anything Goes,’ which topped 
$32,000, and ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
again capacity at $15,000. Shows 
which held their own included ‘The 
Farmer Takes a Wife’ and ‘Page 
Miss Glory.’ ‘The Great Waltz’ 
dropped to $36,000, which was top 
money on the street but the lowest 
mark for the show since the open- 
ing, while most other shows went to 
new lows for the engagement. 

Two other openings last week 
were ‘Valley Forge,’ Guild, which 
drew a good press, but run chances 
of which are not definite, and ‘Sail- 
ors of Cattaro,’ a non-profit propa- 
ganda drama, which will probably 
not stir from 14th street. Three 
other scheduled premieres were 
postponed—‘The Sky’s the Limit,’ 
moved to this week’s card; ‘The 
O’Flynn,’ now due next week, and 
‘Bright Star,’ off indefinitely. 

Next week’s premieres: ‘Rain 
from Heaven,’ Golden; ‘Accent on 
Youth’ (‘Old Love’), Plymouth; 
‘Piper Paid,’ Ritz; ‘Fools Rush In,’ 





Playhouse; ‘The O’Flynn,’ Broad- 
way; ‘Birthday,’ 49th Street; ‘Music 


Hath Charms,’ Majestic; ‘Baby 
Pompadour,’ Vanderbilt; ‘Slightly 
Delirious,’ probably the Morosco. 


‘Thums Up’ postponed until early 
January at the St. James. 

In addition Walter Hampden 
opens in rep at the 44th Street, and 
Ruth Draper will appear at the Bar- 
rymore. 

‘So Many Paths’ stopped at the 
Ritz, but may resume next week at 
the Ambassador; ‘The Night Re- 
members’ folded at the Playhouse. 
‘The First Legion’ picked up, and 
engagement at the Biltmore was ex- 
tended another three weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Anything Goes,’ Alvin (5th week) 
(M-1,355-$4.40). Exception to the 
rule; last week, when most shows 
skidded, new musical smash over 
capacity nearly all shows; $32,000. 

‘Bright Star,’ Plymouth. Postponed 
indefinitely; house gets ‘Accent on 
Youth’ (‘Old Love’) next week. 

‘Calling All Stars,’ Hollywood 
(2nd week) (R-1,607-$4.40). Mis- 








Blizzard Crimps Chi Legit Grosses; 


‘Wilderness’ 166; ‘Cheer’ Laying Off 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 





Pre-Xmas| week is here again.} time. 
One play will call a recess for the} Estimates for Last Week 
session, while the other shows in | ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Grand 
town decide to struggle through. | (1,200; $3.30) (7th week) QUay-off). 
‘As Thousands Cheer’ lays off cur-| Resumes Monday (24) to complete 
rently after a fine six-week run and|eight-week stay. Hit good $20,000 
will resume on Dec. 24 to stick until |last week despite weather dis- 


until Jan. 5 when ‘Roberta’ 
skedded to arrive. 

Blizzard hit the 
week, especially Monday (10). 
of refunds and stay-aways 
everything, particularly the George 


legit biz last 
Flock 


M. Cohan ‘Ah Wilderness’ opening | 


But Cohan show is perking and will 
go through to a fine run at present 
indications. Opening session dis- 


played strength in the lesser priced | Society 


seats, but some weakness in the 
orchestra and lower balcony. This 
is the first of the American Theatre 
Society’s subscription plays. Sec- 
ond arrives Monday (24) at the Har- 
ris, ‘Petticoat Fever’ with Dennis 
King. Will make two ATS sub- 


hurt 


| $2.75).—Second 


| 
| 


| $2.20) 


is |advantages. 


‘Ah Wilderness,’ Erlander (1,200; 
$2.85) (2d week).—Opening week 
hindered by blizzard. Top price of 
$2.75 also seemed too high for Chi- 


cago, with the higher priced seats 
lacking capacity. Hit $16,000, ex- 
cellent on initial session. 
‘Petticoat Fever,’ Harris 
American 
opens next 


(1,000; 
Theatre 
show Monday 
(24). 

‘Romance,’ Blackstone (1,100; 
(4th week). Running nicely 
at $6,000 last week. Will stick 
around awhile. 

‘Stevedore,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75). 
—Opens Monday (24). 


cues opening night resulted in ad- 
verse notices; after ragged premiere 
performance smoothened and next 
week should get into running. 


‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (5th 
week) (D-929-$3.30). Pace aimed 
around $14,000 mark; exceptional 


drama looks set for real run. 

‘Dark Victory,’ Little (7th week) 
(D-532-$3.30. Little change; should 
get share of holiday coin on strength 
of star’s name (Tallulah Bank- 
head); around $5,000. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (36th week) 
(resumed engagement) (D-1,386- 
$3.30). Last month announced; 
holdover hit slipped to around 
$12,000 last week; lowest gross of 
engagement. 

‘Farmer Takes a Wife,’ 46th St. 
(8th week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Another 
exception; type comedy held to its 
$12,500 gait and is turning weekly 
profit. 

‘Gold Eagle Guy,’ Morosco (4th 
week) (D-951-$3.30). Suspends 
Thursday (20) and moves to Belasco 
for Christmas resumption; pace of 
$7,000 should materially improve, 

‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Winter 
Garden (17th week) (R-1,498- 
$4.40). Front-running revue slipped 
lately, but should bounce back at 
holiday time next week; under 
$30,000 last week, 

‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ Music 
Box (12th week) (D-1,013-$3.85). 
Dipped under $15,000 for first time 
and, like other leaders, sure of 
holiday support, 

‘Mother Lode,’ Cort (ist week) 
(D-1,059-$3.30). Presented by George 
Bushar and John Tuerk; written by 
Don Totheroh and George O'Neil; 
opens Saturday (22). 

‘Ode to Liberty,’ Lyceum (list 
week) (CD-957-$3.30. Presented by 
Gilbert Miller; adapted from the 
French by Sidney Howard; opens 
Friday (21). 

‘Page Miss Glory,’ Mansfield (4th 
week) (C-1,097-$3.30). Laugh show 
should build after this week; start- 
ing pace of $11,000 indicates good 
chance; also held pace last week. 


‘Personal Appearance,’ Miller 
(10th week) (C-994-$3.30). This 
comedy hit and ‘Anything Goes’ 
standouts in business last week; 
‘Appearance’ again got $15,000; 
capacity. 


‘Post Road,’ Masque (3rd week) 
(D-789-$3.30). Comedy meller should 
climb after this week; starting pace 
of $7,000 indicates moderately good 
trade chance. 

‘Revenge With Music,’ New Am- 
sterdam. Will resume Monday (24) 
night; laying off two weeks because 
of injury to Charles Winniger. 

‘Say When,’ Imperial (7th week) 
(M-1,468-$3.85). New musical ar- 
rivals appear to have reacted on 
trade here; eased off under $20,- 
000 last week. 

‘Sky’s the Limit,’ Fulton (ist 
week) (C-913-$3.30). Presented by 
Raymond Golden; written by Pierce 


Johns and Hendrick Booream; 
opened Monday. 

‘Small Miracle,’ 48th St. (13th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Cast took 


25% cut; business eased off; around 
$5,000; was first figured in the big 
money. 

‘So Many Paths,’ Ritz. Closed 
Saturday; due to resume under dif- 
ferent management at Ambassador 
Christmas Day. 

‘The Distaff Side,’ Booth (11th 
week) (C-918-$2.75). Smart comedy 
still doing well, although running 
under figures of first two months; 
$8,000 estimated. 

‘The First Legion,’ Biltmore (12th 
week) (D-991-$2.75). Extended an- 
other three weeks, with attendance 





time. shows running at the same | 





jumping; quoted around $8,000 last 
week, 
‘The Great Waltz,’ 


week) (0 -3,433-$3.30). 


Center (13th 
Dropped to 


around $36,000, lowest figure since 
opening; list leader sure to come 
back next week. 

‘The Night Remembers,’ Play- 


house. Withdrawn Saturday, after 
playing three tepid weeks. 

‘The O'Flynn,’ Broadway. Post- 
poned again; slated to debut next 


week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (54th 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30). Longest run 
attraction on list. still making 


profit; busines lately $6,000 or more. 

‘Within the Gates,’ National (9th 
week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Slipped, but 
also figures to get in the holiday 
money; under $10,000; O’Casey play 
slated for Boston soon. 

Other Attractions 

‘Romeo and Juliet,’ Martin Beck; 
Katharine Cornell opens repertory 
season Thursday (20). 

Civic Repertory, Broadhurst; lay- 
ing off this week; resumes Christ- 


mas with ‘L’Aiglon’ for final two 
weeks. 
‘Sailors of Cattaro,’ Civic Rep 


theatre (14th street); peace propa- 
ganda drama drew fair notices, 
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THUMBS UP 


Philadelphia, Dec, 15, 


This new Eddie Dowling revue 
caused plenty of headaches on its 
opening and there were those who 
pulled the natural pun—’thumbs 
down.’ But by Thursday the show 
hit its stride and right now it looks 
like a potential wallop for Broad- 
way, even with the sturdy opposi- 
tion over there. There is still plenty 
to be done in the way of sharpening, 
elimination, re-spotting and substi- 
tutions, but ‘Thumbs Up’ is a first- 
rate revue as it stands right now 
and that is quite an achievement 
considering how slovenly it was the 
opening night at the Forrest here. 


As is usually the case with pro- 
ductions of this kind the weakest 
spot is the comedy, but ‘Thumbs 
Up’ is better equipped in this re- 
spect than most. Bobby Clark, 
working not with his old side-kick, 
Paul McCullough, so much as with 
Ray Dooley, Eddie Garr and others 
of the principals should stage some- 
thing of a come-back with this 
show. He didn’t look so hot Mon- 
day night in some of the skits, but 
that was their fault rather than his. 
His burlesque ‘Merry Widow” num- 
ber in which he works with Ray 
Dooley is an outstander, but he is 
also immensely funny in ‘Domina- 
tion,’ a sketch with a good idea that 
doesn’t quite jell even yet, in a 
sleigh ride bit with Rose King 
which is plenty rough but good for 
giggles, and in ‘Aired in Court,’ one 
of the longest sketches of the revue 
and one of the best. 

Clark really has more comedy 
than Dowling himself. The latter 
appears to good effect in several of 
the sketches but, for the most part, 
is content to take a _ subordinate 
position and let the other members 
of his cast get the spotlight. 

Dowling’s work in this show is 
quite different than any he has 
shown before. Gone is the senti- 
mental hoke and homespun comedy. 
Here he is _ strictly sophisticate. 
There will be plenty who will re- 
gret the change, but there’s no 
denying that he does a swell job in 
his new role. He is funny in such 
sketches as ‘A Scottish Wedding,’ 
which won't get a tumble from the 
average audience but has plenty of 
subtle humor, and in ‘Domination,’ 
But should have more material. 

Eddie Garr, besides appearing in 
a number of the sketches, works 
twice in front of the curtain with 
his imitation specialties and clicks. 
His Chevalier-Penner-Richman 
trilogy is a standout. 

Ray Dooley does one of her fa- 
miliar ‘baby’ bits, this time as one 
of the Dionne quintuplets, in which 
she works with Barnett Parker. 
Nothing new about her impersona- 
tion but it is still good for plenty 
of hilarity. Ray is also strong ina 
number with the Demnati (Arab) 
troupe. They’re tumblers and acro- 
bats and she does some swell trav- 
esty and also some clever acro- 
batic climbing. The number, with a 
few routine alterations, should be a 
wallop. 

Rose King stands out in the 
‘Sleigh Ride’ affair and impresses on 
all appearances. Sheila Barrett does 
a couple of swell imitations (in- 
cluding a new Garbo) and a ‘torch 
song’ that is getting better with 
every performance. 

‘Thumbs Up’ has two dancers that 
ring the bell. In fact the mystery 
is why the management cared to 
take a chance on having two such 
specialties competing. One is Hal 
LeRoy, whose hoofing is better than 
ever, but who shouldn’t be asked to 
sing the number he was assigned 
at the opening. The other is Paul 
Draper, who ought to be the sensa- 
tion of the show. He’ has two tap 
numbers, one of which, ‘Music 
Without Words,’ was first done with 
a painted drop and later before the 
curtain. First way was the most 
effective. Eunice Healey, working 
with Le Roy once, is the’ outstand- 
ing femme dancer. 

Singing end of the show is car- 
ried principally by J. Harold Mur- 
ray, who acquits himself well de- 
spite mostly unsatisfactory num- 
bers. One corking number for him 
is a vital need of ‘Thumbs Up.’ He 
deserves a medal for getting by at 
all with ‘Eileen Avourneen,’ an in- 
terminable piece, and ‘Time and 
Tide,’ also lugubrious. 

Pickens Sisters need no changes 
in their part of the show. ‘Jogging 
Along Through the Park’ and, more 
particularly, ‘Continental Honey- 
moon,’ fit them perfectly. Margaret 
Adams does nicely in her numbers 
with Murray. Song hits of the show 
seem to be ‘Zing, Went the Strings 
of My Heart,’ ‘I’ve Gotta See a Man 
About His Daughter’ and ‘Conti- 
nental Honeymoon.’ 

John Murray Anderson has done 
a classy job of staging, although 
it may not impress as thoroughly 
as his work in ‘8:40.’ ‘Thumbs Up’ 
is in fine artistic taste and except 
for the long-drawn out ‘Eileen 
Avourneen’ (apparently one of An-* 
derson’s favorites) it has plenty of 
animation and movement. Designs 
are colorful and costuming first- 
class. Highbrow opening (At 
Faunce’s Tavern’) with George 


<; Washington and other historical 





personages introduced its pretty 
feeble, but show made a major mis- 
take in cutting out a novel num- 
ber introducing the stars, called 
‘Musical Chairs.’ 

‘Thumbs Up’ is not in the Dowling 
tradition. It is pretty sophisticated, 
sometimes actually dirty and never 
naively sentimental on the ‘Honey- 
moon Lane’-‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
order. But it is, in every way, a 
distinctly up-to-the-minute revue 
and has a great chance for success. 

Waters. 


ODE TO LIBERTY 


Washington, Dec. 11. 

Comedy drama in three acts adapted by 
Sidney Howard from Michel Doran's ‘‘Lib- 
erte Provisoire.’’ Presented by Gilbert 
Miller at National theatre Dec. 10-15. 
Cast: Ina Claire, Walter Slezak, Paul Mc- 
Grath, Nicholas Joy, Stanley Jessup, Allen 
Fagan, Katherine Stewart, Hal K. Dawson, 
Colin Hunter. 





Ina Claire will repeat her success 
in ‘Biography’ all over again with 
this one. Situations, atmosphere 
and lines are almost a second edi- 
tion and all will probably be just 
as good when the polishing process 
is done. It’s the first show to get 
wow reviews in every local sheet 
this season and the town: has seen 
five openings. 

This time Miss Claire is the wife 
of a rich Paris banker. Having tired 
of staid life, she has set herself up 
in a semi-doggy apartment and 
keeps it going by working as a 
travel agent, arranging tours for 
swells. Bulk of play has to do with 
Ina’s mothering of a young com- 
munist who busts into the room to 
hide from police. 

Curtain rises on a verbal battle 
between Husband-Banker Barnaud 
(Nicholas Joy) and Editor-Friend 
Dorlay (Paul McGrath) over Dor- 
lay’s attentions to Madeleine. Lines 
have a lot of fun, with Barnaud 
calling Dorlay a bolshevik and Dor- 
lay calling Barnaud a capitalist, 
while Madeleine gets madder and 
madder., 

Suddenly a gendarme breaks in 
and says he’s looking for an es- 
caped communist agitator. Guy, it 
seems, is wanted. all over Europe 
for forgery, treason and just about 
everything. Trio lets the cop out 
on the roof. In comes a detective 
and says the first dick was a pho- 
ney, being, in fact, the aforesaid 


-communist. 


At end of first act, the communist 
(Walter Slezak) returns to Made- 
leine’s apartment, sticks a gun in 
her ribs, tells her the cops have 
surrounded the house and an- 
nounces he is going to stay there 
all night. Rest of play finds him 
staying five days and nights. 

Part of Madeleine is unbeatable 
for Ina Claire. Sophisticated, ma- 
ture, clever and pretty, Madeleine 
first wants to toss Hansie (the 
communist) out on his ear. That 
won’t do, however, and pretty soon 
she is buying him clothes. Best 
gags come when Hansie discovers 
every so often that he is ‘going 
soft’ from eating plank steaks and 
drinking champagne. He balances 
bourgeois luxuries by spending time 
cleaning out the sink-drain and 
fixing clocks. 

Slezak does a swell job as Hansie. 
Alternately launching into anti- 
capitalistic speeches and admiring 
his new suit, he is second only to 
Miss Claire in applause and some- 
times beats her. 

Others do oke with plenty of 
laughs coming through Hal K. Daw- 
son as Ducroux, ‘who is a plumber 
between revolutions,’ and visits the 
apartment several times to arrange 
for Hansie to escape thru the po- 
lice cordon. He finally gives up 
when Hansie and Madeleine decide 
to buy a farm in Spain, ‘where the 
industrial situation is most acute.’ 

Single set is not lavish, but bright 
and colorful. Winding staircase to 
second floor bedroom causes most 
interest. Gowns worn by Ina won 
tons of space in fashion columns 
and were among the chief topics 
all week in lobby chatter. 


RAIN FROM HEAVEN 


Boston, Dec. 14. 
Comedy drama in three acts and four 
scenes by S. N. Behrman; produced by 
the Theatre Guild; directed by Phillip 
Moeller; settings by Lee Simonson; first 
performance on any stage at the Plymouth 
Theatre Dec, 10. 
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The Theatre Guild has probably 
done S. N. Behrman a real favor 
by letting him get this off his chest 
and proving to him that involved 
and lengthy dialog without comedy 
relief had better be left to Eugene 
O'Neill. 

Even in the hands of Jane Cowl 
and John Halliday, who are both 
turning in brilliant performances, 
the dialog drags frequently almost 
to the yawning point, especially 
when Behrman starts’ wrestling 
with what’s wrong with the world 
and fails to get a toe-hold. 

Veteran Theatre Guild subscrip- 





tionists, who love their mental and 
verbal wrestling, thought it was 
good heavy fodder, but the casual 
theatre-goer was left dangling in 
mid-air in bewilderment at the 
vague final curtain. Low-brows 
who love their laughs and wanted 
to see Jane Cowl emote or see Halli- 
day in the flesh took a devout nap. 

The story centers around the 
wealthy widow of a Communist 
publisher who is trying to carry 
on his ideals. At her estate out- 
side of London she has gathered a 
diversified collection of mortals, 
ranging from a capitalist down to 
emigres, explorers, exiles, and other 
wandering idealists. 

Abstract theories begin to be 
dragged in by the heels in unpar- 
donably long dialogs early in the 
story and before the final curtain 
radicalism, capitalism, communism, 
socialism, racial tolerance,’ the 
League of Nations, Hitler, Lenin 
and even Jesus have been discussed 
and argued back and forth. 

The widow finally rescues a 
maligned guest by announcing 
proudly that he is not only her 
lover but a house guest, this 
gracious gesture by the hostess 
complicating everything, including 
her own legitimate love affair with 
a young aviator. The maligned 
guest is not her lover but decides 
he wants to marry her. At the final 
curtain they decide not to merge 
until they crusadé a while as in- 
dividualists in an attempt to find 
out what is wrong with the world. 

Halliday and Miss Cowl have 
most of the speeches that’ clock 
over five minutes, and Lily Cahill 
clicks in the surprise role of the 
vapid blonde wife of a capitalist 
who loves a German emigre and 
will not let him shake her off. Her 
dumb refusal to leave him alone in 
his other amours registers her as 
an unforgettable stage character. 

Doubtful whether Behrman will 
want to popularize his play by add- 
ing touches of his deft comedy or 
add dramatic high spots. He ap- 
parently wanted to take a crack at 
heavier writing and ft read well 
enough. 

Now that it has been the stage, 
Behrman will probably go back to 
his happier vein and turn out his 
next one with a little less brain- 
strain and a little more appeal. 

Libbey. 





PETTICOAT FEVER 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

Young firm of Richard Aldrich 
and Alfred De Liagre, Jr., which 
tried to make a start last year, 
comes back with this comedy by 
Mark Reed, breaking it in at the 
Chestnut Street Opera House here. 
Piece looks pretty innocuous, but 
may get some attention on strength 
of Dennis King. That’s the reason 
management is taking it to Chicago, 
where King has quite a following. 
After first night they had seriously 
considered closing, and perhaps 
that’s what they should have done, 
for recasting could help ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ immensely. 

Locale has an element of novelty, 
and if there’s a trend back to out- 
door drama this one may cash in 
on it. Story is laid in a lonely wire- 
less station on the coast of Labra- 
dor in mid-winter. King plays the 
role of Dascom Dinsmore, young 
Englishman who has sowed plenty 
of wild oats and has come to this 
desolate spot to settle down and 
forget. 

He is lonesome and bored, and 
when a woman appears on the 
scene it’s a big event. Her name is 
Ethel Campion and she is the fian- 
cee of Sir James Fenton, whose 
plane crashes nearby. Sir James is 
an unimaginative bloke and Dins- 
more is a handsome young feller, 
and when he starts dressing for 
dinner and making a play for Ethel 
she falls for it. Dinsmore is so 
anxious to keep the girl there he 
double-crosses Fenton on a radio 
appeal for aid. 

Ethel, although much intrigued 
by the young operator, is a little 
afraid of him and finally she and 
her fiance make an attempt to get 
back to civilization by way of a 
nearby mission post. They don’t 
make it, but while they’re gone 
Dinsmore’s old girl arrives in the 
middle of the night via a passing 
whaler. 

In the past she had given him the 
gate, but since then she’s heard 
that he’s fallen heir to a title and 
a fortune and that’s the reason for 
her arrival at the lonely outpost. 
Dinsmore’s old love is dead, but he 
tries to live up to his part of the 
arrangement. When Ethel and Sir 
James return complications ensue. 

The minister at the old mission 
comes over and everything is set 
for the marriage of Dinsmore and 
his old flame and of Sir James and 
Ethel, but Dinsmore and Ethel can’t 
go through with it, and finally they 
get spliced instead, leaving the 
other pair to their own devices. 

Last act is long drawn out with 
the upshot obvious from the begin- 
ning. In fact that’s ‘Petticoat 
Fever’s’ main defect; it’s as obvious 
as a comic strip, although possess- 
ing some glibly amusing scenes and 
some fairly humorous dialog. Most 
of the laughs come from Dins- 
more’s attempt to put on the dog in 
his rude and lonely headquarters. 

King gives a capital performance 





save for a few moments of undue 
coyness; he does more for the part: 


than it really deserves. Rest of cast 
is not so good. Sir James is flatly 
and obviously played by Jay Fas- 
sett, who tries too hard for his 
points. The two gals, Doris Dalton 
and Ona Munson, are satisfactory 
without being distinguished, and 
others don’t matter. 

DeLiagre staged the play and has 
done a fairly satisfactory job. Sin- 
gle set is excellent, and supplies 
real atmosphere. But, all in all, 
‘Petticoat Fever’ doesn't look to 
have much of a chance. Waters, 


Baltimore, Dec. 10. 
Harry Albert (David Lederman and 
Harold Berg) presents Edith Barrett in 


‘Piper Paid’ with Harry Green: written 
by Sarah B. Smith and Viola Brothers 


Shore; staged by Clifford Brooke; 
settings by John Root; gowns by Sonia 
Rosenberg. At. the Maryland, Balt., 
week Dec. 10, at $1.50 top. 

Amy Minton............Spring Byington 
A German Waiter.......... Walter Crane 
Asst. Hotel Manager...Fred De Cordova 
eee CRAG. oie c ceded Katharine Warren 
Dr. Martin Sperling........< John Marston 
Zelda Kay...... eoeeeees-- Edith Barrett 
David Crane...... eeecece Donald Douglas 
Larry Allen........ ---Raymond Hackett 
Basil Gainsborough......... Harry Green 


In Baltimore, where for the past 
couple of sparsely fed legit seasons, 
audiences have been near-push- 
overs, ‘Piper Paid’ did not displease. 
Upon the play’s entree into N. Y., 
however, it appears highly likely 
that the press will paddle it soundly. 

isven intensive re-writing, if ac- 
complished during the opening 
week here and the subsequent stand 
in Philly, would seem unable to 
vitalize chances of propitious 
notices or longevity on Broadway. 
Basic weakness lies in the very 
core of the play itself, in theme, 
treatment and denouement. 

Piece concerns itself with the in- 
volved loves, hates, indifferences 
and perplexities of five Americans 
abroad, a dress designer for a 
smart Fifth Avenue salon (Edith 
Barrett); her fiance, a psychiatrist 
(John Marston); a foreign. news 
correspondent (Raymond Hackett) 
and wife (Katharine Warren); and 
the wife’s brother, an artist (Donald 
Douglas). 

In Paris, the designer falls in love 
with the artist but, spurred by an 
imagined slight, gives herself to the 
newspaperman. She then flees to 
Karlsbad, in the Austrian Tyrol, 
where he is quasi-partner in biz, 
a middle-aged and fiuttery modiste 
(Spring Byington) has been taking 
treatments. Designer's fiancee and 
wife of man to whom she has given 
herself are also upon the scene and 
soon the artist and the newsie come 
scooting into view, though there’s 
nothing to give a hint that they 
possessed any clues as to where 
Barrett had scrammed when taking 
a powder out of Paris. Wife of the 
newsie, who is hep to his philander- 
ing, does a constant deep-fired burn 
when he unashamedly and openly 
goes on the make again for the de- 
signer while the artist quietly sighs 
devotion for her, and her fiance, 
the psychiatrist, gives up without 
a struggle whatever hopes he en- 
tertained. The modiste just flutters 
around and digs for laughs. 

Designer tells the newsie she is 
through for ever—that their brief, 
one-nite affair was a mistake, that 
she loves his brother-in-law, the 
mural dauber. He staggers off. 
His wife comes and says she knows 
it may be shameless but she can’t 
surrender her husband, even 
though she doesn’t want him un- 
happy. She suggests that the de- 
signer come live with them. While 
the wife is suggesting this arrange- 
ment a shot is heard from within 
and the audience is tipped the 
newsie has attempted suicide. 
That’s the second act curtain, and 
the only slice of play that carries 
any punch. 

Final act presents the designer, 
newsie and wife all platonically re- 
siding together in Paris while the 
reporter recoups from his self-in- 
flicted wound. Trio, attempting 
superficially to get along, <can’t; 
there’s plenty of smoldering friction. 
Then, at spaced intervals, the psy- 
chiatrist, the modiste, and the artist 
return to Paris and among ’em they 
manage to pry the designer away 
from her self-plastered punishment 
of staying around and paying the 
household bills. while the reporter 
regains his health—because ‘it was 
my fault.’ At the curtain she is 
tramping off with the artist, the 
reporter is planning a great novel, 
and his wife has deserted him and 
is taking their kids back to the 
States to raise ’em. The psy- 
chiatrist’s plans aren’t known; 
neither, precisely, are the modiste’s; 
they, more than the rest, are char- 
acters ringing fairly true. Others 
are just a trifle off-edge in actions, 
reactions and convictions. They 
impress as a morbid neurotic crew 
of unsatisfactory characters and 
seem unworthy of a play being 
written around ’em; there is sym- 
pathy accruing to none of them. 

Cast is more than worthy. Edith 
Barrett, starred, suffers by being 
handcuffed to a shallow role. Spring 
Byington is smartly enough cast as 
the chattering modiste but she 
lacked Sparkling lines; Hackett’s 
part is sourly unsympathetic. Rest 
of line-up oke, with Katherine War- 
ren a stand-out through virtue of 
a pair of well-handled dramatic bits 
and her hysterical walk-out on her 
husband near third-act ending. 

Scharper. 


| ing, 


CHANTICLEER 


(YALE DRAMA SCHOOL) 
New Haven, Dec. 11. 
A revival of Edmond Rostand’s play, 
translated by Gertrude Hall. Presented at 
Yale University theatre by the Department 
of Drama of the Yale School of Fine Arts. 





With Christmas just around the 
corner, the Yale Drama _ School 
faculty entered into the happy spirit 
of things by getting out all their 
toys to have some fun—and ended 
up by staging a swell theatrical 
production. Not that the produc- 
tion has anything at all to do with 
St. Nick, but when it comes to 
knowing the proper way to get the 
most out of their playthings, this 
Yale group stands high on the list. 

Robert G. Scott had a grand time 
designing three artistic sets, Frank 
Poole Bevan was in his seventh 
heaven creating some 40 colorful 
fowl and animal costumes, Stanley 
R,. McCandless played around with 
his lamps, spots, foots, etc. to man- 
ufacture sunrises and sunsets and 
Edward C. Cole, as technical super- 
visor, had a circus trying to repro- 
duce duck quacks, turkey gobbles 
and rooster crows. Alexander Dean 
directed the group, while Professor 
Allardyce Nicoll looked on with a 
critical eye. 

The faculty had a swell time, al- 
right, but so did the audiences. 

Once a year the Drama Dept. 
sponsors a revival, designed and di- 
rected by the faculty and with the 
entire production built and acted by 
students of the school. These re- 
vivals are usually selected with an 
eye to spreading about as much 
work as possible among the school 
personnel, simply as a means of 
letting a large number of them dis- 
play their talents. ‘Chanticleer’ is 
no exception to this rule. They've 
called out more than 40 members as 
a cast, with an additional flock to 
handle the technical work. 

Production as a whole is A-1. It’s 
no cinch for a director to pass on 
to such a large cast the spirit of a 
play of the ‘Chanticleer’ type, but 
Alexander Dean handled the assign- 
ment well. Frank Bevan’s costumes 
were clever and, when required, 
beautiful. Play failed to offer Stan- 
ley McCandless the lighting oppor- 
tunities of some previous revivals, 
notably last year's ‘Venice Pre- 
served,’ but he contributed heavily 
to the success of the production as 


a whole, Constance Welch and 
Elizabeth Elson acted as assistant 
directors. 


Arthur L. Sachs handled the title 
role capably and Marie Brown, op- 
posite him, matched him. Other 
standouts in the large cast were 
J. Edward Rogers, Henry Boettcher, 
Albert Tarbell and Virginia Roe- 
diger. Production was remarkably 
smooth for an amateur group. Play 
was offered to two private audiences 
prior to single public performance 
and drew plenty favorable comment, 

Bone. 


La Machine Infernale 


HARVARD DRAMATIC CLUB 

Boston, Dec. 14. 
Costume play in four episodes by Jeam 
Cocteau. Presented and produced by Har= 
vard Dramatic Club at Repertory theatre, 
Boston. Adapted from French by John 
Cecil Haggott and Edward Eager. Directed 
by Edward Massey. Scenes by John Cecil 






Haggott. Incidental music by James Pap- 
poutsakis and Sydney Szathmary. 

PUATFAROR. occcccecccseceers Richard Sullivaa 
Young Soldier..... 00bse0 gs ees Munro Lyeth 
Second Soldier..... evcccce Paul Killiam, Jr. 
Captain Robert McKee 
Jocasta Jean Goodale 
TIFOBIRS. .cccccccvecseceses Arthur Szathmary 
Ghost of Laius........ James Wilson Tower 
BPMN. cccceccrccvccccessccecssces Lois Hall 
ABUDIS: cacvcccoscecececccsoses George Edgell 
DEGEFON. ccc ccccccccesocecececes Emeline Hill 
OE aa Arthur Howard, 24 
Edttiog Girl. .ccovcceasoesecs Jaequcline Rinov 
OOGIDUS «3 oc cccvccccoccece William Hunt, 2d 
Drunken Mam. ..ccucccescoes Robert McKee 
CROOM.ccccscceccencccoccecers David Barber 
DINO: 00:00:40 00nd 0000660025 Glenn Morris 
Old Shepherd...............Stephen Greene 
ATUIMONG oc 0c cceveccaceseoesss Doris Reimer 





‘Machine’ has everything from the 
amateur point of view in production 
possibilities, and it offered the Har- 
vard thespians a big chunk to chew; 
but in pro lure it is thoroughly bar- 
ren. The student dramatists de- 
serve a load of credit for bringing 
Cocteau's piece into this country for 
its American premiere, and espe- 
cially for their translation and 
adaptation of his poetic tragedy first 
produced in Paris last spring. 

In the translation of this version 
of the old Greek legend of Oedipus, 
who was singled out by the gods 
for a series of tragic events, the 
adapters must have enjoyed a few 
chuckles in their script conferences 
when they placed such modern slang 
in the mouths of ancient Greek sol- 
diers as ‘jittery’ and ‘big shot.’ But 
the boys were entitled to a little 
levity in working out the hefty 
theme, 

The infernal machine represents 
the theme of the play, namely, the 
complete fulfillment of the wrath of 
the gods as embcdied in the destiny 
of Oedipus, who in due time unwit- 
tingly murders his own father and 
then marries his own mother. Under 
the banner of the Harvard Dramatic 
club the latter angle apparently @id 
not ruffle the Hub censors. 

In four episodes this weird tule 
unfolds against gn arty, Frenchy 
set, cleverly adapted to represent 
ramparts, a throne room, a court- 
yard, and the official hangout of the 
Sphinx, who is conquered in the ace 
scene of the play by Oedipus. Light- 
sound effects. musical back- 





(Continued on page 55) 
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Plays on Broadway 


—_- 





CALLING ALL STARS 


in two acts, 24 scenes, presented 
Lyrics by Brown; music 
dances by Maurice L 

Nat Karson; sketches 


Revue 
by Lew Brown. 
by Harry Akst; 
Kussel; settings by 





and «clog by Alan Baxter, A. Dorian 
Otvos ¢@°1 Brown; sketches directed by 
Thomas Mitchell and Brown; Al Goodman, | 
orchestra director. At Hollywood, N. Y 


i » Dec. 13; $4.40 top. 
Cee jnckeaes Lou Holtz, Phil Baker, 
Everett Marshall, Patricia Bowman, Ger- 
truce Niesen, Mitzi Mayfair, Jack Whiting, 
Martha Ray, Estelle Jayne, Dorothy Ray- 
mond, Ella Logan, Al Bernie, Peggy Taylor 
ani Canova Family. 

Show Girls—Enda 
Catherine Clark, 


Abbey, Ann Budnik, 
Marguerite DeCoursey, 
Marion Heemsath, Revalie Haber, Viola 
Lenn, Eleanore Low, Helen Mack, Joan 
Manners, Ann Metzger, June Murphy, Rose 
Palmer, Fllen Patti, Frances’ Sinclair, 
Lorraine Teatom, Joan Whitney, Irene 
Coleman. 
Nancing Girls—Alice Ancerson, Alice An- 
thon, Alice Bankert, Alice Blair, Olga 
Burke Gloria Claire, Marie Cole, Gladys 
Glancy, Roxy Green, Orchid Henson, Iris 


Kingsley, Ruth Morgan, June McNulty, 
Polly Sturgeon, June ‘Tempest, Bobby 
Theis, Cynthia Thormpson, Emily Von 
Hoven. 


Sara Mildred Strauss Dancers—Eunice 
Aliea, Babette LBissinger, Mary Bolles, 
George Brady, Emma Burke, Dolores Camp- 
bell ,Nathalie Crandall, Rena Dell, Anita 
Ferne, Sel Jos, Janet Abott, New Maisel, 
Camille Masters, Gloria Mausier, Sara 
Mazo, June MeGrafl, Gertrude Michaels, 
Elsie Mindell, Grance Pearce, Grace Pat- 
terson, Grace Rochester, Jean Rauley, 


Roys—George Gordon, George Hunter, Bill 
Hale, Eddie Johnson, Clark Leston, William 
Meader, Harry Patterson, Jack Tally. 

‘Calling All Stars’ presents a 
strange paradox indeed—a show by 
one of the theatre's finest writers of 
material, yet containing everything 
except material. The resultant 
spectacle is enough actors to start 
another NVA club, all dolled up in 


lavish scenery and brilliant cos- 
tumes, but with no place to go. 
While the fact that the art in 


which Brown excels is the one in 
which he failed to deliver is not a 
little surprising, the reason may be 
found in the printed program which 
speaks for itself and loudly. ‘Call- 
ing All Stars’ makes a most preten- 
tious bid for star cast rating, in 
cast as well as title, yet above the 
title of the show is only one name— 
Lew Brown. Program then goes on 
to describe four other important 
production functions as being ‘by 
Lew Brown,’ and that before the 
mention of a single actor’s name. 

This being Brown's show, the bill- 
ing is his own affair, but just the 
same it is the giveaway. It is evi- 
dent that Brown essayed to swing 
everything but the water bottle. In 
doing so he seems to have wasted 
himself on matters that could have 
been left to others and neglected 
that phase which he does best. 

Actors are shot at the audience 
with such rapidity and in such 
quantity, it appears Brown is using 
’em for machine gun bullets. The 
barrage is thick and furious and 
lasts throughout the show, but the 
talent missiles lack motivation and 
mostly go wild like so many pot 
shots. 

Heading the list are Lou Holtz 
and Phil Baker, on paper as good a 
brace of comedians as any revue 
could desire; Most of the time in 
these three hours they resemble a 
couple of straight men in search of 
a comic. 

Any show that starts with a 
double entrance by a Holtz and a 
Baker on the same stage is cer- 











Now Featured with 


MAX GORDON’S “ROBERTA” 


The Washington Herald said: ‘‘I remem- 
ber Marty May from somewhere (about which 
more later in the week), and he has long 
been high on my list of—shall we say. semi- 
sanies? A Smart comedian, and, after the 
Jack Benny fashion, not given to over- 
zealousness, May definitely adds. Not one 
of his funny lines missed fire, and he has a 
good many of them. In short, he’s perfectly 
one. and I hope we may be seeing more 
a ’ 

1560 B’way—Suite 1214—Rry 9-6352 











THE 


CHRISTENSENS’ 


in MAX GORDON’S 


“The Great Waltz” 


CURRENTLY 
CENTER THEATRE 
Rockefeller Center, New York 


tainly off to a promising begiiining. | 
But here, the first impression fades | 
too soon. In the opening the com- 
edy pair has assistance from 
Harry (Bottle) McNaughton, Estelle 
Jayne, capable and comely ‘talking 
woman,’ Ella Logan, peppery song- 
stress and the show girls. After) 
that intro the regulation musical 
comedy routine sets in with ‘I'd Like 
to Dunk You in My Coffee,’ sung 
and danced by Jack Whiting and 
Mitzi Mayfair. 

‘Dunk’ is a cute song idea and 
the score’s nearest approach to the 
brilliant Brown lyric writing pace 
of the past. It gives a faverable 
Start to Whiting, as clever a s. and 
d. juvenile as is around. But it gets 
Miss Mayfair off on the wrong foot, 
and she is kept there the rest of the 
evening. The leading dancer in her 
line of work, Miss Mayfair is badly 
miscast and terribly misused as an 
ingenue-soubret. ‘Dunk’ also ushers 
in the dancing ensemble of 16 girls 
and eight boys who, in routines 
staged by Maurice Kussel, do excel- 
lent work throughout the show. 


‘I've Nothing to Offer’ is sung by 


Everett Marshall while Patricia 
Bowman and the Sara Mildred 
Strauss girls, show’s second line. 


dance it out behind a scrim. A 
boner in the lighting dept. blacked 
out Miss Bowman too soon, but her 
fine toe work had already gained 
sufficient attention to account for 
the show's first stoppage. Marshall 
fared equally well with his singing. 

Then ‘The Last of the Hillbillies,’ 
sketch by H. I. Phillips and Pro- 
ducer Brown. It was a good idea 
when Fred Allen wrote and played 
it on the radio, and still is, only 
this version doesn’t go much be- 
yond the basie idea. It involves 
the siege of a hillbilly family in 
their mountain cabin by a flock of 
booking agents. One offer is ‘48 
weeks on the RKO circuit.” A de- 
lirious agent? 

Cast as headman of the ’billies 
is, of all persons, Patsy Flick. 
Known as a student of many di- 
alects, but never before as a hill- 
billy, Flick does his part surprising- 
ly well. But the fact that he was 
tossed into this strange role, added 
to the oddity that this is the versa- 
tile Flick’s only appearance in the 
whole show, attests more than any- 
thing else that Brown had so much 
talent on his hands he didn’t know 
what to do with it. 

The Brown-Phillips sketch, which 
is a spotty laugh-getter, is the first 
of the hillbilly stuff distributed lib- 
erally through the rest of the two 
acts. Most of it’s done by Judy 
Canova, of the vaudeville act of 
Annie, Judy and Zeke. Judy and her 
companions may or may not have 
even seen a real hillbilly, but they 
are highly acceptable protagonists 
of the art, and Judy is one of the 
few substantial hits of this show. 

‘So This Is Hollywood,’ by A. 
Dorian Otvos and Brown, is the 
show’s one and only first rate com- 
edy scene, also the only really good 
opportunity in the frolic for Baker. 
It shows the tribulations of a song- 
writer in Hollywood and may be the 
sole remnant of the satirical Holly- 
wood book show idea which Brown 
originally had in mind when plan- 
ning this production, 

First act finisher is ‘Straw Hat in 
the Rain,’ a song that follows close- 
ly the style established by ‘Brother, 
Can You Spare a Dime,’ and ar- 
rives a couple of years too late. 
Here it enjoys the advantage of 
good selling by Everett Marshall, 
who vocally offsets the effect of bad 
makeup, and is built up into a good 
production affair. Included in the 
‘Rain’ scene end is the ‘plastic stage’ 
devised by Nat Karson, who de- 
signed all the sets and turned in an 
outstanding job. A new scenic art- 
ist for the big show field, Karson 
in his first assignment shows some 
bright, fresh ideas and_ splendid 
execution. His ‘plastic stage’ goes 
back and up on a pair of slanting 
rails, giving an illusion of great 
depth and height. It’s the best 
scenic idea since the _ revolving 
stage, which has already become 
commonplace. 

Holtz greets the returning smokers 
after intermish with his ‘Mahara- 
jah’ story, which will bowl over 
those, if any, that haven’t heard it, 
and which those that have will find 
worth hearing again, if only for 
Holtz’s delivery. It is the best 
thing Holtz has to do in the show, 
which is the worst possible slam 
at the material in general. 

‘He Just Beats a Tom-Ton,,’ 
song, is interpreted vocally by the 
vigorous, coon-shouting Martha 
Ray and in a dancing way by the 
Strauss girls. A jungle cooching 
proposition and well done, but 
doubtful whether many will get 
steamed up over the idea at this 
late date. It’s lucky to contain the 
adagio specialty by Peggy Taylor 


and her ‘Kitchen Pirates’ (three 
men), who do everything in the 
tossing line except slap her up 


against the proscenium arch. Act 
has been seen in about every the- 


atre on Broadway lately, besides 
the cafes, but still thrills. 
At this point Gertrude Niesen, 


one of the names of the cast, makes 




















her first appearance, and it was 
close to midnight before she got on 


Billing 


HoltzBakerMarshall is the 
billing on the canopy of War- 
ner’s Hollywood, New York, for 
‘Calling All Stars,’ Lew Brown 
revue. Not ecnough room to 
permit spacing. A red first 
initial distinguishes each name. 

All three players insist on 
top line billing. In the dailies 
there is enough space by jam- 
ming the names together. Sec- 
ond line billing has Jack Whit- 
ing, Mitzi Mayfair, Gertrude 
Niesen and Patricia Bowman. 











at the premiere. Her song is ‘I’m 
Stepping Out of the Picture,’ likely 
sounding ballad, and her success 
with it questions the judgment in 
saving the show’s best femme voice 
till so near the finish. 


Next is another late arrival, Al 
Bernie, on so late he must have 
thought he was playing a benefit. 
Bernie is a young mimic and clever 
for his age, but far from a proper 
specialty act for a big time show 
at 11:30 p.m, 

Show ran past midnight at the 
premiere, despite having had three 
weeks in Boston under its belt. That 
even then it wasn’t in shape neces- 
sitated an all-night rehearsal the 
pre-opening night, and the girls had 
to keep going all the next afternoon 
and almost .up to curtain time. 
They must have been exhausted, 
but they gave a gallant opening per- 
formance. 


Harry Akst’s music blends well 
with Brown’s lyrics, and some of 
his airs can’t miss popularity. 


Warner Bros.’ participation as 
backer of ‘Stars’ with a financial 
interest is regarded as a possible 
life-saver. Warners is reported 
considering 8.O.S/’ing Hollywood 
for some names, but doubtful if that 
could turn the show into a hit, for 
film stars or any other kind of stars 
can't get far without material. 


As to Lew Brown, it must be said 
that while he neglected his own 
best bet—material—he did cour- 
ageously go the limit in all other 
respects. But his loss in this try 
is Broadway’s loss also, for Broad- 
way would gladly swap an unsuc- 
cessful producer for a truly great 
material writer. Bige. 


VALLEY FORGE 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Guild Dec. 10 by the Theatre Guild; writ- 
ten by Maxwell Anderson; Philip Merivale 
featured; staged by Herbert J. Biberman 
and John Houseman, 

ANATOW. cecesessereeseeees Thaddeus Clancy 
«-e---Alan Bunce 
... Victor Kilian 
-Grover Burgess 
.-Charles Ellis 


Spad. .ccoccecsceccsecsoccsece 
Alecock.. 
Teague.. 
Mason... 
SOCK ecae 
Oscar.. 
Nick.. 











»....Frances Sage 
--.-Florence Gerald 


Auntie eee 

| Sree oseeeeeeeeHendrik Booraem 
Lieut. Cutting............George Coulouris 
| MPP Pe TTTTT Terr o00eensees Bingo 
Lieut. Col. Lucifer Tench...Stanley Ridges 
py Philip Robinson 


ten. George Washington...Philip Merivale 
Marquis De Lafayette......Edward Trevor 
Sir William Howe.........Reginald Mason 
Mary Philipse........++..Margalo Gillmore 
Major AMGre. .cccccsccescess John Hoysradt 
Brigadier....+e.se++e+..Charles Drummond 
Captain. .coccccccccceessccesess John Ryder 
BIGIGING. «csccsses sesceees Stephen Appleby 
“The Washington’’..........George Cannon 
First Soldier..... ececccesecee IAM BARGIOr 
Second Soldier....+++.+eeee..James Roader 
Third Soldier......e++eee--.. Wallace Acton 
Civilia®. +0 secceeeess+- George Spaulding 
Gen. Varnum....eeeee+eeeee--Harold Gould 
Gen. Stirling......+++++ee+e++eHarold Elliott 
rrr 5 4006006n6eeeeene een eae 
Mr. Harvie..ccccoccccccees-- Harold Tucker 
Mr. Folsom...+seeeceessse+-Erskine Sanford 
Gen. Conway..ccecceccccces Charles Francis 





After a too long first act, the 
change of pace in the second and 
third act gives ‘Valley Forge’ its 
chance to register. Indications, 
however, are for a limited engage- 
ment at the Guild probably a bit 
over the subscription period. 

Maxwell Anderson has a flair for 
historical plays—‘Elizabeth the 
Queen’ and ‘Mary of Scotland’ the 
standouts, But his brilliant writ- 
ing transcends the topic in drama- 
tizing the bitterest episode of the 
American Revolution, when General 


Washington suffered with his im- 
poverished army of backwoodsmen 
at Valley Forge, while General 
Howe and his redcoats were good- 
timing in Philadelphia. 

‘Valley Forge’ is written in blank 
verse, or most of it is, which makes 
the dialog the more pleasant to the 
ear. According to this play the 
sorely-tried Washington constantly 
spoke in blank verse for the edifi- 
cation of his starving troops. In 
fact, he was so wordy and versy 
that at times he was a bore. Or 
seemed so in the theatre. 

The ragged army schemes how 
to get food, ties up the lieuten- 
ant and raids an island in the Del- 
aware, securing corn stored there 
by the British troops. Several men 
are lost in the fighting, but it only 
makes the American detachment 
the more determined to continue 
the struggle for freedom. So, when 
Washington arrives on the island to 


surender to Howe, it is the spirit 
of his men that changes the gen- 
eral’s decigion. 

In his headquarters at Valley 
Forge, two commissioners from 
congress arrive to investigate and 
explain why there is no quarter- 
master and why there are no food 
and clothing supplies. These men 
want the war over and they tell 
Washington the revolution is really 
a trade struggle. When the com- 
missioners are thrown out of the 
house, one of the general's aides 
gives his idea of the congressmen. 
Pimps, he calls ‘em, and that’s in 
blank verse, too. 

Selection of Philip 
Washington seemed curious, but 
isn’t so far out of line. Washing- 
ton was born in Virginia of parents 
who were born in England. He 
is a rather grim general and there 
surely was plenty of reason for his 
demeanor that winter. Characteri- 
zation on the whole is excellent. 

Stanley Ridges makes Colonel 
Trench one of the most likeable of 
the soldiers, a régular fellow who 
speaks his mind, Victor Kilian as 
a private who has no pants regi- 
sters what laughs there are in the 
play. Edward Trevor makes a fine 
Lafayette, a _ reticent, respectful, 
polished Frenchman. 

Women figure but slightly in the 
play, present mostly in a party 
given by Howe in his private ball- 
room. Margalo Gillmore appears as 
Mary Philipse, the widowed Mis- 
tress Morris. She goes to Valley 
Forge to suggest to Washington 
that they pick up the romance that 
started and ended 20 years previ- 


Merivale as 


ously, but Washington sends her 
back. 
The play is many-peopled. It 


has more color than expected from 
the theme and the staging by Her- 
bert J. Biberman and John House- 
man is precise. Ibee. 


SAILORS OF CATTARO 


Theatre Union drama in two acts and six 
scenes by Friedrich Wolf at Civic Reper- 
tory theatre Dec. 10 at $1.50 top; trans- 
lated by Keene Wallis; adapted by 
Michael Blankfort; staged by Irving Gor- 
don; sets by Mordecai Gorelik. 

Mate Bernicevic...cccccccccess Robert Reed 





Jerko Sisgoric..... seseereueee Ernest Gann 
Sepp Kriz..... eccccceces MaOoWard Da Silva 
Kuddel Huck.......+....Charles Thompson 
AIGIB. ccccccccescs eccscccsees-George Tobias 
Anton Grabar....... 6069060 Martin Wolfson 
Franz Raéch........ Cecedecces Tom Powers 
Gustav Stonawskl....ccccs.seee John Boruff 
Ensign Sesan......++- ....-Harold Johnsrud 
Lieutenant. .....cecee e«eee.James MacDonald 
Captain...isccoccctecssce Frederick Roland 
Hans Trulec...... ececcccce Abner Biberman 
QRICO so cc cncccvoccvecsoccsesses Paul Stein 


Sailors and soldiers: Wendell Phillips, 
Edwin Clare, William Schap-Kevisch, Ed- 
ward Mann, Samson Gordon, David Ker- 
man, Theodore Cohen, Bernard Zanville, 
William Nichols, Sidney Packer. 


Theatre Union has for its avowed 
purpose the presentation of prole- 





tarian plays. This one is right 
down the group’s alley, although 
not a good play. It’s not, for that 
matter, a bad play, but one that 
lacks fire and spirit—such fire and 
spirit, for instance, as made ‘Stev- 
edore’ a real financial success and 
made it possible for the group to-do 
some experimenting. 

‘Sailors’ is a German play that 
has already been seen in several 
Hluropean countries. The author, 
Friedrich Wolf, is a Nazi exile, now 
residing in Vienna. The adaptation 
by Michael Blankfort is a curious 
one, frequently highly effective and 
leaving something to be desired. It 
is perhaps a bit too polished. 

Play suffers largely from the fact 
that it is too honest in writing and 
conception. It tells of an occurrence 
in the Austrian navy, just prior to 
the end of the World War and is 
based on historic fact. To make 
good theatre the last act of the play 
should have been changed, Herr Wolf 
should have forgotten all about 
facts and history and the proba- 
bility of what would likely happen 
in life, and invented a more dra- 
matic finish. Instead, he tells the 
story simply as is—and that’s a let- 
down. 

Sailors on the St. George are un- 
derfed and ill-treated. They man- 
age to communicate with sailors on 
other boats in the fleet and an in- 
surrection is arranged. All the 
sailors strike out on their own, callan 
end to bloodshed and ill-treatment 
and run up the red flag. That may 
not be pleasant for some, but it is 
exciting and worthwhile theatre. 

Then the second act. Wolf knows 
that in life the sailors would prob- 
ably be defeated and the cruelty 
and stupidity would go on as be- 
fore; he knows, as a matter of fact, 
that that’s what happened in the 


instance that he’s describing. And 
that’s the way he tells it. The 
strikers make blunders, they are 


defeated, four of their number are 














| shot and the mess called life goes 


on in its regularly charted stupid 
channels. 

That ending could have been 
tragic, but isn’t. And it isn’t be- 
cause it’s too honest, without suf- 
ficient artificiality in it to make it 
good theatre. 

Direction is good and acting is 
spotty, Tom Powers standing out in 
his role of the bo’sun. But he, too, 
is unfortunate. He acts, but the 
rest of the cast hasn’t his theatri- 
cal background and experience; it 
only tries to act. Result is he seems 
to be overdoing it. Very difficult to 
recite individual honors in the all- 
male cast, since hard to pick out 
the foreign names, but all turn in 
earnest, though somewhat ama- 
teurish attempts. 

Outstanding honors of the play 
go to Mordecai Gorelick for his set- 


tings. He is the one man in the 
present enterprise that has any- 
thing for Broadway. Kauf. 


Machine Infernale 
(Continued from page 54) 


ground and the production, in gen- 
eral, are all creditable, according to 
amateur theatrical ‘workshop’ stan- 
dards 

Richard Sullivan, in the thankless 
but essential role of narrator, intro- 
ducing each episode, deserves more 
than honorable mention, despite an 
unfortunate lisping effect caused by 
the mask he wore. William Hunt, 
2d, as Oedipus, handled his lines 
with plenty of confidence, and Jean 
Goodale (Radcliffe), opposite him as 
Jocasta the queen, gave a praise- 
worthy performance, even though 
her makeup did not bear out her fre- 
quent allusions to fading beauty. 

Lois Hall as the personification of 
the vampish Sphinx had a slight 
edge over the leading femme role, 
in spite of her unsympathetic char- 
acterization. Also outstanding was 
Arthur Szathmary as the aged high 
priest, Tiresias, performing with the 
restraint and aplomb of a seasoned 
trouper. 

‘Machine,’ as interpreted by the 
Harvard Dramatic Club, is a credit 
to the group, for evidently the stu- 
dents worked long and arduously to 
produce this ambitious piece, almost 
flawlessly on their opening night, 


Week-a-Month Legit 
By Kathleen Clifford 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Kathleen Clifford, former screen 
actress, has leased the Wilshire- 
Ebell theatre for a series of new 
plays that she plans to produce dur- 
ing the winter and spring. Deal is 
for use of the house for six nights 
and a Saturday matinee each 
month, over a seven-month period. 
Sunday night vaude concerts at the 
house will continue uninterrupted. 
First production announced by 
Miss Clifford is ‘Mr. Clayburg Steps 
Out,’ by Douglas Doty and herself, 
slated for Jan. 7. February produc- 
tion will be ‘Dignity Be Damned,’ by 
Katherine Brockelbank. 

















Life Insurance 
as An Investment! 


Protects your resolution to save 
something systematically. 


Protects your opportunity to buy 
into a business. 


Protects your asset in that busl- 
ness through an emergency. 
Protects you against business de- 
feat at an age when you would 
have found it difficult to ‘‘come 
back.” 


Protects the promise you made to 
yourself and your wife for the holi- 
day of your later years. 

The voice of prophecy can be heed- 
ed now with no more certainty than 
ever before; but the voice of ex- 
perience testifies more strongly 
than ever to the value and depend- 
ability of Life Insurance as the 
foundation of a man’s financial 
plans. 


JOHN J. KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., New York City 
Phones Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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| No. 210 An 85c value 
No. 440 Regularly 1.00 


No. 335 Regularly 1.25 

















Lf, MILLER 1552 


SALE of 1. MILLER HOSIERY 


69c 
89c 
1.09 


3 pairs in a beautiful suede gift box 


3 pairs . 2.05 
3 pairs . 2.65 
3 pairs . 3.25 
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56 ‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
@ St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 





Temple Bar 5041-56048 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON: 
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Paris, Dec. 8. 
Minister Mallarm >, of Education 
and Fine Arts, has ordered an in- 
vestigation into management of 
Opera Comique, as a result of three- 
hour attack on that theatre in the 


Chamber of Deputies. 

Kick of the Deputi was that M. 
Gheusi, manager of the Comique, 
is still running into the red, despite 
an increase in his subsidy and is ar- 
bitrarily firing players. 

Socialist Deputy Jardillier opened 
fire, recalling that when Gheusi took 


office he received $166,000 for 
equipment and $46,000 a year more 
subsidy than his predecessor. All 


he did to improve the Comique’s 
repertory, said the deputy, was to 
put on a Viennese operetta, which 
didn't give French composers and 
authors any royalties. 

Then Gheusi, according to Jardil- 
lier, started to get payments from 
the wireless administration every 
time a show at the Comique was 
broadcast, which happens once a 
week. Weekly revenue from this 
source about $800. Henri Clere then 
added that these broadcasts are ter- 
ribe and, in comparison with Ger- 
man and Italian music on the air, 
give France a bad name. 

More deputies on the socialist side 
rapped Gheusi for cutting singers’ 
pay and firing choristers, and Mal- 
larme finished by observing that it 
looked as though the Opera Comique 
needed investigating. 

One of the charges’ brought 

gainst Gheusi was that he had re- 
jected a ballet by Paul Le Flem, 
who, as well as being a well known 
composer, is a music critic, on 
grounds that Le Flem had been 
tough in his criticism of ‘Tut-ankh- 
amen,’ the operetta Gheusi put on as 
an addition to the Comique’s rep- 
ertory. Le Flem’s balict was with- 
drawn after it had been announced 
and publicly billed by the Comique. 
Gheusi actually is alleged to have 
written Le Flem’s newspaper, Co- 
media, giving the tough criticism 
as a reason for not putting on the 
show. 

Gheusi appeared before a com- 
mittee of Deputies, and defended his 
management of the Comique. 
Pointed out that income from radio 
broadcasts went chiefly to the pen- 
sion fund and did management of 
theatre no good. 


Dutch Legit Biz Off; 
New Cut-Rate Scheme 


The Hague, Dec. 6. 

Legit is faring badly in Holland 
through the depression and theatres 
are often almost empty. 

E. van Hoven, manager of the 
Rika Hopper theatre in Amsterdam, 
has thought out a scheme to boost 
takings. He intends to form a syn- 
dicate under the name of Ovito. 
Subscribers will only have to pay 
14c per week per person and will 
be able to go to the theatre 12 
times yearly. 

Subscribers will get best seats, 
can book them in advance free 
(booking fee usually 4c), free cloak- 
room (charge generally also 4c) and 
free programs (of which price var- 
ies from 10 to 20c). 


Old Verneuil ‘Play 
For Chi., New York 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

International Play Service has 
sold U. S. rights to Louis Verneuil’s 
‘Mon Crime’ (‘My Crime’ ), comedy 
produced here in 1931, to Playgoers’ 
Association of Chicago (Luther 
Green). Buyers expected to put on 
an adaptation of it in Chicago and 
New York. 

Same brokers sold two Italian 
plays for production in Vienna: G. 
Gueribaldi’s ‘Ultima Carta’ (‘Last 
Card) and Luigi Bonelli’s ‘Impera- 
tore.’ 30th are to be handled in 
Austria by Verland Eirich. 





Sp. Prize Play 


Madrid, Dec. 5. 


Antonio Asenjo and Angel Torres 
del Alamo were awarded first prize 
of $1,370 for their three-act farce, 
‘Una tarde en la Boca del Asno, 
o La Boda de la Sole’ (‘An After- 
noon in the Boca del Asno, or the 
Wedding of Sole’), in the annual 
municipal ‘sainete’ (farce) contest. 

Same playwrights won the sainete 
award in 1910, when the competition 
Wes inaugurated. This year’s con- 


test had 93 entrants, 


” Row in Chamber Starts French Gov't 
Investigation Into Opera Comique 





> 


Italian Passion Play 


Rome, Dec. 6, 

Work is proceeding in the Prov- 
ince of Littoria, on the preparation 
of a grand spectacle on the lines of 
the open air Oberammergau Pas- 
sion Play. Idea is due to Filiberto 
Gigli, who will be responsible for the 
production, with the widof the poet 
Mucci, the composer Don Lucinio 
Refice, Marcello Govoni of the Royal 
Opera House, and some of the best 
scenic and architeetural artists in 
Italy. 

Performers will number 3,000, and 
1,500 of these are already engaged. 
Building of the necessary scenes 
will shortly begin in the solemn and 
picturesque locality of Piadde Ma- 
rine, which is like an immense bal- 
econly overlooking the stupendous 
plain of the Pontnie Marshes. 


Britain Won't Allow 
Import Circus Acts 
To Take Vode Dates 


London, Dee. 8. 

A bombshell has been thrown by 
the Ministry of Labor which now 
refuses to grant permits to acts 
booked for circuses here to play 
vaudeville dates on the side. It has 
always been customary for such im- 
ported acts to accept vaudeville, 
bookers looking forward to the ar- 
rival of these novelties to help al- 
leviate the act shortage. 

New ruling has caused a rumpus 
among the agen‘ts, who are deter- 
mined to fight the issue to the end. 
They are even threatening to appeal 
to the Home Secretary. 


LONDON TRIO CLOSE 
AFTER SHORT RUNS 


London, Dec. 8, 
Three shows closed in the West- 
End after short runs. Most impor- 
tant of the trio is ‘Flowers of the 
Forest,’ new John Van Druten play. 


which marked a new managerial 
partnership at the Whitehall the- 


atre between Jack Buchanan and 
Auriol Lee. 

Show lasted a fortnight. 

‘The Drunkard,’ at the Garrick, 
produced by Jack Haskell and spon- 
sored by Jack Waller, ran a week, 
while ‘Hurricane,’ at the Playhouse, 
stayed four days, with the last day 
showing only 15 cash customers. 

‘The Drunkard’ goes to the 
Princes’ restaurant Dec. 10, having 
been taken over by Bradbury-Pratt, 
who pays for running of show with 
Haskell and Mat. Mckeigue getting 
15% of profits. Show is guaran- 
teed a fortnight, with option. It is 
intended to tour the piece in the 
sticks, twice nightly, in conjunction 
with Alfredo and his band. Latter 
will occupy the entire first half of 
the program. 





In Days Like These 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

Paris civil court permitted a 
roadshow impresario to cut 
in half indemnity called for in 
a contract with actors to be 
paid if tour unexpectedly 
stopped. 

Judge said contract was con- 
tract, but in times like these, 
when receipts melt away, some 
consideration for management 
is necessary, and half an in- 
demnity would have to suffice. 














STAGE SHOWS 
BACK IN LOND. 
PAR HOUSES 


London, Dec. 8. 

Paramount-Astorias are definitely 
going back to big stage shows, with 
the Plaza also resuming the same 
policy early next year. 

Another important change is the 
resumption of house bands, which 
Paramount abandoned about five 


years ago. . 

For the purpose of staging shows 
a company has been formed titled 
Francis Mangan Productions, Ltd., 
with $100,000 capital, of which $50,- 
000 is subscribed by Paramount, the 
balance by H. Segal, connected with 
most Paramount ventures here, and 
Francis Mangan and some of his 
friends. 


Mangan Productions company, al- 
though catering mostly to Para- 
mount, will also produce for other 
companies, particularly those own- 
ing vaudeville houses not in com- 
petition with Paramount, 


Mex. Reform 


(Continued from page 1) 


400 of them, that resort be reopened 
to assure them jobs. Casino de la 
Selva was sold at auction for around 
$20,000 to Manuel Suarez, but 
numerous creditors of former oper- 
ators are trying to collect. Gov- 
ernment desires to make Foreign 
Club buildings a lepers’ sanatorium 
and to convert’ Casino into a public 
school and library. James N. Crof- 
ton, former Tiajuana concessionaire, 
is reported to have dropped plenty 
jack during brief time he ran the 
Cuernavaca resort. Foreign Club 
operators are said to be around a 
million bucks in the black. 

Foreign Club’s closing, which 
came only two hours notice, left 
several Americans in its floor show 
out in the cold. Some of them 
landed in stage shows of first run 
local cinemas. 

Sporting circles are wondering 
just how far and wide administra- 
tion’s anti-gambling attitude will be 
carried. Talk is that all border 
pitches, including Agua Caliente, 
will be shut within the next few 
weeks. Indicated that move means 
the end of all concessioned gambling 
in Mexico. 

















Much Ado About Little 





Jcsevhine Baker Asked to Postpone Open- 
ing of New Play but Manager Says No 





Paris, Dec. 8. 

Leon Volterra, local impresario, 
not only has refused to postpone 
the opening of Josephine Baker in 
Offenbach's ‘Creole’ at the Marigny 
to please the authors, Louis Ver- 
neuil and Georges Berr, but wants 
to know how the authors get that 


way. 
Verneuil and Berr, in an open 
letter to Miss Baker which was 


really aimed at Volterra, said their 


piece, ‘School for Taxpayers,’ was 





doing well.at the Marigny, and 
| wouldn't she please find another 
} hall for her music show, so as not 
}to chase ‘Taxpayers’ away. 

Volterra replied that the cast of |: 


‘School for Taxpayers’ was desert- 


ing him for other work, one by one, 
so there could be no question of 
keeping the players on the job—a 
question which Verneuil and Berr 
had raised. Said he had kept the 
play going all summer, in spite of 
discouraging daily grosses, to 
please the authors. 

Added that its Verneuil’s fault 
that a film version of ‘Taxpayers’ 
has already opened on the boule- 
vards, thus damaging the legit ver- 
sion. 

Verneuil and Berr, getting the 
last word, replied thit maybe this 
was all true, but Volterra could 
| still have found anoth house for 
|his operetta, while their show was 
till making a profit. 
| But the show goes on, 
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| Plays Abroad 





FEMMES EN FOLIE 


(‘Women Gone Mad’) 
Paris, Dec. 5. 

Revue in two acts and WO scenes, pre- 
ented by Paul Derval at the Folies Bergere, 
Paris. Book by Jean le Seyeux; music by 
Maurice Hermite, Pierre Labruieu, 
Chantrier, Christine, Moises Simon, Neu- 
ville, Chagrin Himmel, Rudd and Leiv- 
bovici, Staged by Pierre Frejol; dances 
arranged by Marguerite Froman; costumes 
by Max Weldy, Brunelleschi, Dany, 
Jyarmathy, Seltenhammer and Wittop; 
sets By Deshays, Boussard and Sillard; 
lighting effects by Laisy. Starring 
Edith Mera, featuring Randall and Spa- 
daro, Opened Dec. 1. 


| 
| 
| 


This year’s Folies has all- the 
regular ingredients, mixed and 
served in the regular way, and will 
undoubtedly have the regular run 
of one full year, with slight changes 
in the cast from time to time. How 
much business it does depends on 
how business is, not on the show, 
which is perfectly standardized. 

Mistinguett is out of the show 
this year, and headliner is Edith 
Mera, who played in_ successful 
operetta ‘Hortensie Sisters’ last sea- 
son. 

Show has an English line, 20 
Bluebell’s Beautiful Ladies, who de- 
part from the Tiller tradition by 
working more as individuals. They 
are all tall, and at times work as 
deliberately as showsgirls, rather 
than dancing girls. They are sup- 
plemented by a French ballet, 
Spark’s, and 16 French chorus men 
billed Eton boys. 

Nude mannequins are restricted 
to six, but they all have first rate 
figures, the Folies standard having 


risen in recent years, They are 
Visirova, Vera Barlow, Sandra 
Luneva, Georgie Miller, Gladys 


Ronsay and Clarisse Kaldor, latter a 
graduate of one of Pierre Sandrini’s 
recent Tabarin shows. 

One of the hits of the show Is a 
political masque dance titled ‘Ballet 
Bourbon’ (Palais Bourbon is the 
name of the building which houses 
the French Chamber of Deputies) in 
which dancers wear masks caricatur- 
ing leading French politicians and 
deputies. 

This number leads straight into 
the first act finale, which is a patri- 
otic number with red, whte and blue 
costumes and lights. Derval isn’t 
letting Varna, who played patrio- 
tism heavy in the Casino show, 
steal a march on him here, 

Costumes and sets are striking 
throughout, one particularly good 
costume number being titled 
‘Painters of Women,’ in which the 
six mannequins represent famous 
paintings of women by _ Titian, 
Valasquez, Fragonard, Winter- 
halter, Boldini and Van Dongen, and 
parade to period music. 

Randall, old Folies standby, sup- 
plies most of the humor in the 
sketches. Gets in his usual polyglot 
stuff by playing a cop in French, 
German, English and American in 
a skit based on the difficulty of en- 
forcing ‘verboten’ laws. 

Hollywood is kidded in the opener 
of the second act, which burlesques 
a matrimonial agency for film 
Stars and a grand Hollywood mar- 
riage, which takes place under 
water, with bride and groom arising 
nude and dripping. This is one of 
the spectacular scenic numbers. 
At the finale, legit musicals and 
films are both kidded in a burlesque 
on ‘White Horse Tavern’ followed 
by a production number titled ‘Altar 
for Vamps.’ Stern, 


FOR EVER 


London, Nov. 27. 
Semi-historical play in three acts by 
Noel Langley, produced by the author at 
the Shaftesbury theatre, Nov. 26. 














Simone de’ Bardi.......... Denys Blakelock 
Gemma Donati..... we rTe Te Thea Holme 
Guido di gherado... -...-Francis James 
OIOO WUTSMUNN Eat 6céccceccnesens Roy Byford 


Beatrice Portinari.. 
Dante Alighieri.... 
Alighiero......... 
Lapa Alighieri..... 


-- Margaretta Scott 
+.--Eric Portman 
+-Ronald Simpson 
soe ees Lola Duncan 


SE ae | 

Opinions were divided about 50-50 | 
on ‘For Ever.’ It is the story « 
Dante and Beatrice, not based en- 
tirely on historical fact and spoken 
in colloquial verbiage. Those who 
liked it professed to be entranced; 
those who didn’t were ineffably 
bored. 

Judged from the standpoint of a 
play, the plot is less than negligible, 
and there is a diversity of opinion 
with regard to the acting. 

One point on which there was no 
diversity of opinion was the splen- 
did scenic and sartorial investiture. 


this. Jolo. 


| THE DOMINANT SEX 


London, Dee. 4. 


New comedy in three acts by Michael 
‘gan Presented by Embassy Productions, 
Ltd., at the Embassy theatre, Dec. 3. Pro- 
luced by John Fernald. 





je Od” ere re George Cross 
Dick BBO. cccecsovcsesesecess Richard Bird 
Angela Shale. .cccecesecsecs Diana Churchill 
EACH WOMROOE, 6 scnevcetesessssess Rene Ray 
Mr. Webster. ccecs eeeees lLOoWnsend Whitling 
Mrs. Wedater.occccccocesceccsecs Rita Daniel 
EWC COST, 0006 cs-ccencecee Ellen Pollock 
FOO CC 6 0s ct cnndoeseascas Henry Hewitt 


Michael Egan, author of this play, 
is press agent for the theatre, and, 





under an assumed name and had it 
accepted. He seems to know a lot 
about married life. What he knows 
most about is that when a wife is 
beaten in an argument she starts a 
counter-attack, and nothing can 
bring her back to the original dis- 
cussion, 

Play is based on domestic bicker- 
ing through the medium of a presen- 
tation of the modern moral code, 
Which isn't half as uninteresting as 
it sounds. There is deep, poignant 
drama throughout, and play gives 
an unbiased viewpoint of both sides 
of the question. Characters are 
human and untheatrical. Work of 
the author indicates the discovery 
of a new playwright, one of the few 
this year. 

Rather more than the usual atten- 
tion seems to have been paid to the 
production and casting. Richard 
Bird was requisitioned for the male 
lead, and Diana Churchill plays op- 
posite. There is a clever pair of 
runners-up in the persons of Ellen 
Pollock and Henry Hewitt. Produc- 
tion intelligently handled by John 
Fernald. 

It’s a cinch that this play will be 
transferred to the West End early 
in the New Year. Jolo, 


HALF A CROWN 


London, Dec. 3. 

Farce in three acts by Douglas Furber, 
founded on a play by Arnold Ridley. Pro- 
duced at the Aldwych theatre Dec. 1. 
Molly Glyndower...........++-+..Hileen Peel 
Bill Hunnisett................Nigel Patrick 
a a a -Eliot Makehame 
Walter Hunnisett..... ° .Sydney Howard 
Count Nicholas Povah. --»-Malcolm Keen 
Ps. VORA: cesecctvcs ° -.-Ivan Samson 
Sergeant of the Guard. «+++-Rob Currie 
The Minister of War.......... Frank Royde 
The Countess Sylvia.........Agatha Carroll 
Mrs. Hopcroft............Rosalind Atkinson 
BIOMROME. ce ccccccccecccccccces John Mortimer 















This farce is stated to be adapted 
from a melodrama by Arnold Ridley. 
H. F. Maltby wrote ‘Mr. Budd of 
Kennington,’ which bears a strong 
plot resemblance to the present 
vehicle. 

Returning to England after his 
successful film stay in Hollywood, 
Sydney Howard is mostly his usual 
farcical self, with a modicum of 
pathos. 

A bucolic English grocer is heir 
to a Ruritanian throne and finishes 
up in the grocery shop, with nothing 
left to compensate him but atin can 
full of crown jewels. 

Not sufficient plot to sustain a 
full evening, but those who like 
Howard and the Aldwych farces will 
be entertained more or less to a 
greater or lesser degree. 


Paris, Dec. 7. 

Twelve scenes by Lucienne Favre, 
adapted and produced by Gaston Baty at 
Theatre Montparnasse, Paris. Sets by 
Baty; incidental music by Andre Cadou; 
costumes by Olga Choumansky. Star- 
ring Marguerite Jamois, supported by 
Marie Kalff, George Vitray, Lucien Nat 
and a cast of 25 





Masterpiece of staging for atmos- 
phere. On a relatively small stage, 
with simple though fine sets, clever 
offstage sound and masterly direc- 
tion, Baty in this play has put on 
a complete and impressive repre- 
sentation of a modern Arabian 
Nights scene. Play is set in the 
Casbah, the restricted quarter of 
Algiers, and carries its feeling 100%. 

Film and legit people coming to 
Paris shouldn't fail to see it, be- 
cause it shows a thousand tricks for 
getting atmosphere across. It will 
probably be here for quite a while, 
because Baty, in it, seems to have 
found again something of the for- 
mula of ‘Maya,’ his greatest pre- 
vious success. 

Miss Jamois, who played Maya, 
has another prosty part here, and 
repeats her acting success. Play 
is tough to adopt, because of sub- 
ject, a bit too rough for the U. 8S. 

Stern, 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


Vienna, Dec. 1. 
Dramatic characterization in six scenes 
by John Drinkwater. German version by 
Erich Glass. Stars Otto Tressler. 
Directed by Herbert Waniek under super- 
vision of Hermann Roebbeling. At Burg 
theatre, Nov. 30. 


Idea of International cyclus at 
Burg theatre is to bring nations 
artistically together. For this rea- 
son a representative British 
authored play was selected depict- 
ing American history. In a like 
manner as Maxwell Anderson’s 
‘Elizabeth the Queen’ will be se- 


lected to represent U. S. A. next 
spring. 
Burg theatre performance of 


‘Lincoln’ was extremely effective 
With leading artists cast down to 
the smallest part. Tressler’s Lincoln 
was deeply stirring and is regarded 
as one of best performances of this 
actor. Raoul Aslan heightened the 
poetic quality and Medelsky’s Mrs, 





according to report, he submitted it 


Lincoln, Herterich’s Hook, Hen- 
nings’ Grant, and teimers'’ Lee, 
were a few highlights in a splendid 
performance. 

There were insistent calls for the 
author, but neither Drinkwea'ter or 
Glass appeared Glass. 
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a 
For the Kiddies, And How 


After all these years the mag pub- 
lishers have discovered that chil- 
dren will read mags written down 
to their level. With the result that 
there’s a lot of activity current in 
the juvenile mag field. 

Recently announced Boys’ and 
Girls’ Newspaper, Little Home Pic- 
torial and others are only a few of 
the new juvenile publications to 
come forth with the new year. Nu- 
merous others planned or in prepa- 
ration, and the existing children’s 
mags are strengthening their posi- 
tions to resist the onslaughts of the 
newcomers, 

Even a publisher like Irving Don- 
enfeld, who used to get out some 
sex Mags, is entering the juvenile 
mag field. Has formed a new sub- 
sidiary concern, the Playtime Pub- 
lishing Corp., to issue a mag called 
Playtime. 

Still another forthcoming juve 
mag is one to be called Youth, which 

Richard Davis and a number of as- 
sociates, including Prince Serge 
Obolensky, will publish. 

To strengthen its position against 
competitors, Play Mate will be en- 
larged beginning with the February 
number, at which time the publica- 
tion will undergo a change in title 
to Children’s Play Mate Magazine, 


Macy’s Starts a Howl 


Film and theatrical amusement 
companies, their advertising and 
press departments bombarded the 
N. Y. Mirror (tab) with telegrams 
of protest at the Walter Winchell 
column being taken out of the 
amusement pages and moved up 
front to adjoin the new Macy's de- 
partment store’s daily full page ad. 
Macy’s, long balking at placing copy 
with the Mirror, was sold a con- 
tract, supposedly direct by Arthur 
Brisbane, the new Mirror editorial 
supervisor, with the express pro- 
viso that the Winchell column would 
adjoin. 

Showmen’s angle is that any 
Broadway gossip column belongs in 
the amusement section. Objection 
is also made to a new advertiser 
coming into the paper, like Macy’s, 
and being accorded special con- 
sideration as against the regular 
amusement advertisers who have 
been supporting the Mirror right 
along. 


_— 





Lorimer Ditches Presidency 

George Horace Lorimer stepping 
down as president of the Curtis 
Publishing Co., which issues the 
Satevepost among other publica- 
tions. Becomes chairman of the 
board, following the action. of the 
late Cyrus H. K, Curtis, who va- 
cated the post of president to make 
room for Lorimer in the top spot of 
the Curtis organization. 

Walter D. Fuller, first vice-presi- 
dent, automatically moves up to the 
post relinquished by Lorimer. 

Explained by Lorimer that his 
action is to relieve himself of some 
of the responsibilities. He contin- 
ues as editor of the Satevepost, 
however. 


2 Mags Cut Prices 


sales prices continue to 
teeter. While some publishers are 
upping their prices, claiming in- 
creased manufacturing costs, others 
are cutting, due mostly to competi- 
tion in the same field. 

West, one of the few mags re- 
maining to Doubleday, Doran, will 
lop a nickel off its sales price, be- 
ginning with the February number, 
to sell for fifteen cents. Street & 
Smith also chops a nickel off Clues, 
making it a dime a copy. 


Mag 


Still a Verbal Matter 

Reported plan of Harry Steeger 
and Harold S. Goldsmith, of Popu- 
lar Publications, the mag chain, to 
go into book publishing, not alto- 
gether set yet. Steeger and Gold- 
Smith still talking it over, with 
Hurd Whitney, of Morrow, sitting 
in. If idea goes through, Whitney 
will probably direct the Popular 
book affiliate. 

Steeger-Goldsmith book idea is 
to issue a volume a week of the 
light fiction type suitable for circu- 
lating libraries. 


Reed Club’s Writers’ School 
The John Reed Club will in- 


augurate a Writers’ School next 
month at its quarters. Courses will 
include fiction, poetry, journalism 


and criticism. 

John Reed Club is named for the 
American writer who died in Rus- 
sia and was buried in the Kremlin. 
Membership comprises scribblers 
With radica] kaninga., 








Prohi Vets 


Sherman Billingsley re- 
opened the Stork club, New 
York, last week, with the 
newspaper bunch and other 
special guests receiving invi- 


tations which read: 

‘Veterans of Prohibition, 
Stork Club Post, invite you to 
join them for preview of the 
new club stop no password 
needed this time come early 
stay late and bring your own 
sponge.’ 

It was signed by 
Broun, commander; Joe Wil- 
liams, past commander; Mark 
Hellinger, future commander: 
Bill Corum, youngest major: 
Steve Hannagan, private. 


Heywood 











Wood and the Guild 

World Telegram, New York, still 
has women’s page trouble, so much 
so that Lee Wood, the m.e., pro- 
poses to place a man in charge of 
the department. Latest incumbent 
was Evelyn Seeley, whose column- 
ing was okay but it seems her ac- 
tivities with the Newspaper Writers 
Guild got into Wood's hair and 
after a series of arguments she 
walked. 

Last summer Wood was ribbed 
plenty after engaging Vivian Shir- 
ley to do women, then discovering 
she is the wife of Harry Nason, Jr., 
m.e. of the Post, the World-Tely’s 
pet hate. At present, the World- 
Tely has guest women columnists. 
Miss Seeley is married to Kenneth 
Stewart of the Literary Digest and 
one time instructor in journalism 
at Stanford University. 

That Guild angle on Miss Seeley 
has the lads around town worried. 
Wood's trouble with Heywood 
Broun recenly was diagnosed the 
same way. 





Anvil Moves Up 

Utilizing the services of the Cen- 
tral Distribution Bureau, The An- 
vil, with its ninth issue, graduates 
from the ‘little’ magazine category 
and enlarges its local sales outlet 
from 20 bookstores and newsstands 
to 200. Boom for this proletarian 
fiction mag, which was founded by 
Jack Conroy and Walter Snow as 
a pioneer in its field in 1933, results 
from its repeated citations in Ed- 
ward J. O’Brien’s ‘The Best Short 
Stories of 1934.’ 

Not only was it the only radical 
mag to have a story reprinted in the 
O’Brien collection—Louis Mamet’s 
‘The Pension’—but ten others of its 
regular contributing staff won list- 
ings on the three-star Roll of 
Honor. Mag is edited from St. 
Louis, Mo. 





Police Gazette Resuming 

Police Gazette, which passed from 
the control of Merle Hersey via the 
bankruptcy route, will resume again 
under Hersey guidance. The Her- 
sey who will publish the revived 
mag is Dorothy M. Hersey, who will 
have Bernard Frank associated with 
her. 

Fate of the other Merle Hersey 
publications undecided. Among 
them was to have been a feminine 
counterpart of Esquire called 
Caprice. 


Making ’Em Last 
Wear and tear in the circulating 
libraries is such that publishers are 
experimenting with all sorts of 
book-jackets to keep books fairly 


durable. Knopf believes it has the 
best bet with a _ socalled ‘metal’ 
jacket. 


Make up of heavy aluminum foil, 
it’s claimed to supply the best pro- 
tection yet devised for a _ book. 
Knopf will supply it to those of its 
books which get a heavy circulating 
library play. 





Bernstein Issuing Mag 

Herman Bernstein, who resigned 
recently as editor of the Jewish 
Daily Bulletin, turning publisher 
with a mag which he will edit him- 
self. Publication is to be known as 
Present and Future, and will cover 
general events rather than sectarian 
ones. 

Bernstein has been a newspaper 
correspondent, editor and American 
Minister to Albania. 


Gannett Reporting Europe 


Frank E. Gannett, head of the 
Gannett chain, is sending to his 
newspapers a series of articles on 
the European situation, the pub- 
lisher now being on a tour of the 
Continent and traveling by plane, 
as he often does in this country. 


Stories are slugged ‘by mail’ 





Paris Trib Settles 


Staff of the Paris edition of the 
Chicago Tribune has settled with 
the management on salary claims, 
and matter will not be taken into 
court. Grows out of the merger 
of the Trib with the Paris edition 
of the N. Y. Herald. Each man 
made separate wage claim adjust- 
ments, according to length of time 
he had been on the paper's staff, 
average being about three months’ 
pay per man. According to French 
law anyone discharged from any 
job is entitled to one month's pay 


at firing time for each year he has | 


served his employer. 

Several of the boys have found 
themselves jobs. Will Barber, 
copy reader, goes to London to 
assist John Steele in the Chi Trib 
Office there. Joe Ravotto, who 
wrote sports, has a legman’s assign- 
ment with U.P. in Paris. Bob Sage, 


copy reader, goes over to the 
Herald. Most of the men are still 
jobless. 


Some of the boys are amusing 
themselves by getting out Paris 
Tribune, a new weekly. It carries 
some of the policies of the dropped 
daily, notably May Birkhead’s so- 
ciety column .and Herol Egan's 
bar gossip. Jimmy King, racing 
expert, is running it in his own 
name, Alex Small, whose column 
was one of the big draws of the 
daily Tribune, contributed to the 
first issue of the new weekly but 
has been out since. He has gone 
over to the Chicago Tribune for- 
eign service. 

Paris Herald is unchanged since 
the merger except for the addition 
of the name on the front page and 
the inclusion of the Gumps and 
Moon Mullins cartoon strips. 


Fan Mag Changes 

As a result of the purchase of 
Motion Picture Publications by the 
Fawcetts, several changes are being 
made on editorial staff. Motion 
Picture Magazine will be edited by 
Patricia Reilly, formerly with Red 
Book and College Humor, and re- 
cently with Esquire Magazine. 

Movie Classic will be edited by 
Murphy McHenry, former editor of 
Screenplay. Screenplay will be 
edited by William Gaines, formerly 
with Photoplay Magazine. Screen 
Book will be edited by Carl 
Schroeder. 

Hollywood Magazine, another of 
the Fawcett string, will be edited 
by James Reid, who has been on 
the editorial staff of Motion Pic- 
tures Publications for several years. 
Laurence Reid, former editor of 
Motion Pictures Publications, be- 
comes managing editor of the com- 
bined lawcett eastern’ editorial 
office. 


Authors, Guild Talk Merger 


Proposed affiliation between the 
Authors League and Newspaper 
Guild looks warm. Respective or- 
ganizations have appointed com- 
mittees to talk it over. 

Authors League committee con- 
sists of Elmer Davis, Homer Croy, 
Arthur Richman, Sidney Howard, 
Ralph Block and John Howard 
Lawson. On the committee repre- 
senting the Newspaper Guild are 
Heywood Broun, Carl Randau and 
Paul Fredericksen, 


Eberhard’s Specialty Co’s. 

Couple of specialized book proj- 
ects being undertaken by John F. 
Eberhard simultaneously. One is 
the Catholic Book Co., and the other 
the National Medical Book Co. Two 
organizations will be housed in one 
office. 

Nature of the books to be issued 
by Eberhard indicated by the titles 
of his two companies, 


On Law 

Morris Hirschman and Abraham 
Bookstein, reputedly interested in 
the Central Book Co., will issue a 
mag to be called Small Items. Cen- 
tral Book Co. issues technical vol- 
umes. 

Understood that Small Items will 
deal with legal matters. 





New Femme Mag 


Another mag for femmes is In the 
making, to be known as The Amer- 
ican Woman. Sponsor is Edward F. 
McSweeney, who is now assembling 
a staff. 

Publication of The American 
Woman will be monthly, and sched- 
uled to get going early next year. 


Kobler on Ads 


A. J. Kobler, after his Hearst 
huddle on the Coast, is back as 
general advertising manager of the 
eastern Hearst newspapers, leaving 
his post as publisher of the N. Y. 


j Daily Mirros. 





‘Good-Bye Mr. Chips’ ($1.25) ... 
‘Forty Days of Musa Dagh’ 


‘So Red the Rose’ ($2.50) 





‘Lust for Life’ ($2.50) 


($1.00) 
($2.75) 


‘Why Not Try God’ 
‘While Rome Burns’ 





Best Sellers 


Best Seilers for the week ending Dec. 15, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
“Terre y TTT tt ee. BY James 
(SEBO) ccownnteeeoseae By 
oe Sees LELBO? wccrcasesseceeseces 
‘Mary Peters’ ($2.50) ..... seen sees 
Non-Fiction 
deck edie ae By Alexander Woollcott 
‘42 Years in the White House’ ($3.50) 
‘Wine From These Grapes’ ($2.00) 
ee ee CO os na a bdo es 
‘Experiment in Autobiography’ ($3.00) 


Hilton 
Franz Werfel 
By Stark Young 
....-By James Hilton 
By Mary Ellen Chase 
By Irving Stone 


wate>esebéenbees By Mary Pickford 
bareilymnen By Irwin H, Hoover 
...-By Edna St. Vincent Millay 
sSebesecescee ss By Stanley Walker 
By H. G. Wells 








The ‘Barnum’ Script 

First screen play to be published 
in book form in the U. 8S. is “The 
Mighty Barnum,’ by Gene Fowler 
and Bess Meredyth (Covici-Friede; 
$2). Whether it is going to be- 
come, as the publishers and authors 
believe, a new form of literature, 
is doubted, but it will get attention 
and this first sample ought to sell 
well on its own. 

It’s a racy, fast and interesting 
yarn and, as told by Fowler here, 
makes interesting reading, although 
one gets the impression it would 
rather be read in original book 
form, where it wouldn't be so ab- 
breviated and_ sketchy. Book's 
greatest kick lies in its novelty of 
presentation, but the idea itself is 
not likely to be too successful. 
Even plays in book form are not too 
easy to read, frequently, and screen 
plays, because of the numerous 
asides, directions and_ technical 
terms, are even worse. 


Tin Pan Alley Inside 


Best thing about ‘The Facts of 
Life in Popular Song’ (Whittlesey 
House; $1.50) is the opening chap- 
ter of the same name, from which 
Sigmund Spaeth developed the 148 
page booklet. Most of the rest is pad- 
ding, albeit authentic and written 
in an engaging, good-humored style, 
without attempting to be too smart- 
alecky and yet achieving an 
authenticity that substantiates Doc 
Spaeth’s keen insight into the 
machinations of Tin Pan Alley. 

Apart from the few laymen in- 
terested in pop songs the field must 
be limited for this book: for the 
others it’s rather old trade stuff. 
Songwriters don’t care about mixed 
metaphors, wrong’ tenses, poor 
parsing, weird rhymes and the kin- 
dred little things Spaeth dwells on, 
so long as the song sells. 

Title piece was a sketch in Ameri- 
can Spectator. Other portions have 
appeared in the New Yorker. 





Growing Up 

Carman Barnes, who made some- 
thing of a splash with ‘School Girl,’ 
goes a step ahead with ‘Young 
Woman’ (Claude Kendall & Will- 
oughby Sharp; $2.50), in which 
Naomi Bradford, another of those 
Southern beauties, tackles New 
York with just what results no- 
body knows, since the story ends 
on a note of suspense as Naomi 
takes her first licking. 

Story will interest theatrical 
readers since Naomi hooks on to a 
famous producer of girl shows. 
He will not give her a chance, since 
he fears it will make her independ- 
ent of his bounty, and doles out 
small bills from a large bankroll, 
with the continual protest that he 
cannot spare even that. Eventually 
he tires of her and Naomi, locked 
out of her hotel room and tossed 
out of her benefactor’s, goes out 
into the cold street presumably to 
face a sequel. But she’s still un- 
sullied except for a brief affair in 
her schoolgirlhood, so there should 
still be hope. Well told. 


Unguarded Photos 
‘People on Parade’ (David Kemp, 
3) brings together several hundred 

off-guard photographs as snapped 
by Jerome Zerbe, first-nighter and 
free-lance. While many have 
graced ads and blurbs in class 
mags, most are reproduced for the 
first time. Camera creeps up on 
socialites in New York, Chicago, 
Miami and other points. 

Little of Broadway in the selec- 
tion, although some of the best pic- 
tures depict Constance Collier, 
Dorothy Gish, Cole Porter and Tal- 
lulah Bankhead draped around 
tables. Practically all photographed 
are drinking, which wears thin after 
}a while. 





Book Reviews 


Omnibus of Crime 

Erle Stanley Gardner’ almost 
wrote the best whodunit of the year 
in his newest ‘Case of the Curious 
Bride’ (Morrow; $2). It’s another 
‘Perry Mason’ yarn and its only 
trouble is that it’s a bit too much 
along the same lines of “The Case 


of the Howling Dog’ in situation 
and unraveling. But it’s a fast, 
interesting and human yarn, 


nevertheless, and well worth addi- 
tion to mystery shelves. Warners 
is making it into a film and it 
should be okay. 

There’s a lot of action and con- 
siderable excitement in ‘Eyes of 
Death’ (Crime Club; $2), by John 
Bentley, although the solution is 
pretty obvious very early in the 
book. For a Scotland Yard yarn, 
it has an exceptionally good set of 





dialog. Not for films. 
CHATTER 

Martha Foley doing a historicaf 
novel. 

Francis Stuart has written hig 
autobiog. 

Valentine Williams back from 
England. 

Naomi Mitchison gets here in 
February. 


Archie Binns will go to Florida te 
write that new novel. 


Hamish Hamilton, London pub« 
lisher, has gone home. 
International Publishers observe 


ing its 10th anniversary. 
A. G. Macdonell back in N. Y, 
after a quick tour of the country. 
Literary Guild choice for January 








is Anthony Thorne’s ’Delay in the 


Sun.’ 

Joseph MHergesheimer tired of 
travel. Will stay in town for the 
winter. 


Real name of R. Philmore, author 
of ‘Journey Downstairs,’ is Herbert 
E. Howard. 

Barbara Nolen one of the very 
few children’s book editors with a 
child of her own. 

Authors League issuing personal 
appeals to more affluent members to 
aid indigent scribblers. 

Harcourt, Brace has taken Rufus 
King from Doubleday, Doran—but 
D-D has taken Thames Williamson 
from H-B. 

John H. Lynch and William Cun- 
ningham have joined the Chicago 
advertising office of McFadden 
Women’s group. 

William Poole has quit Putnam to 
join the McBride editorial staff. 
Tay Hohoff also added to the 
McBride organization. 


The Broad A 


(Continued from page 1) 








soup. It’s getting so tough that 
some muggs with a Brooklyn ace 
cent are yelling ‘Stout Fellow!’ and 
‘Hear! Hear’ at the fights on Friday 
night in Oxford as fakey as a back 
drop. The only thing that’s missing 
is the monocle, but Hollywood is not 
without the single eyeglass. There’s 
a few of those around, too. 

Affected Piccadilly is the latest 
thing to denote class, and everyone 
is trying to talk like Leslie Howard, 
Switch is made overnight, with lit- 
tle thought of the impression it 
creates. Locals start ot with the 
broad A and advance from there. 

Accent is picked up at the Sunday 
afternoon cricket games where the 
Englishmen congregate, and the 
schooling the boys receive from C, 
Aubrey Smith, Boris Karloff, Rone 
ald Colman and others of the 
English colony who foregather to 
knock over wickets. 

Thing has gone so far that most 
studios have a rush to the commis- 
sary at 4 p. m. for tea, with more 
and more availing themselves of 








the afternoon rest period daily. 
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Places 





ferocity, ringing her eyes with such 
abundance of black eye pencil she 


SS —— 
Going 
By Cecelia Ager 
Z Little Girls 
Two little girls, aged six and 


nine, went to the Astor theatre to 
see ‘Babes-in Toyland.’ They were 
very carefully brought up little 
girls, and their entertainment had 
always been chosen with a great 


deal of grave weighing as to what 
would be good for them and what 
would not. Always before sending 
them to theatre, their dear mother 
used to make sure beforehand that 
they would find nothing to upset 
them or give them’ unpleasant 
dreams or ideas, but this time she 
took a chance, which was very 
wrong of mother. 

The nine-year-old was impressed 
by the antics of Laurel and Hardy, 
but sadly disappointed in Charlotte 
Henry, who, as Little Bo Peep, was 
rather too plain and costumed too 
matter-of-factly to win her adora- 
tion. At the conclusion of the pic- 
ture, the nine-year-old made only 
the slightest stand to see the pic- 
ture over again. 

The six-year-old, though she’s 
known around the Mickey Mouse 
theatre as quite a _ sticker, was 
eager to be gone. Nothing could 
induce her to see that picture again, 
not even the wooden soldiers. She 
was not amused by the Bogeyman, 
who looked like Mr. Hyde in baggy 
black tights and fright wigs; she 
did not care for the underground 
caverns of Bogeyland, nor was she 
interested in watching the croco- 
diles lying in the murky waters 
with jaws wide open. She particu- 
lariy did not like this part. 

She was also scornful of a pro- 
duction that allotted Little Bo Peep 
only three sheep. Both little girls 
were amazed to find Toyland so full 
of villainy, deceit and menace, so 
they made up their minds not to 
believe a word of this Toyland and, 
instead, try to recapture the Toy- 
land of their imaginations. 





A Cleaned-up Repeat 


This time—‘Hell in the Heavens’— 
it’s Conchita Montenegro who’s the 
little Fra-a-nsch girl to all the 
brave American soldier boys, or the 
girl in the picture who wears the 
extraordinarily low necked peasant 
blouses. 

Now it’s Miss Montenegro’s turn 
to shake a crop of black curls, tum- 
ble backwards into the laundry 
basket, scamper in and out of the 
officers’ quarters at the shell-struck 
old French chateau, change from 
wild-cat to kitten for love of the 
American cap-tain. Now it’s her 
crack at learning, wide-eyed, the so 
funny American slang, at beating 
the manly chests of the officers as 
they bear her kicking and screaming 
to the dug-out when it’s the Ger- 
mans’ turn to play war. Dolores 
Del Rio did it ali In ‘What Price 
Glory,’ and many have done it since. 

Still Miss Montenegro’s experience 
differs in certain respects from that 
of her predecessors. She plays the 
little French girl in cleaner, decenter 
times. The only proposals Miss 
Montenegro hears are proposals of 
marriage, the only kisses she gets 
are vertical and on her brow. 





‘Babbitt’s’ Women 


As penance, it seems, for having 
been so good at smart crack de- 
livery, Warner Brothers has sen- 
tenced Aline MacMahon to a series 
of small town wife and mother 
roles, latest of which is Mrs. Bab- 
bitt in ‘Babbitt.’ 

Young Miss MacMahon is not 
only married to Guy Kibbee again 
in this one, she is again the mother 
of his strapping brood, she must 
again confess an undying passion 
for the gentleman. Embedded in 
a clutter of electric toasters and 
garrulous colored maids, pre-occu- 
pied with thoughts of two and one- 
half-minute boiled eggs and veal 
roasts, dressed with matronly 
sedateness, always serving as buffer 


between pop and the kiddies, the 
acid and interesting Miss Mac- 
Mahon is relentlessly transformed 
into a sweet-tempered bore. Quite 
a feat, but ‘Babbitt’ manages it. 
In ‘Babbitt,’ too, is Claire Dodd 
as : blonde menace, equipped with 
guile, prettiness and a small but 
tasteful collection of slim dark 
dresses with dainty white lingerie 
eoliars. If she’d only stop plucking 


her eyebrows to such painfully thin 


arcs. The eyebrows date her, re- 
stricting her field to provincial 
vamping. 

Minna Gombel caricatures the 


discontented nagging wife with 


scares the audience as well as her 
husband. A pity, because her sleek 
blonde coiffure, brushed severely off 
her ears and close to her head, is 
so becoming. 





Ballet Slippers and Heels 
Irene Vermillion gets 
into her dance, in her 
thoughtfully produced act at the 
Palace, five lady trumpet players 
line up and blow. Precise as Rus- 
sell Markert Rockettes, they line 
up, march forward and blow. Hav- 
ing puffed and puffed, they march 
backwards, now a little to the side, 
now halt. Now they stand like 
femme angel Gabriels in their flow- 
ing white chiffon dresses, never 
taking their trumpets from off their 
faces, they’ve got their mutes 
pinned to their trumpets, blowing 
prettily and harmoniously while 
Miss Vermillion, having been an- 
nounced with proper fanfare, glides 
through her routines. 


Miss Vermillion is notable not 
only for her five sweet and modest 
lady trumpet players, she is also 
capable of still greater resources. 
Having discovered how flat-footed 
toe ballet slippers make a_ toe 
dancer look when she’s not up on 
her toes—and a toe dancer can’t 
be on her toes‘every minute—Miss 
Vermillion has had attached to her 
toe ballet slippers little rhinestone 
heels. Little rhinestone heels for 
her first number, when she’s wear- 
ing the long blue georgette banded 
with the white ruffling all over, and 
the short white gloves and white 
eap. Later Miss Vermillion is a 
fly—she steps forth from a back- 
drop with a sequin web; still later 
a tropical flower beating white satin 
drums on either side of her as she 
slowly descends into a split. 


Keller Sisters are wearing prints 
this week, and one of them has 
gone in for those new-fangled 
bangs. Miss Jarvis, Vic Oliver’s 
lady stooge, wears a black suit with 
peaked shoulders. But her costume 
fades into nothingness on the same 
stage with Mr. Oliver’s own arrest- 
ingly high-waisty grey plaid suit. 


Whenever 
ready to go 





Saenger Reorg. 





(Continued from page 23) 


lix-Saenger and 1,400 shares of ‘B’ 
stock, 25% of amount outstanding, 
in Dent Theatres. Saenger is the 
owner of 25% of the Dent stock. 

A total of 500 shares of preferred 
and 50 shares of ‘A’ common of 
Central Florida Theatres, Inc., held 
by Richards, plus anything re- 
ceived through or on account of 
the stock of Peninsular Theatres, 
Inc., another Saenger Florida sub- 
sidiary. 


Evidence of ownership of 3,750 
shares of the capital stock, or 50%, 
of Jefferson Amus. Co. (Texas), 
subject to lien of a reorganized 
Saenger indenture. 


An assignment of all liabilities 
of corporations, stock of which is 
vested in Richards as receiver. 


The sum of $38,000 in cash, plus 
a sum equivalent to the dividends 
accruing after Nov. 1, 1934, on stock 
to be held by the trustees. 

Assignment of obligation of re- 
organized Saenger to give posses- 
sion of certificates representing 
stock of Jefferson Amus. to Saenger 
or its assignees as soon as stock is 
released from lien of a Saenger in- 
denture. 

The trustees, also, are to buy 20 
shares of Saenger ‘B’ stock out- 
standing for the sum of $211.40. 
Paramount has been in control of 
all other stock of the Saenger 
Theatres and Saenger Realty com- 
panies, both of which are under re- 
ceivership. At the time of receiver- 
ship Saenger had 160 houses in 
Florida, North Carolina, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Vir- 
ginia and Arkansas, Circuit has 
been reduced to 60. 

Most of the Saenger properties 
are mortgaged under various bond 
issues. Two against Saenger are 
for $952,500 and $597,500, while three 
exist against Saenger Realty, guar- 
anteed by Saenger Theatres. These 
are for $674,000, $240,000 and $40,000. 
According to Saenger’s books as of 


Dec. 30, 1933, the company owed 
subsidiaries $663,388 and general 
creditors $75,645. 


Three different committees have 
figured in formation of the plan in 
the south, the Saenger (New 
Orleans), the Mobile (Ala.) and the 





Did You Know That— 





Sally Rand employs a man 
whose sole function it is to 
blow up those bubbles...that 
was Lilian Bond, at Sardi’s, 
in that attractive Burgundy 
outfit... Frederick Roland 
teaches English and dramatic 
art at the Language Club Ex- 
change...too bad Mabel Al- 
bertson had to turn down that 
offer for a show because of 
her Phil Baker contract... 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodman Ace 
(Easy Aces) are leaving for 
the south...Irene Bordoni 
should always wear that be- 
coming green hat...Jeannotte 
ean take a bow on his pupil, 
Enid de Philippe, who is caus- 
ing so much comment on her 
performances at the Hippo- 
drome...the opera crowd pre- 
dict fine things for her...Mrs. 
Bert Lytell’s laid up with the 
flu...Tonio Selwert seemed to 
be enjoying La Argentina’s 
dancing Saturday afternnon... 
Nell and Lynn Farnol are off 
to Bermuda... Billy Gaxton 
has never been more attrac- 
tive than in ‘Anything Goes’ 
...Peggy Wood was hiding 
behind spectacles at the Al- 
gonquin Saturday...Marguer- 
ite Churchill was there, too, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cal- 
hern, Mrs. Eddie Robinson and 
Bill Tilden...Verree Teasdale 
at the Mayfair Saturday night 
with Adolphe Menjou...and 
Dorothy Hall and Neal An- 
drews, too...Paul Whiteman 
has a police escort between 
broadcasts...that was Madame 
Frances lunching with Helen 
Paul and Ronnie Simons last 
week...something should be 
done about hiring more ap- 
propriate Santa Claus imper- 
sonators in the stores...most 
of the present crop frighten 
the youngsters ... Madeline 
Cameron is perfectly stunning 
in her pearl grey costume with 
grey krimmer coat and Rus- 
sian fez. 











Lillian Hellman 





(Continued from page 52) 


was finally finished, Miss Hellman 
felt she’d written a pretty good 
play. So, thankfully, did the 
critics. Miss Hellman, and the 
people who read it before produc- 
tion, liked the third act best. It 
was the hardest to write. She wrote 
it, tore it up, rewrote it, threw it 
out, rewrote it again, until at last 
she got it to say what she wanted 
it to say. It was the most impor- 
tant act to her because it was ef- 
fect. , 

The first two acts were cause, 
which to Miss Hellman is relatively 
unimportant. She’s interested in 
effect. Agatha Christie, for in- 
stance, in a murder story gives you 
cause. You read it, enjoy it per- 
haps, and forget it. Dostoevsky in 
a murder is concerned with effect. 
You do not forget Dostoevsky. 

But the reviews liked the third 
act least. Considered it too long, 
confused, said it should have ended 
with Martha’s suicide. Watching 
the performance, Miss Hellman sees 
they’re right. The third act is con- 
fused, but not too long—too short. 
It does not, she sees now, root the 
play sufficiently. It does not make, 
to her satisfaction, the point that 
Miss Hellman had in mind all along 
when she was writing the play— 
that in a better order of society 
this tragedy could not happen. 

The third act is confused, too, 
Miss Hellman feels, because she did 
not motivate some of her charac- 
ters well enough. Well, she sees 
now that she got too ambitious, 
then frightened. She did not know 
any better then. The third act read 
best, but plays are meant to be 
acted not read, she realizes now. 


Just a Bad Kid 

Nor did Miss Hellman, writing 
the play, regard the child as the 
demon she turned out. She thought 
her just a bad, precocious child, 
never pathological. Florence Mc- 
Gee's magnificent performance, 
Herman Shumlin’s remarkable un- 
derstanding direction and casting, 
gives her importance beyond Miss 
Hellman’s conception of the role 
in the writing of it, but still Miss 
Hellman does not consider her 
pathological. If the audience does, 
Miss Hellman feels that that’s be- 
cause they’ve forgotten their own 
childhood. 

Children tell lies, and there are 
bad children. This child was a bad 
child and told lies, but in this case 
the child had the adult strength to 








Clarksdale (Miss.) committees. 


stick to a lie whose significance she 


— 


Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
TALLULAH BANKHEAD 
‘Dark Victory’—Little 





Tallulah Bankhead is at the Little theatre in a tragedy called ‘Dark 
Victory’. Given eight months to live, the girl in the story goes the limit. 
It's all very unpleasant although the play seems to be attracting the 
medical profession. 


A black velvet coat, made with two short capes, with a small hat was 
Miss Bankhead’s first costume. Underneath was a simple black frock 
with pink cuffs and a bow at the throat, Two shades of brown was a 
riding habit with a pale shaded pull on. Two evening frocks were ‘shown, 
one a satin of a color bordering on ivory. The backless gown was tied 
at the waistline and at the neck. A crinkly red taffeta dress was worn 
under a sumptuous red velvet caped wrap. The cape and hem were out- 
lined with silver fox. There was a plaid sports coat and a blue cloth 
one-piece dress. 


Ann Andrews, as a wirecracking damsel with all the profanity, was 
nicely dressed, first in a green cloth dress made with a tunic front and 
trimmed with buttons. A small hat was of the same material. Her 
dinner frock was made entirely of plum colored fringe. 


Well Dressed Mother 


“‘Wednesday’s-Child’ comes to the Roxy screen and is as interesting a 
divorce problem play on the silver sheet as it was on the stage, more so 
as it has a happier ending. 


Karen Morely as the discontented wife is more dressy than the stage 
mother was. A black tunic frock has a high collar of narrow lace bands 
and is worn with a flat hat of white. In fact, all Miss Morley’s hats are 
of the flat model. A dinner dress seems to be of tiny lace ruffles made 
with bolero jacket. A white summery frock has a design of black circles 
with a long sash of black velvet. At the trial she is in all black with a 
coat having a loose back. A print in square design has a capelet top. A 
metallic collar is on another black dress and silver fox cape is worn with 
still another black outfit. Shirley Grey in for one scene is in a black suit 
with white revers and blouse and tiny off-the-face hat, 

Roxy stage show starts off with the girls as kiddies in pink maids’ out- 
fits with white aprons. In a conservatory setting the girls are in one, 
layer cerise chiffon gowns, with long pink ribbon bows. Large hats 
hang down the back. The finale has the girls in two different blue cos- 
tumes. One set are in hooped gowns made in five ruffles with satin 
bodices. The rest of the girls are in a darker blue made with tunic tops 
and chiffon skirts, with pleatings as trimming. 

The girl of Duffin and Draper does her doll dance in a short pink 
ruffled dress, 





Badly Miscast Film 


Radio City Music Hall has ‘Music in the Air’ this week. With names 
like Gloria Swanson, John Boles, Douglas Montgomery, Al Shean, Reginal 
Owen and Joseph Cawthorn you expect much, but it amounts to a major 
example of miscasting. Miss Swanson is very bad as the prima donna. 
Unbecoming hats don't help the star a bit. They are bonnet in shape 
coming down, over the ears, and showing no hair. First costume worn 
by Miss Swanson is a three-piece affair. A black coat is worn over a 
plaid lining with muff and gloves matching. Removing the coat, a plain 
black frock is underneath. A white suit with three-quarter coat is 
trimmed with black velvet and a black velvet parasol had a white lining. 
There is a beaded dress trimmed with silver fox, and a white gown is 
smothered with white feathers. 

June Lang is a nice looking blonde with a small voice. Her peasant 
costumes are in keeping and two summery frocks were worn with large 
flop hats. 

Stage show consists of a white ballet and a blue costumed number 
which has been done before. The glass reflector again in evidence for a 
Yuller butterfly number. 





Back 


Much water has passed under the bridge since the Duncan Sisters have 
appeared in vaudeville, and they come back doing the same Topsy and 
Eva act. The blonde piano playing sister is a kiddie in a white dress 
over mauve. A tall woman assists in a hooped dress of blue with gold 
lace front. 

A pretty blond girl assists Capt. Mauss in a white satin dress made 
long and plain, and when she gets in the way.of the spotlight reveals 
she is not underdressed. Grace Barrie, mike singer, has chosen for her 
gown French blue cloth made long with a cape effect and edged with 
moleskin. Her slippers are red. 

The girl of Moore and Revel is in a lame gown of rust and gold. Jack 
Sidney’s ‘Samples’ consists of several girls. One does kicking contor- 
tions in the inevitable short skirt and brassiere of white edged with red. 
Walker sisters are in tomato red taffeta with double breasted bodices 
and wide bows at the throat. There is a dancer in a green frock with 
red trimming and another miss in a white chiffon with black velvet coat. 


Duncans Come 


Mostly Ch, :e24e 

‘Limehouse Blues’, film at the Rialto, is a not too pleasant picture. 
Anna May Wong wears some lovely Chinese costumes and does a dance 
with George Raft in a white satin coat and pants with crystal bead trim- 
ming. Solid crystal beads comprised another outfit and black coat was 
worn with a white skirt. The coat had but a single chrysanthemum 
embroidered on it. There was a print costume, and for street wear a 
plain black suit was worn. 

Jean Parker, as a street urchin, was shabbily dressed most of the time 
but did appear at the finish in a mandarin coat Over a plain satin frock. 
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did not realize. It is the power for 
evil of the lie, not the child, which 
Miss Hellman considers her real 
Villain. Writing the play, Miss 
Heliman wasn’t worried about the 
reception of the child’s character- 
ization; she was worried that the 


Nazi Nite Life 


(Continued from page 1) 





ican cigarets, anything at all, are 
! requested. And in this connection 
ng pene seem too childish for | jt js well to note that the ordinary 

ge. brands of American cigs cost about 
They talk, as near as she can re- | $3 for a pack of 20. Unless the 


member, as children talked when | sucker is wary in one of these 
Miss Hellman was a child. Miss | joints he'll find himself feeding the 
Hellman worried about that, be- | entire company, including the host- 


cause children today, she’s heard, 
are more precocious. The time ele- 
ment makes a difference, Miss Hell- 
man feels. 


esses and barmaids, and that is one 
expensive indoor sport in modern 
Germany. 

Several of the standard places 
still manage to feed and wine one 
without giving the feeling the cus- 
tomer is paying off the nation’s 
reparations bill, but you’ve got to 
know them; you'll never stumble 


For instance, when observers re- 
mark on how matter-of-factly she 
takes her sudden catapulting into 
fame, fortune and Hollywood, Miss 
Hellman explains, ‘This should 








come when you're 20, not 30,’ into them as a stranger. 
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Police raided top floor of 19 W. 
2ist street last week (12) arresting 
three men. Found 600,000 tickets to 
a fake Canadian sweepstakes. Fig- 
ure that about 2,500,000 tickets have 
peen planted through the country 
at $1 a copy. 

Jacqueline Logan takes  bank- 
ruptcy dip in N. Y. Owes $14,461. 
No assets. Most of the sum repre- 
sents income tax here and in Great 
Britain. 

Walter Hampden to play at $2 
top for his N. Y. engagement, 

Philharmonic- Metropolitan deal 
off when Toscanini thumbs down 
the idea as helpful to neither side. 

Arthur M. Loew sued in N. Y. 
supreme court by Collette Francois, 
of Paris, who alleges he promised in 
1929 to marry her. Suit adjourned 
to the April term since the de- 
fendant is abroad. 

W. A. Brady sets Christmas night 
for the premiere of Fools Rush In’ 
at the Playhouse. 

Internal Revenue has men in 
Canada trying to approximate 
amount of liquor smuggled in from 
Canada during prohibition. Will 
seek a $6.10 slap on each gallon. 
Figures to get $5,000,000. 

Harvard University tosses ale and 
beer out of commons. Not enough 
demand to pay the license fees. 

‘Bright Star’ backed up until after 
the holidays. Had been down for 
tomorrow (Wednesday). 

Alex. Basy announces he will send 
29 vaudeville people to Russia 
shortly. Under contract to the So- 
viet for three to six months. Mostly 


dumb acts. 

License Commissioner Moss 
cracks down on the muggs who 
snap pedestrians with candid 


cameras along the sidewalk. Been 
doing a thriving business with two 
copies for two bits. Seven held. 

Embassy theatre, Bayonne, dam- 
aged by a fire Wednesday (12). 
Started backstage and mushroomed 
over the ceiling to the projection 
room. Damage about $20,000. 

Claire Luce back from abroad and 
announces the first order of busi- 
ness will be an effort to collect some 
alimony. 

Zoe Aikens in from Hollywood to 
supervise rehearsals of her ‘The 
Old Maid.’ 

License department has nodded 
at 10,000 slot devices which that 
office holds to be within the law. 
But the legal department says it is 
not so certain. 

Curtis Bok latest to fall in the 
Philly symphony row. He quits 
as president and director and his 
mother, a director, follows him out. 
Friday Stokowski was told to write 
his own ticket. 

Newest drive on theatre mar- 
quees will include other signs which 
are over the limit. 

Legit C. A. called a meeting for 
last Wednesday (12) and found it 
was a week ahead. Meetings to be 
held every other week. So they 
went home until tomorrow. 

J.J. Vincent acquires Ward More- 
house’s ‘Miss Quis.’ 

S. L. Rothafel announces lighting 
idea for the Mastbaum, Philly, No 
scenery and lights in the audiences’ 
eyes in place of a curtain, Scenery 
by lighting, too. 

Betty Hamilton, British picture 
actress, gets her wardrobe back 
from Uncle Sam. Entered herself 
as an American citizen and her 
baggage, including professional cos- 
tumes, held. 

Herbert Rawlinson one of the 
Witnesses at the hearing of the suit 
of the producers of ‘Right of Hap- 
Piness’ against Equity. Jury gave 
a@ verdict of $40,000 against Equity. 

Red Flannel Players, closed at 
the Greenwich Village Music Hall 
on account of license trouble, re- 
open, Place is in a restricted area, 
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but shown Theatre Guild and 
Provincetown Players had been per- 
mitted to show there so license was 
issued on the representation that it 
was a private club. Ticket buyers 
must now show membership cards. 


James Buchter, chief electrician 
of the Met, demonstrated new light- 
ing system of the opera house. First 
important addition to the lighting 
in 50 years. 

Commissioner Mulrooney states 
that 40% of the N. Y. liquor dealers 
are violating the laws. Chiefly in 
regard to advertising in the win- 
dows and curtaining of ‘on premises’ 
places. 

Metro ties the N. Y. American to 
a contest. Writing captions for 
‘David Copperfield’ stills. One daily. 


Maria Jeritza admits that a di- 
vorce might be in the offing. Says 
she may marry again, and to an 
American this time. 


Nicholas Prounis and Arnold 
Rossfield head the corporation 
which will operate a cabaret in the 
Little Picture House, 

Now it’s Dr, Moscowitz, of the 
N. Y. League of Theatres, who yips 
at the ‘negligible minority’ of 
critics who amble into the theatre 
with a bun on. Spoke at the Cheese 
Club. 

Crosby Gaige retitles ‘Old Love.’ 
Now it’s ‘Accent on Youth.’ 

Mrs. William Fox again a witness 
at the trial of Maurice Monnier for 
attempted extortion. First trial re- 
sulted in a disagreement. This re- 
sulted in acquittal. 

Reported that the Catholic drive 
against pics will be extended to in- 
clude stage plays. 

Sue Hastings will give her annual 


Christmas marionette show this 
year at the Plaza theatre. Morn- 
ings only. 


Marie Burke made a member of 
the Columbia University Women’s 
Club last week. Not an alumna. 

Harry Stockwell has done a ro- 
mantic farce, ‘When Roland Sings.’ 


Will air it over WOR. If a click, 
it gets to the stage. 
Katharine Cornell will revive 


‘Barretts’ Jan. 21. 

Dr. Moskowitz, of League of N. Y. 
Theatres, asks member managers to 
slip him a pair for each dress re- 
hearsal. Regarded as a hint of 
censorship from within. 

Gatti-Casazza designates Desire 
Dufrere as stage manager of Met 
productions this season. He was a 
baritone with the Hammerstein Co., 
and has also been with the Chi 
opera. 

Hostesses in a 42nd street ball- 
room on strike in protest of the 
municipal abolishment of the ‘sit- 
ting out’ practice. No longer get 
a chance to rest their dogs. 

Herbert James (Jimmy) Noel 
asks supreme court justice to help 
him patch up his domestic affairs. 
His wife, Delores Ziegfeld is suing 
for divorce. Noel, who’s a blues 
singer, says it’s too much mother- 
in-law. 

Sidney Franklin, Brooklyn’s only 
matador, has filed that threatened 
suit against Fox Movietone for 
$200,000 alleging he was _ libeled. 
Consented to pose for the newsreel 
and found the clips in a Bray short 
titled ‘Throwing the Bull,’ 

Contest crossword puzzles create 
such a drive on the libraries for un- 
abridged word collections that the 
library crashes down. Too tough on 
the books. 

A. C. Blumenthal won a legal 
point when court denied assignee of 
a London jeweler summary judg- 
ment for $8,787.12. Blumey is en- 
tering a counter claim of $32,800. 

Bockus wild-animal show went 
on the relief rolls at Rutland, Vt., 
when the show folded there. Meat 
for 65 animals and 35 humans. 

Belle Livingston coming back to 
N. Y. to start a nitery. 

London reports British Marconi 
engineers engaged to build a chain 
of radio stations in Brazil, practi- 
cally blanketing the country. To be 
completed within 15 months. 

Last Equity publication carried 
an editorial advising the member- 
ship that this time the Sunday per- 
formance bill promises to g0 
through in Albany. Local option 
and one day off each week for all 
players. 

Theatre Owners’ Chamber of 
Commerce urging that if N. Y. is to 
have the Legion of Decency it also 
should have a locally censored list. 

Federal Judge Knox, at a dinner 
of the N, Y. County Lawyers’ assn., 
decried the airing of sensational 
trials, 

Treasury Dept. reveals a growing 
percentage of baneful aldehyde in 
bootleg liquor. In May 34% of the 
stuff was harmful. In Oct. 61% 


was more or less poisonous. 


Hedgerow players back home and 
enthusiastic about the tour. Did 


some 8,000 miles by auto. 


‘Dodsworth’ will hop to the road 


Jan. 12 with Walter Huston, Fay 
Bainter and Nan Sunderland. 


Strand theatre tied B’way traffic 


for more than an hour and a half 
early Friday night G4). Fire in the4 
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engine room and sparks drawn up 
through the ventilating flue set fire 
to the roof. Flues quickly filled the 
auditorium with dense smoke but 
the audience got out safely. Pro- 
jectionists had to slide down a 
telephone cable. 

Mayor crashes down on those 
pier banquets. Held to be unfair 
competition to tax-paying restau- 
rants. 

Andrew T. Merson killed by a fall 
down the balcony steps of the St. 
James theatre, Sunday. Was at- 
eeeee the Newspaper Guild bene- 
ee 

Reported that William Collier, Jr., 
will wed Marie Stevens, show girl, 
New Year’s Eve, at the Little 
Church Around the Corner, in New 


York. Report lated denied by Col- 
lier when questioned on engage- 
ment, 





Coast © 


Pacific Coast Football Conference 
voted to permit continuance of 
game broadcasting next fall, provid- 
ing responsible sponsor is found. 


Betty Compson’s art objects and 
household effects currently being 
sold at atction. 


Ruth Armstrong Steinmetz, slain 
in New York hotel, buried in Holly- 
wood with services private, 


Fred Paling, 28, film bit player, 
confesses shooting to death Mrs. 
Laura Basil, 37, who had befriended 
him. 

Harry Albiez, prop man for W. 8. 
Van Dyke’s at Metro, planed to Las 
Vegas, N. M., wedded Lee Mansfield, 
of St. Louis. 

Mrs. Bessie Lasky is exhibiting 
her paintings at the Ebell Club, 


Cc. of C. elated that Leopold 
Stokowski is going to live on a farm 
in California. ¢ 

Eloping to Phoenix, Ariz., and 
wedding William McAdoo, distant 
cousin of the Senator, brought 
Lucille Watson, in George White’s 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) a featured role. 
Also offer of a term contract at the 
studio. 

Eleanor Barry, Harper’s Bazaar 
fashion ed, here and praising Hol- 
lywood styles, 

Suit for $90,000 against Frances 
Marion, result of auto crash which 
almost cost her life, is listed for 
trial, Mexican family, which. lost 
an 18-months baby, plaintiffs. 

BE. W. Butler, RCA official from 
Camden, N. J., visiting here. 

Victor F. Anderson, 70, and Eliza- 
beth ‘Betty’ Pew, 73, bareback 
riders 40 years ago, wed at Pasa- 
dena. 

Felicita Chavez, 21, drank poison 
in a downtown L. A. picture house, 
but a theatre attendant who saw 
her do it, called an ambulance and 
her life was saved. 

Court hearing suits of Christine 
Wells, actress, and Ann Glover, for 
$25,000 and $12,500, respectively, 
against W. R. Millar, attorney, as 
result of injuries in an auto colli- 
sion, 

Less than $68,000 of the $125,000 
sought has been subscribed for the 
L. A. Philharmonic orchestra. 

Mary Blackford, actress, para- 
lyzed as a result of auto injuries, is 
recovering, 

Marjorie Lawson, playing in Bev- 
hills Community production of 
‘World Without End,’ bruised and 
shaken when her car turned’ over. 

Though her divorce from Nick 
Stuart is not yet final, Sue Carol is 
rumored readying to marry Howard 





Wilson, legit actor now at Para- 
mount. 
Hal Hayes LeSeuer, brother of 


Joan Crawford, divorced by Kasha 
LeSeuer. 

Karl Mahla Brown, screen writer, 
ordered to pay second wife $75 
monthly alimony, in addition to 
slipping his No. 1 $60. 

Jeanette Loff reported to police 
that her $500 watch was stolen. 

Marina Schubert, screen player 
and daughter of Nina Koshetz, con- 
cert singer, granted divorce from 
Bruce Pierce, film technician. 

Wera Engels recuperating after 
losing tonsils. 





Grantland Rice here for holidays 
and Rose Bowl game. 

Carl Badenthal, alias Baron von 
Badenthal, held on charge of clip- 
ping John Schliefer, of Huntington 
Park, for $2,600 by alleging he'd 
sold Universal an opera for 15 
grand. 

Edgar Rice Burroughs, Tarzan cre- 
ator, granted divorce in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, after more than a quarter 
century of married life. 

George Regas, character actor, re- 
covered from a nervous collapse 
after two days in Wilshire hospital. 
Vilma Banky’s suit against a lo- 
cal bank, over investment in a trust 
fund, is dismissed, 

Harry Schultz, character actor, 
and his wife celebrate 25th wedding 
anniversary. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no 





exec, made biz manager of Holly- 
wood Picture Players Ass'n. 

Enrico Caruso, Jr., cabled by Mus- 
solini’s attorney general that he is 
free to return to Italy without fear 
of jail term. 

Ben Frank, manager of Ambas- 
sador hotel, dubbed a Ky. Col. 

Suit for $4,000 comish against 
Jeannette Porter Meehan, filed by 
Max Weisfeldt, N. Y. agent, for sale 
of picture rights on four Jean 
Straton Porter novels, was dropped 
in local cdurt when neither side ap- 
peared. 

Frank Capra, under treatment at 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital, re- 
ported making satisfactory prog- 
ress. 

Upton Sinclair victorious against 
Grace Holmes, authoress, who 
claimed he filched her material for 
his ‘Immediate Epic’. 

Wife announces there will be no 
Xmas recenciliation between herself 
and Charlie Chase. 

Danny Danker and Lorena Lay- 
son, newlyweds of last week, are 
applying for passports for European 
honeymoon. 

Reports reach Jean Harlow that 
husband, Hal Rosson, in London, 
has had newspaper notice she is 
seeking sundering of the marital 
ties. 

Cast in Warners’ ‘While the Pa- 
tient Sleeps’, Claire Dodd has been 
forced out by a flu attack. 

Olive Clark Day, convicted of 
operating a ‘love mart,’ freed after 
serivng 10 months. 

John S. McGroarty, author and 
Congressman-elect from Southern 
California, has had motion pictures 
taken of forest fire and flood area 
outside Pasadena for showing as a 
fiood control document. 

Suit of Mrs. Harriet Margolies 
against Paul Muni, for alleged dam- 
age to furniture and rugs, during 
star’s occupancy of her home on 
lease, settled out of court. 

Nancy Kane, dancehall enter- 
tainer who tried suicide by jumping 
from a window at San Pedro, will 
recover. 

Mrs. Louis B. Mayer reported re- 
covered from pneumonia. 

John Gilbert and Wera Engels on 
the sick list. 

Richard P. Green, 31, studio tech- 
nician, shot and killed himself in 
grief for his recently deceased wife. 

District Court of Appeals con- 
firmed conviction of Edward Fried- 
man for robbery of Mae West in a 
sti:kup during September, 1931. 

Alice Lake, Brooklyn Vitagrapher 
who was a silent star, interviewed 
as an extra and quoted as being 
grateful for jobs. 

Mother and brother of Gene Ray- 
mond here from Long Island to 
spend Xmas with him. 

Bartlett Cormack back. 

Catholics renewed 50,000 Legion 
of Decency pledges Sunday (9), in 
Los Angeles-San Diego areas. 

Jocelyn Lee and Jim Seymour, 
Warners’ associate producer, re- 
ported planning wedding after holi- 
days. 

Florence Fair, ex-N.Y. legit, de- 
feated suit for $175 agent commish 
filed by Grace Conklin. 

Charles Furthman, Col writer, 
with criminologist rep, submitted 
ideas to federal anti-crime confer- 
ence. 

‘The Drunkard’ in L.A. passed its 
Hg performance mark Sunday 
(16). 

Papers on body of a hitch hiker 
incinerated in that Wickenburg, 
Ariz., tragedy where a_ gasoline 
truck exploded in a house collision, 
establish victim as Richard C. 
Fredericks, itinerant film technician 
en route here after visiting relatives 
east. 

Isla Knowles, daughter of Sir 
Arthur Pearson, former owner of 
London Times, here to write chatter 
for English publications. 

James Dunn, Fox contractee, re- 
ported to police an automatic 
pistol was stolen from his car when 
parked in front of a night club. 

Dick Arlen and Bing Crosby en- 
tered in open goif tourney starting 
Dec. 20. 

Superior court has allowed Vir- 
ginia Cherrill $167.50 weekly tem- 
porary alimony, $2,500 counsel fees 
and an order restraining Cary 
Grant from spending his income, 
pending trial of their separate 
maintenance suit in which she asks 
$1,000 a month. 

Schnauser valued at $500 reported 
lost by W. S. Van Dyke. 

Gary Leon, who figured in Rudy 
Valle-Fay Webb legal crossfire, 
here for dance engagement at Bilt- 
more hotel, announces he and wife 
are divorcing. 

Bebe Daniels absolved of respon- 
sibility in $55,000 damage suit filed 
aga.nst her husband and self by 


Fred Swickey, their ex-chauffeur, 
charging false imprisonment for 
larcency. 

Pat O’Brien seriously IM! with 


stomach ailment. 
Barbara Davis, 

here for film try. 
Mariska Aldrich, former Met 


sister of Bette, 





opera singer and for three years in 


Reinhardt’s ‘Miracle’ abroad, play 
ing extra bit in Par’s ‘Gilded Lily.’ 

Paramount buys posthumously 
scenario of ‘Waikiki Wedding,’ 
written and submitted by Daniel 
Evans, studio contract writer, who 
went to his death in an auto ac- 
cident some months ago. 

Margaret Van Pelt, writer, planed 
here from Philadelphia to deny 
Alexander Van Pelt’s testimony in 
their divorce suit that she called 
him a sap and was indiscreet with 
another man on shipboard. 

Mrs. Kate Kent, 70, character 
actress, was killed near Universal 
City when an auto ran her down 
in the rain. She was the mother of 
Ted Kent, U film cutter, and lived 
in a cottage at the studio. 

Harry C. Brandon, former man- 
ager of Dave Hutton, must stand 
trial for alleged theft of a $500 bond 
from Aimee’s temple. 

Lydia Martha Raswan seeks di- 
vorce from Carl Raswan, bona fide 
Arab sheik, who has worked at Ra- 
dio studio; also asks part of royal- 
ties from his book, ‘In the Black 
Tents.’ 

Bernice (Giggles) Hansell, the 
voice of Mickey Mouse, who its a 
dressmaker when not duping for 
Mickey, in court against Charles 
and Louise Miller on suit for $5,500 
damages as result of alleged attack 
by Miller when she delivered a 
dress to his wife. She was awarded 
$25. 

Paul De Gaston, musician, on 
trial for murder of Irene Eilert, 
beauty parlor operator, via alleged 
illegal operation. 

Edwina Booth, ill since the “Trad- 
er Horn’ expedition, said to be get- 
ting worse. 

Doris Deane, one-time wife of 
Fatty Arbuckle, gets divorce from 
broker E. S. Hartz, with Jack Demp- 
sey’s sister her chief witness. 

Girl born to wife of George Hyder, 
assistant manager of Fox Westwood 
studio cafe, Dec. 12. 

Will Rogers m.c.’d an air appeal 
for Salvation Army Xmas fund, 
aided by Jeanette MacDonald, Billie 
Burke, John Boles and Irene Frank- 
lin. 

Cow belonging to Ann Dvorak 
and Leslie Fenton ate part of their 
walnut crop, shells and all, and 
died. 

Clifford Mitchell, 27, held in Bev- 
erly Hills jail on charge of forging 
Lowell Sherman’s name to a check 
for $35. 

Two men pleaded guilty to ped- 
dling lottery tickets here and were 
fined $500 each, simultaneous with 
starting of an inquiry in Tia Juana 
that a phoney lottery racket there 
was finding many film colony vice 
tims. 

Helen Walton Langdon, second 
wife of comic, Harry Langdon, 
granted divorce on grounds of cru- 
elty, despite decree he obtained in 
Mexico and under which he mar- 
ried present wife. 

Catholic students, numbering 2,< 
000, adopted a resolution at con- 
vention in L. A. to ‘combat the pro- 
duction and success’ of black-listed 
pictures. 


How Bowlers Stand 


Paramount leads the league s0 
far in the M.P. Bowling League’s 
rolling at the Radio City alleys, 

Standing of the clubs to date: 

Per- 
cent- High 
Won Lost age Score 








Paramount ....18 3 857 915 
a coach 5 .762 922 
DE onde eee 7 .666 888 
Columbia .....11 10 .527 894 


Consolidated .. 8 13 .380 913 
United Artists. 6 15 -286 828 
Warners ec... 6 15 -286 922 
kk ea 16 ~=.238 832 





MARRIAGES 


Mayme Curtiss to Louis Sapp, 
Nov. 29, in Washington, D. C. Miss 
Curtiss for several months on 
WADC, Akron. Groom non-pro. 

Jean Southern to Harry E. Hente 
neman in Chicago Dec. 13. Groom 
is saxophonist with Charley Agnew 
orchestra. Bride non-pro. 

Effie O’Connor to Charley Du- 
buque in Chicago. Secret marriage 
of mother of the O’Connor Family 
vaudeville act. 

Mary Wood to Ed Fitzpatrick, 
Dec. 15, in San Francisco. Bride is 
radio singer, groom is NBC ork 
leader. 

Moliy O’Day, film actress, to Jack 
Durante (Mitchell and Durante), of 
stage, married four months ago at 
Tia Juana. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Zanuck, son, 
at Cedars of Lebanon hospital, Hole« 
lywood, Dee. 13. They have two 


daughters. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Bell (Clara 
Bow), son, Dec. 16, in Santa Monica, 
Cal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chick Condon, 


daughter, Dec. 11. She is the for- 
mer Dean Ryan (Ryan Sisters). Hé 
is leader of the orch at the New 
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Broadway 


Jim MacFarland’s ankle on the 
mend. 
denting all 


Pre-holiday slump 

niteries. 

Joe Bernhard gets back today 
(Tuesday). 

Bish Lenihan wants to go to 
Florida again. 


Sid Blumenstock intends to stay 
in Atlantic City. 
The Warner 
Crooker a party. 
Harold Leonard, 
back on Broadway. 
Billy Halligan to Florida repre- 

senting Pabst brew. . 

Earl Wingart took over a bunch 
of the boys at poker. 

Lindy’s got two plugs in ‘Calling 
All Stars’ at the premiere. 

Alex Gottlieb, of United Artists, 
has grippe as a bed-fellow. 

Louie Sobol of the Journal will 
cover the Hauptmann trial for his 
rag. 

Al Wilkie and Alec Moss put off 


crowd gave Herb 


band maestro, 


their vacation cruise until after 
Xmas. 
Stanley Shuford subbing for 


Charlie Einfeld while latter is on the 
Coast. 

Inez Norton piloting the cocktail 
trade at the Wyndham’s Club Dawn 
Patrol. 

Lou Goldberg may go to Chicago 
for opening there of ‘Dealers in 
Death.’ 

Pat Devine won't let ladies do 
any stand-up drinking at the Amer- 
ican Bar. 

Felix E. Feist back after a six 
months’ vacation to the Coast and 
Honolulu, 

Harold Berg, co-producer of 
‘Piper Paid,’ under treatment for 
mastoiditis. 

The Lynn Farnols, off Thursday 
(13) on a Caribbean cruise, will get 
back Dec. 30. 

Florence Browning, aide to J. 
Robert Rubin of Metro, Coastward 
for the holidays. 

Leo Deslys and Keno Clark now 
after theatre at the Savoy-Plaza 
with Bob Grant’s orc. 

George Bradley resigned from the 
advertising department of First 
Division Saturday (15). 

Harry Cooper’s cafe opening 
Thursday (20), with Harry and 
Irwin Schumer interested. 

S. Jay Kaufman m.c.’d the first 
anni show of the Casino de Paree, 
which Yermie Stern made a gala 
event. 

Joseph M. Weiss, musician, 845 
Riverside Drive, in voluntary bank- 
ruptcy; $2,964 liabilities and no 
assets. 

Jack Benny, the ribber, and Lou 
Holtz, the ribbee (guest of dis- 
honor) at the Friars’ next Saturday 
nite (22). 

Charles McClintock back from 
coast arranging Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner tour, which resumes in Canada 
next month. 

U. A.’s home office publicity de- 
partment ail getting new all-Steel 
desks. Probably to keep ’em from 
chewing things up. 

I. Robert Broder, the counsellor, 
{is roasting chestnuts and clients in 
using that fireplace in Maurice 
Goodman’s old Palace Building of- 
fice. 

Nancy Chaplin of the N.T.G. 
troupe, left a purse containing $47 
in her dressing room at Loew's 
State last week, and when she got 
back the dressing room was there 
but the purse wasn’t. 

Jacqueline Logan (Winston), 400 
East 52d street, admits to $14,461 in 
debts and no assets in a voluntary 
bankruptcy petition filed in N. Y. 
Liabilities include American and 
British income taxes. Actress now 
in ‘Merrily We Roll Along’ cast. 

When Florabel Muir appeared at 
the Cheese Club last week they told 
her no ladies were permitted and 
she shot back, ‘I’m no lady, I'm a 
reporter.’ She was there to cover 
the luncheon for the Post and she 
did, Harry (spell my name right) 
Ifiershfield, escorting her to a seat of 
vantage. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


Concert hall biz rather slack. 

Central Cinema at Hague gone 
bankrupt. 

Dutch musician, Sam 
celebrated 80th birthday. 

Amsterdam enjoying Strauss fes- 
tival, belated celebration of com- 
poser’s 70th birthday, which was in 
June. 

Artists in legit and vaudeville 
founded a union at Amsterdam; 

nusicians also joining and object 
is to fight amateurs. 

In legit this week Dutch premiere, 
produced by van Dalsum and com- 
pany, of O'Neill's ‘Days Without 
End’ in Dutch version. 

Joseph Schmidt, radio tenor, on 
tour in Holland. Created such a 
panic in Rotterdam that police had 
to help him board his car after 
performance. 

Richard Strauss arrived here by 
motor car from Bremen to conduct 
Holland premiere of his opera, ‘Ara- 
bella’; the Queen conferred a high 
decoration on him. 

Actors in a Passion Play on 


Preager, 


‘ Oberammergau lines, to be produced 


in 1935 in the village Tegelen (south 
of Holland), already growing whis- 
kers and having no more haircuts. 
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Palm Springs 


Cornelius Vanderbilt here. 

The Wallace Smiths at the El 
Encanto. 

Governor Frank Merriam at the 
Desert Inn, 

Nicholas Schenck wouldn't put on 
desert shorts. 

S. J. Perelman at the Desert Inn 
getting new gags. 

Con Conrad trying to keep his 
hound out of fights. 

Baroness Winsloe and Dorothy 
Thompson are palling. 

Howard Strickland and Pete 
Smith expected here next week. 

Edward Flynn, James Farley's as- 
sistant, here for the sun. 

Vina Delmar and her youngster 
vacationing in the canyon. 

Douglas Fairbanks and Fred As- 
taire flew down for Sunday, 

Warren Pinney planning a Christ- 
mas fiesta at the El Mirador. 

Great Circle Tour association 
visited the burg and okayed it. 

Last week saw the biggest mob of 
picture people in town this season. 

Gordon and Revel down and 
Gordon no eat much, which is news. 
Chamber of Commerce wants to 
have the town incorporated as a 
city. 
Jimmy Durante wants a steam 
room in the El Mirador so he can 
exercise. 

Herb John, badminton pro at the 
Badminton Cub, killed in an auto 
accident, 


Gloria Swanson and Herbert 
Marshall back for an_ extended 
vacation. 


Roger Steffan here from Wash- 
ington getting his first touch of the 
wild west. 

Charles Farrell and Ralph Bel- 
lamy supervising building of their 
tennis courts. 

Claudette Colbert, Steffi Duna and 
Paul Lukas have rented apartments 
for the winter. 

Adolph Menjou insists on mixing 
his own ice cream sodas at the Vil- 
lage Pharmacy, 

Plane service from New York via 
American Airways now established 
for Palm Springs. 

Catherine Doucet plays the lead 
in ‘Nuts Is Nuts,’ first P. S. Little 
Theatre production opening Dec. 26. 

Mrs. Marshall Field trying to get 
gs00d opposition at tennis and 
Charles Farrell afraid he'll lose the 
decision. 

Not a sign of Ralph ‘Death Val- 
ley’ Farnum last week. Probably 
fed up with the dudes and back 
with the Indians and a blanket. 

Socialite visitors from the east 
admitting the picture names are 
the attractions and dragging out 
their autograph books anywhere. 

Producers-weekend had the Pan 
Bermans, the Jesse Laskys, the Ed- 
gar Selwyns, Joseph Schenck, King 
Vidor and Sidney Franklin in town, 

Class stcres down here getting 
picture gals to pose in their clothes 
for publicity both for P. S. and the 
shops. Same femmes reffluse to pose 
for studio fashions. 

Conference of Pacific Coast Foot- 
ball Coaches and scheduling of next 
season’s inter - collegiate coast 
games is the first convention P. S. 
has had outside of story confer- 
ences, i 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 





Cold, with some rain. 

General biz way off last month, 
government reports. 

Made-in- Mexico Pilsener beer 
available again after 20 years. 

Jacqueline Recamier, French elo- 
cutionist, giving Sunday morning 
recitals in Teatro Ideal. 

Goode Cook has authored a play 
called ‘Breakfast’, presented by the 
Juniors’ Creative theatre here. 

Authors and writers demanding 
more pay for scribbling for govern- 
ment and private publication here. 

Esperanza Iris, comedienne for 
whom a large local theatre was 
named, remarried for the third time. 

Three days of officially sponsored 
and paid theatrical and_ sports 
events featured inauguration of new 
prez, 

All tourists granted extension of 
15 days on their six months’ limit 
for staying in the country, if they 
want to. 

All-Mexican dramatic company 
has closed its season at the Palace 
of Fine Arts (National Theatre) and 
disbanded. 

‘La Cuecaracha’ (Radio) (‘The 
3attle’) (French) and ‘Cruz Diablo’ 
(‘Cross Devil’), Mexican made, cur- 
rent pic whams. 

Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre) has a new administrator. 
He is Jose Munoz Cota, new gov- 
ernment appointee. 

National convention of women 
workers urged Government to close 
all cabarets and dance halls, con- 
tending that ~hey incubate vice. 

Alfredo Gomez de la Vega, rank- 
ing Mexican actor, sued for wages 
by players he engaged as supports 





in repertoire of classics by all- 





Mexican company that had a short 
season at Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 
tional Theatre). Thespians claim 
pay for ten performances. They 
were booked by an American, A, G. 
Wilson. Aver that all foreign art- 
ists booked for Palace were paid in 
full, but natives were left to hold 


the sacko. 
London 


Tracy and Hay off to Oslo. 


Max Miller to record for Colum- 
bia Gramophone, 


Nils Asther off to his native Swe- 
den for Christmas. 


Dorothy Bourchier making film 
tests for four companies. 


Francis A. Mangan staging a full- 
sized revue for the sticks. 


Doris Kenyon, Bebe Daniels and 
Pen Lyon being offered here. 


Bud Barsky blew in for a couple 
days and off to Soviet Russia. 

Metro extending its offices and 
has taken adjoining premises. 

Mrs. Francis Francis (Sunny Jar- 
man) latest appendicitis victim. 

Charles Laughton has five more 
pictures to do for London Films. 

Talk of staging the ‘Gingham 
Girl’ here with Gene Gerrard in the 
leading role. 

Adele Astaire (Lady Charles Cav- 
endish) one of invited guests to the 
royal wedding. 

Ed Cahn back from the south of 
France, where the missus is still 
keeping warm. 

Larry Adler to double at the 
Berkeley hotel from Charles Coch- 
ran’s ‘Streamline’. 

John Paddy Carstairs has a two- 
picture writing assignment with 
Brtish & Dominions. 

Bob Hobson, father of Valerie 
Hobson, off to Hollywood to spend 
Christmas with the family. 

O’Gorman Brothers now in the 
agency business, having acquired an 
interest in Montague Lyon office. 

Lord Riddell, chairman of News- 
paper Proprietors’ Association, se- 
riously ill following major opera- 
tion. 

‘Java Head,’ made by Basil Deane, 
taken off the screen at the Troxy, 
a Hyams Brothers house, after one 
show. 

‘Young England’ moving from 
Victoria Palace and replacing ‘Young 
Mr. Disraeli’ at the Kingsway, 
Dec. 6. 

Arvid Gillstrom here on vacation 
with offers from Gaumont-British, 
British International and Julius 
Hagen. 

When ‘Mary Read’ is filmed by 
Alexander Korda, Mary Robson will 
play the original role she handled 
in the play. 

Director Franke here to look the 
picture field over and purchase 
anything suitable for UFA, which 
he represents. 

Robert Donat will do one picture 
for Gaumont - British, then going 
under contract to Alexander Korda 
for several films. 

Entire staff of Leicester Square 
theatre adorned in sailor suits for 
current showing of ‘Transatlantic 
Merry-Go-Round’ (UA). 

John B. Myers, London Films p.a., 
speaks very highly of the treatment 
he received from the boys during 
his recent New York visit. 

Madeleine Carroll slipped off for 
a quiet holiday without letting any 
of her friends, not even her press 
agent, know of her whereabouts. 

Leo J. Spiro and Fred Grundland 
completed their operetta, with sev- 
eral West End producers interested. 
Universal has an option on book. 

Aileen Marson replacing Celia 
Johnson in ‘The Wind and the 
Rain’, which has just passed its 
500th performance at St. Martin’s. 

Nora Swinburne marrying Ed- 
ward Ashley Cooper (known in 
films as Edward Ashley), London, 
Dec. 1. Bride former wife of Fran- 
cis Lister. 

Francis Sullivan, who recently 
signed a long-term contract with 
Universal, is returning from Holly- 
wood to spend Christmas here with 
his family. 

‘Singing Dream’, Richard Tauber’s 
own operetta, now running at the 
Opera House, Vienna, will be staged 
here in March, with Mary Lossef in 
her original role. 

‘Drake of England’ to be filmed 
shortly by British International, 
with Thomas Bentley or Frank 
Lloyd to direct. Matheson Lang 
will enact the ‘Drake’ role. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has closed with 
Max Reinhardt to produce ‘Die Fle- 
dermaus’ at the London Coliseum 
early next year, with A. P. Herbert 
doing the English adaptation. 

Claire Luce off te America for 
Christmas, but will be back here in 
January to play her original part in 
filmization of ‘Vintage Wine,’ to be 
produced in January at Twicken- 
ham, 

Prospect of revival of Barrie's 
‘Mary Rose’ at Haymarket with 
Jean Forbes-Robertson starred, fol- 
lowing ‘Peter Pan’ season, in which 
she enacts title-role for eighth year 
in succession, 














Vienna 


Franz Werfel lecturing. 


Special production ‘Men in White’ 
for local doctors’ association. 


Sean O'Casey’s ‘Within the Gates’ 
likely to represent Ireland in Inter- 
national cycle. 


‘Never Come Back,’ by Frederick 
Lonsdale, to be launched here at 
Kammerspiele. 


Local management nibbling for 
rights of ‘The Pleasure Carden,’ by 
Beatrice Mayor. 


Robert Stolz operetta, ‘Venus in 
Silk,’ set for Xmas premiere at The- 
atre an der Wien. 

New play, ‘The Hoffman Scandal,’ 
under discussion for first legit ve- 
hicle of film star Kathi von Nagy. 

‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ by Maxwell 
Anderson, selected to represent 
U. S. A. in International Burg the- 
atre cycle. 

Japanese ballet master, Joshio 
Aujana, of Soshiku theatre in Tokio, 
giving a matinee at Reinhardt’s 
Josefstadt theatre. 

Richard DuschinsKy’s adaptation, 
‘Der Charmeur von London,’ from 
an old Beverley Nichols comedy, 
seoring at the Scala theatre. 

Marika Roekk and Wilhelm 
Gyimes at loggerheads owing to her 
walking out of ‘Circus Star.’ Klari 
Tabody replacing Miss Roekk. 

‘Carmen’ to be revived in new 


| mise-en-scene and with new text 


adaptation by Gustav Brecher at 
the States Opera in January. Jar- 
mila Novotna starring. 








Hugh Hough back in town. 


Fleetwood hotel opened for the 
season. 


Jack Pomeroy operating branch 
cffice here. 


Florida dancing 
convention here. 


Frank Ortell, handicapper, in for 
Tropical meeting. 


Joe and Harry Cohen open cock- 
tail bar at Floridian. 

Mannie Gates, orchestra leader, 
shaken up in auto spill. 

Stanley Jabin takes over Torch 
club starring Walter MacDonald. 

Hugh McKay to New York to set 
show for Frolics opening Dec. 27. 

Juvenile court authorities take 
action against niteries employing 
child labor. 

Eileen O'Kane appointed director 
of social activities at Hollywood 
Beach hotel. 

Boulevards of Paris opens under 
direction of Chet Lasher. Honey 
De Vell in show. Eddie Martin's 
music. 

Bill Melhorn, golf pro, and Frank 
Godwin, sports writer, engaged in 
fisticuffs over discussion whether a 
certain piece of news should be sup- 
pressed during the recent Miami 
Biltmore open. 

Rejuvenated Pier to open early 
in January. All concessions report- 
ed rented for the first time since 
erection. Eddie Peyton, band lead- 
er, has taken over the nitery and 
will offer class show. 


instructors in 





Chicago 


Art Thaler back from New Or- 
leans. 


Nat Kalcheim and frau on a loop 
sojourn, 

Charlie Washburn ahead of ‘Ah 
Wiiderness.’ 

Sweepstakes racket cleaning up 
coin in this area. 

RKO headquarters here cutting 
down on office space. 

Lou Cowan now Chicago news 
rep for Tide magazine. 

Ann Stack now Dick Bergen’s sec 
over at the Morris agency. 

Frank Braden in town ahead of 
the ‘Green Pastures’ show. 

J. C. McCaffrey has been busy 
making fairs around these parts. 

Charlie Cottle had a three-sheet 
blow-up made of his five-month-old 
son. 

Mort Singer again back in Chi- 
cago after flipping from coast to 
coast. 

Arnold Hirsh handling the list of 
acts while Sam Roberts is recoup- 
ing from his leg injury. 

Dan Roche, who was with the 
Pathe office here, handling the 
Showboat ‘Dixiana’ publicity. 

Lewis Newhafer-Roy Bruder slate 
copped the election for officers of 
the B. & K. Employees Club. 

Barney Balaban back in Chicago 
for a spell following the Paramount 
director's election in the east. 

The William Diamonds and the 
Lou Reinheimers readying for a 
Caribbean cruise shortly after New 
Year's. 

Josef Cherniavsky getting double 
plugging in town due to band-lead- 
ing at both the Chicago theatre and 
Congress hotel, j 
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Paris 
By Bob Stern 


Arthur Loew inspecting town, 


Marcel Chantal on tour of Switzer- 
land, 


Harry Leasim called back from 
Balkans. 

Smith, Rogers and Eddy playing 
the Rex. 


Gregory Ratoff, here, to sail soon 
for U. S. 


Radio Paris broadcasting ‘Mile, 
Nitouche.’ 


‘Creole’ revival opening Dec. 14 
at Marigny. 

Porte St. Martin company tour- 
ing in Morocco. 

Eddie Cantor due at Villefranche, 
on the Riviera. 

Four Richleys and Seven Alfredos 
playing Medrano. 

F. Daniloff buying Ranelagh 
Cinema, in Passy. 

Brown and Lahart, skating act, 
at Gaumont-Palace. 

Josephine Baker singing at Salle 
Gaveau, concert hall. 

Jack Hylton and orchestra booked 
at Rex week of Dec. 21. 

Alina de Silva from Sheherezade 
nitery, off to New York. 

M. Alexandre resigning 
board of Comedie Francaise. 

Pathe to make screen version of 
Eugene Sue’s ‘Mysteries of Paris.’ 

Mass said at Joinville for 237 
French film persons who died in 
1934. 

Eide Norena to New York for 
Met appearance, followed by con- 
certs. 

Stanilas Strowska making French 
adaptation of ‘Desire Under the 
Elms.’ 

Jacques Doval’s ‘Marie Galante’ 
opening Dec: 19 at Theatre de 
Paris. 

Fanny Heldy, ill, missing per- 
formance of ‘Barber of Seville’ at 
Opera, 

Walter Friedland over from Lon- 
don, inspecting Universal layout 
locally. 

Denys Amiel author, presiding at 
Club du Faubourg banquet-discus- 
sion on feminism. 

Maurice Rostand speaking at 
Lyons on his new play, based on 
life of Oscar Wilde. 

Marcelle Maurette and Andree 
Mery making adaptation of ‘Jane 
Eyre’ for French stage. 

Myer Agen taking over publica- 
tion of monthly magazine of Paris 
Post, American Legion. 

Mistinguett, Florelle and Jo- 
sephine Baker among spectators at 
Folies Bergere gala opening. 

Lise Delamare making debut at 
Comedie Francaise as Celimene, 
Cecile Sorel’s old Moliere part. 

M. Queyrel renting ‘Maria Chap- 
delaine’ for Paris first run in one, 
two or all of his local houses. 

Paul Claudel announceing can- 
didature for the French Academy, 
in seat of the late Louis Barthou. 

Following provincial price cutting 
tendency, Theatre des Arts, cinema 
at Rouen, coming down to a 70c 
top. 

Medical educational film, ‘Medi- 
cine of Tomorrow,’ holding feature 
spot at Artistic Cinema, place 
Clichy. i 

‘Ademai, Aviator,’ French com- 
edy film success of year, with Noel- 
Noel and Fernandel, held over for 
eighth week at the Colisee. 

Enrique de Rosas, Argentine 
actor, here, prior to U. S. trip, dur- 
ing which he will lecture on con- 
temporary theatre at Columbia. 

Whole newspaper and_e sports 
crowd concentrating in Harry’s Bar 
for Herol Egan’s wedding party. 
Egan sailing for America soon. 

English broadcasts from Poste 
Parisien Sundays including Amer- 
ican wax serial, titled ‘Thrilling 
Dramas of American Newspaper- 
men’s Adventures.’ 

Theatre at Montpelier, France, 
ordered by court to pay damages 
for inserting as ad in newspaper 
quotation of adverse press criticism 
of opposition house. 
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Toronto 


Ernie Rawley p.a.’ing ‘Cinderella.’ 

Newest recruit to Billy Bissett’s 
band is Eric Wild. 

Ray Henderson in town ahead of 
Katharine Cornell. 


Cameron Matthews back to put 
stock into the Victoria. 

Evan Gare and his band into the 
Trianon, with Doris Bellmore war- 
bling. 

Ernie Geyer drops Capitol man- 
agership to do _ exploitation for 
Loew's. 

Edward Johnson up from New 
York to listen to Lotte Lehmann, 
opera canary whom Hitler banned. 

That blonde pretty on the Rex 
Wood cover of the current Cana- 
dian Home Journal is Betty Annan, 
Daily Star columnist’s sis. 

Sheila Proctor, socialite-thespian, 
is bank-rolling that Royal Alex- 
andra Xmas production of ‘Peter 
Pan’ in which she will star. 

Because of union regulations, that 
Maple Leaf Gardens engagement of 
Don Redman’s band for New Year's 
Eve means that Jack Evans’ band 
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from 


Iriseco on 


Ketti Gallian back Europe. 
Mel Hulling here from 


biz. 


Frank Morgan has shaved the up- 
per lip. 
Bessie McGaffey getting over a 


flu attack. 

Eddie Clark erecting a 
theatre here. 

Clark Gable will spend Christmas 
on Broadway. 

Pat O'Brien tied to his home with 


new little 


tummy trouble. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoge Arliss back 
from the east. 

Manny Seff talking about a New 
York vacation, 

Frank Capra released from ‘Ce- 
dars of Lebanon.’ 

Ben Piazza raving about the 
southern cooking. 

Claudette Colbert off to Palm 


Springs for a rest. 
King Charney 
latest pipe collector. 

Paramount wants a 
title for ‘Gilded Lily.’ 
Charles Kirk to design settings 
for ‘Cape Cod’ at RKO, 
J. A. Ball of Technicolor 
from two week trip east. 
J. William. Houck is new 
manager at the Filmarite. 
Evelyn Chandler doing exhibition 
ekating at the Polar Palace rink. 
Myron Dattlebaum now handling 
trailer production for Columbia. 
Ann Shirley to Oakland for per- 
sonals with ‘Anne or Green Gables.’ 
Aileen Pringle back at Metro in a 
film, her first major in several years. 
The Jesse Laskys celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary last week. 
l'enry Henigson out of St. Vin- 
cent’s hospital and resting at home. 
J. J. Sullivan, F-WC film buyer, 
making a brief tour of the north- 


is Hollywood's 


new release 
back 


house 


_ west. 


Paramount camera department 
11% over quota in Community Chest 
drive. 

G. W. Pabst due back from Lon- 
don to spend the holidays with his 
family. 

Robert Leonard back on 
‘Reckless’ after a two-day 
due to flu. 

Mildred Bmbs, sec to Max Arnow, 
is back at work after a month in 
the hospital. 

Stuart Lake up from San Diego on 
a Hollywood assignment for 
Statevepost. 

Mack Gray, George Raft shadow, 


Metro’s 
layoff 


gets part in Paramount’s ‘Rumba’ 
and ‘Car 99.’ 
Sam Marx has an assistant at 


Metro-Jerome E. Olenick from 
Arcadia, La. 

Patsy Kelly loaned by Hal Roach 
to Warners for comedy spot in ‘Go 
Into Your Dance.’ 

Merritt Hurlburd made the swing 
from Paramount to Sam Goldwyn’s 
exec staff last week. 

Adolphe Menjou and his wife, 
Verree Teasdale, will spend Xmas 
holidays in New York. 

Mike Newman went to San Fran- 
cisco to ballyhoo opening of ‘Broad- 
way Bill’ at the Orpheum. 

One day halt on Radio’s ‘Puzzle 
of the Pepper Tree’ with Edna May 
Oliver at home with the flu. 

W.S. Van Dyke lost a dog and of- 
fered $100 reward. His chauffeur 
found the dog and cashed in. 

Comish suit of Jere Mayer, agent, 
against Henry Armetta, U comic, 
for $29,000, settled out of court. 

Sam Waagenaar, former exploita- 
tion man in Metro’s Paris office, 
here writing for Dutch publications. 

Frank Newman, of the Evergreen 


Theatres in the northwest, here 
from Seattle for his semi-monthly 
visit. 


Optioned by Columbia, Fred Keat- 
ing returns to the hospital to spend 
his layoff having an operation com- 
pleted. 

Dixie Lee (Mrs. Bing Crosby) 
donning the spangles in Par’s ‘Win 
or Lose’ after three years off the 
sereen, 

George Arliss and Mrs. Arliss 
back from England, actor reporting 
in at 20th Century for ‘Cardinal 
Richelieu.’ 

Bart Wheeler joins publicity staff 
at Loew's State to handle exploi- 
tation for United Artists and Four 
Star theatres, 

Ricardo Cortez 
ners to Metro 
Shadow of a 
Somers Roche tale. 

Nusci Varconi joins her husband 
Victor Varconia for permanent resi- 
dence in Hollywood after several 
years absence in Europe. 

Thomson Burtis is defendant in 
complaint for $250 by Mary Gohl- 
man, stenographer, who claims the 
writer owes her for work on scripts. 

Billy Laymon, publicity gal and 
ex-attache of Coast Hays office, 
beaned herself nine sitches by 
bumping into a pillar at her home. 

Owen and Kathryn Moore are 
sued by Bank of American National 


by War- 
in ‘The 
Arthur 


loaned 
for lead 
Doubt,’ 


Trust and Savings Association for 
$1,750 as asserted balance due on 


a trust deed. 

John Cox, Jr., and Douglas Black 
ley, Paramount stock players tabbed 
after private stage appearance in 
‘Small Miracle’ for company execs, 
get parts in ‘Car 99.’ 

Shirley Temple’s foot will be im- 
printed in Grauman’s Chinese fore- 
court Xmas week to take its place 
With the footprints of other film 
greits and. near greats. 

Court affirms minor's contract by 


Universal with Mary Wailace, 19, 


7 


| 


} 
| formerly Dorothy Drake, 


| mount’s Wampas Baby Star entry, 
beginning at $45 per yeek. 
| Regine Roma, Polish actress be- 


|ing brought from France under con- 
tract to Fox, must chisel eight 





}pounds off her avoirdupois to meet! 


| the contract requirements. 

Walter Wanger went into huddle 
with his staff on script and casting 
problems for ‘Private Worlds,’ his 


second production, after returning 
from premiere of ‘The President 
Vanishes’ in New York. 


Edward Friedman, convicted of 
robbing Mae West of $16,400 in cash 
and jewelry two years ago, must 
serve prison sentence of two to 
30 years, District Court of Appeals 
having denied his plea for new trial. 

Belated arrival of Xmas gifts or- 
dered from New York by Rudy Val- 
lee for distribution amongst his 
associates on ‘Sweet Music’ at War- 
ners, has Dick English, crooner’s 
contact man, sticking around for 
two weeks at studio to play proxy 
Santa, 








Sure-Seaters 


(Continued from page 25) 

ish films, there has been a reawak- 
ening of interest, especially from the 
standpoint that the little fellows 
now can occasionally book first or 
second run films in the English lan- 
guage which can get good reviews 
from the-critics. More and more 
such films, okay in these spots but 
hopeless in regular circuit houses, 
are coming along, spelling manna to 
the arty operators. 

Indication of the difference made 
by the British films is the Little, 
Newark. Playing two foreign lan- 
fuage talkers three weeks ago, 
house grossed about $450, averaging 
weekly take for the theatre during 
the past two years. Manager 
switched and managed to book 
‘Power’ (G-B). Gross went up to 
$2,500, 

In New York Max Goldberg's Eu- 
ropa changed its name to the 55th 
St. Playhouse and is booking all 
available arty product in the Eng- 
lish language. The Cameo, on 42d 
street, is sticking to French and 
Russian while hunting for any- 
thing else of an arty nature avail- 
able. The Little Picture House, 
closest to an arty in New York dur- 
ing the past couple of years, is pass- 
ing out of business at the very mo- 
ment when that policy seems headed 
back, but it’s a forced closing. Lit- 
tle Carnegie, which has been run- 
ning grind American films on sub- 
sequent dates since it dropped for- 
eign language talkers 18 months 
ago, is shopping for new arty prod- 
uct again, looking the British films 
over and picking the American films 
carefully f4r films like ‘Crime With- 
out Passion’ and others figured okay 


for the intelligentsia. 
Spreading 
Fine Arts, Boston, on the same 


policy, is reporting better grosses 





| than it has had in five years.: Little, 
| Baltimore, and Europa, Philadel- 
| phia, are other houses that have 
picked up materially. World, Min- 
neapolis, and World, St. Paul, are 
| both consistently in the black for 
|the first’ time in several years. 
Hollywood, has booked 


Filmarte, 
G-B product and figures to start go- 
ing places. World, Chicago, is set 
and two new arties are looking 
around for product in Chicago, the 
Cinema and the Castle. Cinema is 
but Castle wants to make sure 
what is available before it opens up. 
Little, Rochester, and Mayfair, Cin- 
cinnati, are other houses that are 
now going on an arty regime while 
H. Nathan is in New York hunting 





set 





films for a Cleveland house, un- 
named. Inquiries have recently 
been made for arty theatres in Day- 
ton and Greenville, Ohio, Detroit and 
New Orleans. Filmarte, San Fran- 
cisco, also has let distribs know that 
it is interested in whatever is avail- 
able. 

Another angle is the growth of 
clubs, societies, and groups through- 





out the country for special arty 
product. These film groups gen- 
erally meet once or twice a month 
to view special films. Museum !n 
Springfield, Mass., and in Worces- 
ter, Mass., are being used for such 
showings once monthly and there 
are others spread around. Figured 
that there are something like 125 
such groups throughout the U. S. 
currently, although no actual figures 


Para- 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Max Torodor, owner of Ritz, and 
vife off to Florida for winter. 
Women’s wrestling matches added 


| . 
lattractions now on local boxing 
‘ards. 

Mike Comer, Warner's office 


manager, back on job after brief 
illness. 

Cc. F. (Charley the Finn) Herlin, 
loop night club owner, dead from 
heart attack. 

Pantages theatre employes have 
organized bowling team and issued 
city-wide challenge. 

Bill Shartin, of Universal sales’ 
staff, acclaimed champion poker 
player of Film Row. 

John Powers, of New York United 
Artists’ office, back to Gotham after 
several weeks here. 

Eddie Stelzer, Pantages usher, 
creating attention as University of 
Minnesota basketball find. : 

Gayety (stock burlesque) closing 
for two holiday weeks. Vaudeville 
out of Orpheum for same period. 

Publix Northwest opening Grand, 
new 1,000-seat house, at Fargo, 
N. D., giving it three theatres there. 

First cold wave, heavy snow 
storms and usual pre-Christmas 
slump playing havoc with box-office 
grosses. 

Honorary degree of Doctor of 
Music conferred on Eugene Or- 
mandy, Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra conductor. 

Columbia and Bennie Berger, in- 
dependent operator, have settled 
their differences amicably and latter 
has made 100% deal for product 
through entire circuit. 

Charley Johnson, Star sports 
editor, after being robbed of $40 at 
the Minnesota-Wisconsin football 
game, had his auto stolen while 
attending a church dinner. 

Ralph Cramblet, new U. A. ex- 
change manager, appointed to the 
local grievance board in place of 
Max Stahl, who automatically 
stepped out when he resigned the 
post now held by Cramblet. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone. 











Roy Phelps leaves soon on for- 
eign filming trek. . 

Fox Film’s Ben Simon got his 
pitcha in the papah. 

Leo Scillia now has two offspring 
keeping him up nights. 

Harry Shaw m.c.’s weekly ama- 
teur nite at the College. 

Nick Cavaliere will do some more 
filming for Frank Buck. 

It took 42 studes to fill cast of 
Yale Drama Dept.’s latest. 

Max ‘Cohen, brother-in-law of 
Louis Sagal, died in Calif. 

Prof. Mark May new prez of 
Council of Theatre Patrons. 

Romeo Tata guest artist with 
Civic Orch in second concert. 

Lily Pons opened her American 
tour with Woolsey Hall concert. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. pencilled 
for a February week at Shubert. 

Bob Hart scoots back to home- 
town Hartford on his weekly holi- 


day. 
Adelmo Vanni getting in solid 
with local kids for his free shows 


at Poli’s. 

Flock of Yale studes landed as 
supers with Walter Hampden at 
Shubert. 

Jimmie (three-sheet) Mahon ex- 
pected a girl one-sheet, but it was 
a seven-pound lad. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











j Mrs. Joe Hiller to the hospital 
| briefly for a minor eye operation. 

Frances Faye going to Club Am- 
bassador in Miami at end of month. 

Howard Benedict around beating 
ihe drums for ‘Gather Ye Rosebuds.’ 

Jules and Josie Walton doubling 
between 400 club and Alvin this 
week, 

Eddie Loughton, the ork leader, 
almost a dead ringer for Ronald 
Colman. 

Sid Dickler has installed a small 
dance outfit at Oakmont’s Anchor- 
age Club. 

Johnny Starr and Ann Barrett, 
the cafe chorine, rehearsing a vaude 
dance act. 

Johnny Perkins’ sister from Terre 








on that phase are available since 
frequently such groups do not hold 





or two.get-togethers. 


onto the ropes for longer than one | 


Haute, Ind., visited the rotund 
comedian, 

The theatrical mob has 
Morty enderson ‘Oscar 
Variety Club.’ 

Charlie Davis piloting his ork 
through a series of one-nighters in 
this territory. 

3etty MacDonald, classic dancer, 
has joined Claire Tree Major's 
Children’s company. 

Louis Loewenstein, Vinton Freed- 
ley’s gen. megr., here to attend the} 
wedding of a friend. 


dubbed 
of the 


eee . 




















band-leading brother, Len Leslie, in 
town from New York. 

Motor Square Garden inaugu- 
rating a series of Wednesday nite 
collegiate dances with Jack Pettis’ 
band. 





NEW HAVEN 


(Continued from page 11) 
and ‘Words and Music’ on Par stage 
have fans dizzy trying to keep ‘em 
straight. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘One Hour Late’ (Par) and stage 
show ‘Words and Music.’ Around 
$9,300, gooa@ for this time of year. 
Last week ‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) 
okay at $9,500. 
35-50)— 


Poli’s' (Loew) 

‘Music in Air’ (Fox) and ‘White 
Lies’ (Col). Fadeaway opening 
looks like weak $7,500. Last week 
‘White Parade’ (Fox) and ‘Great 
Expectations’ (U). Not bad, not too 
good, around $9,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Babbitt’ (WB) and ‘I Ain a 
Thief’ (WB). Coasting along to 
light $4,500. Last week ‘Green Ga- 
bles’ (Radio) and ‘I Sell Anything’ 
(WB). Only a notch better at 
$4,600. 

Bijou (Loew) (1,500; 25-35)—'Sil- 
ver Streak’ (Radio) and ‘Bachelor 
of Arts’ (Fox). Drawing the action 
fans, but not enough of them. Light 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Men of Night’ 
(Col) and ‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U). 
Also light at $2,600. 


Fox Met Reorg. 


(Continued from page 23) 
representatives may not be in ac- 
cord as to the possible future 
operating setup of Fox Met. Trade 
talk is open that Schlosser of 
Halsey, Stuart looks with favor on 
the operating capabilities of Si 
Fabian, Niver of the same com- 
pany, however, is stated to be for 
the Skouras' connection. Fabian 
may have an additional ally in Wil- 
liam Greve. 

Fabian formerly was the theatre 
expert on the Fox Met job for the 
Irving Trust, receiver and presently 
trustee of that circuit which is under 
Sec. 77B of the new Corporate 
Bankruptcy Act. Fabian got $86,000 
pay for that work. 

At the time, also, the Skouras 
brothers were receiving a drawing 
account of $150,000 annuaily against 
50% of the profits of their end of 
the Fox Met operation. This was 
trimmed in 1933 to $75,(00 yearly. 


(3,040; 





Under the plan, if accepted, with 
Skouras operating, this $75,000 
continues until May, 1936. Then 


it is cut to $52,000. Randforce is 
to receive $39,780 after May 1, 1936, 
instead of $44,200 as presently. The 


50% interest in the profits con- 
tinues. 

However, there is a condition 
talked about wherein, if the note- 
holders’ committee sells the com- 
pany assets in bulk, Skouras and 


Randforce get 75% of profits up to 
May 1, 1936, instead of 50%. This 
condition is inclusive of the undis- 
tributed net profits to that period. ° 

In the meantime, as a part con- 
sideration for everything, any ex- 
cess money drawn by Skouras dur- 
ing the past years is written down 
with Skouras’ obligation, if any, in 
this respect cancelled entirely. 

One clause in the talked of re- 

rganization privileges Fox Film 
to cancel its film franchise if the 
new operating setup, whenever 
established, does not meet with the 
fullest Fox Film favor. Additionally 
this Fox Film privilege to cancel 
goes on any Fox Met theatre in- 
dividually. 

In the meantime, there is pending 
an appeal by Attorney A. Palmer be- 
fore the Federal Circuit in which 
Palmer seeks authority to examine 
officers and others, including the 
noteholders’ committee under Sec- 
tion 21A of the new _ corporate 
bankruptcy act. This right was de- 
nied Palmer previously by Judge 
Mack. It is expected that the Cir- 
cuit court will hand down a deci- 
sion on this appeal some time this 
week 

Palmer also seeks to examine of- 
ficers of Warners and Loew in con- 


nection with this matter as relating 
back to 
| offer of $4,500,000 for the circuit. 


the former Warner-Loew 


Possibility is that Receiver Mil- 


ton Weisman, of Fox Theatres, may 
seek 
Manton to make a bid for Fox Met 
on behalf 
'since Fox Theatres is 


the right from Circuit Judge 


of Fox Theatres itself, 


stated to have } 


Nick Troilo, the agent, and his certain amount of cash on hand. 


Montreal 


+ 


Lee Shelley at Stanley Grill. 





Jean Paul orch into Dominion 
club. 

Stan Gardiner from Herald to 
Gazette. 

Dan Sairman Commanders’ orch 
on CRCM. 

Allan Irwin to N.Y. Christmas 
for cruises. 

Peggy Lloyd turning in special 

CFCF (11). 


Larry Stephens handling Russian 
ballyhoo here. 


nic 
pric 


Phil Lalonde, CKAC manager, 
sick, but recovering. 


‘ae 
| , 
| 


Vera Guilaroff, air pianist, off to 
Bermuda for month. 

Alec Lajoie with 15-man 
booked for Chez Maurice. 

Joe de Courcy here from Ottawa 
to lead orch at Windsor hotel. 

Oliver Wakefield booked in 
weeks with Charlie Dornberger. 

Nat Jacobs books Lucienne Boyer 
troup for three weeks at St. Denis. 

Radio theatre paying highest 
price for talent cf all local stations. 

Wilton Spencer putting over big 
four-page theatre> and cabaret 
spread. 

Phil Maurice rounding up celebs 
for opening nite, Club Lido, at end 
of month. 

Charlie Dornberger fetes fourth 
year anniversary Mount Royal 
Thursday (20). 

Alec Kramer orch finishing at 
Chez Maurice this month and will 
play Club Lido. 

Thurston puts on special magic 
show for newspaper boys and gets 
plenty publicity. 

Mickie Ishman new manager 
Warner Bros Exchange here. Comes 
from Winnipeg. 

Jack Adams with Fred Norman 
booking around 30 nite clubs and 
cabarets locally. 

George Rotsky partly’ solves 
shopping problem by installing free 
tea room on second mezzanine fioor 
of Palace, 

Harold Moon putting in two 
orchs out of four for New Year's 
Eve carnival at Victoria Hall for 
Smart Set show. 

Charlie Dornberger organizing 
big benefit nite Forum Thursday 
(20) for unemployed musicians. 
Boxing, all cabarets and shows in 
town playing free, 

Jack Telgmann orch into Clubd 
New York with three broadcasts 
weekly, three shows daily at Im- 
perial and auditioning for CHLP 
as director Musical Cocktail club. 

Club Lido, Montreal’s most 
luxurious club-cabaret, opened 
Wednesday (12) to turn-away biz. 
New York orch and show, Bill 
Spafforth and Bobby Sandford with 
15-girl line. . 


orch 


two 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


Walker Whiteside in ‘The Master 
of Ballantrae’ at the Shrine New 
Year’s Eve. 

The A. H. Blank Theatres Corp. 
has made a 15% dividend payment 
to creditors. 

W. J. Miller, of Des Moines, has 
bought the Broadway theatre, Au- 
dubon, from Harry Pace. 

Hest Gibson delayed here during 
the snowstorm en route by auto 
from New York to Hollywood. 

In spite of zero weather, local 
merchants are thrilled over Xmas 
business, which looks like the best 


in four years. 
Local Catholics have joined the 
Legion of Decency with 390,000 


pledges issued in the 63 Catholic 
churches of the diocese. 

Walter G. Samuels elected presi- 
dent local musicians’ union. A. 
Garrett Barnard is vice-president, 
and Claude E. Pickett secretary- 
treasurer. 

State Attorney General’s 
brands as lotteries, and therefore 
illegal under Iowa law, the practice 
of drawing lucky numbers and giv- 
ing away prizes—which is a blow 
to the bank night plan that has 
| proved so popular in Iowa theatres. 


office 





. 
Baltimore 
By Albert Scharper, Jr. 

3ars in Balto total 2,582. 

Lou Azrael w-ekended in N. Y. 

Gertrude Stein will spend Xmas 
holidays here with cousins, 

Frigid snap early last week forced 
Ted Claire into a raccoon coat. 

John Stephen Strange has dedi- 
cated new mystery novel to Ed 
Duffy, morning Sun cartoonist. 

Ina Claire receiving a ‘Miss’ in 
|her billing above play, ‘Ode to Lib- 











lerty,’ current at the Maryland. 
Mrs. Eddie Welch, wife of the 
| Hollywood gag writer, in Johns 


| Hopkins hospital under observation. 

Lou Becker's Penthouse, nitery, 
jhas deal with Jack Pomeroy, 
|; whereby flash acts, billed ‘Pomeroy 


| Revues,’ play the nitery here week 
after they play rotating dates at 
the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. 





Interesting public exhibit of the- 


atrical antiquities, props and gear 
but mainly billings and programs, 
durrently at Peale’s Museum, Some 


Revolutionary 
in With Balto 


antedates 


all ties 


of stuff 
War, and 
background 
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EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 16) 


pilation, the sort of thing which be- 
longs in newsreels. On top of this 
clip the show runs in a Fox bit show- 
ing Italian youth now training with 
guns. And while the show is on 
these things, Par brings the fleet 
into Frisco and Hearst catches the 
Soviets celebrating the 17th anni- 
versary of the revolution. 

The president returns from the 
South, but says nothing (unusual); 
Homer S. Cummings from Washing- 
ton talks on the crime drive; Dr. 
Dafoe visits New York and Pathe 
presents late and exclusive pictures 
of the quintuplets; Polish Jews are 
refused admission to Palestine, 
probably a Par exclusive; last 
stages of the Lansing (Mich.) hotel 
tragedy are photographed; Mexican 
railroad men threaten to strike and 
mild disorders break out in the 
capital: the Giants and Bears plays 
professional football, done in detail 
by Pathe; Dutch Schultz is 
glimpsed by camera eyes; Twenty 
Grand arrives in California for a 
turf comeback; wedding gifts to the 
Duke and Duchess of Kent come 
under observation, and Jack Demp- 
sey buries his boxing gloves in a 
cornerstone. That sums up what 
may be regarded as the newsy ma- 
terial of the show. 

The balance is novelty, publicity 
stunts, staged stuff and the like, 
having no particular importance and 
not much more entertainment value. 
The usual pre-Christmas material 
is on display, including another bit 
on Santa Claus, Ind., which prob- 
ably was resurrected from the files. 

The Emb has finally included Fox 
in the main credits flash on opening 
of the show. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 


Fanchon & Marco has _ trans- 
formed the Paramount stage into 
a modern one-ring circus for the 
current week, and garnered heavily 
of talent from the Sam Dill-Tom 
Mix tent cutfit, which recently went 
into winter quarters near here. Re- 
sult is a diversified type of stage 
fare, running a little better than 50 
mins. at the opener today, and 
clicking with the handful of cus- 
tomers on hand, 

Acts included Sahara, trained ele- 
phant; Buddy, educated seal 
troupe of nine performing dogs 
and a monkey; the Seven Jordans, 
acrobatic family; Irma Ward, aer- 
ialist and rope worker; Ethel Jen- 
nerie, trapeze and revolving per- 
former; the O’Donnells, duo of 
clowns; four educated ponies, and 
‘Masters’ (high school horse), good 
for comedy through efforts of a 
couple of local youngsters to ride 
the animal, and climaxing with 
TWube Wolf, house maestro, cavort- 
ing wildly while suspended in mid-, 
air, in proximity to the horse. 

Wolf band is spotted in a stand 
at rear cf stage, with settings ap- 
propriate for the week’s offering. 

Screen has Par’s ‘One Hour Late,’ 
Paramount News and Sportlight 
(Par). Edwa. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


The only vaudefilmer in Manhat- 
tan south of 23d street, the Acad- 
emy, appears to be doing a whale 
of a business. The run of pictures 
here has been weak on the average, 
and the competition from the grinds 
is very strong. Within one block 
on either side of this Skouras spot 
there are three straight picture 
joints, all of them underselling the 
Academy’s 40c top. So it must be 





the vaude that’s drawing ’em. 
There’s little else to do so. 
This stage layout is a good 


example of bad booking—a show 
that’s poorly spotted, but yet leaves 
no room for betterment because of 
the acts themselves. Runs slightly 
over 70 minutes, which isn’t bad for 
six acts, but, because of the nature 
of the entertainment, was too long. 

Blanche Calloway (sister of Cab) 
is headlining and closing the show 
in front of a 12-piece male ork and 
specialties consisting of an har- 
monica-playing boy and a three- 
male hoofing and singing combo. 
Miss Calloway has dispensed with 
much of her hotchaitis and has 
gone arty, rolling her r’s and lean- 
ing toward the ballads. Without 
the rhythm numbers she’s just a 
colored lass waving a stick in front 
of musicians, Her specialties put 
her over, certainly not the mu- 
sicians, the harmonica boy, how- 
ever, giving the act spark with two 
rhythm numbers into a mike. Trio 
also oke. 

Show has two comedy acts, Eddie 
White in the deuce and Pat Hen- 
ning next to closing. Former would 
probably do much better if not tip- 
ping his mitt via that upturned hat. 


If coming on straight and then 
quipping, his mediocre material 
might have had a chance. His 


singing helped him here, that old- 
fashioned tear-jerker finish getting 
him good applause. 

Henninge’s comedy, mainly sight, 
faired better. His screwy acrobat- 
fies, newly garnished with archery 


and whip-cracking bits, fit this 
crowd. And the father and mother 
gag doesn’t hurt, either. 

Les Gails, talented flash, open. 
Billed names deliver a sock apache 
closing, while the remaining three 
girls and boy run the gamut of 
dancing and singing. There’s some- 
thing of a reason for everything 
they do, which is quite different 
from other flash acts. 

The screwy booking is the Chung 
Yee Wah troupe of five Chinese 
men and two girls, excellent acro- 


bats and balancers, but unneces- 
sary in a show already carrying 
two big acts. Their standout trick 
is when one of the boys dives 
through five hoops lined with 
knives. 


Sixth act on the show is Andrea 
Marsh, singer from radio, who just 
wasn't hot enough for the down- 
town end. Otherwise she’s okay on 
voice and looks. Male piano ac- 
companist to her miking. Scho. 


COLISEUM, N.Y. 


At the Saturday matinee the au- 
dience was 90% children, with the 
remaining 10% most likely getting 
into the spirit of things and acting 
up like the youngsters. It was a 
matter of the entertainment fitting 
juve tastes, or else, and when it did 
or didn’t those in back of the foot- 
lights knew it immediately. For the 
kids these first-half vaude bills 
RKO dishes out here are the nuts: 
for some of the acts, it must sound 
like old times. 


Eddy Burston, maestroing the 11- 
piece ork, has the kid angle down to 
a science. His overtures—probably 
for the Sattiday mat. exclusively— 
are aimed chiefly at the 10-year- 
olds. At this catching the show’s 
start off was a ‘schooldays’ medley, 
one of the trumpeters impersonating 
a schoolmaster. Probably would be 
murder for the night adults, but 
went over 100% with the children. 


Natural standout was Carleton 
Emmy and his Mad Wags (dogs), 
in the deuce. Antics of the puppies, 
expertly paced by the billed name, 
drew howls from the children and 
what can be classed as an ovation 
at the finish. Same thing went for 
the excellent femme stooge, with 
Charlie Melson and Miss Irmanette 
in next to closing. Up until her ap- 
nearance, Melson’s gags and singing 
and Miss Irmanette’s fiddling were 
winging their way over the tots’ 
heads. When that stooge and her 
double-talk lisp started going, the 
entire complexion of the act was 
changed for the outfronters. 


Another similar contrast came in 
the opening flash of Lynn Burno 
and Co. Three girls and two men 
in this one, but only the dancing 
got over. In her operatic attempts 
one of the girls was hissed with 
vigor, also imitated in childish 
tremolos. 
~ The act one would suppose would 
go strong with a crowd of this kind, 
Mae Questelle (Betty Boop), just 
about got across. She milked a cur- 
tain speech after some quiet singing 
and inept imitations of ZaSu Pitts, 
Maurice Chevalier and Mae West. 
What she and her male piano ac- 
companist needed most was the 
Dp. a. system. They just weren't 
loud enough. 

Closing act, Liazeed Arabs (12), 
with two, three and four high and 
wide balancing formations, also 
clicked with the youngsters. 

‘Captain Hates the Sea’ 
rounds out the show. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 


This is third annual local talent 
show Loew’s has_- sponsored in 
Century in past years during weeks 
prior to Xmas and, on overall col- 
lation, it rates about tops of the 
three. <As far as the talent un- 
earthed and presented is concerned, 
it is clearly in the forefront. As a 
show on the whole, it rather lacks 
an integral part of any entertain- 
ment-humor. 

As is customary, these revues 
have an established performer to 
m.c. In current ‘Okay, Baltimore’ 
there is Ted Claire, w.k. here, hav- 
ing served nine consecutive months 
at house back in ’29, when resident 
m.c.’s were the rage. He’s liked 
plenty yet, judging by reception ac- 
corded him opening day, and he 
turned in an altogether oke per- 
formance. 

On sheer ability, top in show was 
Lorraine Williams, acro  contor- 
tionist, who socked with a back- 
bend that eventuated with her lit- 
erally sitting on her head. Gal gives 


(Col) 


Scho. 


hint of real future in vaude. Right 
behind her came Helen Meeks, 
pretty well-known around town, 
with couple years of nitery and 


club-date experience under the belt. 
Only did one chant, rest of her turn 
being taken up by Claire with some 
cut-ups. Gal should step out and 
deliver straight and solo. Another 
winner was a dance twain, also 
equipped with long terms on nitery 
floors. Rudiss & Renell. On twice, 
first for Bolero, which was best, 
and later, the Continental. 

James Rae dished up some nice 





S 


tumbling stunts; looked keen com- 
ing from so patently adolescent a 
lad. Joseph Bennett stayed over- 
long in his spot with a self-ac- 
companying strumming of a stcel- 
string guitar, while tossing tenor 
pipes into a mike; he should clip 
at least one of the three songs he 
tried when caught. Edgar Weil 
and Alice Gates, hoofing team, are 
fair. Edward Perkins, reedy-voiced 
tenor, good enough with pair of 
segregated songs, Tom Floyd tried 
a brief Durante imitash, pretty 
pallid and pointless. 

A chanting cop is always a nov- 
elty, and show has one in uni- 
form—and the McCoy; he’s zoned 
at Penna. station. When he steps 
out, billy, gat, ’n’ all, and baritones 
couple of Victor Herbert tunes, he 
gets a very strong hand, 


The Great Mogul unleashes some 
legerdemain that’s standardly am- 
ateur, save final trick, which kites 
the turn over. Line of 20 local 
lookers fuvored with three romps 
across the rostrum, managing fairly 
arduous and intricate routines; 
precision went slightly askew at 
times and line worked shade too 
sluggishly first day, but should 
pick up speedier pace when losing 
nervousness accompanying debut, 


Ted Claire has next-to-shut spot 
for own, and drains it dry. Claire’s 
forte is warbiing, and that’s what 
he intoned for ‘«m—straight and 
in imitash manner. 


Wardrobe, shipped 
Capitol, N. Y., is good. 


‘Gay Bride’ (MG) on screen: 
good first show, Friday. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


This is the week before Christ- 
mas and a theatre like this may be 
forgiven for not putting on its best 
show of the year. There won't be 
much business anyway, most man- 
agers figure, no matter what the at- 
traction. However, the little team 
of Pops and Louie, who are behind 
the foots this week as the headline 
act, may be somewhat up the alley 
for the elusive kids drawn past the 
box office windows. 


They're a cute and clever pair 
whom Brooklynites may have fol- 
lowed on the air, in which event 
the name will mean something. 
CBS presents the act here and it’s 
the hit of a stage department which 
is otherwise tame. The Pops-Louie 
twain sings two numbers, the first 
in which all sorts of do-do-do-la- 
la’s figure, the other a pop done 
straight and by far the more effec- 
tive of the two. Lads also dance, 
combination showing plenty in 
rhythm routines. 


Another act that may be familiar 
to the ears of the air is the Three 
Marshalls, mixed harmony trio 
working around a piano. A fair act, 
it also offers some leather-slapping, 
the two girls assaying rather high 
in a rhythm double, Lassies make 


here from 


biz 


a nice appearance. The rhythm 
dance is in connection with their 
third (final) number, ‘College 


Rhythm,’ the lad of the triumvirate 
obliging vocally. 

No girls of the ensemble this 
week, the 12 Aristocrats doing the 
sort of work a mixed dancing 
chorus would be expected to do, al- 
though not as well. 

Art Cooper, juggler, opens. Henny 
Youngman is in between attrac- 
tions with some talk, all of it mild, 
That gag about father being killed 
while proposing to mother would 
be plenty taboo if on the screen. 
Ben Nelson’s orchestra permanently 
on stage here, this week stuck in a 
simple stage setting that reminds 
of a flowery, well-bushed garden 
lawn. Perfect for this time of the 
year when everything’s in the spirit 
of Santa Claus. 

Population of the house sparse at 
nine bells Friday evening, with no 
real drag names over the week’s 
picture, ‘The Gay Bride’ (MG). Pic- 
ture is on its first run metropolitan 
showing over here. Char. 


Equity Socked 


(Continued from page 52) 
takings clearly indicated the show 
to be a flop. 

‘Happiness’ was_ shoe - stringed. 
All players waived salary guaran- 
tees with the exception of Miss 
Sutherland. Show opened on a 
Thursday and on Friday of the fol- 
lowing week Equity demanded that 
Miss Sutherland get at least some 
of the coin due her from the previ- 
ous week. Du Roy sought to raise 
the money from the box office but 
failed to do so and Equity ordered 
Miss Sutherland not to appear. That 
automatically folded the _ troupe, 
embryo managers not being per- 
mitted by Equity to use an under- 
study in Miss Sutherland’s place. 


Case is the first reverse of the 
kind in court that Equity has en- 
countered and the highest award 
known in any damage suit of simi- 
lar nature. Equity’s right to con- 
trol its members has _ heretofore 
been upheld by the courts, ‘Happi- 
ness’ matter, therefore, creating a 








precedent. 
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JOHN DUNSMURE (MACNAB) 

John Dunsmure (Macnab) for 
thirty-five years in light opera, 
died in New York last week, Born 
in Edinburgh, he took up singing 
seriously, going to Italy where he 
studied, then came to the United 
States where he became principal 
basso with the ‘Bostonians.’ Fol- 
lowing that came ‘Happyland’ with 
DeWolf Hopper, with Lulu Glaser 
in ‘Dolly Varden’ and ‘Little Boy 
Blue’ where he played a real Scots- 
man, for several years. He was 
with the original ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
and was called in at all its revivals. 
One of Dunsmure’s most successful 
engagements was with the London 
production of ‘Rose Marie.’ 

His final New York appearances 
were a few months ago in ‘Gypsy 
Blonde’ and in Charles Purcell’s re- 
vival of ‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ 
where he was still heard in his 
original part of General Popoff. 


JOHN F. NESS 


John F. Ness, 41, promotion man- 
ager for KNX, Hollywood, died Dec. 
11, at Los Angeles following a 
week's illness with pleurisy. Born 
in Chicago, Ness for eight years 
was assistant managing editor of 
the Los Angeles Times in charge of 
promotion and later filled a similar 
capacity for a short time on the San 
Francisco Call-Bulletin. 

He is survived by a widow. 


SIDNEY DRAWBAUGH 


Sidney Drawbuugh, 44, stage 
manager of the Strand theatre, Long 
Beach, died in Seaside hospital, 
Dec. 11. He had been stage direc- 
tor of the house for many years, 
joining the staff when it was Hoyt’s 
theatre, playing standard vaudeville. 

He is survived by his father. 


OLIVER BINGHAM 


Oliver Bingham, 46, died in New 
York Dec. 10, He was most recently 
of Bingham and Van, but had been 
Bingham and Olsen, and Bingham 
and. Meyles. 

Survived by a widow and daugh- 


ter. Interment in Philadelphia, 
VERNON GILMORE 
Vernon Gilmore, 46, died in 


Coshocton, O., Dec. 3, at the home 
of Nettie Lou Voshall. He was 
stricken several weeks ago in Jack- 
sonville, Fla., after closing with the 
original Williams Stock Company. 
Interment in Uhrichsville, O. 


H. FRANK MATTHEWS 


H. Frank Matthews, 59, once a 
well-known advance man, died in a 
Phoenix (Ariz.), hospital Dec, 12. 
He had represented George M. 
Cohan, Richard Bennett and others. 

Interment in Springfield, O. 





TOM VALLANCE 


Thomas Lauder Vallance, 21, 
nephew and godson of Sir Harry 
Lauder, died after a motor-cycle 


accident, Nov. 28. 
He accompanied Lauder on most 
of his American tours, 


ELMER B. CENTER 


Elmer B. Center, 58, a minstrel 
musician touring the country with 
several of the major companies, for 
the past 15 years, died Dec. 5, in 
Sandusky, O., 

Interment in Sandusky. 





William G. Wells, 60, musician, 
died in Los Angeles Dec. 9 and was 
buried in Forest Lawn cemetery, 
Glendale, Dec, 11. We thad lived in 
Los Angeles 40 years, was one of 
the organizers of the _ Strollers 
Quartette and for years was a 
member of the Orpheum Four. 





John Sykes, 75, singer and theatre 
decorator, died in Santa Barbara 
of a heart attack about Dec. 6. His 
body was found by police Dec. 9. 
He was known as Santa Barbara’s 
first remittance man, having settled 
there 25 years ago. 


Gordon Moore, 
leader, died Nov. 22, following an 
appendicitis operation at Fitts 
White Clinic, Jackson, Tenn. Sur- 
viving are his parents and three 
sisters. Was principally known 
around Memphis. 


Jr., orchestra 





Madame Ray Ravodna, dancer 
and teacher, fell Nov. 12 from the 
second story of her studio in Johan- 
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OBITUARIES 


was a sister of Espinosa, the well- 


known dancer. 
Wendell Gossett, 55, who was 
with Tex Rickard in Alaska, died 


Dec. 5 at Los Angeles and was cre- 
mated Dec. 7 at Forest Lawn ceme- 
tery, Glendale, Calif. 


Mrs. Ella Sterling Mighels, 81, 
historical writer who used the pen 
name of Aurora Esmeralda, was 
buried in Mountain View cemetery, 
Oakland, Calif., Dec. 1. 


Jacob Jackson, 75, father of Billy 
Jackson, RKO agent, died in Brooke 
lyn Dec, 16. 





Nets’ Income 


(Continued from page 1) 


Apes’ and no Forhan ‘Count of 
Monte Cristo.” Also missing was 
the Iodent plum and the huge ap- 
propriation that Gillette made 
available last season for. spot 
broacasting. 

Idea-Creators 

Experts in the. advertising busi- 
ness attribute the sharp swing- 
away from million dollar and half 
million dollar bankrolls for spot 
broadcasting to changes that have 
taken place in the spot field itself. 
The alignment of practically all im- 
portant stations with exclusive reps 
has resulted in the freezing out of 
the men who as general time brok- 
ers had been prime creators of 
ideas, programs and merchandising 
campaigns for spot broadcasting. 
With rare exceptions these general 
reps had been the instigators, if not 
the complete creators, of every big 
spread in spot broadcasting. 

These experts aver that what has 
made it still tougher for spot broad- 
casting is the entry of the networks 
in the spot representation field. 
Little of the creative can be ex- 
pected from this source, because of 
the anomalous position that the 
webs hold. They can not blow too 
strong for spot broadcasting for 
fear that this enthusiasm and vigor 
may jeopardize their network time 
interests. By offering to do the 
spot representation for their asso- 
ciated stations the networks have 
as their main objective the idea of 
self protection. Not only have the 
webs in this way a hand in plotting 
the allied station’s schedule but by 
bringing the latter some spot busi- 
ness they make up in part for the 
financial deal that the station is 
getting on network time. 

NBC will come through 1934 with 
around $27,700,000 from network 
time sales, as against $21,500,000 
for 1933 and $26,500,000 for 1832. 
Jump over '33 is 30% and over ’32, 
18%. Columbia's tally for 1934 will 
come to about $14,850,000, or 20% 
better than the $10,050,000 it did in 
1933 and 18% above the 1932 ac- 
cumulation of $12,600,000. 

Spot and local broadcasting is ex- 
pected to show a tally of around 
$30,000,000 for 1934, 





Vivia Fay doubling from ‘Great 
Waltz’ into the Caprice room of the 
Hotel Weylin, N. Y., with Raoul 
and Eva Reyes, Milton Douglas and 
Enric Madriguera orchestra. 





Harry Warren and AI Dubin will 
enact a pair of song writers in 
Warners’ ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ 
with Jolson. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Albany, Dec. 17. 


The first police raid on a theatre in 
Albany resulted in a police court 
jury’s disagreement at 1 a.m. Satur- 
day (15) in the case of Lillian Dixon, 
26, of New York, on a charge of par- 
ticipating in an obscene show. Miss 
Dixon was one of 26 girls seized 
when police swooped down on the 
Supreme Wheel burlesque show, 
‘Monte Carlo Nights,’ at the Capitol 
half hour after the matinee began 
Wednesday (12). 

Edwin W. Rowland, co-lessee and 
manager, and George F. Reynolds, 
stage manager, also were arrested. 
Chief David Smur! led 25 uniformed 
and plainclothes men to the stage 


and announced the pinch. They 
grabbed the girls, denying many 
the opportunity to get coats to 





leover their stage attire, and hauled 
lthem to police headquarters in the 
patrol wagon. 

Of the 26 girls taken, four were 
released, including the member of 
an adagio team. The others were 
held in $100 bail each, supplied by 
ithe truckman who hauls the shows 
from Boston to Albany. 

Miss Dixon was the first to be 
tried. Disposition of the other cases 
remains to be determined, Row- 
land and Harris are scheduled to 
face trial today (Monday). 


Church Campaign 


The surprise raid climaxed a 
vigorous campaign against bur- 
lesque by the Evangelist, weekly 


publication of the Albany Catholic 
diocese, and a few priests, includ- 
ing the chairman of the Legion of 
Decency, anti-improper film church 
The campaign began 


organization. 
when the legion’s chairman, the 


Rev. James E. Kelly, preached a 
sermon denouncing the city admin- 
istration for permitting stage shows 
on Sunday in violation of the city 
ordinance, which only permits 
films. 

Until two weeks ago the State 
‘had a stock burlesque troupe for 
five weeks. But the attacks were 
' directed solely against the Capitol. 

The witnesses against Miss Dixon 
were two police detectives who re- 
viewed the show and then recom- 
mended that it be raided. The trial 
took place in police court before a 
jury of six men, Their delibera- 
tions resulted in a split of five to 
one in favor of acquittal. After 
the jury’s announcement the case 
of Miss Dixon was continued to 


today (17). 
r How Many Inches 

One of the detectives testified 
Miss Dixon had exposed three 


inches of flesh of her frontage and 
the other cop testified it was 14 
inches. Defense witnesses, theatre 

employees and persons had wit- 
» nessed the show on the night the 
detectives reviewed it. The cops also 
testified to allegedly improper lines 
spoken by the girl and comedians. 

Capitol is owned by W. W. Farley, 
Albany lawyer, former state ex- 
cise commissioner in the days be- 
fore prohibition, and former state 
democratic chairman, It is operated 
by Rowland and Max Rudnick of 
New York. 

Girls arrested, in addition to Miss 
Dixon, are Mabel Sloan, Mary Salis, 
Teddy Sobel, Dorothy Dale, Nan 
Goodson, Margaret .Berry, Jean 
Currier, and Gerry Mitchell, all of 
New York city; Edna Davis, Bronx; 
Fay Tobie, Easton, Pa.; Gertrude 
Hart, Jamaica, L. I.; Margie Bartel, 
Chicago; Mary Ruet, Staten Is- 
land; Mildred Conway, Olyphant, 
Pa.; Mary Wrykowf, Carrie Larsen, 
Anne Lawrence, Loretta Carney; 
Catherine and Helen Chuze, sisters, 
and Joan Taylor. 





BANDIT REPEATS 


Holds Up Minne. Gayety Twice in 
Two Weeks 





Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
Twice within two weeks the same 
man held up Mabel Keary, gallery 
Cashier at the Gayety, local stock 


burlesque house. Bandit obtained 
$20 the first time and $14 the 
8econd. 


On both occasions he waited un- 
til the performance got under way 
and then, leveling a gun at Miss 
Keary, who was behind a window, 
demanded her receipts. After scrap- 
gl up the bills and change, he 
“'ked through the door and dis- 


&ppea red, 











{jury Disagrees in Lillian Dixon 
| Raid Case; Albany's Ist Show Pinch 
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Block Booking 


(Continued from page 5) 
according to the reasoning of one of 
the sales leaders, but just how the 
majors can protect the innocent ac- 
count is in itself a problem Through 
the years exhibitors who favor 
block booking, and are satisfied to 
continue buying on that basis, have 
never taken the trouble to put up 
a defense or join the distributors 
on common grounds. Whether or 
not the sales chiefs, who are now 
discussing the question from the ex- 
hibitor point of view, will make an 
effort to line up these exhibs with 
themselves against the anti-block 
accounts is not indicated. 

Would Cost Exhibs More 

Should block pooking ever be 
eliminateed, it would place added 
work on the sales organizations of 
the majors, causing need for extra 
sales staffs, accounting and consid- 
erable screening. Danger of being 
left with half their programs on 
their hands, because exhibs would 
have the right to pick what they 
chose, is the least of their worries, 
say some of the distribs. This is 
explained by the fact that exhibitors 
today, in all but a few unimportant 
situations, are actually forced to 
play a lot of pictures they don't 
want because there isn’t enough 
product to go around, 

The distributors say they would 
still sell the weak films, even if on 
the auction block these _ pictures 
brought less than an advance con- 
tract would have gotten under sales 


en bloc. On the other hand, the 
features of established boxoffice 
worth might bring juicier prices 


than now because exhibs in the av- 
erage situation would be forced to 
bid on them. 

Except for the trouble it would 
cause in readjusting sales. systems, 
the distribs claim they aren't par- 
ticularly afraid of selling their pic- 
tures individually. They. know that 
most of their accounts would be the 
first to squawk, accounts which they 
claim are not in sympathy with the 
continued agitation against’ the 
present methods of merchandising. 

Besides which, it is pointed out, 
every sales manager in the business 
would have no trouble figuring out 
several other systems of.-selling pic- 
tures. In other words. according to 
some of the distribs, block booking, 
if outlawed, would be back within 
six months. An open market in 
which pictures were auctioned off 
to the highest bidder wouldn’t last 
any longer than that in their opin- 
ion. They give as their principal 
reason the fact that the exhibitors 
couldn't stand it. 





Loew in Chi 


(Continued from page 5) 


clause which states that Loew's will 
not build in the city of Chicago. 


But there is nothing which states 
that Loew's cannot purchase hold- 
ings. 

To Metro the local territory 
means easily $500,000 in annual 
revenue, 


Jones Head Man 

It appears generally set that if 
and when Loew’s secures its thea- 
tre holdings in this town, these 
houses will be operated by Aaron 
Jones, who now has a group of loop 
theatres, and who has been looking 
for a number of neighborhood 
houses since his recent comeback 
into active theatre operation in Chi- 
cago. 

Selection of Jones as operator of 
these theatres would follow a long 
standing friendship between Jones 
and Loew's which dates back to the 
personal friendship of Aaron Jones, 
Sr., and Marcus Loew. In fact, it 
was because of this friendship that 
Loew's never invaded Chicago, be- 
cause at the time that Loew’s was 
planning such an invasion Jones 
was the key man of the loop situa- 
tion and Marcus Loew refused to 
enter into competition with him. 





Sandra Swenska back into 
Peppy’s Chapeau Rouge, N. Y., suc- 
ceeding Irene Bordoni, who was in 
for only three weeks. Galli-Galli 
leaves to go to the Miami Biltmore, 


Florida, for the winter. Miss 
Swenska is set on WOR sustaining 
on direct booking by Peppy with 


A. J. McCosker, head of the station. 





No National Z-C 


(Continued from page 7) 


in this code shall, when directed so 
to do by the Code Authority, receive 
any and all protests from Motion 
Picture Exhibitors against any ex- 


isting clearance and zoning as to 
their respective theatres alleging 
that such clearance and zoning is 


unreasonable in length or area. The 
issue raised by such protests shall 
be decided by the Local Clearance 
and Zoning Boards after notice and 
hearing to the parties affected, and 
pursuant to the procedure and sub- 
ject to such rights of appeal as are 
provided in this article. The Code 
Authority may direct that the duties 
of the Local Clearance and Zoning 
Boards shall be performed and dis- 
charged by the hearing and deciding 
of protests as provided in this sub- 
section, instead of formulating 
schedules as provided in Article VI, 
Part 1, Sections 1 and 3.’ 

That last sentence gives the gist 
of what has been finally done about 
zoning and clearance schedules. 

That schedule thing is another one 
of those early NRA moves which 
has come home to roost. When it 
was written in the code the clause 
may have sounded innocent enough. 
It even passed the cerebral barriers 
of the administrator himself, 

However, exhibs were quick to 
sense the value of the provision to 
themselves individually. They lit- 
erally hurled the question at the 
C.A. Then only did the wisdom of 
the business awaken and with a jolt. 
They smelled danger. So they final- 
ly overcame it by the aforemen- 
tioned amendment. 

Back of the attempts of exhibs 
to put up a price schedule in op- 
position to the affiliaied theatre 
men and distribs is the naturally in- 
herent feud between these oppos- 
ing groups. The exhibs see per- 
manent protection of their business 
through a zoning schedule written 
in the code and based on price and 
additionally presumably have the 
law's protection under the code. 

The C.A, tried to peep through the 
thing but couldn’t see a streak of 
light after many attempts. A com- 
mittee was appointed to adjudicate 
the matter after around a dozen or 
more zoning and clearance sched- 
ules were set up and appealed from 
and hearings on appeal held in 
New York. 

Finally it was decided that the 
model schedule must come from 
Kansas City. That Missouri town 
was to provide the beautiful prece- 
dent of a zoning and clearance 
schedule for the rest of the indus- 
try to follow. That this went flop 
is history in the trade. There was 
a price war which bust in K.C. right 
on top of the zoning and clearance 
squabble. Whether by design or ac- 
cident doesn’t matter presently. 

Whether the committeemen who 
travelled into K.C. were aware of 
the ultimate futility of their efforts 
when departing from New York is 
not known. Certainly they knew 
about this when they returned, 
namely that no schedule would 
emerge from their K.C. journey. 

The much sought for precedent 
never materialized. It looks like it 
never will. 





Nemo Roth, fermerly with Harry 
Engel, is now contacting the pro- 
fesh for the Joe Morris Music Co. 


Beatty, Adkins, King Switch to Cole 


As Break Occurs 








DIVING BELLE SUES 


Asks Damages of Canadian Fair 
And Model Show 


Toronto, Dec. 17. 
a diving accident 
back at the 


to in 


she 


Sequel 
which broke her 
Canadian National Exhibition, Bella 
Lichman, 20, was wheeled into 
court on her cot to testify before a 
jury $20,000 against 
the C.N.E., the Model 
America, Cleo and Louis Hoffman. 

Lowering his voice so that the 
girl on the cot could not hear, Dr. 
Chas. A. Markson testified that she 
would suffer paralysis for life, a 
spine fracture in the region of the 
neck having paralyzed her body so 
that only a bare movement of the 
shoulders was possible. 


action 
Shows of 


in her 


Three eye-witnesses were called 
but two would not commit them- 
selves. C.N.E. officials denied any 


responsibility in the acts of the co- 
defendants and claimed that the 
girl knew of the hazardous nature 
of the work. Counsel for Rubin 
Grueberg, Model Shows prez., 
pointed to the terms of the Hoff- 
mans’ agreement with Model Shows 
under which they undertook to de- 
fend all action arising from their 
operating of the water carnival at- 
traction. The Hoffmans have yet to 
be called. Case has been postponed 
until the arrival of eye-witnesses 
who are coming from the South. 


SAYS RACES AT FAIR 
BOOST THE INTAKE 


Des Moines, Ia., Dec, 17. 


‘A county fair without a good 
racing program and _  pari-mutuel 
betting is like sitting up with a 
dead man’, was the way that N. J. 
Ronin, secretary of the Nebraska 
state racing commission, injected 
an age-old dispute into the Iowa 
fair managers convention. Betting, 
he told the Iowans, has increased 
attendance from 25 to 50% at fairs 
where it has been sanctioned and 
legalized. 

‘In Cook county, Il, the amount 
collected from sanctions and admis- 
sions in 1933 was $570,000. Of this 
amount $397,500 was paid to county 
fairs for premiums.’ He also con- 
trasted conditions in Nebraska be- 
fore and after pari-mutuel betting 
was legalized and declared that it 
had given all the fairs new life 
blood, 








Herk to Wash. 


I. H. Herk, executive secretary of 
the Burlesque Code Authority, if 
and when burley ever gets set on a 
code, goes to Washington this week. 

Herk aims to confer with NRA 
heads on the code proposition, and 
find out what’s what. 








Mix Takes Over Entire Show, 


Plus Offer 


French Imports 





(Continued from page 17) 
Japan, Belgium and Sweden, which 
appeared in French import statis- 
tics last season, are goose-eggs this 
time. 

Total importations show a heavy 
drop, since 86 films in four months 
corresponds to 258 a year, whereas 
during the 1933-34 season the cen- 
sor looked over 316 foreign flickers. 

In number of dubbed foreign films 
submitted to the censor from July 
1 to Oct. 31, United States leads 
by an overwhelming margin with 
93 out of a total of 124. Germany 
is next with 12, then Great Britain 
with nine, Italy with six, Austria 
with two, and Czechoslovakia and 
Denmark each with one. 

Total of 1240 submitted in four 
months is 30 more than the total 
allowed to be authorized, by quota 
law, io six months, 





of Dates in Russia 


17. 


sole 


Hollywood, Dec, 

With Tom Mix now the 
owner of the Mix-Dill Circus, nego- 
tiations for the proposed tour of 
tussia of the show are being worked 
out by Mix and Amsov officials, 
agency for the Soviet government 
in this country. Mix will go east 
next week for more details on the 
proposed trip. 

Hitch is that Mix wants to re- 
main in this country for the coming 
outdoor season. Russian season, 
due to weather, is very short and 
roads are not so hot for a truck 
outfit. 

Mix is presently rebuilding the 
show and on his eastern trip will 
stop off at Detroit to buy additional 
truck and trailer equipment. Per- 
sonnel and equipment for the new 
season will be considerably in- 
creased over last year. Plans are 
to buy a herd of elephants, the 
trick struggling through the past! 
season with a lone bull. 


- Ri li R | 
Chicago, Dec, 17. 
Clyde Beatty, animal trainer and 
box-office name, who has been with 


the Ringling 
years, is leaving the outfit and will 


forces for several 


be with the new Cole Brothers cir- 


cus when it opens next. spring. 


Beatty 
circus attractions due to his work 


with the cats. In addition to big 
build-up with the Ringling-Barnum 


today rates as top among 


& Bailey show in the Madison 
Square Garden in New York, 3eatty 
is known nationally through his 
tours with the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
show and two pictures for Uni- 
versal, 

This switch of Beatty away from 
Ringling is only one of the indi- 


cations of a complete upheaval in 
the circus world and the first break 
in the rule of the Ringling outfit 
as the controllers of the circus field. 
To many on the inside the crack- 
ing in the Ringling ranks is due to 
the iron fist tactics of the Sam 
Gumpertz rule, the key man it pres- 
ent and in control of all Ringling 
holdings. 

At the same time with the loss of 
Beatty comes the desertion of Jess 
Adkins, a long-standing circus exec 
and last year’s manager of the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show. And still 
another well-knowner to fly the 
Ringling-Gumpertz fold is Floyd 
King who will press agent for the 
new Cole outfit. 

Cole circus, which has its quar- 
ters at Rochester, Ind., is being op- 
erated by Zack Terrell, who with 
the backing of big coin, will hit the 
trail next spring with the first se- 
rious railroad opposition that the 
Ringling group has’ encountered 
since buying out the Ballard-Mugi- 
van-Bowers combine in 1930. 


JACK GRIMES HEAD P.A. 
FOR BARNES CIRCUS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Buster Cronin has appointed Jack 
Grimes as number one press agent 
for the Barnes Circus to replace 
Floyd King, who has been trans- 
ferred to the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
outfit in an executive capacity. 

Other p.a.’s on the show are Cliff 
McDougall and Bernie Head. Ben 
Austin, general agent, left here last 
week for a three-week visit to his 
home in Houston before starting 
on his country-wide swing ahead of 
the show Jan. 5. 

This season, the three p.a.’s will 
all work ahead and back with the 
show, working their towns up to 
the day the show plays the spot. 


Three-Week Layoff 











Worcester, Dec. 17. 
Burlesque suspended here at 
Worcester theatre for three weeks 


by Ben Levine. Stock company 
expected in February after another 
few weeks of strippers. 





Resort Burned Down 
3urlington, Vt., Dec. 17. 
at Lake 


sunimer 


main buildings 
Vermont, 


The four 


Shaftsbury, re- 


sort, were destroyed by fire. Struc- 
tures included a large dance pa- 
vilion, dining hall, kitchen and 


store, owned by John James. 
Loss, estimated at $14,000, 
partially covered by insurance. 


was 





Elects Bosses 
Des Moines, Dec. 17. 


J. P. Mullen, Fonda, named presi- 
dent of the Iowa State Fair assovia- 





tion, and F. E. Sheldon, Mount Ayr, 
V.-p. 3oard of directors includes 
E. T. Davis, Iowa City; Pau! P. 
Stewart, C. Ed Bemen, Carl Hoff- 
man and Sears McHenr 
COREY RE-ELECTED 
Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 17. 

A. R. Corey, Des Moines, has been 
named secretary again for the 1935 
[owa state fair. 

foard of directors also named 
P. H. McGreath of Whiting trease 
urer, 
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AND PRINCE: =e BERT SMOKING TOBACCO 


























































































A pound of Prince Albert in 
glass humidor, gaily packaged. 

























@ Cigarettes for Christmas! No smoker ever has 
too many. But which cigarette? Remember that the The 1-pound da cfeat, 
brand you give reflects your own good taste...your ; 

sense of discrimination. That’s why we suggest 
Camels. They are made from finer, more expensive 
tobaccos than any other popular brand. They are the 
choice of distinguished men and women in every 
field of the social and business worlds. And their 
finer tobaccos bring that welcome “‘lift’”’ in energy— 
that warm good cheer—which is after all—Christmas! 
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@ Is there a pipe smoker on your 
Christmas list? Then your prob- 
lem’s solved. He’s made it easy. 
Give him long evenings. of calm 
contentment. Give him the sheer 


The special Christmas package 
with four boxes of Camel “flat 
fifties” —just the inexpensive 
gift you have been wanting. 





joy of ripe, mellow tobacco—cool 
and mild and bite-less. Give him 
Prince Albert...‘‘The National 
Joy Smoke.” What a man spends 
his Own money for is what he 
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really likes. And more men spend 





Ten packs of », 
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Beynolds Tobacce * Ml discriminating smokers. 

















their money for Prince Albert 
than for any other pipe tobacco. 
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